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LATEST NEWS

Welcome to Novemberds news$l etter

In South Africa at least, the butterfly season is in full swing, and we have a full schedule of news,
scientific articles, and trip-reports in this newsletter.

Over the weekend of 2 and 3 October, LepSoc Africa hosted its Annual Conference and General

Meet i ng, which for the first time, showcased bot
While we will undoubtably be able to make the live / virtual interactions slicker in future, | believe

the system worked really well and we will adopt a similar formula in future: our Conference will be
accessible to all LepSoc Africa members, wherever you may live in the world.

Corrections

Nothing to report this month!

LepSoc Africa Conference

LSA held its annual Conference and General Meeting
over the weekend of 2 and 3 October. The date was
chosen to coincide with prime Highveld butterfly
season and to encourage delegates from other areas
to attend. The conference was dedicated to Peter
Webb, who as many of you will know, is critically ill
with pancreatic cancer.

For the first time, the Conference consisted of a
combination of Anvirtual O
plus those delegates who attended in person.

The venue was the Nestlé Centre at WSBG and the
venue was provided to us, free of charge, by SANBI.

We had a total of twelve presentations, which we crammed into Saturday, leaving Sunday free for
the AGM.
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The list of some very diverse and interesting presentations is as follows:

1 Mark Williams: Inferring biodiversity drivers from patterns embedded in extant terminal
butterfly lineages

1 Dave Edge: COREL

1 Hermann Staude: Moths and Caterpillars of southern Africa - the final push

1 Jurate de Prins: The online Afromoths Database: boosting the Lepidoptera biodiversity
knowledge through verified and accessible data

1 Abubakar Ringim: LepiMAP T progress report on the atlas of the butterflies and moths of
Nigeria, 2010 - 2021

1 Chris Hines: Angola

1 Jeremy Dobson: The Aloeides Project - Latest

1 Freerk Molleman: Insights into tropical insect communities from long-term butterfly
monitoring

1 Christopher Willis and Jeremy Dobson: Butterfly monitoring of our National Botanical
Gardens

1 Raahil Ahmed: My story with butterflies

It was particularly gratifying to receive some talks from elsewhere on the continent, with
presentations by Abubakar Ringim and Raahil Ahmed.

We were a bit uncertain as to the degree of support the conference would receive in these
uncertain times, but were pleasantly surprised: about 30 delegates attended the conference on
Saturday, with a similar number linking in via zoom. In terms of live and virtual participants, plus
proxies, the AGM on Sunday attracted a near record attendance!

The new format - submitting office bearers reports for comment prior to the meeting - seems to
work well and we completed the AGM in record time.

If nothing else, the Covid pandemic has had a positive spin-off. The combination of live and virtual
delegates was very effective;whi | e | woul dndét say the event was
no major problems and the format allows delegates to participate in the conference from anywhere

in the world.

We will undoubtedly host further conferences in a similar manner, although there are definitely

ways that we can make the event more seamless and interactive in future.

Thanks, once again, to our presenters and to SANBI for providing the venue, especially LepSoc

Africads Christopher Wil | i s .dréTCdetzenforassiatdanseavitht o Chr
setting up the Avirtual o interface and finally
the event.



The award winners were as follows:
ABN Awards

Article of the Year
Hermann Staude for Mount Sheba Revisited

Aloeides Project
Dave Edge

Butterfly Index
Mark Liptrot and Steve Woodhall

Photo of the Year i Winner for the 2020-2021 season
Vaughan Jessnitz

LepSoc Africa Awards

Torben Larsen Memorial Tankard (Best, or most influential publication on
Afrotropical lepidoptera)
Haydon Warren-Gash for Mylothris

lvan Bampton Perpetual Teapot
Hermann Staude for the CRG Results (Metamorphosis Volume 31
Part 3)

Chairmans Award
Dave Edge for his work with Metamorphosis

Honorary Life Membership
Steve Woodhall for his services to LepSoc Africa and
for his promotion of African butterflies through
numerous books and publications




Describing new species based entirely on barcodes

A paper by a team of authors, including Dirk AhrensandL e p Soc Afri cads Mari an
titled Is it time to describe new species without diagnoses? - A comment on Sharkey et al. (2021)

This is a response to a paper by Sharkey and others which describes over 400 new species of
Hymenoptera (sawflies, wasps, bees and ants) based entirely on their mitochondrial DNA
barcodes.

The conclusion of the Ahrens paper is that, while barcoding is a great tool for standardizing and
automating species recognition, traditional taxonomic techniques must still be applied in species
descriptions.

Describing new species without diagnosis?

The Golden Age of Taxonomy

Mark Williams forwarded the following link.

An article, in the Quillette Newsletter, discusses the creation of global databases that centralize
and standardize information about biodiversity; one such resource, The Catalogue of Life, has
increased its list of species from just over 200 000 to over two million in the last twenty years. By
organizing our knowledge, these databases promise to bring taxonomy into a golden age of
reliability and accessibility. Information that once existed only in the heads of experts and rotting
scrolls is now in reach of anyone with a computer.

Of interest to the English Naming project, the archives compile taxonomic synonyms under a

single entry and link them with common names of species, meaning they are useful for both
scientists and laypeople.

The Golden Age of Taxonomy

Latitudinal Diversity Gradient

A paper by a team of aut hadernek FridandRiclhiadiVang-Wriglet s S o c
titted Conserved ancestral tropical niche but different continental histories explain the latitudinal
diversity gradient in brush-footed butterflies.

By focussing on a single butterfly family, the Nymphalidae, the paper examines the ways in which
biodiversity increases as one moves from the poles towards the equator.

Among the many interesting conclusions is this:
The high level of butterfly diversity within the Amazon rainforest is a result of low extinction rates,
not high speciation rates.

Latitudinal Diversity Gradient



https://www.dropbox.com/s/skt7wk2i6uv8w2t/Ahrens%20et%20al%202021%20-%20describibg%20new%20species%20without%20diagnoses.pdf?dl=0
https://quillette.com/2021/10/14/technology-and-the-golden-age-of-taxonomy/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/wndci5t38g50j54/Conserved%20ancestral%20tropical%20niche%20but%20different%20continental%20histories%20explain%20the%20latitudinal%20diversity%20gradient%20in%20brush-footed%20butterflies.pdf?dl=0

Butterfly field trip to Verloren Valei Nature Reserve

At the request of Friends of Verloren Valei (a Society of which LepSoc Africa is a corporate
member), Justin Bode and | will be leading a butterfly walk-and-talk at Verloren Valei on Saturday
18 December 2021.

