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14th edition (2015). 
 
 

Genus Gegenes Hübner, 1819 
 
In Hubner, [1816-[1826].  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge 107 (432 + 72 pp.).  Augsburg. 
Type-species: Papilio pumilio Hoffmansegg, by subsequent designation (Opinion 
827, 1967.   Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 24: 226-227.). 

 
= Philoodus Rambur, 1840 in Rambur, [1838-40].  Faune entomologique de l’Andalusie 
2: 308 (336 pp.). Paris.  Type-species: Hesperia nostrodamus Fabricius, by 
subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875. Proceedings of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences 10: 248 (91-293).). 
 
A genus of four species, three of which are Afrotropical. The fourth species is Palaearctic-
Oriental (Mediterranean to north-west India), extending to the Afrotropical Region in the 
extreme north-west and in the north-east. One of the Afrotropical species (pumilio) extends 
extralimitally. 

 
 

*Gegenes hottentota (Latreille, 1824)# 
Marsh Hottentot Skipper 

 
Hesperia hottentota Latreille, 1824 in Latreille & Godart, [1819], [1824].  Encyclopédie Méthodique. Histoire Naturelle 

[Zoologie] 9 Entomologie: 777 (1-328 [1819], 329-828 [1824]). Paris. 
Pamphila hottentota (Latreille, 1823).  Trimen & Bowker, 1889.  [misidentification for Gegenes niso] 
Gegenes hottentota Latreille, 1824.  Swanepoel, 1953a.  [misidentification for Gegenes niso] 
Gegenes hottentota (Latreille, 1823).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Gegenes hottentota (Latreille, 1824).  Pringle et al., 1994: 336. 
 
 

                
 
 

Gegenes hottentota.  Male (Wingspan 33 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Rayton, Gauteng, South Africa.  15 March 1998. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
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Gegenes hottentota.  Female (Wingspan 34 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Port St Johns, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.  23 March 2008.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Moeras-hotnot (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: [South Africa]: “Cap de Bonne-Espèrance”.  [Patria falsa].  Holotype male in the Paris 
Museum. 
Diagnosis: On the forewing upperside the black tornal patch is diagnostic (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Mali, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Sierra 
Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Gabon, Ethiopia, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, Gauteng, 
KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999).  Also in Saudi Arabia (south-
west), Yemen. 
Specific localities: 
Nigeria – Ikoyi Island, Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Ekonganaku, Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a). 
Gabon – Iguela (van de Weghe, 2010); Ekouyi, Bateke Plateau (van de Weghe, 2010). 
Tanzania – Pemba Island (Kielland, 1990d); Kimboza Forest (Kielland, 1990d); Uluguru Mountains 

(Kielland, 1990d); Uzungwa Range (Kielland, 1990d); Njombe Highlands (Kielland, 1990d); 
Mikumi National Park (Kielland, 1990d); Ufipa (Kielland, 1990d); Mpanda (Kielland, 1990d); 
Kigoma (Kielland, 1990d); Ngara District (Kielland, 1990d); Northern Highlands (Kielland, 
1990d); Katavi National Park (Fitzherbert et al., 2006). 

Malawi – Mt Mulanje (Congdon et al., 2010). 
Zambia – Mwinilunga (Heath et al., 2002); Solwezi (Heath et al., 2002); Mufulira (Heath et al., 2002); 

Ndola (Heath et al., 2002); Chalimbana (Heath et al., 2002); Lusaka (Heath et al., 2002); 
Victoria Falls (Heath et al., 2002); Chibembe (Heath et al., 2002); Chambeshi Valley (Heath et 
al., 2002). 

Mozambique – Njesi Plateau (Congdon et al., 2010). 
Zimbabwe – Harare district (Pringle et al., 1994; male illustrated above). 
Botswana – Okavango Delta (Pinhey); Kasane (Larsen, 1991l); Kazungula (Larsen, 1991l); 50 km 

south of Kasane (Larsen, 1991l); Mpandama-Tenga (Larsen, 1991l); Moremi (Larsen, 1991l); 
Maun (Larsen, 1991l); Etsha 6 (Larsen, 1991l). 

