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Welcome to November’s newsletter! 
 
While not the largest newsletter to date in terms of pages, I believe this edition contains the 
greatest number of individual contributions: thanks to everyone concerned. 
 
The 2020 – 2021 butterfly season (in South Africa) has got off to a patchy start, but there have 
already been some good records. The Highveld hasn’t been great, but the Western Cape and 
Little Karoo regions are looking very promising.    

 
Biodiversity Institute (BDI) 
 

The BDI / Les Underhill hosted a great butterfly evening on 9 September, featuring three LepSoc 

Africa members: 

 

Oskar Brattström: Butterflies – Africa's most exciting animals  

 

Butterflies – Africa's most exciting animals 

 

Fanie Rautenbach: The Great LepiMAP Challenge  

 

Great LepiMAP Challenge 

 

Steve Woodhall: Looking for butterflies  

 

Looking for butterflies 

 

On Tuesday 20 Oct, Suncana Bradley (winner of this year’s Ivan Bampton Teapot award) 

discussed the Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG). 

The Caterpillar Rearing Group 
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LepSoc Africa Annual General Meeting 
 
LepSoc Africa held its 37th Annual General Meeting, via Zoom, on Sunday 13 September. 
We managed to acquire the necessary quorum (more than 20 participants) without too much 
difficulty; thanks to everyone who took part. 
Aside from the usual business, Steve Woodhall led a discussion on the BDI (Biodiversity Institute) 
and Fanie Rautenbach presented on aspects of LepiMAP. 
 
The following awards were made: 
 
Honorary Life Membership 

Ernest Pringle, for his considerable contribution to our knowledge 
of African butterflies over the years, including his lead role in the 
publication of Pennington’s 2nd Edition and also his part in the 
Brenton Blue Trust (as chairman). 

 
Chairman’s Award 

Peter Ward, for gamely taking over the role of Treasurer of LepSoc 
Africa last year and for committing to a further two years in this 
position. 

 
 
 
The ABRI Trophies (Ivan Bampton Perpetual Teapot and Torben Larsen 
Memorial Tankard) were presented as follows: 
 
Ivan Bampton Teapot 

Suncana Bradley, for her many contributions to the Caterpillar 
Rearing Group (CRG), including several new life history records. 

 
 
Torben Larsen Tankard 

Ian Richardson, for the publication of the Neptis paper (Metamorphosis 
30 Vol 2) which was considered to be the most important scientific 
publication concerning African butterflies within the review period. 

 
 
The current elected councillors (Jeremy Dobson - Chairman, Justin Bode - Secretary and Peter 
Ward - Treasurer) were all re-elected for a further two year term, without opposition. 
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Revisions to the Polyommatinae (Mark Williams) 

 
Mark recently encountered a paper by Talavera et al (2013), which has taxonomic implications for 
African butterflies, including a species found in South Africa, Chilades trochylus, which now 
becomes Freyeria trochylus. A list is included below, including proposed English names. 
 
A link to the paper, titled “Establishing criteria for higher-level classification using molecular 
data: the systematics of Polyommatus blue butterflies (Lepidoptera, Lycaenidae)” is attached 
below: 
 
 Polyommatus 
 
SUBFAMILY POLYOMMATINAE Swainson, 1827  
  TRIBE POLYOMMATINI Swainson, 1827  
    SUBTRIBE POLYOMMATINA Swainson, 1827 [12 species] 
 
Genus Chilades Moore, [1881] [8 species] 
 

Chilades eleusis (Demaison, 1888)  
 Sky-blue Grass Jewel 
Chilades elicola (Strand, 1911) 
 Abyssinian Grass Jewel 
Chilades evorae Libert, Baliteau & Baliteau, 2011 

Cape Verde Grass Jewel 
Chilades kedonga (Grose-Smith, 1898) 
 Veined Grass Jewel 
Chilades naidina (Butler, 1886) 
 Somalia Grass Jewel 
Chilades parrhasius (Fabricius, 1793) 
 Indian Grass Jewel 
Chilades sanctithomae (Sharpe, 1893) 
 Sao Tome Grass Jewel 
Chilades serrula (Mabille, 1890) 
 Senegal Grass Jewel 
 

Genus Freyeria Courvisier, 1920 [2 species] 
 
 Freyeria minuscula (Aurivillius, 1909) 
  Malagasy Grass Jewel 

Freyeria trochylus (Freyer, [1844]) 
 Brown Grass Jewel 
 

Genus Luthrodes Druce, 1895 [2 species] 
 

Luthrodes galba (Lederer, 1855) 
 Arabian Jewel 
Luthrodes pandava (Horsfield, 1829) 

  Cycad Jewel 

  

Chilades kedonga 
Nanyuki, Kenya 
(Andre Coetzer) 

Freyeria trochylus 
Loding, Mpumalanga 

(Jeremy Dobson) 

Luthrodes pandava 
Sandakan, Borneo 
(Jeremy Dobson) 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/eo6swpudnrw2smm/Talavera%20et%20al%202013%20-%20Polyommatini.pdf?dl=0
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Butterfly Surveys of National Botanical Gardens 
 

LepSoc Africa are undertaking monthly butterfly-surveys of some of our National Botanical 
Gardens. Dave Edge is monitoring the Garden Route Botanical Garden in George (not part of the 
SANBI fold, but with an associated Memorandum of Understanding); Graham Henning is looking 
at the Harold Porter Gardens at Betty’s Bay and I’m responsible for Walter Sisulu Botanical 
Gardens (WSBG) in Roodepoort. If you live near one of the other Botanical Gardens and are 
willing to conduct regular surveys, please let me know. 
 
We aim to visit the gardens once a month (at least during the summer 
months) and produce detailed butterfly lists. The habitat condition in the 
gardens is relatively controlled and constant and we will perform the same 
butterfly-walks on each visit; in addition, the surveys will only be 
undertaken on days when favourable weather conditions are present. As a 
result, in parallel with the Butterfly Index, we will hopefully compile valuable 
data and monitor trends in butterfly-abundance over the following months 
and years.  
 
The surveys of WSBG commenced in August, although I have compiled 
lists from several previous in the last few years. For September’s visit I was 
joined by Lourens Erasmus, Yolande and Justin Bode and Jan Praet. We 
recorded 31 butterfly species, which sits in the “Average” range according 
to the Butterfly Index formula (3.7). Nothing too special, but we saw a 
couple of Brown Russet (Aloeides trimeni trimeni) and, in the wooded 
areas, Forest Caper White (Belenois zochalia zochalia). 

  

Jeremy Dobson, Lourens Erasmus, Jan 

Praet, Justin and Yolande Bode 

Justin Bode photographing 
something at WSBG 

Axiocerses tjoane tjoane 
WSBG, Gauteng 

Justin Bode 

Junonia oenone oenone 
WSBG, Gauteng 

Justin Bode 

Aloeides trimeni trimeni 
WSBG, Gauteng 

Justin Bode 

Euchrysops dolorosa egg (top right) on 
Ocimum obovatum, WSBG, Gauteng 

Justin Bode 

Eretis umbra umbra 
WSBG, Gauteng 

Lourens Erasmus 
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Highveld Butterfly Club visit to Enoch’s Walk 
 

André Coetzer arranged a HBC trip to Enoch’s Walk, 25 km southwest of Pretoria. Although the 

group recorded some of the special Highveld spring butterflies, such as Brown-line Sapphire 

(Iolaus alienus alienus) and Saffron Sapphire (Iolaus pallene) they only recorded 17 species 

which, based on historical Butterfly Index records is only about 50% of what I would expect to find 

in a Highveld savanna locality in Spring; hopefully this result is an anomaly… 

 

Abundance Index 2.7 (Poor) 

 

 

 

The Barry Mee library 
 

Barry and Linda Mee have very kindly donated a few books to LepSoc Africa, which will be 

circulated to anyone who wants to read them – I’ll be the librarian. I’ve attached details of the 

books below, for information. Should anyone wish to purchase one, or more, of these books 

please let me know (jchdobson@gmail.com) and I’ll discuss with Barry. 

 

 

 

Additional books include Transformations of Butterflies and Moths by Hugh Newman and 

Butterflies found on the South American continent, a selection of coloured art prints.  

Axiocerses amanga amanga 
Enoch’s Walk, Gauteng 

Andre Coetzer 

Acraea anemosa 
Enoch’s Walk, Gauteng 

Andre Coetzer 

Ligdia batesii 
Enoch’s Walk, Gauteng 

Andre Coetzer 

Butterflies of Africa 
John Williams 

The Butterflies of 
Southern Africa 

Georges van Son 
(Volumes 2, 3 and 4) 

Butterflies & Moths of 
the Countryside 

F. E Hume 
(13 Editions) 

Life Histories of the 
South African Lycaenid 

Butterflies 
Gowan Clark and 
Charles Dickson 

Butterflies of South 
Africa 

David Swanepoel 

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
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Luiperdskloof (Justin Bode) 
 
With both the children being born on or near a public holiday we try and alternate each year 
between having a party for one and going away, for a long weekend if possible, for the other. With 
this year being Ariya’s turn to have a weekend away, we decided to take Friday, 25 September off 
and make a long weekend of it.We came upon Luiperdskloof Trout Lodge while looking for places 
that we had not been too often and the area looked interesting and the amenities sufficient for us 
and our booking was made at the end of February, little realizing what lay ahead for us the next 
few months. As the Covid-19 lockdown came into effect, our usual getaway at the end of April for 
our anniversary had to be canceled and we began wondering if we would have to be cancelling 
this weekend away as well. It was a great relief when level two lockdown was announced, and we 
would be allowed to travel across provincial borders for leisure activities. 
 
Preferring not to rush down and be caught up in long weekend 
traffic and arrive in the dark, we had decided that we would 
leave on the Thursday morning.  One thing that we are still 
unable to understand is that as the children have grown, we 
need to take less bulky items with such as camping cots and 
prams, but the amount of luggage that gets packed in does not 
become any less and it takes some skill to fit everything into the 
car. 
 
We departed and 09:00 on Thursday and first stopped off at Johan Heyns in Heidelberg to pick up 
a lithophane that he had made for me and also view some of his mind boggling puzzles and other 
contraptions that he keeps himself busy with. From there we drove via Standerton, Volksrust and 
Wakkerstroom, with a roadside picnic with the obligatory boiled eggs between Standerton and 
Volksrust. 
 