For further information, please refer to the flyer below:

Verloren Valei

Orachrysops warreni Pseudonympha paludis Aloeides rossouwi (?)

Verloren Valei Verloren Valei Verloren Valei
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson

Verloren Valei 1T Botanical Ramble

Friends of Verloren Valei have arranged a botanical ramble at Verloren Valei, in the company of
Kevin Balkwill. Kevin is a plant taxonomist and a professor in the School of Animal, Plant and

Environmental Sciences at Wits. He was Curator of the C.E. Moss Herbarium at Wits for 32 years.

Verloren Valei is a wetland reserve of international importance (a Ramsar site); it is famous as an
orchid hotspot and for its wildflowers in general.

Date: 4 December 2021 (09h00 until approximately 14h00, depending on weather)
Price: R200 per person (covers entrance to the reserve); R150 for Friends of Verloren Valei
or affiliated groups

Booking is essential, and numbers are limited. Much of the day will be spent walking on
uneven ground, so participants should be reasonably fit and mobile: contact James van den
Heever jamesh@tiscali.co.za to reserve your place.

Botanical Ramble

Verloren Valei newsletter
|l 6ve attached a |link to the | atest Verl oren

Verloren Valei

Val


https://www.dropbox.com/s/xc35x8pdghmn0sp/Verloren%20Valei.pdf?dl=0
mailto:jamesh@tiscali.co.za
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xw8191bvrxvncp4/Verloren%20Valei%20-%20Botanical%20Ramble.pdf?dl=0
file:///C:/Users/user/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/0BBBTVDS/2021.07%20FVV%20October%20Newsletter%20_HTML.html

Fynbos Magazine

LepSoc Africad Magriet Brink published an article in Fynbos magazine titled Rearing Caterpillars
for Science (page 3).

Magriet outlines the objectives of the Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG), summarizes some of the
CRGO6s achievements over t hhowtoeea tatetpibars. year s and

Fynbos magazine

A new species of Ghost Moth

A new species of Ghost Moth, Eudalaca viette, has been described from Karkloof Nature Reserve,
KwaZulu-Natal.

The description was published in ZooNova by John Grehan and others.

Eudalaca viette

African Wildlife and Environment

Charles Botha forwarded me the latest issue of African Wildlife and Environmentma ga z i n e ; I
included a link below.

Thee-magazine contains the AGardening for Biodive
continue their series of articles on this topic.

Gardening for Biodiversity

Tracking insects in Kruger National Park with DNA barcodes

In a major study, 367 743 insects were collected in Malaise traps at 25 sites in the Kruger National

Park. Barcoding revealed 19 730 species, i ncluding many species of
these barcodes, but havenodét received anything vy

The researchers concluded that species were clearly differentiated between ecoregions and were
strongly influenced by variations in rainfall.

The results of this study should provide solid baseline data for future monitoring programs.

Barcoding of insects in the Kruger Park



https://www.dropbox.com/s/odkc9fjx206sngt/Fynbos%20-%20Magriet%20Brink.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ilx1ymsv4wqkjx6/Grehan%20et%20al%202021%20Eudalaca%20cipollai%20n%20sp.pdf?dl=0
file:///C:/Users/user/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-6/Files/AWE%2079%20article%202%20Charles%20Botha.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/t9b2s4w52lhow5w/KrugerMalaiseTrap%20project.pdf?dl=0

A CRG representative on the LepSoc Africa Council
(Suncana Bradley)

The possibility of adopting a Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) representative on the LepSoc Africa
Council was discussed at Octoberdés AGM. Her mann
post and | am very pleased to announce that Suncana has accepted the position.

Suncana has provided a brief CV below:

Born and raised in wartime Croatia, | was only a casual nature
appreciator until a couple years ago. Moving to South Africa to be with
my now husband opened my eyes to the wonders of biodiversity, but
the rearing bug didn't bite until we moved to the green Western
suburbs of Durban in 2015. The first contact with the Caterpillar

® Rearing Group was via the Facebook page while attempting to identify
¢ a cute, hairy caterpillar found in my garden. Just like everyone else |
thought it's only a matter of asking Google or social media, just to be
told I best rear it if | want to know what it is. It all started with that one
Lasiocampidae, and soon turned into a passion, if not a bit of an
obsession.

" My college degree may say I'm a teacher and my job title may claim
I'm a Tech Director, but I'm at my happiest in the bush with tubs ready to be filled with caterpillars
and my macro lens ready to shoot. In between rearing, being a mom and a full-time job, | also
read a lot, find a bit of time for video games, and put a lot of work and effort in conservation of our
local green belts.

A range extension for the Cape Flats Freckled Ranger

In September, Louise Baldwin and her team found three new localities for the Ciritically
Endangered Cape Flats Freckled Ranger (Kedestes barberae bunta). These are the first new sites
discovered for this butterfly since 2014.

The localities are about 700 m north of the current Pelican Park and Strandfontein patches and
form part of a proposed housing development. Cliff Dorse says the areas have been set aside
from the development so in theory they should not be threatened.

A new locality for Chrysoritis rileyi

Andrew Morton recently discovered a new locality for Worcester Opal (Chrysoritis rileyi). This
butterfly was listed as Endangered after the SALCA project.

The discovery was a direct result of the SALCA Screening Tool,
which flags sites that may contain threatened butterflies. The

locality, near McGregor in the Western Cape, was pencilled in

for the development of a sand-quarry, but SALCA had identified -
it as a possible home for another endangered butterfly,

Worcester Russet (Aloeides lutescens).

Dave Edge, the SALCA project leader, requested Andrew to

. . . o Chrysoritis rileyi
investigate and the discovery of C. rileyi was an unexpected, Jeremy Dobson

and very welcome, surprize.



A new taxonomic st Hdawknsthf or Dar wi nods

Jean Haxaire, David LeesandL e p So ¢ ARbdolphe Roaigerie, have reviewed the taxonomic
status of t he Hawkmo t $lideir Paper was published in ANTENOR, September
2021.

The Madagascan population of this moth has been regarded, until now, as a subspecies of
Xanthopan morganii (Walker, 1856), a species known to occur in the continental Afrotropical
region. After a thorough integrative study combining several morphological characters and
molecular data, the researchers of the new paper concluded that the Malagasy insect should be
raised to a full species and have named it Xanthopan praedicta.