Limpopo Province – Nylstroom (P. Kruger). 
Mpumalanga – Louw’s Creek (Pringle et al., 1994); Nelspruit (Pringle et al., 1994); Lydenburg 

(Pringle et al., 1994); Makande (Wood). 
Gauteng – Honeydew (Pringle et al., 1994); Rayton district (Williams); near Pretoria (the Hennings); 

Johannesburg (R. Steele). 
KwaZulu-Natal – Margate (G. Henning); Emanguzi (Woodhall); Nagle Dam (Pringle et al., 1994); 

Winklespruit (Pringle et al., 1994); Ladysmith (Nagle); Vryheid (O’Conner); Hammarsdale 
(Fortman); Tembe Nature Reserve (Pringle & Kyle, 2002); Ndumo Nature Reserve (Pringle & 
Kyle, 2002). 

Eastern Cape Province – Port St Johns (Lunderstedt). 
Habitat: Marshy areas with thick grass, especially in valleys (Pringle et al., 1994).  A savanna butterfly 
(Larsen, 2005a).  Also in forest clearings (Larsen, 1991c).  In Tanzania from sea-level to 1 800 m 
(Kielland, 1990d). 
Habits: Common in some parts of its range, e.g. Kenya (Larsen, 1991c) but not very common in West 
Africa (Larsen, 2005a).  Very rare in South Africa.  Flies low and fast but settles often, on blades of 
grass.  Males establish territories in their marshy habitat, and defend them aggressively (Larsen, 1991c; 
Pringle et al., 1994). 
Flight period: All year, with peak emergence in April and May (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: 
Cenchrus clandestinus (Hochst. ex Chiov.) Morrone (= Pennisetum clandestinum Hochst. ex Chiov.) 

(Poaceae) (kikuyu grass) [Pinhey, 1949]. 
Cenchrus purpureus (Schumach) Morrone (= Pennisetum purpureum Schumach.) (Poaceae) (napier 

fodder) [Pinhey, 1949]. 
Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Pinhey, 1949]. 
Poaceae [Van Someren, 1974: 325]. 
Oldenlandia corymbosa L. (Rubiaceae) [Vuattoux, 1999 (Ivory Coast); very unlikely (Larsen, 2005a)]. 
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[Note: The host-plants given by Dickson & Kroon (1978: 201) and Larsen (1991c) are actually those of 
Gegenes niso – see Pringle et al., 1994: 336 for comments. Cock & Congdon, 2012 state that 
confirmation of the food plants of G. hottentota would be desirable]. 
Relevant literature: 
Kroon, 1973 [genitalia of hottentota vs niso]. 

 
obumbrata Trimen, 1891 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London  1891: 
103 (59-107).  “Ehanda”. 

 
 

*Gegenes niso (Linnaeus, 1764)# 
Yellow Hottentot 

 
 

           
 

Common Hottentot Skippers (Gegenes niso) 
Images courtesy Steve Woodhall 

 
 
Papilio niso Linnaeus, 1764.  Museum Ludovicae Ulricae Reginae 339 (720 pp.). Holmiae. 
Pamphila letterstedti Wallengren.  Trimen, 1866a.  [synonym for Gegenes niso] 
Pamphila hottentota (Latreille, 1823).  Trimen & Bowker, 1889.  [misidentification for Gegenes niso] 
Gegenes letterstedti (Wallengren, 1857). Evans, 1937. [synonym of Gegenes niso] 
Gegenes niso (Linnaeus, 1764). Evans, 1947. 
Gegenes hottentota Latreille, 1824.  Swanepoel, 1953a.  [misidentification for Gegenes niso] 
Gegenes niso niso (Linnaeus, 1764).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Gegenes niso niso (Linnaeus, 1764).  Pringle et al., 1994: 336. 
 