 
The 60 km from Wakkerstroom to Luiperdskloof is on a reasonable dirt road and it took us less 
than an hour of bumpety, bumpety, bump, bump to arrive at the farm where we were greeted by 
Kirsten Beneke and shown to our cottage. There are two cottages, both with two bedrooms, the 
main bedroom with a queen-sized bed and the second bedroom with two single beds. Both 
bedrooms have full ensuite bathrooms. Separating the two rooms is the kitchen with breakfast 
counter, a lounge with fireplace and sleeper couch and a few other comfortable chairs. The star for 

us though was the verandah that ran the entire length of the 
chalet and looked out over a trout dam and hills in the distance. 
A pair of Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui), settling on the chalet’s 
wall were the first butterflies for the weekend. 
 
The afternoon and evening were spent relaxing around the 
chalet, keeping the girls away from the super friendly farm dogs 
and watching the controlled veld burn taking place across the 
trout dam. After chatting to Eckart, the farmer about the road up 
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the mountain we decided that we would attempt to drive up on the Friday morning. He mentioned 
that the previous owner had mentioned a rare butterfly that apparently had been recorded on the 
farm and had been told that this was the only place that this specific butterfly was found. This is 
now the second time we have heard about a rare butterfly in the Balele Mountains, after another 
farmer told us the same thing when were in the area in 2013. What species this could be remains 
a mystery though and it would be interesting if any of the members know about this? 
 
At around 03:30 on Friday morning we were woken up by fiercely 
strong winds that had me worrying if the roof was going to blow off 
the chalet. Thankfully, the roof remained in place, but we did not get 
much sleep after that. With the wind still howling we set off to tackle 
the mountain, the eternal optimism of a lepidopterist overpowering 
the thoughts that the weather could affect the butterflies at all. The 
track would be accessible for a vehicle with high ground clearance 
and a driver with skills, however it is recommended that a 4x4 be 
used. The mountain veld had recently been burnt and with limited 
livestock grazing the mountain is in very good condition and the 
green grass was starting to sprout as were a few veld flowers. As we 
headed further and further up the mountain, the wind became even 
stronger and after a few quick stops to scratch around it was 
decided to head back to the comfort of the chalet. 
 
On our way down Yolande shouted “Stop” and out she and I flew from the car, leaving two dazed 
and complaining daughters in the car while we stalked what she had seen. We finally found a 
rather tatty Lydenburg Opal (Chrysoritis aethon), but at least it was the second butterfly to add to 
our list! Just then a Southern Gaudy Commodore (Precis octavia sesamus) settled in the road. A 
stop to open and close a gate added a Southern Meadow White (Pontia helice helice) to our list. 
With the wind not abating we decided to have a relaxing afternoon at the chalet. Yara and I did 
take a drive on the entrance road to the property with me scanning the rocky patches in the fresh 
grass, however other than plenty of grasshoppers there was nothing much flying. 
 

Saturday morning dawned sunny and with less wind and our 
hopes were raised.  We first had an outing with Eckhart to feed 
the expecting ewes and then we had planned to travel further up 
the mountain and have lunch around midday and hopefully find 
some hill-topping butterflies. 
While on the back of Eckhart’s Land Cruiser exiting one of the 
camps we crossed a small stream and noticed several yellow 
butterflies on the wing as well as a skipper feeding on flowers. 
We decided that after breakfast we would return to this spot 
before going up the mountain. 
 
After a proper crispy bacon and eggs breakfast we headed off to 
the theme song of Dora the Explorer encouraging us to do some 

exploring of our own. At the stream we had been at earlier, Yolande headed off to do some 
exploring while I stayed at the steam within sight of Yara and Ariya who were left in the car to 
watch Dora chasing a ball of string! Yolande managed to solve the mystery of the yellow butterflies 
we had seen earlier, Colias electo, African clouded yellow in good numbers. She also found an 
African Clover Blue (Zizina otis antanossa). 

Chrysoritis aethon 
Balelesberg, KZN 

Justin Bode 

Spialia ferax 
Balelesberg, KZN 

Justin Bode 



8 
 

While I was at the stream, I managed to photograph a few  Brown Dodger 
(Afrogegenes letterstedti). By this time, the girls were getting a little bored 
and I went and fetched them from the car to join me. On my return I saw a 
small yellow skipper on a flower, which I suspected to be another Dodger. 
However the orange spotting on the hind wing had me confused and I 
snapped a few photos. At that moment Yolande arrived and I beckoned 
her over to photograph the skipper that I could not quite place. I had set 
Steve’s app to the “My Location” feature and nothing looked like what we 
had seen. As we carried on up the mountain Yolande paged through the 
field guide and showed me what she thought it may be. Stopping and 
checking the app with no location data and yes, there it was, Drakensberg 
Grassveld Sylph (Metisella malgacha orina). Whoohoo, an unexpected 
lifer for us and a good range extension to the species. 
 

As we headed further up the mountain 
the wind began picking up again, but 
this did not deter us and onward we went. While driving through 
a wooded patch we found a few Rainforest Dull Brown 
(Cassionympha cassius). Several searches in the veld were 
made, but unfortunately no butterflies were found. We ended up 
reaching an altitude of 2060 m and this plateau looks very 
interesting with a stream feeding a small dam resulting in the 
rainy season, what looks to be a reasonably sized marshy area. 
Even now the stream was trickling, and my boots sank into the 
mud. Above us was one of the higher peaks in the Balele range 
at 2210 m in the region of an 800 m walk from where we had 
parked. By this time the wind was so strong I was battling to 
walk upright, and we decided to see if we could find a sheltered 
stop lower down where we could have lunch.  

 
As we drove down the dust was being whipped up by the wind and it had become obvious that we 
would struggle to find any shelter for lunch, so we decided to head back to the comfort of the 
chalet. As Yolande had not photographed the Grassveld Sylph, we headed back to the steam on 
Sunday morning after having packed the car, but with temperatures barely in double digits, there 
was nothing on the wing and we decided to head off back home. 
 
While it was not our intention to do a butterflying weekend at Luiperdskloof, we did do a fair 
amount of exploring and there could be some good butterflies on the farm. As we know the peak 
season in this area is November, so we were probably about six weeks early and after some good 
rains, it would be worth a visit at that time of the year. There are some forested kloofs that we did 
not have the energy to explore, but these could also be rather interesting. What excited us was the 
relative ease that we could get to over 2000 m and with a bit of walking reaching 2200 m would be 
possible. As mentioned earlier, the veld in the mountain area looks to be in good condition and at 
the right time of the year and with some good weather, this could be an unexplored gem of a 
butterfly locality. 

  

Metisella malgacha orina 
Balelesberg, KZN 

Justin Bode 

 

Cassionympha cassius  
Balelesberg, KZN 

Justin Bode 
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Hutchinson’s High-fliers of Telperion Nature Reserve shining after a 
deep winter (Reinier Terblanche) 

 
I was not sure what to expect when arriving for early spring butterfly counts from 10-13 September 
2020 at the Telperion Nature Reserve (adjacent to Ezemvelo Nature Reserve) at the 
Gauteng/Mpumalanga border, South Africa. The Telperion Nature Reserve contains fascinating 
intersections of the Savanna and Grassland Biomes. It has been 
a colder winter than the “new normal” at the central interior of 
South Africa in 2020. Butterflies also arrived later than the “new 
normal” of the past few years. The wind was blowing 
consistently at times. All these conditions could not hold back 
Parinari capensis (Dwarf Mbola Plum) flowering and some early 
spring butterflies showing up. The valleys and rocky ridge slopes 
at Telperion, are a special sanctuary for the beautiful Broad-
bordered Acraea, Acraea anemosa. Other butterfly species that 
were abundant were Platylesches ayresii (Peppered Hopper), 
Axiocerses tjoane (Eastern Scarlet) and Axiocerses amanga 
(Bush Scarlet). Few Stugeta bowkeri tearei (Marbled Sapphire) 
individuals were out. One Iolaus pallene (Saffron Sapphire) 
made its spectacular appearance only to drift away with a 
swirling gust of wind before I could even touch my camera. And 
one female Capys disjunctus (Russet Protea) even allowed a 
photo, of scientific value, of her laying eggs.     
 
The big question on my mind on the 12th of September 2020 was: Will Aphnaeus hutchinsonii 
arrive today for the hilltop counts? And lo and behold, about ten minutes later, just before serious 
doubt crept in, one big, freshly hatched individual arrived. A few minutes later a smaller, also 
clearly freshly hatched individual was found at another spot on the hilltop. But then in between the 
counts there was a challenge to photograph them, with little time and little scope for getting 
anything in focus – mission impossible. But one or two photos miraculously made it. The 
Hutchinson’s High-fliers were stunning … they were glowing. And when reaching out one decided 
that my dirty sooty finger (from working in burnt veld earlier during the day) will do as a perch!  
 

 

  

Aphnaeus hutchinsonii (Hutchinson’s 
High-flier) perching on Protea leaf at 
hilltop at Telperion Nature Reserve, 
Mpumalanga/Gauteng, South Africa 

12 September 2020 
Reinier F. Terblanche 

Burkea africana (Wild Seringa) the host-
plant of Aphnaeus hutchinsonii 

(Hutchinson’s High-flier) during sunset, 
Telperion Nature Reserve, 

Mpumalanga/Gauteng, South Africa 

 September 2020.  
Photo: Reinier F. Terblanche 

Aphnaeus hutchinsonii (Hutchinson’s 
High-flier) with closed wings, perching at 

hilltop at Telperion Nature Reserve, 
Mpumalanga/Gauteng, South Africa 

12 September 2020  
Reinier F. Terblanche 

Small Aphnaeus hutchinsonii 
(Hutchinson’s High-flier) individual which 

decided that a sooty finger (from research 
in burnt area earlier during the day) will do 

as a perch! Telperion Nature Reserve, 
Mpumalanga/Gauteng, South Africa 

 
12 September 2020.  
Reinier F. Terblanche 
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The bee-eaters at Hein’s Dam (Etienne Terblanche) 
 
On a Sunday in July, my tribe and I went looking for the Percy Fyfe Reserve near Mokopane/ 
Potgietersrus. We were longing for warmth, driving away from a chilly Haenertsburg. Though the 
weather was warmer as we finally approached the entrance to the reserve, the reception was 
colder than a stiff Wolkberg breeze. The farm gate was closed and bolted with one of those copper 
locks on a chain, and no human soul could be seen across a considerable distance. This, despite 
contemporary internet promises that kids would be allowed to interact with the animals at the 
reserve, notably roan antelope.  Limpopo Reserves have been buffered from nature-lovers’ entry 
to a severe degree over the past odd years. At Percy Fyfe, in the Bushveld stillness, the warm, 
dark koppies stretched away into the inaccessible horizon. 
 