The moth has a fascinating history:

The giant hawkmoth was discovered in 1882. Its
existence, however, was predicted 20 years
earlierd and nearly 5,700 miles awayd by
Charles Darwin, as he sat in his London office
inspecting an unusual Star-of-Bethlehem orchid
sent by a colleague. The specimen featured a
foot-long nectar spur, with the nectar itself

pooled only at the ver

Darwin wrote in a |lett

cansuck it?0

Darwin declared that scientists would one day Xanthopan praedicta

di scover t hevoluignaryhparthé:sn ¢ o Photo credit: Kevin Twomey

insect with a foot-long proboscis. Two decades later, they did just that, documenting a species of
African hawkmoth that handily demonstrates Dar w
development of two species is driven or modified by the other.

Wikipedia 1 California Academy of Sciences

Xanthopan praedicta

Angola

Chris Hines forwarded a link to Biodiversity of Angola by Brian Huntley et al. This is an excellent
book and is available as a free downloadable PDF.

Chapter 10 contains The Butterflies and Skippers of Angola: An Updated Checklist by F. Mendes,
A. Bivar-de-Sousa and Mark Williams.

Biodiversity of Angola



https://www.dropbox.com/s/9obe2okggxlbg5t/MinetBasquinHaxaireLeesRougerie2021XanthopansppAntenor.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hdthchl20uksjdi/Biodiversity%20of%20Angola.pdf?dl=0

Charaxes saturnus brunnescens

Charaxes saturnus brunnescens is no more; it has been synonymised with C. s. saturnus.

Butterflies released in Finland contained parasitic wasps i with
more wasps inside

The Guardian reported on an unfortunate example of the dangers of introducing insects to a new
locality.

Caterpillars of the Glanville Fritillary (Melitaea cinxia) were introduced to the tiny island of Sottunga
in the Baltic Sea, and scientists hoped to study how the emerging butterflies would disperse
across the landscape.

The researchers did not realise that their introduction of the

butterfly led to the emergence of three other species, which

% sprang out of the butterfly like Russian dolls. Some of the

. caterpillars contained a parasitic wasp, Hyposoter horticola,

which bursts from the caterpillar before it can pupate. Living

inside some of these small wasps was another even tinier
parasite, a Ahyper pakMexhotuocf. dd wa
stigmaticus. It kills the parasitic wasp around the same time as

the wasp kills the caterpillar and emerges ten days later from the

Melitaea cinxia . R
Eza, France caterpillarbdés carcass.

Jeremy Dobson
Along for the ride was a bacterium that is carried by the female H. horticola wasps and transmitted
to her offspring. By some unknown mechanism, Wolbachia pipientis increases the susceptibility of
the parasitic wasp to being taken over by the tiny parasitic wasp M. stigmaticus, which can only
live on the H. horticola wasp.

Melitaea cinxia



https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/sep/14/butterflies-finland-parasitic-wasps

Yet another Insect Apocalypse story
Chris Hines circulated the following link to an article published in the Guardian.

British butterflies are probably the most thoroughly monitored insects in the world and current
research indicates that 2021 has recorded the lowest number of butterflies in history. In contrast
with most of Africa, a major problem this year appears to be too much rain, which has severely
restricted the butterfly Hflight periods and opportunities to mate.

The ten most commonly encountered species in the survey (number of records in 2021 and the
percentage differences in comparison to last year) are listed below:

1. Small White (Pieris rapae) (252,151; -5%)

2. Large White (Pieris brassicae) (229,218; -16%)

3. Meadow Brown (Maniola jurtina) (197,060; +33%)

4. Gatekeeper (Pyronia tithonus) (133,726; -30%)

5. Red Admiral (Vanessa atalanta) (75,394; -10%)

6. Ringlet (Aphantopus hyperantus) (63,311; +81%)

7. Peacock (Inachis io) (61,668; -63%)

8. Small Tortoiseshell (Aglais urticae) (38,543; -32%)

9. Marbled White (Melanargia galathea) (28,704; +213%)
10. Green-veined White (Pieris napi) (27,784; -9%)

British butterfly survey

UPL

Many of you will be aware of the chemical spillage at the UPL (United Phosphorus Limited) factory
at Cornobia, KwaZulu-Natal.

The spillage, which occurred as a result of the widespread civil unrest in July, could potentially be
an environmental catastrophe, but little information is being released by UPL.

KZN Provincial Government has released a proposal for the formation of a stakeholders forum, in
order to establish the magnitude of the disaster and to subsequently revert with appropriate
measures. At the LepSoc Africa AGM, Steve Woodhall was appointed as our representative in this
matter.

UPL - Stakeholders Forum

A request for information by the Cornubia Fire Action Group was submitted to UPL,; their lawyers
have responded as follows:

Reply to a request for information by UPL
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/oct/07/number-of-butterflies-in-the-uk-at-a-record-low-survey-finds
https://www.dropbox.com/s/p563w5vqwpnh7gp/UPL%20-%20Proposal%20for%20Forum.pdf?dl=0
file:///C:/Users/user/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2021/ABN%202021-6/Files/Response%20to%20Cornubia%20Fire%20Action%20Group%20PAIA%20Request%20-%2020.10.21%20(ID%202268815).pdf

Revisions to the Liptena (Michel Libert)

LepSoc Africa member Michel Libert published a recent paper titled iNouveaux taxons et
synonymies dans le groupe de Liptena opaca (Kirby, 1890) (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae, Poritiinae)o .

Mark Williams has extracted the relevant taxonomic revisions, which are listed as follows:

1 Liptena opaca ugandanais raised to L.
ugandana.

1 L. opaca centralis is synonymized with L.
opaca gabunica.

1 L. opaca sankuru is recombined as L.
albomacula sankuru.

1 L. immaculata is removed from synonymy
with L. opaca.

1 L. ouesso is synonymized with L. Liptena opaca gabunica

immaculata. Ebogo, Cameroon
Jeremy Dobson

1 L. ouesso mayombe is recombined as L.
immaculata mayombe.

M L. immaculata orientis Libert, 2021 is described.

9 L. arnouxi Libert, 2021 is described.

=
—

. laguerrei Libert, 2021 is described.

M L. mariae Libert, 2021 is described.

=a
—

. perconfusa Libert, 2021 is described.

—

1 L. brophyi Libert, 2021 is described.
9 L. restricta Libert, 2021 is described.

Afrotropical Butterflies has been updated accordingly and may be accessed via the
metamorphosis.org.za website.

Mi c hel Libertds paper can be viewed here:

Liptena - Libert 2021
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http://metamorphosis.org.za/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/luvvur9f6fyejiu/Libert%202021%20-%20Liptena%20opaca%20species%20group%20taxonomy.pdf?dl=0

Northern Cape expedition

Mark Williams joined Peter and Alison Ward and me for a Northern Cape expedition in early
September. Mark and | left Joburg on 3 Sep and overnighted at firhe Outlookdat Keimoes, a
stopover that | can highly recommend. Enroute, we stopped briefly at Kuruman (a solitary Kalahari
Mottled Russet (Aloeides molomo krooni) and the Olifantshoek - Witsand road (nothing).