 

                
 
 

Gegenes niso niso.  Male (Wingspan 31 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Rayton, Gauteng, South Africa.  4 April 1998. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
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Gegenes niso niso.  Male, form ocra (Wingspan 30 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Gaika’s Kop, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.  1 January, 2002. M. Williams. 
Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 

 
 

                
 
 

Gegenes niso niso.  Female (Wingspan 33 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.  20-31 December, 2001. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Common Hottentot Skipper; Geel hotnot (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: [South Africa]: “Cap b. Spei”.  Lectotype designated by Honey & Scoble, 2001: 355. 
Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Sierra Leone, 
Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Gabon, Angola, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Lesotho. 
Habitat: Occupies a wide range of habitats, including savanna, grassland and open patches in forest 
(Pringle et al., 1994).  In the central highlands of Kenya it has been seen at altitudes of at least 3 000 m 
(Larsen, 1991c).  In Tanzania at altitudes from sea-level to 2 600 m (Kielland, 1990d). 
Habits: This is a locally very common butterfly (Kielland, 1990d; Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is fast 
and specimens are difficult to follow when in flight.  Frequently settles on grass stems.  Both sexes feed 
from flowers and males mud-puddle. Males establish territories in grassy patches using grass stems or 
low bushes as perches.  Territories may be contiguous and the resident males of adjacent territories may 
spend much time chasing each other out of one anothers territories (Pringle et al., 1994).  Larsen (1991) 
noted males on civet scat and Cock (in Cock & Congdon, 2012) noted a male feeding on a bird 
dropping. 
Flight period: All year but somewhat scarcer from May to September (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Early stages: 
 
Clark, 1940: 42. 
 
Descamps, 1956 [larva & pupa] 
 
Clark, in Dickson & Kroon, 1978: p. 280; plate 38  [as Gegenes niso; Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape]. 
 
Henning, Henning, Joannou & Woodhall, 1997: 207  (photograph of final instar larva and pupa). 
 
Cock & Congdon, 2012: 33 [ovum, larva & pupa; for subspecies brevicornis] 
 
 

       
 

Final instar larva and pupa of Gegenes niso.  Images courtesy Allison Sharp. 
 
 
Larval food: 
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Cenchrus clandestinus (Hochst. ex Chiov.) Morrone (= Pennisetum clandestinum Hochst. ex Chiov.) 
(Poaceae) (exotic) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 201; South Africa]. 

Cynodon species (Poaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a]. 
Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 201; South Africa]. 
Hyparrhenia species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 1991c]. 
Imperata species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 1991c]. 
Leersia hexandra Sw. (Poaceae) [Cock & Congdon, 2012; Nairobi]. 
Megathyrsus maximus (Jacq.) B.K. Simon & S.W.L. Jacobs (= Panicum maximum Jacq.) (Poaceae) 

[Cock & Congdon, 2012; in captivity]. 
Oryza sativa L. (Poaceae) (rice) [Deschamps, 1956; Cameroon]. 
Setaria sp. (Poaceae) [Collins, vide Cock & Congdon, 2012; Kenya]. 
Themeda triandra Forssk. (Poaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 336; South Africa]. 
Zea mays L. (Poaceae) [Cock & Congdon, 2012]. 

 
 

Gegenes niso niso (Linnaeus, 1764)# 
 
Papilio niso Linnaeus, 1764.  Museum Ludovicae Ulricae Reginae 339 (720 pp.). Holmiae. 
Pamphila letterstedti Wallengren.  Trimen, 1866a.  [synonym for Gegenes niso] 
Pamphila hottentota (Latreille, 1823).  Trimen & Bowker, 1889.  [misidentification for Gegenes niso] 
Gegenes letterstedti (Wallengren, 1857). Evans, 1937. [synonym of Gegenes niso] 
Gegenes niso (Linnaeus, 1764). Evans, 1947. 
Gegenes hottentota Latreille, 1824.  Swanepoel, 1953a.  [misidentification for Gegenes niso] 
Gegenes niso niso (Linnaeus, 1764).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Gegenes niso niso (Linnaeus, 1764).  Pringle et al., 1994: 336. 
 