So, time for disappointment and turning around to face our Sunday bravely. On the way we’d 
passed a sign indicating “Thabaphashwa 2 km” and, in the sign’s direction, a prominent cone-
shaped hill containing a large, creamy-brown granite stone-face. A friendly reception by Deon 
Richter, his aloes, and his three dogs on the stoep awaited us. Yes, he confirmed, most Limpopo 
parks are now entirely inaccessible to the public. He’s not sure it’s a good thing. How will new 
nature lovers develop? Where must children get to know the veld? We start talking—he’s reading 
Louis Changuion’s book on the Vorsters of the Lowveld and wants to meet him—but I have to cut 
it short so we can get out into the veld.  
 

We look for Hein’s dam. There’s a foefie slide across the 
dam, Deon promised, looking at the boys. We end up 
getting lost on the small property, mainly because the 
map is a bit makeshift. Finally, we not so much find as 
stumble onto the dam: it’s olive-ginger and nearly empty. 
The foefie slide works to a degree and Benjamin has a 
great time working himself up on the cable and swinging 
down to the grey clayish bank with its dark band of 
moistness.  
 
A dry tree sticks out from the dam surface. Its ashy 
branches gnarl the air. Then a greenish flash: sitting with 
its back to us, a white-fronted bee-eater (Merops 
bullockoides). Then two more. They are so stunningly 
beautiful with their vivid colours of blue-green, copper, 
white, red, and their long, sharp, narrow, slightly curving 
black beaks. Their striking colours and shape are 
heightened by the dull earth colours in the bark, water, 

and soil in the background. And do they know how to fly! Performing seamless acrobatic swoops 
under the crooked branches to return without any clumsiness or effort. We lose ourselves in the 
birds, especially my eternal bride, Christien, and I. Hoping that they won’t take affront and 
disappear if we come close, we manage to sit about three metres away on a large boulder. 
We watch them at our leisure. Seeing all the way down to a clayish embankment ten metres away, 
every now and again an individual among our flying jewels spots a wasp, alights from his 
shoulder-to-shoulder family, swoops down, and tries to catch it. If unsuccessful, he or she returns 
to the branch. You can tell success and a bit of lunch by the clear clicking sound the beak makes 
at the moment that the catch is made (just above the bank surface), probably to ensure that the 
wasp will remain stunned enough to refrain from stinging, at least for the duration of the return 
flight. Once back on a branch, he or she rubs it rigorously on the hard surface, clicking the beak 
onto it again sometimes, and flip-flopping the little beast (dull purplish in colour) into the air—then 
to swallow it whole in its detoxicated state. This immaculate performance with its final flourish is 

White-fronted bee-eater (Merops bullockoides) 
Charles J Sharp (CC Wikipedia) 
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repeated at regular intervals. A bit later we see that there is a wasps’ nest—of the same kind—
hanging from one of the branches of their base. 
 
From the corner of my eye I see a Common Grass-yellow, 
Eurema brigitta, at the opposite embankment, about fifteen 
metres away from the tree. I follow the flitting little yellow flash as 
it manoeuvres through creamy dry tussocks where it decides to 
perch. I’m of course keen to know whether the bee-eaters would 
be interested. A good while later, perhaps ten minutes or so, the 
butterfly flits up from the grass like a tiny, friendly yellow flame 
and, lo!, a bee-eater dives down, crosses the water in an pristine 
line, and returns with his small feast. No clicking, rubbing, or flip-
flopping this time, just a complete quick swallow, wings and all, 
once the insect had been poised in the beak at the right angle, 
the larger parts of its wings sticking out from the gleaming beak. 
Then another individual bee-eater disappears in a clump of trees 
behind us and returns with a brown. I cannot make out the species, but a good guess would be 
one of the Bushveld Ringlets (Ypthima spp.). 
 
We’ve become spectators feasting our eyes on the immense acrobatics of a natural feast. 
Later, on yellowish, coarse rocks, my clan enjoys a quick meal in solidarity with all animals, this 
time the amazing bee-eater clan. Around us, the rocks and grass are powdery dry, brittle, as 
though ready to burn. Perhaps due to the flavour of our Coke Zeros in the intensely empty 
Bushveld air, a biggish brown comes along, cruising around for a significant while between the 
four of us. It hovers and bounces, especially around Christien. Perhaps her Coke Zero bubbles 
with a particular magic.  
 

I try to catch-and-release it with my shirt to ensure identification, 
but I could not have failed more spectacularly. It escapes from 
under the cloth with great ease. I must have lost my touch, I 
think, now so far away from childhood days when I could collect 
anything with anything, having had to improvise so often. I 
remember telling Mom that, on careful consideration, I’d 
established that I was the best or second-best collector in the 
province-wide expanse of Mpumalanga—but for some weird 
reason she did not agree with the enthusiasm I’d expected. 
(Remember those many net bags hopelessly torn by an attempt 
to burst through a thorn tree? Was it only me whose tears 
dropped solidly in the soil on one or two of these occasions as a 
fantastically unattainable turquoise-spectre Graphium or other 
impossible flyer flecked away into the cruel distance?) 

Thankfully, the brown comes to rest on Christien’s rock. I catch a solid glimpse of the little animal. 
Largish and bleakish as compared to the Common Bush Brown, Bicyclus safitza, with a sharp 
grizzle on the underside medians, and many eyes looking back at me. It is therefore the Grizzled 
Bush Brown, Bicyclus ena. I lose myself in the delicate grainy patterns, not to mention again those 
mesmerising false eyes, which offered closure to a great adventure. 
 
A brief epilogue: 
Perhaps this is as good a time as any to divulge that Lincoln P. Brower, the phenomenal American 
monarch expert, got exhausted by anecdotes. As a scientist he lost patience with the latest lay 
report of this or that sighting of a monarch at, say, 5 o’clock in the afternoon in, say, a garden 
somewhere in a suburb. There was of course no way to tell whether the sighting was accurate. In 
those days, no Lepimap was available where useful data could be deposited from cell phones.  

Common grass-yellow (Eurema brigitta) 
Mark C. Williams Afrotropical Butterflies 

(metamorphoris.org.za) 

Grizzled bush brown (Bicyclus ena) 
Mark C. Williams Afrotropical Butterflies 

(metamorphoris.org.za) 
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In any event, I am aware that the evidence I give here is presented as an anecdote, albeit that I 
made notes, especially around identifying the birds and the butterflies involved. (As for wasps, we 
need an expert right there!)  
 
Does Brower’s indictment nevertheless leave the door open for narrative based on factual 
encounters? I think so. Isn’t it important etiquette to have a good story to tell when we return from 
the freedom of a walk in the veld? Is the story we tell not a form of gratitude in response to 
nature’s experiential gifts? And are our journeys not full of unexpected twists and turns, yet 
somehow in a kind of natural harmony, like the very best jazz?  
Aiming for Percy Fyfe, then, I’m over the moon to report that, by missing our initial target, we found 
the bee-eaters feasting at Hein’s dam. 
 

Butterfly temperature regulation 

British researchers have discovered significant differences in the ability of butterflies to maintain a 

suitable temperature, raising fears that global heating will threaten the populations of some 

species. 

Butterfly temperature 

 

Butterflies of the Levant  - Vol 2 (Dubi Benyamini) 

The second volume of Butterflies of the Levant and Neighbouring Areas 

has been published and is available from Pemberley Books for £110. 

The book covers the following region: Southern Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, 

Israel, Jordan, Egypt, North-west Saudi Arabia & Cyprus. Volume 2 (the 

second volume of a four part series) covers Papilionidae, Pieridae and 

Hesperiidae (92 species). 

The authors include Dubi Benyamini, who some of you will remember from 

the Madagascar Workshop in 2018 and also from the LepSoc Africa 

annual conference of 2015 in Pretoria. 

 

Review of Butterflies of the Levant (Chris Dobson) 
 

Butterflies of the Levant Vol II is an enticing, easy to read and very comprehensive guide to the 

butterflies of the region. It gives detailed introductions to each family, including overviews of 

biology, behaviour, early stages, hostplants, flight periods and conservation status, which are then 

followed by genus level outlines containing images of both adults and early stages. Individual 

species are then covered in detail on the pages that follow, with information on biology, 

distribution, behaviour and more. Each species is accompanied by life size images of set 

specimens and photos taken in the wild, including those of adults, early stages, hostplants and 

typical habitats. A distribution map and life cycle timeline are also provided. Overall, it is a high 

quality publication and is a recommended read for anyone interested in butterflies or nature in 

general. 

   

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/sep/24/scientists-take-temperatures-of-butterflies-to-uncover-climate-threat?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
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Rolling the mtDNA dice (Jeremy Dobson and Ian Richardson) 
 
An important aspect of the Aloeides Project is to establish how this genus relates to other 
members of the Aphnaeinae subfamily. There is a really good paper, by Boyle et al (Alan Heath is 
a co-author), which sorts the Aphnaeinae to some degree, but doesn’t completely resolve the 
Aloeides branch(es) in our opinion. Jeremy Dobson had high hopes that this objective could be 
achieved using mtDNA barcoding, but Ian Richardson rather deflated his initial optimism. The 
problem is that barcoding doesn’t work very well when you are comparing butterflies which are 
distantly related to one another. 
 
As many of you know, a “barcode” is a sequence, 658 characters long, consisting of the letters A, 
T, C and G. This is the Cytochrome c oxidase subunit 1 mitochondrial (COI) gene, which can be 
used to compare the relative similarity of living organisms. The theory is that mtDNA mutates at a 
fairly constant rate and resultant changes in the COI gene are regularly shuffled back into a single 
population of plants or animals (according to a paper by Stoekle, changes are more likely to “stick” 
in a small population, an Aloeides colony being a prime example). Imagine that you had a colony 
of butterflies that split, perhaps as a result of a single gravid female being blown to a different site 
and laying eggs. These two populations are now effectively isolated from each other, either by a 
geographical feature (a mountain range or a large body of water perhaps) or simply by distance. 
Over time, the mtDNA of the separate populations will show increasing divergence and this can be 
used as a kind of biological clock. As a very rough guide, a difference of 3% (20 different base 
pairs) represents one million years of separation. While there is no direct link between mtDNA 
“mutation” and changes to nuclear DNA (which ultimately governs speciation), it is reasonable to 
assume that the degree of nuclear DNA changes will, on average, bear some relation to the 
available time.  