We arrived at the Carolusberg spot near Springbok the following morning, but it was cold - about

15°C-sowedecided t o push on for St ei nkop Bteinkdpheghernbatat h

| thought it was good enough for us to find a few butterflies. | was wrong. Slightly shaken, we
decided to push on for Port Nolloth. The temperature was about 19°, with a coolish breeze, but the
local butterflies are tough beasts and | considered that we should at least find something - we
didnot .

Glumly, we headed back towards Springbok. | was seriously concerned, and insect-apocalypse
stories occupied my thoughts: ABNhead | i nes wer e being prepar &nod,
of the Worl d Fatunately, a kriefetop ai Ananaus Pass restored my sense of well-
being, to a degree: there were a few Silvery Russet (Aloeides barklyi), lots of Damara Russet
(Aloeides damarensis damarensis) and one or two Namaqua Arrowhead (Phasis clavum clavum)
and Namaqua Silverline (Cigaritis namaquus). No Steinkopf Russet (Aloeides bamptoni)
unfortunately.

o~ HaTT
. e e

L

Aloeides damarensis damarensis Cigaritis namaquus Aloeides barklyi
Ananaus Pass Ananaus Pass Ananaus Pass
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson

Later, we met up with Peter and Alison at our accommodation for the next five days i Naries
Namaqua Retreat, about 20 km west of springbok. This is a brilliant lodge, with a superb
restaurant.

The weather forecast for the fg
Mark and | decided to play ou/ s
entailed a trip to Vioolsdrif on the Namibian border. This is an :
amazing place - if you are a geologist. For the rest of us, it
conjures a stark landscape of tortured rocks, hot sand and (in
September) a green and unhealthy-looking Orange River. If you
look closely in some of the rocky gullies you will see a few
Maerua trees, and this is all it takes to support populations of
Desert Arab (Colotis doubledayi). We saw one or two 5 ,
specimens, but it was fairly quiet, even by Vioolsdrif standards. Vioolsdrif ]
Jeremy Dobson
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Mark suggested that we turn our attention to some Buffalo Thorn next to the river and, sure
enough, there were several Western Pie (Tuxentius hesperis) flying here.

Colotis doubledayi Tuxentius hesperis
Vioolsdrif Vioolsdrif
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson
We met wup with Peter and Alison that evening, r

visited Komaggas about 20 km southwest of Naries, and nonchalantly showed us a few
Lepidochysopsh e 6 d ¢ a u g h t GoldénlGiant Cupie (Lepidochrysops penningtoni),
probably the most sought-after butterfly in the Northern Cape.

I 6d |Ii ke to say Peter had tracked this butterf]|
rather different:
1 The Google Lady had had her customary brainf r eeze whi l e trying to
Nati onal Par ko
1 The Wards were feeling peckish and had decided to stop for lunch
1 A convenient parking spot presented itself at that exact moment.

The following day (another cold, windy, but dry example of fairly miserable Northern Cape

weat her) saw us returning to Peterés spot and w
jackets on, looking for more L. penningtoni. We found a couple, but it was really hard work. The

host plant appears to be a speciesof Selago, t hat maps the butterfl yds
reasonably well.

Melampias huebneri steniptera

Lepidochrysops penningtoni (m) Lepidochrysops penningtoni (f)

Komaggas Komaggas Komaggas
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson

Afterwards we visited Kleinsee, about 100 km away - a place thatl h a d n 6 tto befere. e
spent about 10 minutes there, which is more than enough time to take in the highlights of this
town. De Beers has commandeered most of the surrounding coastal dunes; we had a half-hearted
look for butterfliesbutdi dndét find anything.
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The followingday (8Sep), we briefly returned t
to Carolusberg. The latter is a well-known locality for Silvery Russet (Aloeides

barklyi) - there were several flying-but | di dndét find muc
Namaqualand Russet (Aloeides arida).

o
(2]

gapa

The following day, Mark and | headed off for Wallekraal. There were one or two

Opals on the dunes, but I think they were all Perseus Opal (Chrysoritis perseus)
rather than the sought-after Wallekraal Opal (Chrysoritis lyndseyae). Port Nolloth
Russet (Aloeides nollothi) was reasonably common, which | was pleased about -

I will now be able to confirm or reject the Genbank mtDNA sequence, which puts A. nollothi in the
Simplex subgroup.

We then visited some low hills between Hondeklip Bay and Koingnaas, where Mark and | had
found Gariep Hillside Brown (Stygionympha geraldi) last year. S. geraldi were, once again,

reasonably common and there were a few more Western Thysbe Opal (Chrysoritis thysbe
bamptoni), and A. nollothi.

Aloeides nollothi Aloeides margaretae
Wallekraal Wallekraal

Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson

We spent very |little time at these | ocalities,
dayo to date. Il now know tBaatd Witywaten in theaKamigsleetg inf r o m
less than two hours, including a stop for diesel, butlwoul d n6t recommend this t

Witwater was hard work - there were a few Namaqua Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops wykehami) -
but only on the highest peaks - several Namaqualand Russet (Aloeides arida) and a couple of
Namaqua Opal (Chrysoritis aridus).

\N .\vJ‘

e w L 2N

Lepidochrysops wykehami Chrysoritis aridus Chrysoritis aridus
Kamiesberg Kamiesberg Kamiesberg
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson
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That evening was our | ast at Naries and we said
to the Cederberg the following day, to look for Cederberg Russet (Aloeides monticola) and

Cederberg Ranger (Kedestes sarahae), but Mark and | eventually concluded that this was too far

and decided to visit the Kotzesrus area instead - it proved to be surprisingly quiet.

A brief stop at the hilltop tower near Nuwerus yielded a few Aloeides, whi ch | 6ve penc
Pointed Russet (Aloeides apicalis). We still had time to drive up the Giffberg, where | found a

couple of Swartland Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops titei) and Dwarf Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops

dukei). Mar k remember ed a MWgianthuspraveusly antd, sudecenobigh,the d
bushes were being visited sporadically by Cederberg Silver Arrowhead (Phasis thero

cedarbergae).

Argyraspodes argyraspis Aloeides apicalis

Nuwersus Nuwersus
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson
Finding accommodation for that evening provedtobef ai r 1y stressful . I 6d g

Vanrhynsdorp from the Namaqua Lodge - which of course was full. Anyway, my eleventh phone
call - out of a list of twelve - yielded a cancellation at the Botuin Olive Guesthouse, which | can
highly recommend.