 

                
 
 

Gegenes niso niso.  Male (Wingspan 31 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Rayton, Gauteng, South Africa.  4 April 1998. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Gegenes niso niso.  Male, form ocra (Wingspan 30 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Gaika’s Kop, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.  1 January, 2002. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
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Gegenes niso niso.  Female (Wingspan 33 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Cintsa East, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.  20-31 December, 2001. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: [South Africa]: “Cap b. Spei”.  Lectotype designated by Honey & Scoble, 2001: 355. 
Distribution: Mozambique (south), Zimbabwe, Botswana (north), Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo 
Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern 
Cape Province, Western Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho. 
Specific localities: 
Botswana – Kazungula (Larsen, 1991l); Mpandama-Tenga (Larsen, 1991l); Moremi (Larsen, 1991l); 

Maun (Larsen, 1991l); Okavango Delta (Larsen, 1991l); Shakawe (Larsen, 1991l). 
Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”); 

Highlands Wilderness (Bode & Bode, unpublished checklist); Soetdoring Farm [-24.561 
28.233] (A. Mayer, pers comm. 2015); Bateleur Nature Reserve (Williams & Dobson, unpub., 
2015). 

Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Verloren Vallei Nature Reserve (Warren, 1990); 
Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Buffelspoort Nature Reserve (Williams). 

North West Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams); 
Utopia Resort (C. Dobson, 2006); Borakalalo Nature Reserve (J. Dobson, unpublished, 2009). 

Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished 
checklist, 2001); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams). 

Free State Province – Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953); Harrismith (Swanepoel, 1953) ; Platberg, 
Harrismith (Dobson, Williams & Schutte, unpublished, 2010). 

KwaZulu-Natal – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Muden (male specimen illustrated above); Kokstad 
(Swanepoel, 1953); Kosi Bay Nature Reserve (Pringle & Kyle, 2002); Tembe Nature Reserve 
(Pringle & Kyle, 2002); Ndumo Nature Reserve (Pringle & Kyle, 2002). 

Eastern Cape Province – Dordrecht (Evans, 1937); Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown 
(Swanepoel, 1953); Cathcart (Swanepoel, 1953); Elliot (Swanepoel, 1953); Somerset East 
(Swanepoel, 1953); Burgersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Gaika’s Kop (male specimen illustrated 
above); Cintsa East (female specimen illustrated above). 

Western Cape Province – Cape Town (Swanepoel, 1953); Worcester (Swanepoel, 1953); Caledon 
(Swanepoel, 1953); Swellendam (Swanepoel, 1953); Knysna (Swanepoel, 1953). 

Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz); Malolotja N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz). 
 

letterstedti Wallengren, 1857 (as sp. of Hesperia).  Öfversigt af Kongl. Vetenskaps-Akademiens 
Förhandlingar. Stockholm  annis 1838-1845. Collecta (n.s.) 2 (4): 49 (55 pp.).  [South Africa]: 
“Caffraria”.  Holotype in the Swedish Natural History Museum (images available at 
www2.nrm.se/en/lep_nrm/l). 

 
indica Mabille, 1883 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de Belgique  27: 65 (51-
78). [Africa]: “Inde”. [False locality.] 

 
ocra Evans, 1937 (as ssp. of Gegenes hottentota).  A catalogue of the African Hesperiidae indicating the 
classification and nomenclature adopted in the British Museum : 190 (212 pp.).  South Africa: 
“Dordrecht, Cape of Good Hope”.  Note:  Dickson & Kroon (1978) and Ackery et al., 1995:135 regard 
ocra Evans to be a synonym of hottentota (Latreille) but Pringle et al., 1994: 336, correctly, place ocra 
as a synonym of niso (Linnaeus). 

 
 

http://www.sntc.org.sz
http://www.sntc.org.sz
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Gegenes niso brevicornis (Plötz, 1884) 
 
Thymelicus brevicornis Plötz, 1884.  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung 45: 290 (284-290). 
 
Type locality: Angola. 
Distribution: West, Central and East Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, 
Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Gabon, Angola, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, 
Malawi, Mozambique (north). 
Specific localities: 
Ghana – Boabeng-Fiema Monkey Sanctuary (Larsen et al., 2009). 
Gabon – Pongara (van de Weghe, 2010); Tchimbele (van de Weghe, 2010); Iguela (van de Weghe, 

2010); Bateke Plateau (van de Weghe, 2010); Leconi (van de Weghe, 2010); Ekouyi-Mbouma 
(van de Weghe, 2010). 