 
Barcoding seems to work very well in 
comparing closely related species, 
but tends to break down when we are 
looking at significantly different 
butterflies - say different families or 
even different genera. To understand 
why, let’s play a hypothetical board-
game called “The mtDNA race”. 
 
First, let’s introduce the two teams: 
“Almeida” and “Henningi”. The teams 
will start with identical boards, 
containing 325 squares, each square 

coded with A, T, C or G. The reason why there are 325 squares instead of 658 is because, as far 
as we can see, only 325 of the Aloeides mtDNA COI base pairs ever change. 
 
Each team has a special mtDNA “dice” with 325 faces, and four cards marked A, T, C and G (the 
correct singular term for dice is “die”, but much like the convention for avoiding capital letters in 
butterfly common names, we will choose to ignore it). 
 
OK, let’s play!  
First we wait 75 000 years (this game is unlikely to have much 
popular support, although it may appeal to baseball fans). It’s team 
Almeida to start: they throw their dice and it’s “50”, which happens 
to be “A” on this square of the board. Now pick a card - any card. 
It’s “C”! Team Almeida change their genome by one point; over to 
team Henningi: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38

39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57

58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 75 76

77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95

96 97 98 99 100 101 102 103 104 105 106 107 108 109 110 111 112 113 114

115 116 117 118 119 120 121 122 123 124 125 126 127 128 129 130 131 132 133

134 135 136 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 151 152

153 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 166 167 168 169 170 171

172 173 174 175 176 177 178 179 180 181 182 183 184 185 186 187 188 189 190

191 192 193 194 195 196 197 198 199 200 201 202 203 204 205 206 207 208 209

210 211 212 213 214 215 216 217 218 219 220 221 222 223 224 225 226 227 228

229 230 231 232 233 234 235 236 237 238 239 240 241 242 243 244 245 246 247

248 249 250 251 252 253 254 255 256 257 258 259 260 261 262 263 264 265 266

267 268 269 270 271 272 273 274 275 276 277 278 279 280 281 282 283 284 285

286 287 288 289 290 291 292 293 294 295 296 297 298 299 300 301 302 303 304

305 306 307 308 309 310 311 312 313 314 315 316 317 318 319 320 321 322 323

324 325
The mtDNA Race
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It’s 100 - and a “T”. Oh no - boo! This square already contains a “T”; there is no change.  
Let’s quickly check the score. There is one difference (square 50 on team Almeida’s board); One, 
divided by the total number of mtDNA COI base pairs (not the number of active codons), yields 
0.15%.  
 
While the excitement dies down, let’s wait another 75 000 years and play another round. 
Team Almeida throws “150” and draws another “C”, which happens to change the properties of 
this square from “T” to “C”. Team Henningi finally get their show on the road, changing their “200” 
square from “A” to “G”. A quick look at the scoreboard shows that there are now a total of three 
differences between the two boards (squares 50; 150 and 200). Three divided by 658 yields 
0.46%; we are now perhaps in the realm of subspecies. Let’s wait another 75 000 years and play 
another round... 
 
It is statistically possible for both teams to throw the same number and draw the same card, which 
would result in no comparative change, despite the completion of a round. The chance of this 
happening are 1:1 300, so I don’t think we need worry about it too much. 
 
A far bigger problem (and one that becomes increasingly important as the game goes on) is 
landing on previously occupied squares. After about 230 cycles this will happen more often than 
not. It should be appreciated that the comparison of “squares” (base pairs) is done in a binary 
fashion: they are either the same (0) or they are not (1). If both teams start off with “A” on square 
“300” and say, team Henningi at some stage changes this square to “T” it will register as a one-
point difference. If team Henningi subsequently lands again on “300” and revises this square to “C” 
there will be no difference to the score, despite the advance of one evolutionary step; even worse, 
there is an increasing possibility of a square reverting back to the value it was at the start of the 
game and the comparative score moving backwards.  
 
Actually, it’s even more sinister than this: the “dice” are loaded! Several of the base pairs 
(nucleotides) are far more “equal” than others. In the Aloeides sequences that we’ve got, about 
one-third of the “active” base pairs undertake 60% of the total “mutations”; the mtDNA clock tends 
to run out of unoccupied squares on the board surprisingly quickly. 
 
Effectively, this means that the differences between the two teams no longer correlate linearly with 
time; the rate of the barcode comparison clock slows down. This is one of the limitations of mtDNA 
comparison and a reason why we require multi-gene evaluation to resolve relationships between 
different genera. 
 
Application of the Kimura two-parameter correction (K2P) should compensate for the genetic 
“saturation” effect to some degree, but we propose the following “rules” when looking at COI 
comparisons for the Aloeides Project: 
 

• Differences less than 6% (less than two million years of separation): Good – a relatively 
high degree of confidence in the figures. 

 

• Differences between 6% and 9% (two to three million years): Fair – use with caution! 
 

• Differences between 9% and 12% (three to four million years): Poor – unreliable data; no 
significant conclusions should be drawn. 

 

• Differences in excess of 12% (more than four million years): Ignore! 
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Monitoring the Highveld Giant Cupid (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

Reinier Terblanche is the COREL custodian for the Highveld Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops 

praeterita), but I’ve long been fascinated by this butterfly and try and assist Reinier every season. 

This September I undertook three visits to southwestern Gauteng and managed to locate L. 

praeterita on each occasion, although not in big numbers. 

 

The butterfly emerged early this year and I saw three or four specimens within the Hillshaven / 

Glenharvie area on 5 September. In my experience the larval host-plant, Cat’s Whiskers (Ocimum 

obovatum), flower over a short period of time; within a few days of each other. This season 

however – perhaps as a result of the cold winter – the Ocimum plants started flowering in late 

August and it took about four weeks for all the flowers to come out. 

 

On 14 September I returned to the same sites; it was a warm but very 

windy day and perhaps unsurprisingly, I only saw two, wind-blown L. 

praeterita. My final visit was on 27 September and, although this was 

towards the end of the season, it was my best day. Obviously making 

counts of butterflies involves a fair amount of guesswork, but I estimate 

that there were at least ten L. praeterita on the wing. This may not sound 

great and it isn’t, but butterflies have been very scarce in the Highveld 

grassland this spring. If the common butterflies are rare we shouldn’t 

expect a rare species to be common: my feeling is that the Highveld 

Giant Cupid is doing OK. Interestingly, I didn’t find a single L. praeterita 

in any of the peripheral sites where I sometimes encounter them – it 

seems that in tough seasons the butterfly retreats to its core populations.  

 

The Potchefstroom Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops procera) in contrast, 

looks like it might have a bumper season. I saw a couple of specimens at Glenharvie on my visit of 

27 September and then found a fairly strong colony about eight kilometres further south, flying with 

Mottled Russet (Aloeides molomo molomo). A further twelve kilometres south, west of Sebokeng, 

a handful of Maseru Toothed Russet (Aloeides dentatis maseruna) were flying in an alluvial pan 

near a stream. 

 

 

  

The veld at Hillshaven, with 
Ocimum obovatum in the 

foreground 

Lepidochrysops praeterita 
Glenharvie, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Lepidochrysops procera 
Kalbasfontein, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides dentatis maseruna 
Sebokeng, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 
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Master the Mystery of Medicines (Julia Botha) 
 

This new text book by Julia Botha is aimed at medical students and students of all health 

professions. Although the book explains pharmacology in a simple and down-to-earth way, it is not 

recommended for the layman. 

 

The 272 page book has been heavily subsidised and sells for only R90.  

For more information refer to the link below: 

www.masterthemysteryofmedicines.com 

 

Greenwings Tour (Steve Woodhall) 
 

Steve Woodhall will be leading a photographic butterfly-tour of South Africa between 25th April 

and 8th May 2021. A portion of any profit will be donated to LepSoc Africa – refer to the link below 

for further information: 

 

Greenwings 

 

Wolkburg Russet (Etienne Terblanche) 

 
Etienne Terblanche has been trying to record the life-cycle of the Wolkberg Russet (Aloeides 
stevensoni). 
 
I went up to the Aloeides stevensoni site on 9 October. After about ten days of mist here in 
Haenertsburg, some of which must have been around at the site, almost no butterflies were out. 
But stevensoni was, in good numbers. (Given that the grass had been burnt low, I could see just 
how "low" their flight was - endearing.) 
 
So, I've been hoping to enter their life cycle somehow, among 
other things of course. A bit like Farquharson, I've not had luck 
with this so far in my life, though I've spent too little time with 
them in the past. The attached picture is of a female laying an 
egg yesterday - well, in my limited experience. I have it on video 
and her abdomen expands with a kind of rhythm. You can see 
she's laying it behind the tiniest of stones. (In her world, a rock of 
sorts.) I could not find a way of videoing the actual egg without 
disturbing her perhaps too much. 
  
What about the plant? 
 
End October last year there was a profusion of flowering Eriosema ellipticifolium on that slope, and 
the Wolkberg russets were feeding on them like mad. Yesterday, all forbs were all still very tiny, 
after what I think must have been fairly recent burning. Viz. also the forb on the photo (taken from 
the video). It is enormously tiny. Think of a russet's size and then the little plant. 
 
Next time, I will take greater care. But this time, after sitting in the weirdest yoga-like position with 
the camera for what felt like wonderful ages, when she disappeared I stood up immediately and, 
for the life of me, could not find the spot where she laid the egg again! Noooo! I had ribbon with 

http://www.masterthemysteryofmedicines.com/
https://greenwings.co/our-holidays/butterfly-holidays/butterflies-south-africa/
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me that I wanted to tie to something near the spot, given that the plant was too small. Well... next 
time. 
 
So: speculating with a view to our visit. If russets lay their eggs on the ground near the host plant, 
and (long shot, I know) if that tiny plant there is Eriosema (which means "hairy,"), it could be the 
food plant. Which would be new for russets, I know. Therefore I remain sceptical and retain an 
open mind about this. 
 
  

International Moth Night 
 

Bart Van Camp is a Belgian moth researcher, engaged in citizen scientist campaigns focussed on 

nature in cities. After undertaking research in protected areas, he changed his focus to urban 

areas, in order to generate public awareness. For many years he has put light traps on rooftops of 

city halls, in the garden of politicians, journalists or writers, even at the European parliament. 

 

His next project is running simultaneous moth-trapping nights in big cities around the world. He 

has contacted metropolitan zoos, including Johannesburg - city zoos are often one of the few 

green spaces left in urban areas; they sometimes contain lots of biodiversity, are safe places for 

doing research in the city, and have a big communication network... 

 

To date 28 big city zoos on six continents have agreed to participate. 