The following day (10 Sep) saw us drive up the spectacular Va n R h wss @ sur flPst stop for
the day, the Nieuwoudtville Waterfall. Northern Donkey Daisy Copper (Chrysoritis zonarius
coetzeri) was flying in good numbers. The wildflower display at Hantam Botanical Gardens
appeared to be over for 2021, so we headed off for Keiskie Road, south of Calvinia. To say that
Northern Sutherland Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops jamesi claassensi) were scarce would be an
understatement, but Mark and | between us saw a handful; | also found a few Highland Namaqua
Arrowhead (Phasis clavum erythema) and Kamieskroon Beaufort Opal (Chrysoritis beaufortia
stepheni) on an adjacent hillside.

Chrysoritis zonarius coetzeri Phasis clavum clavum
Keiskie Road Nieuwoudtville Nieuwoudtville
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson

15



The drive to Keimoes (our overnight stop) from Calvinia is not a particularly long one, at just over
300km.It does however disprove Einsteinostmel®Oeaur y r
journey home the following day, we stopped briefly at Kuruman, but it was cool and windy and

nothing was flying.

Overall, we had a really good butterfly-trip. Despite numerous previous visits to the Northern
Cape, there is always something new to see.

Kamiesberg near Witwater Nieuwoudtville Waterfall Vanrhynsdorp

Golden Giant Cupid (Ernest Pringle)

Ernest Pringle has studied some Lepidochrysops specimens in his collection, from Kamiesberg
(Wolfhok) and from the top of the Groenvlei Pass near Kamieskroon; he has compared these with
the photographs that | sent him of butterflies from Komaggas near Springbok i refer to the
preceding article.

From my photographs, he initially thought that there were more white
markings on the underside of the hindwing than on his specimens, but
this feature proved to be very variable in his series. Ernest then reverted
to the original description of Lepidochrysops penningtoni published in
1969 and studied the illustration of the female allotype; this specimen
was taken near Spektakel, which is close to Komaggas. Unfortunately,
flash-lighting has distorted the background of the black and white image.
A relatively good photograph of the underside of the male, however,
agrees very well with the Komaggas specimen.

The features that Charles Dickson listed for L. penningtoni in comparison with L. bacchus, are as
follows:

a) Larger average size

b) Richer bronzy tone of the upper side

C) More regular size of the discal markings of the hindwing underside

d) The black spot near the tornus is surmounted by dull orange, as against the white
scaling in L. bacchus.

According to Ernest, there are real problems with definitions c) and d) above.

For point c) the discal markings vary considerably on his specimens, some of which have
pronounced sagittate markings in the discal area, while others are much reduced 1 in fact, more
like the paratype underside illustrated on Plate 146 of Penningtons.
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Feature d) is also variable in some of E r n e spécinens of L. bacchus, which also have dull
orange markings surmounting the tornal spot.

Ernest then looked for help from the genitalia-dissections and studied the photograph of the male
genitalia of L. penningtoni illustrated in the 1969 description. He also referred to the work done in

this regard by Cottrell in 1965. Cottrell places huge emphasis on the shape of the lateral end piece

of the aedeagus, which is unfortunately not clear from the L. penningtoni photograph.1 n Er ne st
opinion, all other discernible features would have resulted in Cottrell classifying the Steinkopf

specimens as a variety of L. bacchus. This is what he did after analysing the male genitalia of the
Eastern Cape L. bacchus, even though the distributional gap between them and the closest

population of the Western Cape populations (at Grootvadersbos, incidentally) is greater than the

gap to Namaqualand. Charles Dickson at that time either lacked the expertise or will to emulate
Cottrell s analysis.

Dicksonstat es t hat fAThere are detai
genitalia in comparison with those of bacchus and other allied
species which have been examinedd  laoes not specify

what these differences are. He then mentionsCot t r el | 6 s
paper and his fAexhaustiveod st ud
Methymna group but does not apply this to L. penningtoni.

Cottrell never examined any specimens from Namaqualand,

as these were not known at the time.

The upshot of all this is that, based on Dicksond6 s 0 wn
analysis, the Komaggas specimens, as well as those from

further south, are L. pennintoni. Other people may disagree,

buti n Ernestodos opinion, this 1is
given that criteria a) and b) are the only reliable ones.

Ernest believes that all Namaqualnd specimens are different to L. bacchus, and there is a large
distributional gap between specimens from the Western Cape and Namaqualand which would
support this premise. There is, on the other hand, no real distributional gap between populations
from Steinkop and those from Spektakel and Kamieskroon.

| will provide Ernest with a specimen of the Komaggas population for genitalia-dissection and will
also submitlegs ampl es f or mt DNA COl barcoding; | etbés s
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Namaqualand - September 2021 (Peter Ward)

Alison and | had planned to go to Namaqualand in September 2020 to see the flowers, something
we had been promising ourselves for years, but Covid put paid to those plans. So this year when it
became clear that we would be able to travel I quickly got moving to book accommodation. Armed
with my only Namaqualand experience which was a trip done with Dietmar Ley in 2018, | decided
Naries Retreat on the Spektakel Pass just outside of Springbok would be a good base from which
to work. | managed to get 5 days in a 4-person self-catering unit, not the days | wanted but close
enough. | guess the only reason | could get accommodation in flower season at short notice was
the uncertainty surrounding Covid, as these places are normally booked out 6 months in advance.
Jeremy Dobson and | had been tentatively planning a
Namaqualand trip for some time, so | suggested he and
Mark Williams join us at Naries. And then | went about
planning the rest of the trip around the 5 days at Naries.
Armed by this stage with a SANPARKS collecting permit
thanks to Andrew Morton.

On 2 September Alison and | set off, overnighting in some
very basic accommodation at Kuruman before spending a
night at Augrabies Falls National Park, so | could show
Alison the falls at Augrabies.

The first 2 days were dismal as far as butterflies and flowers
were concerned, the areas being very dry, But Augrabies
was as stark and beautiful as ever. Then on 4" September
we headed off for Springbok to meet up with Jeremy and
Mark at Naries. The trip was looking worse and worse i we
got as far as Pofadder and had still seen no flowers or
butterflies. About 30 km from Springbok the first flowers
started showing and it was clear we were in for a treat.
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Jeremy has done a trip report for the 5 days
Naries Retreat is highly recommended and the food they serve, should you want a break from
braaiing, is highly recommended! The weather was generally cool and very windy, and we saw
some good flowers, but the highlight was definitely our chance re-discovery of what is believed to
be Lepidochrysops penningtoni (The Golden Giant Cupid) i still to be confirmed but the probability
is extremely high.