Kenya – Chyulu Hills (van Someren, 1939). 
Tanzania – Throughout (Kielland, 1990d); Lukwangule Plateau (Kielland, 1990d); Katavi National 

Park (Fitzherbert et al., 2006). 
Malawi – Mt Mulanje (Congdon et al., 2010); Zomba Mountain (Congdon et al., 2010). 
Zambia: Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002); 80 km south of Mwinilunga (Heath et al., 2002); Kabompo 

River (Heath et al., 2002); Solwezi (Heath et al., 2002); Chingola (Heath et al., 2002); 
Mufulira (Heath et al., 2002); Ndola (Heath et al., 2002); Luanshya (Heath et al., 2002); 
Katambora (Heath et al., 2002); Victoria Falls (Heath et al., 2002); Livingstone (Heath et al., 
2002); Lusaka (Heath et al., 2002); Kanona (Heath et al., 2002); Kasama (Heath et al., 2002); 
Nyika (Heath et al., 2002). 

Mozambique – Mt Namuli (Congdon et al., 2010); Mt Mabu (Congdon et al., 2010); Mt Mecula [-
12.0772 37.6297] (Congdon & Bayliss, 2013). 

 
Note: The population on the Lukwangule Plateau, Tanzania is darker and the female has faint spots only on the 

forewing (Kielland, 1990d: 255). 
 
 

*Gegenes nostrodamus (Fabricius, 1793) 
Light Pygmy Skipper 

 
Hesperia nostrodamus Fabricius, 1793.  Entomologia Systematica emendata et aucta  3 (1): 328 (488 pp.). 
 
Type locality: North Africa: “Barbaria”. 
Distribution: Senegal (extreme north-west), Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman. 

Extralimital in the Southern Palaearctic Region, north Africa, Middle East, India. 
Specific localities: 
Senegal – Richard-Toll (Condamin, vide Larsen, 2005a); Mako (ABRI, vide Larsen, 2005a). 
Sudan – Khartoum Botanical Gardens (Larsen, 2005a). 
Habitat: In West Africa it is an oasis butterfly in the Sahel (Larsen, 2005a). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: 
Aerulopus species (Poaceae) [Benyamini, 1994; Sinai]. 
Panicum species (Poaceae) [Benyamini, 1994; Sinai]. 
Relevant literature: 
Rodriguez-Saldana, 2006  [Distribution records in Spain]. 

 
proclea Walker, 1870 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Entomologist 5: 56 (48-57).  Egypt: “Cairo”. 

 
karsana Moore, 1874 (as sp. of ?).  Ref?.  Larsen, 2005a: 546 states that this subspecies (from the 
Oriental Region) is “superfluous”. 

 
 

*Gegenes pumilio (Hoffmansegg, 1803)# 
Dark Hottentot 
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Male of the Dark Hottentot Skipper (Gegenes pumilio) 
Image courtesy Steve Woodhall 
 
 
Papilio pumilio Hoffmansegg, 1803.  Magazin für Insektenkunde (Illeger) 4: 202 (181-206). 
Gegenes pumilio Hoffmansegg.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 
Gegenes pumilio (Hoffmansegg, 1804).  Pringle et al., 1994: 336.  [date of authorship erroneous] 
 
Alternative common name: Swart Hotnot (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: No locality given. 
Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Ghana, Nigeria, 
Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, 
Swaziland, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman. 