 

The next step is to find local researchers / lepidopterists willing to run the moth traps, which is 

where we come in! Zoos in the northern hemisphere will run their moth-trapping on the night of 

July 9th 2021. The date for the southern hemisphere zoos (Wellington, Adelaide, Johannesburg, 

Santiago etc.) is still to be finalized, but will be sometime in January or February next year.. 

The third step is a poster- and media campaign showcasing the results: Bart will make one 

general poster showing the hidden biodiversity in our cities worldwide, and (later on) a poster with 

the results for each participating zoo. Each zoo will use their media network to communicate about 

the results and about the unseen nature we have to take (better) care of. 

 

Please get back to me (jchdobson@gmail.com) if you are happy to take part in what, I believe, will 

be a really fun event. We obviously require a few of our local moth-experts to be involved, 

although some of the identifications can be done remotely using photos and email. There is 

however a role for non-experts, such as myself, in setting up and manning the traps, taking 

photographs and retaining voucher specimens where appropriate. 

 

The participating zoos so far: Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Antwerp, Berlin, Copenhagen, Barcelona, 

Prague, Helsinki, Moscow, Leningrad, Haifa (Israël), Toronto, Santiago de Chili, Cali, San José 

(CR), Santo Domingo (Dom. Rep.), Budapest, Fresno, Los Angeles, Miami, Atlanta, Indianapolis, 

Edmonton, Mackay (Botanical Garden Australia), Adelaide, Wellington, Johannesburg. 

 

  

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
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Poison is Poison (Charles and Julia Botha) 
 
Many gardening articles in various magazines, even including African Birdlife, unfortunately at 
times create the impression that so-called environmentally friendly poisons are okay to use in the 
garden. Such articles are often motivated by the advertising revenue that poisons generate. But 
the authors usually seem to be totally ignorant of the fact that, whilst poisons may be needed in 
agriculture, “pests” can most definitely be controlled without resorting to any kind of pesticides 
whatsoever in the average urban garden. 
 
The majority of birders are aware that insects are an essential 
food source for most garden birds and their fledglings, including 
the fruit- and nectar-eaters. If you don’t have a garden rich in 
insect life, your variety of bird species and other small wildlife will 
most likely remain low, unless there is a good insect food source 
nearby. 
 
There are many natural “controllers” of pests in the garden in the 
form of predators such as spiders, mantids, centipedes and a 
host of other small creatures. However, when poison, even the 
misnamed eco-friendly poison, is used these predators are 
destroyed along with the pests. Because predators breed more 
slowly than their prey, the pests recover quickly and now have fewer predators to keep them in 
check, so a population explosion occurs. The horrified gardener resorts to even more insecticide 
and quite predictably, through the same sequence, the last few predators in the vicinity are 
eliminated and the pests multiply uncontrollably. 
 
A vicious cycle is created, so that the more poison you use, the more pests you’ll have and the 
more poison you’ll need. Of course, none of this is mentioned on the poison packet. No matter 
how much poison you use, you will never eliminate all the pests. There will always be more to 
invade your predator-free garden almost immediately from elsewhere. Even the “friendliest” of 
remedies will harm the small predators, usually located close to, or often among, the areas 
“infected” by their prey. For example, the larvae of hover flies are often found among aphids, of 
which they consume large quantities. If you have a garden where all the predators have been 
eliminated, then there will be a frustrating period waiting for them to return after you stop using 
poisons. But for the patient environmentally friendly gardener, the natural balance will eventually 
be restored and major infestations of pests will be short-lived. 
 
Because we have not used any poisons whatsoever in our Durban garden, not even the supposed 
environmentally-friendly ones, for over three decades, we have an abundance of predatory 
insects. These, together with the birds, ensure that we have no problem at all with the usual 
garden pests such as aphids, ants, cutworms, crickets, caterpillars, etc. Some imported pests, like 
mealy bugs, are promptly removed by hand, but absolutely no indigenous creature is ever killed. 
Indigenous vegetation is optimal in providing for garden wildlife and in general local plants will not 
be destroyed by indigenous insects as they evolved together. Planting FOR the insects is a totally 
different mind-set of using poisons and not only gives watching garden wildlife another dimension, 
but also creates even more bird buffets. 
 
These principles are well described in our books Bring Nature Back to your Garden and Bring 
Butterflies Back to your Garden. The last-mentioned could easily have been named Bring Birds 
Back to your Garden because, where butterflies and their larvae (caterpillars) go, birds will soon 
follow. But if most gardeners, or even only most birders, followed our example then it would result 
in a drastic reduction in profit for the poison manufacturers and their vendors. So they are duty 
bound to defend their products. 

Although assassin bugs are themselves 
eaten by birds, like true assassins they 

ambush other insects… 
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Overview of LepiMAP between July 2010 and June 2020  

(Les Underhill and Steve Woodhall) 
 
LepiMAP is the Atlas of African Lepidoptera. LepiMAP is one of the sections of the Virtual 
Museum. From September 2020, the project has been hosted jointly by the FitzPatrick Institute 
and the Biodiversity and Development Institute (BDI). Project funding is via the BDI. 
 
207,000 records were uploaded through the Virtual Museum website in the decade between 1 July 
2010 and 30 June 2020 (Table 1). Of these 144,000 (70%) were uploaded in the five-year period 1 
July 2015 and 30 June 2020. That is nearly 30,000 records per year over the five year period. 26 
countries have 50 or more LepiMAP records. This is the citizen science component of LepiMAP. 
 
The total size of the LepiMAP database is 558,000 records; this includes the database of mainly 
specimen records compiled for the SABCA project, Virtual Museum records prior to July 2010, and 
few bulk uploads that go directly into the database. This is one of the largest databases of its kind, 
globally. Identification is by experts, not by democracy. 
 
When sociologists examine citizen science projects, they criticise them for being top-down, and 
driven by scientists. In one way, they are correct. For the scientists, it is the data which is of 
primary importance, and that naturally is where their focus lies. However, the sociologists are 
completely wrong; it is not feasible to run an atlas project for a continent without a top-down 
approach, with a protocol being decided upon by the scientists. However, from the perspective of 
the highly pedigreed pre scientist, the citizen scientists are eyes-on-matchsticks. This is the 
criticism which sociologists ought to have spotted about citizen science projects. Effectively, most 
citizen science projects run by scientists can be described as CITIZEN SCIENCE. 
 
In contrast, the BDI aims to do CITIZEN SCIENCE, with equal emphasis on the citizen and on the 
science. A project such as LepiMAP is not worth putting time and resources into if the data 
collected is sub-standard. The science is of critical importance. An amazing gap in knowledge, 
which the BDI aims to help fill, is to understand the impact that participation in citizen scientist 
projects has on the participants themselves. The BDI believes that citizen scientists are not eyes-
on-matchsticks-which-deliver-data, but that participation and involvement can transform the owner 
of the eyes into an ambassador for biodiversity, and have grassroots influence on appreciating the 
value of biodiversity in their communities. So an important part of the BDI mission is to facilitate 
the process through which citizen scientists influence their communities. 
 
One of the routes for doing this is through the BDI Citizen Scientist Hours. The presentations at 
these Zoom events become videos on the BDI YouTube channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRQ_7Wb8DRWsmis1ZNHrV5Q/videos). On Wednesday 9 
September 2020, Citizen Scientist Hour 7 was devoted to butterflies and LepiMAP. The three 
presentations can be viewed on the YouTube channel: 
 

•  Oskar Brattström: Butterflies – Africa's most exciting animals  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPmKoMXDw5I  

 
•  Fanie Rautenbach: The great LepiMAP challenge 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycqCYvZRU4E  
Fanie’s talk needs to be looked at in conjunction with the blog below. 112 species of 
butterfly recorded in South Africa, Lesotho and eSwatini don’t have photos in 
LepiMAP at all, and 56 species don’t have LepiMAP records in the past five years: 
http://thebdi.org/2020/09/02/fanie-rautenbachs-great-lepimap-challenge-2020-21/  

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRQ_7Wb8DRWsmis1ZNHrV5Q/videos
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPmKoMXDw5I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycqCYvZRU4E
http://thebdi.org/2020/09/02/fanie-rautenbachs-great-lepimap-challenge-2020-21/
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•  Steve Woodhall: Looking for butterflies 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sUdH0xfkN8k  

 
There are substantial opportunities for partnership between LepSoc Africa and the BDI not only to 
expand the LepiMAP database, but also to help create a community of interest in both West Africa 
and East Africa, and ultimately to grow LepSoc Africa membership in countries farther north than 
the traditional membership base.  
 
The first question to ask is “What can LepiMAP do for LepSoc Africa?” (partly answered above), 
and the next question is “What can LepSoc Africa do for LepiMAP?” (a question for the AGM and 
Council). 
 
Table 1. LepiMAP records per country of Africa over the decade 1 July 2010 to 30 June 2020. 
Countries with 50 or more records are listed 
 

Country LepiMAP records 
2010-2020 

South Africa 160108 

eSwatini 13452 

Namibia 6169 

Zambia 5383 

Tanzania 3058 

Mozambique 2897 

Malawi 2890 

Botswana 2579 

Kenya 2160 

Zimbabwe 1535 

Congo (DRC) 1430 

Nigeria 1077 

Uganda 848 

Angola 450 

Madagascar 430 

Democratic Republic of the Congo 410 

Liberia 213 

Sudan 197 

Sierra Leone 184 

Mali 140 

Ethiopia 132 

Rwanda 115 

Lesotho 112 

The Gambia 101 

Ghana 76 

Ivory Coast 67 

Total (all countries) 206611 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sUdH0xfkN8k
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A visit to Mpumalanga (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

My wife, Colleen, and I had a brief holiday in late September, staying at the Mount Sheba hotel 

near Pilgrim’s Rest. I often try and visit the Mpumalanga escarpment at this time of year as there 

are usually several nice butterflies on the wing.  

 

In its advertisements, Mt Sheba calls itself the “Grand Old Lady”; to 

be honest “Tired Old Lady” is probably a more apt description these 

days - it is still a nice venue though, set in a large Afromontane 

forest. The Robber’s Pass locality for Cloud Russet (Aloeides 

nubilus) is nearby, although I didn’t see any butterflies when I visited 

the site. Rather disturbingly, the habitat is becoming infested with 

thistles and doesn’t appear to have been burnt for several years. 

I’ve looked for Aloeides nubilus previously in suitable looking sites 

nearby without finding any – this butterfly needs our help. 