We said goodbye to Mark and Jeremy on the 9" of September and headed to Hondeklipbaai
where | had booked 2 nights and lan Bampton was joining us. The weather was cool and very
windy, not promising and even worse was forecast for the next day. lan arrived about 3pm and
barely had time to park before | dragged him off to a site on the road to Koingnaas, in case the
weather washed out play the next day. It was a bit late in the day, but we did manage to find some
Stygionympha geraldi, the Gariep Hillside Brown, and Chrysoritis lyndseyi, the Wallekraal Opal.

That night we almost got pneumonia getting a
meal at the Dop en Kreef seaside restaurant.
The sea mist was in, and the wind was howling
and it felt like the Antarctic had blown in. The
next day did not look promising but we headed
to the Koingnaas spot again and managed to
drive out of the coastal mist belt. It was still cold
and windy but at least we had sun. Despite the
chill, quite a few butterflies were on the wing,
and we did well with Stygionympha geraldi and
Chrysoritis lyndseyi. There were quite a few
Aloeides nollothi, the Port Nolloth Russet, as
well as some other Aloeides and Chrysoritis |

still need to Identlfy' View from our house at Hondeklipbaai

The next day we headed for Nieuwoudtville for 2 nights in search of more flowers and hopefully
butterflies. Again, the weather was cold and windy, the flowers spectacular and the butterflies
disappointing. We did manage a few Phasis clavum (Namaqua Arrowhead) and lan managed
some Tylopaedia sardonyx (King Copper) and Cigaritis namaquus (Namaqua Silverline).
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After 2 nights at Nieuwoudtville we headed for a Self-
catering unit on a farm between Carnarvon and Loxton. The
area was devastatingly dry, black and grey and looked like
a post-apocalyptic world. Luckily we were only there for 1
night. The owners have not seen rain for 7 years now.

The place we stayed AThe Ol d Stone CottageoO was
essence of Rustic Chic, and we wil/l return once
charming night visitor:

lan and myself contemplating a new form of Lepidopterist
transportééée

We said goodbye to lan the following morning as he headed into the Garies area for some days of
wild camping with his self-contained 5-star off-road camping trailer. | believe he was nearly blown
away and frozen half to death over the next 5 days or so !!!

Alison and | headed back home to Johannesburg via a night at the newest National Park, Mokala,
just south of Kimberly. Like all the SANPARKS place, neat, clean and well-maintained.

We arrived home after travelling nearly 4,000 km in 2 weeks, and for the first time in my life a
butterfly trip where | seldom was warm enough to remove my jacket. But it was well worth it!
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Mountainlands (Jeremy Dobson)

As the COREL custodian of Purple-brown Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops jefferyi) and Barberton
Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops swanepoeli), | arranged to visit Mountainlands with Dietmar Ley on 9
October.

The trip was a bit earlier in the season than | would have normally planned it, as | wanted to see
Dietmar and Claudia before they returned to France and to meet up with Hanna and Dave Edge
who were in Mpumalanga and also staying with the Leys.

As it turned out, my timing was perfect. Conventional wisdom used to dictate that you visited
Barberton during the first weekend in November if you wished to see the endemic Lepidochrysops.
Well, these days you may see L. swanepoeli in early November, but you will almost certainly be
too late for L. jefferyi.

Arrangements with fellow | epidopterists tend to
a bit concerned on Friday evening about the non-appearance of the Edges (it turned out that Dave

and Hanna had only planned to arrive on the Saturday evening). Anyway, having finally managed

to contact Dave on Saturday morning - who was on his way to Mac-Mac Falls - Dietmar and | set

of f for the Barberton Hills, via the Mountainl a

The weather was perfect, and we found all three of the Barberton specials flying in varying
numbers. L. jefferyi was possibly the most abundant i | must have counted about ten specimens,
all males. L. swanepoeli was less numerous, although we were perhaps a week early for this
species. Having said that, a few butterflies were already a bit worn i some specimens must have
emerged in late September. Barberton Russet (Aloeides barbarae) was the scarcest of the three
COREL species, although we appeared to be too late for its first emergence and all specimens
were past their best. This species has at least two broods and Martin Lunderstedt, Malcolm Bain,
Dietmar and | found it common in February last year.

Lepidochrysops jefferyi Lepidochrysops swanepoeli Aloeides barbarae

Barberton Mountainlands, Mpumalanga Barberton Mountainlands, Mpumalanga Barberton Mountainlands, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson

| collected a few samples of the Lepidochrysops larval food
plant, as | believe this may turn out to be an undescribed plant
species, which would explain the extremely restricted distribution
of the butterflies. To my i nex
to be the same Ocimum grandiflorum that we find on the
Highveld.

Ocimum grandiflorum
Barberton Mountainlands, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson
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There were plenty of other butterflies at Mountainlands (41 species i Abundance Index 4.2 Good)
and we had an enjoyable day. Dietmar found a solitary Wolkberg Sandman (Ernsta secessus) and
there were several Speckled Red Acraea (Acraea violarum violarum).

Aloeides dryas Acraea violarum violarum Aloeides swanepoeli

Barberton Mountainlands, Mpumalanga Barberton Mountainlands, Mpumalanga Barberton Mountainlands, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson

| wished to visit the southern parts of Mountainlands adjacent to Shiyalongubu, to see whether
Sabie Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops irvingi) was flying. We saw one or two i we were probably a
bit late 7 but also a few of the Restless Cupid (Orachrysops lacrimosa) that flies at the same
locality.
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Precis octavia sesamus Lepidochrysops irvingi Euchrysops dolorosa

Shiyalongubu, Mpumalanga Shiyalongubu, Mpumalanga Shiyalongubu, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson

A leisurely afternoon drive though Shiyalongubu yielded no Northern Golden Flash (Chrysoritis
phosphor borealis) unfortunately, but | photographed a Common Mother-of-pearl
(Protogoniomorpha parhassus) that showcased the shifting colours reflected by the wings of this
species.

Protogoniomorpha parhassus Protogoniomorpha parhassus
Shiyalongubu, Mpumalanga Shiyalongubu, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson
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That evening we finally met up with Dave and Hanna Edge, who had
found Violescent Cupid (Orachrysops violescens) near Mac-Mac Falls;
Dave had collected a few Indigofera plant samples for identification
purposes. Claudia Ley had departed for Mozambique to spend some
time at her beach-house on the Macaneta Peninsula, so Dietmar i who
lives on the wonderful Shandon Eco Estate in Nelspruit (Mbombela) -
treated the remaining members of our party to dinner at a local
Mozambican restaurant.