Extralimital in southern Europe (including Greece), North Africa, Middle East, north-west 
India. 
Habitat: Savanna and the grassy slopes of mountains (Pringle et al., 1994).  In West Africa it is mainly 
in Sudan savanna, but also occurs in the southern Sahel (Larsen, 2005a).  In Tanzania from 500 to 
2 000 m (Kielland, 1990d). 
Habits: A generally uncommon species (Larsen, 1991c).  It is both local and uncommon in West Africa 
(Larsen, 2005a).  The flight is low down and rapid and individuals often rest on the ground or on low 
vegetation.  Damp places and flowers are often visited.  Males establish territories anywhere in the 
habitat, only occasionally hilltopping (Pringle et al., 1994).  They also fly up and down dry riverbeds at 
great speed (Larsen, 2005a). 
Flight period: All year in warmer areas, and from October to March in colder ones (Pringle et al., 
1994). 
Early stages: 
 
Dujardin, 1990. 
 
Henning, Henning, Joannou & Woodhall, 1997: 204. 

Egg yellow to pale green; dome-shaped.  Final instar larva pale green with white stripes, all but two of 
which end just short of head; glabrous except posterior segments which are covered by white setae; head pale 
brown, finely setose, with symmetrical lighter stripes, edged with dark brown; stripes on head begin on either side 
of a central dorsal point and run down and outwards, before curving inwards to end on either side of mandibles; 
attains length of 35 mm.  Pupa 24 mm; pale green with fine white stripes; cylindrical, tapering posteriorly; pointed 
cephalic process; wing cases and proboscis poorly defined. 

Eggs laid singly on a leaf of foodplant.  Larva lives in shelter made from leaves of foodplant, emerging 
to feed at night.  Early instars construct shelter by attaching edges of blade of grass with silk.  In last two instars 
up to five blades used to construct shelter.  Duration of larval stages about 45 days.  Pupation takes place in larval 
shelter; pupal stage duration about 60 days. 
 
Sevastopulo vide Cock & Congdon, 2012: 35 
 
Henning, Henning, Joannou & Woodhall, 1997: 205  (photograph of final instar larva and pupa). 
 
Lafranchis, 2005  [Greece]. 
 
Larval food: 
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Cenchrus clandestinus (Hochst. ex Chiov.) Morrone (= Pennisetum clandestinum Hochst. ex Chiov.) 
(Poaceae) (exotic) [Pringle et al., 1994: 336; South Africa]. 

Cynodon species (Poaceae) [Larsen, 1991c: 436]. 
Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Murray, 1959; South Africa]. 
 
Relevant literature: 
Coutsis & Anastassiu, 2011  [Recorded from the island of Simi, Greece]. 
Lafranchis, 2005  [Early stages; ecology; Greece]. 
Larsen, 1982 [Chromosome numbers of different populations]. 

 
 

Gegenes pumilio pumilio (Hoffmansegg, 1803) 
 
Papilio pumilio Hoffmansegg, 1803.  Magazin für Insektenkunde (Illeger) 4: 202 (181-206). 
 
Type locality: No locality given. 
Distribution: Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman. 

Extralimital in southern Europe, North Africa, Middle East, India. 
 

lefebvrii Rambur, 1840 in Rambur, [1838-40] (as sp. of Philoodus).  Faune entomologique de 
l’Andalusie 2: 308 (336 pp.). Paris.  Italy: “Sardaigne”. 

 
 

Gegenes pumilio gambica (Mabille, 1878)# 
 
Pamphila gambica Mabille, 1878.  Petites Nouvelles Entomologiques 2: 233 (233-236). 
Gegenes pumilio gambica (Mabille, 1878).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Synonym of Gegenes pumilio (Hoffmansegg, 1804).  Ackery et al., 1995: 135. 
Gegenes pumilio gambica (Mabille, 1878).  Pringle et al., 1994: 336.  [not seen by Ackery et al., 1995] 
 
 

                
 
 

Gegenes pumilio gambica.  Male (Wingspan 33 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Loding, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa.  5 June 2011.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Gegenes pumilio gambica.  Female (Wingspan 35 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Magaliesburg, Gauteng Province, South Africa.  10 February 2010.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
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Type locality: “Ex interiore Senegambia”.  The type in “Coll. Mabille” appears to have been lost. 
Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Ghana (north), 
Nigeria (north), Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia (from Lusaka eastwards), Mozambique, Zimbabwe, 
Botswana, Namibia (north), South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, 
Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province), Swaziland. 
Specific localities: 
Ghana – Mole National Park (J. Ciha, vide Larsen, 2005a). 
Kenya – Kacheliba (Larsen, 1991c); Kakamega Forest (Larsen, 1991c); Ologorsaile (Larsen, 1991c). 
Tanzania – Widespread (Kielland, 1990d); Katavi National Park (Fitzherbert et al., 2006). 
Zambia – Lusaka (Heath et al., 2002); Chisamba (Heath et al., 2002); Ndola (Heath et al., 2002); 

Mpongwe (Heath et al., 2002); Luongo River (Heath et al., 2002); Kawambwa (Heath et al., 
2002). 