 

In contrast, the grassland adjacent to Mac-Mac Falls looked in pristine condition and was teeming 

with butterflies; mostly Meadow Blue (Cupidopsis cissus cissus), but also several Sabie Giant 

Cupid (Lepidochrysops irvingi) and a solitary Violescent Cupid (Orachrysops violescens). I also 

visited a site near Elandshoogte forest, off the Schoemanskloof road. This is a spot Chris Dobson 

discovered in September 2016 and we’ve found several nice butterflies there, such as Cloud 

Russet (Aloeides nubilus), Restless Cupid (Orachrysops lacrimosa) and North-eastern Hillside 

Brown (Stygionympha scotina coetzeri). There is some debate as to whether the Aloeides from 

Elandshoogte are A. nubilus or A. oreas, but I’ve now got some samples for DNA sequencing; I’ve 

previously obtained a barcode for A. nubilus from the Robber’s Pass locality, so we can compare 

these once I receive results from BOLD. 

  

Lepidochrysops irvingi 
Mac-Mac Falls, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Chrysoritis aethon 
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Orachrysops violescens 
Mac-Mac Falls, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Acraea nohara nohara 
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Aloeides nubilus 
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Aloeides trimeni trimeni 
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

The Aloeides nubilus locality on 
Robber’s Pass is in trouble 
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A visit to Limpopo (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

Mark Williams and I visited the Wolkberg region in early October, primarily to look for Wolkberg 

Russet (Aloeides stevensoni).  

 

Our first day (13 October) was spent in the Munnik – Mooketsi 

area. While we were probably too late in the season for the 

Spialia at Munnik, the habitat at this site appears to be 

irretrievably degraded; overgrazing and lack of winter grass-

burning have resulted in bush encroachment and an almost 

complete absence of wild flowers. The hills above Mooketsi were 

similarly dismal, although the weather was a bit chilly, so I 

shouldn’t draw too many conclusions about the lack of 

butterflies. Our next stop was the Bufflesberg site near 

Vaalkrans, where Mark, Justin Bode and I had found Zimbabwe 

Yellow-banded Sapphire (Iolaus nasisii) larvae in November 

2015. The area was very dry and few butterflies could be seen. We found plenty of nasisii host 

plant - Agelanthus transvaalensis – although we considered that the mistletoe was still a bit 

immature; we were probably a week or two too early. A scenic drive to Haenertsburg, through 

Woodbush forest, concluded the butterfly part of the day. 

 

In Haenertsburg we met up with Etienne Terblanche, who had very kindly invited Mark and I to 

dinner at his house. A very enjoyable evening ensued, in the company of Etienne, his partner 

Christine and Etienne’s three sons. 

 

The following day, 14 October, Etienne accompanied Mark and I on an expedition to the new 

Wolkberg Russet (Aloeides stevensoni) locality. This is the spot, within the Bewaarkloof Nature 

Reserve, that Etienne discovered last year and, having now driven to the site, I can’t praise 

Etienne’s determination highly enough. I’ve possibly travelled on worse tracks in my life, but only 

in instances where I had a solid expectation of finding something special. I believe Vaughan 

Jessnitz accompanied Etienne on their pioneering expedition last year - congratulations to them 

both.  

 

After a hectic two and a half hour drive from Haenertsburg we arrived at the site – and there they 

were: Aloeides stevensoni flying in good numbers. Since the demise of the Haenertsburg locality 

several years ago, my understanding is that only isolated records of Aloeides stevensoni have 

been made, primarily from the MOME hill area. We now have a strong and secure population of 

the butterfly to monitor and conserve. 

 

Axiocerses amanga amanga 
Mooketsi, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Acraea nohara nohara 
Wolkberg, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides dryas (f) 
Wolkberg, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides stevensoni  
Wolkberg, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 



23 
 

After a fabulous day, spent in one of South Africa’s true wilderness 

areas, we returned to  Haenertsburg, stopping to see whether 

Wolkberg Widow (Dingana clara) was flying at the Iron Crown – it 

wasn’t; we were presumably too early in the season. That evening 

Louis Changuion, a friend of Etienne’s, joined us for dinner. Louis (a 

remarkably young looking octogenarian) is a writer, historian and a 

pillar of the Haenertsburg community – we had a really educational 

and fun-filled evening. 

The following morning, with a rather sore head, I drove with Mark to Lekgalameetse. The 

grassland at The Downs looked fantastic; loads of flowers including Ocimum obovatum. 

Unfortunately, butterflies were few and far between: a handful of King Giant Cupid 

(Lepidochrysops tantalus); a pair of Royal Cupid (Orachrysops regalis) and one or two 

unconfirmed sightings of Lotana Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops lotana). We believe we may have 

been a few weeks too late: a more alarming possibility is that the number of butterflies on The 

Downs has crashed. I managed to obtain a couple of – rather worn – specimens of my main 

quarry: the Lekgalameetse population of  Brown Russet (Aloeides trimeni trimeni). 

 

The last day of our trip (16 Oct) we explored the forested areas at the base of Lekgalameetse. 

Butterflies were scarce, with the exception of African Snout (Libythea laius) and Large Striped 

Swordtail (Graphium antheus). The highlight – for me – was seeing a few Robust Hopper 

(Platylesches robustus robustus): one of the Lekgalameetse specials. 

Our overall impression was that – with the exception of the Aloeides stevensoni site – butterflies 

had been rather disappointing. Nonetheless, Mark and I agreed that it had been a memorable and 

worthwhile trip!  

 

Lepidochrysops tantalus 
The Downs, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Orachrysops regalis 
The Downs, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Acraea violarum violarum 
The Downs, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Protogoniomorpha parhassus 
Malta Forest, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Platylesches robustus robustus 
Malta Forest, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Spialia dromus 
Malta Forest, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 
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The... Best... Cape... Trip... Ever (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

I had planned a trip to the Cape in October, loosely based on finding as many Aloeides species as 

possible. Mark Williams joined me and we set off on Wed 21 Oct. 

 

Day 1 was relatively uneventful: we stopped at Springfontein: Dwarf Sandman (Spialia nanus), 

Gariep: Silver-spotted Grey (Crudaria leroma)  and Hanover: Veined Russet (Aloeides pierus); the 

latter butterfly - while always a relatively common species - is having a spectacular season and we 

found it at almost all the localities that we visited. 

 

Following an overnight stay in Beaufort West we visited Molteno Pass (22 Oct). Butterflies were 

fairly scarce, but we managed to find some great species, such as Caledon Russet (Aloeides 

caledoni), Beaufort Opal (Chrysoritis beaufortia beaufortia), Karoo Spring Widow (Tarsocera 

fulvina) and Karoo Black Pepper Brown (Pseudonympha southeyi wykehami). A. caledoni appears 

to be an avid afternoon hilltopper, but otherwise occurs in isolated territories, which it patrols 

erratically. Unlike the ubiquitous A. pierus, we didn’t see it feeding on flowering Drosanthemum.  

 

 

We overnighted in Sutherland and spent the following day (23 Oct) visiting sites in this area. We 

initially struggled a bit; the usual Roggeveld Beaufort Opal (Chrysoritis beaufortia sutherlandensis) 

and Namaqua White-netted Brown (Pseudonympha trimenii namaquana) excepted. Our final 

destination however - the jagged rocks near the “golf-ball” observatory - was spectacular. We 

stumbled on a colony of Broad-bordered Russet (Aloeides kaplani) and found a large number of 

Violet Opal (Chrysoritis violescens). Roggeveld Arrowhead (Phasis pringlei) was common, as was 

Midas Opal (Chrysoritis midas). A couple of Hantam Karoo Opal (Chrysoritis turneri wykehami) 

completed a productive day. In the late afternoon we drove to Worcester. My accommodation had 

been double-booked, but we treated ourselves to a night at a fairly luxurious wine lodge nearby. 

Spialia agylla agylla 
Molteno Pass, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides pierus 
Molteno Pass, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Chrysoritis beaufortia beaufortia 
Molteno Pass, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Pseudonympha trimenii namaquana 
Sutherland, N Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Chrysoritis beaufortia sutherlandensis 
Sutherland, N Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Phasis pringlei 
Sutherland, N Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 
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Day 4 of our trip (24 Oct) was spent in the Worcester area and Andrew Morton and Harald Selb 

joined us for the day. First up was Harald’s spot near Brandvlei Dam for Worcester Opal 

(Chrysoritis rileyi). Butterflies weren’t too common, but we found a few rileyi (plus A. pierus of 

course). Next was Bree River, which was surprisingly good: several Angular Opal  (Chrysoritis 

brooksi brooksi) and Worcester Russet (Aloeides lutescens). I think there is another Aloeides 

flying with lutescens, possibly Red Hill Russet (Aloeides egerides); samples will be sent to BOLD 

for barcoding. Mark and I then visited Slanghoek, where Slanghoek Dark Russet (Aloeides 

carolynnae carolynnae) was flying in fair numbers, along with Large Silver-spotted Copper 

(Trimenia argyroplaga argyroplaga). We finished the day with a stop at Du Toit’s Kloof: a couple of 

Hawequas Opal (Chrysoritis irene) and several Hawequas Skyblue Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops 

oreas junae).  

 

 

We stayed at Andrew Morton’s fabulous Bluebottle Guesthouse and, that evening, had a few 

beers with Andrew at Tiger’s Milk, Muizenberg.  

I’d planned to spend Day 5 (25 Oct) in the Cape Town area, but 

the weather wasn’t playing ball, so, on little more than a hunch, 

we travelled to another of Harald’s localities on the Piketberg. 

On a trip of many highlights, this was probably our best day: 

loads of Piketberg Silver-spotted Copper (Trimenia wallengrenii 

gonnemoi) and Dwarf Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops dukei) and a 

solitary Opal which I’m fairly certain is Moorreesburg Thysbe 

Opal (Chrysoritis thysbe schloszae).  

  

Chrysoritis rileyi 
Brandvlei Dam, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides lutescens 
Bree River, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides pierus 
Brandvlei Dam, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae 
Slanghoek, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Lepidochrysops oreas junae 
Du Toit’s Kloof, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Chrysoritis irene 
Du Toit’s Kloof, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Greater Flamingo 
Veldrif, W Cape 
Jeremy Dobson 
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We spent the afternoon on the coastal dunes near Jacobs Bay, which contained the usual 

suspects: Red Russet (Aloeides thyra thyra), West Coast Russet (Aloeides margaretae), Sand-

dune Opal (Chrysoritis pyroeis pyroeis), and Silver Arrowhead (Phasis thero thero) - plus a very 

large Cape Cobra. To round off an epic day, Andrew and Tarryn Morton invited us to dinner at 

their house in Glencairn. 