The following day dawned cloudy and cool, as had been forecast. I@
pencilled in a trip to Lekgalameetse with Dietmar but based on another
poor weather forecast for the following day, decided to take a walk
around Shandon before departing for home. The estate is very large i
as | found out T and contains a variety of habitats. Despite the cool Dave and Hanna at the Edge
weather | recorded 20 species, including a butterfly that 16 ahitially bar in Nelspruit / Mbombela
identified as Small Hopper (Platylesches tina), but am now uncertain. |

didndt have a net aondusive undersiée picturas) a

but fairlpsare t h a t Platyleschiesagrésti, which is the other

possible candidate.

Bicyclus safitza safitza Graphium antheus Platylesches tina

Shandon Estate, Mpumalanga Shandon Estate, Mpumalanga Shandon Estate, Mpumalanga
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson
Despite the expedition being shorter than 16d

weather, is about as good as it gets i | had a great time.
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Searching for sunshine - Cape Trip October 2021 (Jeremy Dobson)

My wife Colleen and I took atwo-we ek tri p to the Cape i nse@a@lt ober
times - that this was a holiday and not a butterfly trip; thanks to some indifferent weather (and
despite my best efforts), it cer tamenjoybble fortrigetn 6t a

We | eft Joburg on 15 Oct for @
West. | had stopped, briefly, at Christiana to inspect some
flowering Salvia, but there were no Salvia Mountain Blue
(Harpendyreus notoba) - or anything else for that matter. There
are some nice footpaths around Vic West, but the Karoo was
desperately dry and the only butterfly | saw was Painted Lady
(Vanessa cardui).

Day two involved a drive to Sutherland, via Molteno Pass. The
temperature at Molteno was 17° C with a cool breeze, but

Victoria West, N Cape

Caledon Russet (Aloeides caledoni) is a tough beast and there Jeremy Dobson

were one or two on the wing. The temperature had dropped to a

chilly 12° C by the time we reached Sutherland, which was a pity as the winter-rainfall parts of the
Karoo were looking good.

The following day (17 Oct) had a forecast high of 9° C at

Sutherland, so we drove on to Ceres which was no warmer and,

as an added attraction, cloudy and wet. We drove around Gydo
(according to Google Maps-we coul dndét see the
overnighted at a nice guest house, owned by the sister of former
Springbok centre, De Wet Barry.

The weather looked slightly better the next day, so we drove to
Cederberg via Citrusdal (Middelberg Pass). The only butterfly |

saw at Cederberg was White-netted Brown (Pseudonympha

trimenii trimenii), but as the temperature never rose above 18° |
canodot really confirm whether the
Cederberg Ranger (Kedestes sarahae) and Cederberg Russet
(Aloeides monticola) were flying or not.

Cederberg on the Uilsgat hiking trail
Jeremy Dobson
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Aloeides caledoni Agyllia agylla agylla Pseudonympha trimenii trimenii
Molteno Pass, W Cape Molteno Pass, W Cape Cederberg, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson
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18 Oct saw us on the Piketberg, enroute to Cape Town. The weather was much better and there
were several butterflies on the wing, but no Piketberg Swartland Silver-spotted Copper (Trimenia
wallengrenii gonnemoi) or Moorreesburg Thysbe Opal (Chrysoritis thysbe schloszae). We stopped
for a late lunch at Riebeeck Kasteel and visited Tygerberg briefly to look (in vain) for Western
Sorrel Copper (Lafronorus); we arri ved a tfablonsiBiuebuttle KBoestiioosa ib the
late afternoon. That evening we went out for dinner with Andrew and Taryn (and family), plus
some relatives of Colleens.

Capys alpheus alpheus Tarucus thespis Papilio demodocus demodocus

Piketberg, W Cape Piketberg, W Cape Piketberg, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson

On the morning of Day 6 (19 Oct), Colleen and | hiked up

Bailey® Kloof, but we appeared to be too early in the season for
the local Lepidochrysops. Afterwards, Andrew joined us for a trip
to the Cape of Good Hope Nature Reserve, where we visited a
couple of Andrewds | ocalities:
we saw a few Thysbe Opal (Chrysoritis thysbe thysbe) on

Circular Drive and Orange Opal (Chrysoritis felthami felthami) at
Bordjiesdrif, where Andrew found some Vegetia grimmia
caterpillars. That evening Harald and Beatrix Selb joined us for a
great braai at Bluebottle.

View from Bluebottle Guesthouse
Jeremy Dobson

Metisella malgacha malgacha Chrysoritis thysbe thysbe Aloeides egerides (?)
Baileyodos Kloof, Cape Peninsula, W Cape Cape Peninsula, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson
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Days 7 to 10 saw Colleen and I staying in Hermanus, one of our
favourite destinations. There were several whales in the bay and
loads of Monkey Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops methymna
methymna) in the hills above the town; we had a great time
although the weather decided that four reasonable days in
succession was too generous, and another few days of cold,
grey windy Cape misery set in.

Pieris brassicae Lepidochrysops robertsoni Lepidochrysops methymna methymna

Hermanus, W Cape Hermanus, W Cape Hermanus, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson
Webéd wanted to stay in Greyto

c o ul d n optacefand hadl to gettle for Riviersonderend. The
day had been cold and grey, s
find some better weather in the Karoo, without much success.

The trail up the Boesmanskloof above Greyton (Day 11, 24 Oct)
is a favourite hike of mine. The best time to do this is probably
early January, when you have a chance of three Thestor: R Ik

Brauns's Skolly (Thestor braunsi), Greyton Skolly (Thestor Tarsocera dicksoni

kaplani) and Jonaskop Skolly (Thestor stepheni). Ther e Montagu, W Cape

too much flying in October except Riviersonderend Little Jeremy Dobson

Rocksitter (Durbaniella clarki phaea) near the top of the pass and a brown Lepidochrysops

(possibly Lepidochrysops ketsi ketsi) near the bottom. Commoner species included Cape Dull

Brown (Cassionympha detecta), Western Hillside Brown (Stygionympha vigilans), Yellow Russet
(Aloeides aranda) and Plain Russet (Aloeides almeida). | took a slight detour on our return

journey, as Colleen had battled to cross the river on the way up and stumbled upon a strong

colony of Giant Russet (Aloeides pallida)-1 woul dnét even attempt to ¢
belongs to. There were also a couple of Water Opal (Chrysoritis palmus palmus).