Zimbabwe – Odzi Bridge (male illustrated above). 
Botswana – Okavango River (Trimen, 1891); Kanye (Larsen, 1991l); Gaborone (Larsen, 1991l); 

Serowe (Larsen, 1991l); Francistown (Larsen, 1991l); Kasane (Larsen, 1991l); Maun (Larsen, 
1991l); Tsao-Sehitwa area (Larsen, 1991l). 

Namibia – Omrora (Trimen, 1891); Otiemboro (Trimen, 1891); Windhoek (Pringle et al., 1994); 
Guchab (Pringle et al., 1994); Buschbrunnen Farm (Pinhey). 

Limpopo Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Percy Fyfe Nature Reserve (Warren, 1990); 
Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”); Highlands Wilderness (Bode & Bode, 
unpublished checklist); Soetdoring Farm [-24.561 28.233] (A. Mayer, pers comm. 2015); 
Bateleur Nature Reserve (Williams & Dobson, unpub., 2015). 

Mpumalanga – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Barberton (Trimen, 1891); Doorndraai Dam Nature 
Reserve (Warren, 1990); Buffelspoort Nature Reserve (Williams). 

North West Province – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Potchefstroom (Trimen, 1891); Kgaswane 
Mountain Reserve (Williams); Mountain Sanctuary N.R. (Williams); Utopia Resort (C. 
Dobson, 2006). 

Gauteng – Throughout (Swanepoel, 1953); Buffelsdrif Conservancy (Williams). 
Free State Province – Ladybrand (Swanepoel, 1953); Ficksburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Bloemfontein 

(Swanepoel, 1953). 
KwaZulu-Natal – Tugela (Swanepoel, 1953); Hluhluwe (Swanepoel, 1953); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 

1953); Ixopo (Swanepoel, 1953). 
Eastern Cape Province – Toleni (Swanepoel, 1953); Kei River (Swanepoel, 1953); Umtata (Swanepoel, 

1953). 
Swaziland – Mlawula N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz). 
 
Note: It is probable that the Afrotropical taxon gambica (Mabille, 1878) will be found to be specifically distinct 
since its chromosome number (n = 41) differs from that of the western Mediterranean populations ( pumilio 
(Hoffmansegg, 1804)) with a chromosome number of n = 24.  If this proves to be the case, then the range of 
gambica will include subSaharan Africa, southern Arabia to Lebanon and Turkey, thence to northern India 
(Larsen, 1982a).  See also Larsen, 2005a: 545. 

 
occulta Trimen, 1891 (as sp. of Pamphila).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London  1891: 103 
(59-107).  [South Africa]: “Transvaal; Barberton, Potchefstroom”; [Namibia/Botswana]: “Omrora; 
Otiemboro; Okavango River”. 

 
ursula Holland, 1896 (as sp. of Parnara?).  Proceedings of the Zoological Society of London  1896: 64 
(2-107).  “East Africa”. 
 
 

Gegenes pumilio monochroa Rebel, 1907 
 
as?  Rebel, 1907.  Denkschrift der Akademie der Wissenschaften Wien. 71 (2): 37, 77 (31-130). [1931 republication]. 
Synonym of Gegenes pumilio (Hoffmansegg, 1804).  Ackery et al., 1995: 135. 
Gegenes pumilio monochroa (Rebel, 1907).  Henning et al., 1997: 203. 
 
Type locality: Yemen: “Sokótra”. 
Distribution: Yemen (Socotra Island). 

http://www.sntc.org.sz
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