 

On 26 Oct (Day 6) we briefly visited Bailey’s Kloof - Dark Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops trimeni) 

didn’t appear to be out - and Muizenberg, where Jitterbug Daisy Copper (Chrysoritis zeuxo zeuxo) 

certainly was. The Giant Russet (Aloeides pallida) at Kogel Bay were scarce but nice and fresh 

and we visited the hill above Hermanus, where we found Monkey Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops 

methymna methymna) and Robertson’s Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops robertsoni). Our final stop 

for the day was De Hoop: it was hard work, but I found a couple of Dark Opal (Chrysoritis 

nigricans nigricans) and a solitary A. pallida. No sign of our main quarry De Hoop Dark Russet 

(Aloeides carolynnae aurata) unfortunately. We’d intended to spend the night at Still Bay, but, 

while trying to book, en-route, found that everywhere was booked. Fortunately the Google Maps 

lady came to the rescue and we found a nice guest farm near Riversdale. 

Trimenia wallengrenii gonnemoi 
Piketberg, W Cape 
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Lepidochrysops dukei 
Piketberg, W Cape 
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Aloeides thyra thyra 
Jacobs Bay, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Chrysoritis zeuxo zeuxo 
Muizenberg, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides pallida (littoralis?) 
Kogel Bay, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Lepidochrysops methymna methymna 
Hermanus, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides pierus 
Hermanus, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides pallida (littoralis?) 
De Hoop, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Chrysoritis nigricans nigricans 
De Hoop, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 
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Day 7 (27 Oct) commenced with a visit to Stillbaai. I only saw a single specimen of our target 

species - Brenton Red Russet (Aloeides thyra orientis) - but there were several representatives of 

the local Thysbe Opal (Chrysoritis thysbe), Silver Arrowhead (Phasis thero thero) and Coastal 

Skolly (Thestor rossouwi). Next up was Garcia’s Pass - nothing, apart from an extremely fat puff 

adder - and from there, on to Calitzdorp, where we met up with Ray Jones. Ray, an authority on 

butterflies in the Calitzdorp area, joined us for a brief visit to Huis River Pass. In common with the 

theme for most of our trip, our arrival heralded the first sighting of the special local butterflies: 

Gamka Pan Opal (Chrysoritis pan henningi), Bowker’s Marbled Sapphire (Stugeta bowkeri 

bowkeri) and Little Rocksitter (Durbaniella clarki clarki).  

We spent a memorable night at Dave and Hanna Edge’s home in Brenton-on-Sea, where we 

resolved most of the world’s problems, but also identified a few new ones.  

 

Day 8 of our trip (28 Oct) commenced with a drive up Prince Alfred Pass to Spitzkop - a locality 

that Dave had given to me using one of his inimitable maps. I only found a single specimen of my 

target species (an Aloeides that looks somewhere in between A. clarki and A. gowani), but there 

were loads of Lepidochrysops. I think the brown ones were Robertson’s Giant Cupid 

(Lepidochrysops robertsoni) and most of the blue ones Ice Blue Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops 

braueri), but there were also a couple of Brilliant Giant Cupid (Lepidochrysops asteris). Mark and I 

both caught solitary Uitenhage Sylph (Tsitana uitenhaga) to round off a successful visit. Our next 

stop, Garcia’s Pass produced few butterflies, but a very fat Puff Adder... 

The final destination for the day was Jansenville, where I had hoped to find Karoo Little Rocksitter 

(Durbaniella clarki belladonna). No belladonna unfortunately, but a few Gully Opal (Chrysoritis 

beulah) and a couple of Arid Spring Widow (Tarsocera southeyae).  

Chrysoritis thysbe (mithras?) 
Still Bay, W Cape 
Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides thyra (orientis?) 
Still Bay, W Cape 
Jeremy Dobson 

Phasis thero thero 
Still Bay, W Cape 
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Thestor rossouwi 
Still Bay, W Cape 
Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides pierus 
Garcia’s Pass, W Cape 
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Durbaniella clarki clarki 
Calizdorp, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 
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Mark caught a couple of Aloeides that I have yet to identify; this is a butterfly that I’d noticed two 

years ago, but hadn’t bothered to catch as the specimens were very worn: it’s not much use 

having a DNA sequence if you can’t relate this to a butterfly; now we can! 

I’d pencilled in Hogsback and the Eastern Cape for the next leg of our expedition, but we were 

running out of good weather and decided to head for home. We overnighted in Graaff-Reinet, 

where Mark treated me to a delicious three-course meal, the first two courses of which were soup. 

 

On our drive home (Day 9 on 29 Oct), we stopped at Lootsberg Pass (cold and windy) and 

Nouport (cold and wet). Nonetheless, we agreed that it had been an extraordinary trip, blessed 

with great weather generally and an amazing selection of some of the best Cape butterflies.  

 

On a sad note, my beloved 180 mm macro lens finally died. My camera 

generally looks like it has been dragged through a bush backwards, which 

of course it frequently has been. In Cape Town, the lens fell to bits. 

Fortunately, I’d bought along a spare camera, with a 110 mm macro, so I 

was able to continue photographing butterflies, albeit having to apply more 

stealth and patience than previously. The Canon lens doesn’t seem to be 

available in SA, so I’ve ordered a Sigma equivalent - I’ll let you know how it 

works.  

 

 

Lepidoptera and Odonata of Bergville, KZN (Mark Liptrot) 
 

Mark Liptrot has produced a report of the butterflies and dragonflies that he photographed at the 

Berghouse and Cottages property, near Bergville, KZN, between 16-19 October 2020.  I’ve 

attached a link below: 

 

Bergville - Mark Liptrot      

 

Mark reports that the butterfly-checklist that he has been compiling for Krantzkoof Nature Reserve 

(north of Kloof, KZN) now stands at 183 species.                 

Lepidochrysops braueri 
Spitzkop, W Cape 
Jeremy Dobson 

Chrysoritis beulah 
Jansenville, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Lepidochrysops robertsoni 
Spitzkop, W Cape 
Jeremy Dobson 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/72jy2uildeqgnl1/Mark%20Liptrot.docx?dl=0
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Butterflies of Nigeria 

 

There is a lot of interest in butterflies in Nigeria at the moment - the country is exceptionally rich in 

biodiversity, including butterfly species. A conservation initiative has been set up by a French 

organization, Exploratory Ecology. The project aims to undertake research and to protect forests in 

Nigeria, particularly in the Cross River National Park and the Omo Forest Reserve.  

 

The project will have an impact 1) on developing scientific knowledge of butterfly species and their 

preferred plants in protected forests, more particularly in the Cross River National Park and the 

Omo Forest Reserve, 2) to propose actions for conservation of these species and their habitats in 

the forests of Nigeria, and raising public awareness of their protection, 3) to involve different actors 

from the territory of Nigeria and Africa. 

Following Exploratory Ecology’s publications of butterfly species photos on a Facebook group, Mr. 

Ekpah Ojonugwa entomologist at the Nigerian Conservation Foundation contacted this French 

association for biodiversity protection on November 18, 2019. The meeting between these butterfly 

enthusiasts led to the following observation. Nigeria contains exceptional biodiversity in forests 

including butterfly species. But we currently lack the knowledge to protect these species. These 

exchanges therefore led to the development of a Franco-African collaboration on a study project 

on butterflies and forests in Nigeria. 

Main team is made up of : 

1) Ekpah Ojonugwa, graduate of a scientific master’s degree in applied entomology from the 

University of Lagos, works for Nigerian Conservation Foundation, which will carry out the field 

work, identification of species ; 

2) Fanny Mallard, president of the Exploratory Ecology association, a lepidopterist with PhD in 

ecology, who will provide scientific support for production and communication; 

3) Sven Aël Guen, after studying DUT Biological Engineering with Environmental Engineering 

option, graduate in Computer Science, administrator and networks, technical manager of the 

Exploratory Ecology association, who will bring his technical expertise for the IT part. 

The team is reinforced by people from partner organizations in Africa who are technical, scientific 

and awareness-raising skills : 

• Federal Ministry of Information and Culture, 

• National Park Service, 

• Teams of Cross River National Park and Omo Forest Reserve, 

• Organizations of Wildlife Conservation Society and Wildlife for Africa Conservation 

Initiative. 

Scientific researchers researchers and advisors include Oskar Brattström of the University of 

Cambridge, and Steve Collins, of ABRI. 

Nigerian Butterflies 

 

  

http://www.explorecology.com/index.php/en/project/explorcollect2/butterflies-in-nigeria/
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Mutinondo Wilderness 

If anyone is visiting Zambia, I can strongly recommend a stay at Mutinondo Wilderness, about 500 

km northeast of Lusaka. 

I’ve attached a link to their latest newsletter (below): 

Mutinondo Wilderness 

 

Malawi 

I received the following link to the Malawi Newsletter – Sep 2020 from Malawi Travel Marketing 

Consortium. It gives some information for people wishing to visit this country, which is gradually 

opening up after the coronavirus lockdown: 

Malawi tourism 

 

East African Natural History Collections (Solomon Sebuliba) 
 

Steve Collins forwarded me the following paper, titled “Threatened Heritage - Evaluation of East 

African Natural History Collections amidst restitution debates - Cases from Uganda, Kenya and 

Rwanda” by Solomon Sebuliba. 

 

The article concludes that Africa’s natural history is generally not well documented and what little 

museum material there is tends to be poorly maintained and under-researched. Without significant 

financial support and political intervention the future looks bleak… 

 

East African Natural History Collections 

 

 

West African Butterfly Tours (Szabolcs Sáfián) 
 

Volunteers wanted! 

The Liberian forest is one of the richest biodiversity areas in West Africa. Despite its importance, 

the country does not receive sufficient funds to reach their goals in implementing professional 

protection of some of the areas of conservation importance. The Nimba Mountains at the 

intersection of Liberia, Guinea and Ivory Coast are unique in landscape, habitats and harbour 

numerous endemic and restricted-range species. To help protect the Liberian Nimba Mountains 

(East Nimba Nature Reserve), we are looking for short to long term research and conservation 

volunteers, who would assist the forest authorities managing the reserve. Subjects are still to be 

discussed, but volunteers could be involved in one or more of the following subjects: anti-poaching 

(patrolling, collecting of snares, monitoring illegal hunting activities), fire prevention and invasive 

species management (cutting and removing biomass at forest edge to prevent fire damage. At the 

same time, invasive Chormolaena odorata and other invasive plant stands are also removed), 

research (monitoring pollination along Chromolaena odorata-infested forest verges).  