Our accommodation that evening, Wa |l t er 6 s Pl ac e rrear Stlbaai gas falsufouwsin t e i 1

(SRS

Durbaniella clarki phaea Chrysoritis palmus palmus Aloeides pallida
Greyton, W Cape Greyton, W Cape Greyton, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson
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The following day we visited Pauline Bohnen nature reserve, but not much was on the wing apart

from a couple of Silver Arrowhead (Phasis thero thero) and a solitary Jitterbug Daisy Copper
(Chrysoritis zeuxo zeuxo). We departed for Rooiberg, via Gar
Not hing was flying at Gar clLargdberg Rals(Fhesfoapictus) sual ) ;
colony near the road has disappeared. A brief stop at Huisrivier yielded a few Karoo Dancer

(Alenia sandaster) and one or two Gamka Pan Opal (Chrysoritis pan henningi).

I  hadn 6 tooibeig befote ebdt | HAd a great time. There was no sign of Rooiberg Skolly
(Thestor rooibergensis) unfortunately - the Thestor Project is off to a slow start - but there were
several Aloeides, including Black-bordered Russet (Aloeides juana), Veined Russet (Aloeides
pierus) and Outeniqua Russet (Aloeides quickelbergei) (I think). Several Southern Giant Cupid
(Lepidochrysops australis) were visiting the hill tops and were being joined by Plutus Opal
(Chrysoritis plutus). | found a few Rocksitters (Durbaniella clarki clarki) and a couple of Protea
Charaxes (Charaxes pelias).

Charaxes pelias Durbaniella clarki clarki Lepidochrysops australis
Rooiberg, W Cape Rooiberg, W Cape Rooiberg, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson

After overnighting at the Old Mill Lodge north of Oudsthoirn, we ”
travelled up the Swartbergpass. The pass i s fAc
there is nothing stopping you driving to the top T presumably the
road to Prince Alfred is impassable. For some reason the hiking
trails at the top of the pass had No Entry signs; anyway, as it ‘
was cold and wingtaayuelandwa teak & slowg o
and scenic drive to Colesberg, stopping at Lootsberg Pass and ",,.. = 4

Noupoort. | saw two Aloeides at Lootsburg, presumably Karoo o §aF

Russet (Aloeides gowani)al t hough they donhdt 1T ook much 11 ke

; Aloeides gowani
and nothing whatsoever at Noupoort. Lootsberg Pass, E Cape

Jeremy Dobson

We managed to bypass an extraordinary pile up of trucks at
Middelberg (an industrial dispute apparently) before arriving at our final stopover, the excellent
Fancy Cactus in Colesberg.

Our last day, the long drive back to Joburg was broken only by a brief stop at Springfontein; the
weat her was c¢cloudy and cool and the veld at Spr
getting out of my car!

We may have been unfortunate with the weather, but our choices of accommodation, without

exception, were excellent. To be honest not a very successful butterfly trip, but another reminder
of what a diverse and picturesque country we live in.
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Costa Rica Sept/Oct 2021 (Peter Sharland)

Costa Rica is amazing! This is more a photo-story of butterfly, moth, bird and animal watching

than a trip report, mai nly because | 6m stil/l p
it hawayso. |l shudder at the thought of how many
setting had been yobns firbeugrusetsot., Asto ndee rbeimm ds are i n

of other exotic creatures. Such is the gob-smacking biodiversity of Costa Rica!

The story of this trip begins with a text | received from a birding friend who is hooked on travelling
overseasin search of birds. Phrases such as Al am s
you guys had your jabs?0 were used in her initi
resulted from a need to show the middle finger to the fearfulness that is caused by Covid-19.

Also, central America has always been on the bucket list i the field guide to the birds of Costa

Rica has been gathering dust on my bookshelf fo
Worl do and ABut t er déghiryreghlmspmeanizaniog Wd atko foundcaeiseful app

to help us during the trip: -

Animals of Costa Rica contains section:
for each of the following groups:

V‘Q

Mammals
Birds (473 Species)
e . Reptiles
b2 o Nl Amphibians
“g i Fishes
e 5,7-*;7[§O7-, 7 Insects (5265 species)
L — Crustaceans
=% Costa Rita =, Arachnids
P Millipedes etc.
k\j ’/“’/m‘/""' 4 52 Velvet Worms
L Places to visit-~gp Molluscs

Cnidarians

Echinoderms
| bought two of the groups only
those shown with species numbers.
Such is the diversity of life in what is a
small country.

We left South Africa on a half-empty Lufthansa flight to Frankfurt, snoozed and coffied our way
through a 7-hour stop-over, and touched down in San Jose in an almost-full long-haul Airbus, 30
hours after | eaving the houspewadtomadimise thenugberof he p
birds seen; these birders are a bit cuckoo, not so? (hehehe). As a result, we got to see most of the
country, staying in 9 different lodges over the 19 nights. A total of over 400 bird species were seen,
but butterflies and moths were not as plenteous as we were hoping. Apparently, the peak season
for these is from December to April (the dry season in Costa Rica). Nevertheless, there are 70 - 80
butterfly and moth species that | managed to photograph along the way, by hanging around at the
back of the group. The trip was exhausting, fun and amazingly instructive, an all-in-one and
memorable experience. Hopefully the photos below provide a small peek into that incredible world.
Just one qualifier here for the readers of this article T incorrect IDs at this stage (or no IDs)
hereunder are entirely my doing. Corrections are welcome, and can be mailed to me at
sharlandp@gmail.com
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Red Postman
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White-angled Sulphur

Morpho?

Banded Peacock
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Tigerwing 1

Moth 1 Geometridae 1

Forest-Floor Satyr ’ I5reona 1 Three-toned Prepona
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Crested owl
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Two-toed Sloth with baby

Tarantula (juvenile)
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The Thestor Project (Jeremy Dobson)

While we have not yet published our initial phylogenetic paper on the Aloeides, this should happen
next year, and | already believe that this has been a successful project: we have acquired lots of
new genetic information and distribution records and have received support from many members
of LepSoc Africa.

ltés time to find something new Thestdr(the Skoltiesyb et t er
There are 35 taxa (species and subspecies) in this genus, and they are all found in South Africa.

While they are mostly resident in the Karoo and Fynbos biomes, there are a couple of fairly

widespread species 1 you should be able to find a Thestor near you!

As for the Aloeides, we want to catch specimens for photographing, measuring, morphological
scrutiny and DNA sequencing.

Thestor basuta basuta Thestor barbatus Thestor braunsi

Barberton, Mpumalanga Pardeberg, W Cape Greyton, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson
Thestor holmesi Thestor rossouwi Thestor vansoni

Franschhoek, W Cape Stillbaai, W Cape Gydo, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson
Thestor pringlei Thestor kaplani Thestor stepheni

Sutherland, N Cape Greyton, W Cape McGregor, W Cape
Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson Jeremy Dobson
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