 

Please contact Safi at szsafian@gmail.com 

  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/b5679iw7tu9bvr8/Celebrating%2025%20years%20at%20Mutinondo.pdf?dl=0
https://d19cgyi5s8w5eh.cloudfront.net/usr/fab42ba39cf937ba6aed718c84bad8e9/eml/sH01gpKsScWy_C8Lo5Cyzg?e=jchdobson%40gmail.com&a=Si4dU1uoTRuuMrjnFgVCpw&f=3c09b7a2&t=
https://www.dropbox.com/s/n5b5vbx9umn4k80/Sebuliba%202020%20East%20African%20Natural%20History%20Collections.pdf?dl=0
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2020/ABN%202020-6/szsafian@gmail.com
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Torben Larsen’s The Butterflies of Botswana and their Natural 

History (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

Work on the above book is well underway and it will – hopefully - be published by LepSoc Africa 

during the course of next year. Mark Williams, Steve Collins and I are busy editing the book and 

Andrew Mayer has offered to design the cover. 

 

The list below covers the 275 butterflies covered in the book, with genus accounts and detailed 

species-information, all written in Torben’s inimitable style. There are several species for which I 

don’t have pictures at the moment and I’d appreciate any assistance – you will be given full 

recognition. The last two columns indicate whether we have images of set specimens from 

Afrotropical Butterflies (ATB) or whether I have my own photos (JD). Please focus primarily on the 

missing images, but feel free to provide photos of your own which you are particularly proud of, as 

they may well be better than the ones I’ve got currently. 

Finally, please have a look at the list and let me know if there are any species that, to your 

knowledge, are missing. Species which Torben did not find in Botswana, but felt certain would 

occur there are marked with an asterisk. 

 

TAXON AUTHOR ENGLISH NAME 
AT
B JD 

Graphium (Arisbe) angolanus angolanus (Goeze, 1779) Angola White Lady ✓  

Graphium (Arisbe) antheus  (Cramer, 1779) Large Striped Swordtail ✓ ✓ 

Graphium (Arisbe) leonidas leonidas (Fabricius, 1793) Veined Swordtail  ✓ ✓ 

Graphium (Arisbe) morania  (Angas, 1849) White Lady ✓ ✓ 

Graphium (Arisbe) porthaon porthaon (Hewitson, 1865) Cream-striped Swordtail ✓  

Papilio (Princeps) constantinus constantinus Ward, 1871 Shade Swallowtail ✓ ✓ 

Papilio (Princeps) dardanus cenea Stoll, 1790 Mocker Swallowtail ✓ ✓ 

Papilio (Princeps) demodocus demodocus Esper, [1798] Citrus Swallowtail ✓ ✓ 

Papilio (Princeps) nireus lyaeus Doubleday, 1845 Narrow Green-banded Swallowtail ✓  

Catopsilia florella  (Fabricius, 1775) African Migrant ✓ ✓ 

Colias electo electo (Linnaeus, 1763) African Clouded Yellow ✓ ✓ 

Eurema (Eurema) brigitta brigitta (Stoll, [1780]) Broad-bordered Grass Yellow ✓ ✓ 

Eurema (Terias) hapale  (Mabille, 1882) Marsh Grass Yellow ✓  

Eurema (Terias) hecabe solifera (Butler, 1875) Lowveld Grass Yellow ✓ ✓ 

Nepheronia buquetii buquetii (Boisduval, 1836) Buquet's Vagrant ✓ ✓ 

Nepheronia thalassina sinalata (Suffert, 1904) Cambridge Vagrant ✓ ✓ 

Appias (Glutophrissa) epaphia contracta (Butler, 1888) Diverse Albatross White ✓ ✓ 

Belenois aurota  (Fabricius, 1793) Pioneer Caper White ✓ ✓ 

Belenois creona severina (Stoll, 1781) African Caper White ✓ ✓ 

Belenois gidica abyssinica (Lucas, 1852) African Veined White ✓ ✓ 

Dixeia spilleri  (Spiller, 1884) Sulphur Yellow ✓  

Mylothris agathina agathina (Cramer, 1779) Eastern Dotted Border  ✓ ✓ 

Mylothris rubricosta attenuata Talbot, 1944 Nyassa Streaked Dotted Border ✓  

Mylothris rueppellii haemus (Trimen, 1879) Twin Dotted Border ✓ ✓ 

Pontia helice helice (Linnaeus, 1764) Southern Meadow White ✓ ✓ 

Afrodryas leda  (Boisduval, 1847) Autumn-leaf Vagrant  ✓  

Colotis annae annae (Wallengren, 1857) Scarlet Tip  ✓ ✓ 

Colotis antevippe gavisa (Wallengren, 1857) Red Tip ✓ ✓ 

Colotis auxo auxo (Lucas, 1852) Sulphur Orange Tip ✓ ✓ 

Colotis calais calais (Cramer, 1775) Topaz Arab Tip ✓ ✓ 

Colotis celimene amina (Hewitson, 1866) Lilac Tip ✓ ✓ 

Colotis celimene pholoe (Wallengren, 1860) Namib Lilac Tip ✓ ✓ 

Colotis doubledayi* (Hopffer, 1862) Desert Arab ✓  
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Colotis euippe omphale (Godart, 1819) Southern Round-winged Orange Tip ✓ ✓ 

Colotis evagore antigone (Boisduval, 1836) Small Orange Tip ✓ ✓ 

Colotis evenina evenina (Wallengren, 1857) African Orange Tip ✓ ✓ 

Colotis ione  (Godart, 1819) Bushveld Purple Tip  ✓ ✓ 

Colotis lais  (Butler, 1876) Kalahari Orange Tip  ✓ ✓ 

Colotis pallene  (Hopffer, 1855) Bushveld Orange Tip  ✓  

Colotis regina  (Trimen, 1863) Queen Purple Tip  ✓ ✓ 

Colotis vesta argillaceus (Butler, 1877) Southern Veined Arab Tip ✓ ✓ 

Colotis vesta mutans (Butler, 1877) Nyassa Veined Arab Tip ✓ ✓ 

Pinacopteryx eriphia eriphia (Godart, [1819]) Zebra White ✓ ✓ 

Teracolus agoye agoye (Wallengren, 1857) Speckled Sulphur Tip ✓ ✓ 

Teracolus agoye bowkeri (Trimen, 1883) Desert Speckled Sulphur Tip ✓ ✓ 

Teracolus eris eris (Klug, 1829) Banded Gold Tip  ✓ ✓ 

Teracolus subfasciatus  (Swainson, 1833) Lemon Traveller ✓ ✓ 

Aloeides damarensis damarensis (Trimen, 1891) Damara Russet ✓ ✓ 

Aloeides molomo krooni Tite & Dickson, 1973 Kalahari Mottled Russet  ✓ ✓ 

Aloeides molomo molomo (Trimen, 1870) Mottled Russet ✓ ✓ 

Aloeides namibiensis 
Henning & Henning, 
1994 Namib Russet 

  

Aloeides simplex  (Trimen, 1893) Dune Russet  ✓ ✓ 

Aloeides taikosama  (Wallengren, 1857) Dusky Russet  ✓ ✓ 

Aloeides trimeni trimeni Tite & Dickson, 1973 Brown Russet ✓ ✓ 

Aphnaeus erikssoni* Trimen, 1891 Miombo High-flier ✓ ✓ 

Aphnaeus hutchinsonii  Trimen, 1887 Hutchinson's High-flier ✓ ✓ 

Argyraspodes argyraspis  (Trimen, 1873) Warrior Silver-spotted Copper  ✓ ✓ 

Axiocerses amanga amanga (Westwood, 1881) Bush Scarlet  ✓ ✓ 

Axiocerses tjoane tjoane (Wallengren, 1857) Eastern Scarlet ✓ ✓ 

Chloroselas mazoensis  (Trimen, 1898) Purple Gem    

Chloroselas pseudozeritis pseudozeritis (Trimen, 1873) Brilliant Gem  ✓  

Cigaritis ella  (Hewitson, [1865]) Ella's Silverline ✓ ✓ 

Cigaritis namaquus* (Trimen, 1874) Namaqua Silverline ✓ ✓ 

Cigaritis natalensis  (Westwood, [1851]) Natal Silverline ✓ ✓ 

Cigaritis phanes  (Trimen, 1873) Shiny Silverline ✓ ✓ 

Crudaria leroma  (Wallengren, 1857) Silver-spotted Grey  ✓ ✓ 

Erikssonia edgei* 
Gardiner & 
Terblanche, 2010 Waterberg Acraea Copper  

✓ ✓ 

Tylopaedia sardonyx sardonyx (Trimen, 1868) King Copper ✓ ✓ 

Zeritis sorhagenii  (Dewitz, 1879) Scarce Checkered Gem ✓  

Lachnocnema bibulus  (Fabricius, 1793) Common Woolly Legs  ✓  

Lachnocnema durbani  Trimen, 1887 Grassland Woolly Legs ✓ ✓ 

Thestor basuta capeneri Dickson, 1972 Northern Basuto Skolly ✓ ✓ 

Spalgis lemolea lemolea* Druce, 1890 African Apefly ✓ ✓ 

Anthene amarah amarah 
(Guérin-Méneville, 
1849) Black-striped Ciliate Blue 

✓ ✓ 

Anthene definita definita* (Butler, 1899) Steel-blue Ciliate Blue ✓ ✓ 

Anthene dulcis dulcis (Pagenstecher, 1902) Mashuna Ciliate Blue ✓ ✓ 

Anthene livida livida (Trimen, 1881) Pale Ciliate Blue ✓ ✓ 

Anthene lunulata lunulata (Trimen, 1894) Red-spotted Ciliate Blue ✓ ✓ 

Anthene otacilia otacilia* (Trimen, 1868) Trimen's Ciliate Blue ✓ ✓ 

Anthene princeps  (Butler, 1876) Lebombo Ciliate Blue ✓ ✓ 

Anthene talboti Stempffer, 1936 Savanna Ciliate Blue ✓ ✓ 

Azanus jesous  
(Guérin-Méneville, 
1849) Topaz Babul Blue 

✓ ✓ 

Azanus mirza* (Plötz, 1880) Pale Babul Blue ✓ ✓ 

Azanus moriqua  (Wallengren, 1857) Black-bordered Babul Blue ✓ ✓ 

Azanus ubaldus  (Stoll, [1782]) Velvet-spotted Babul Blue ✓ ✓ 

Brephidium metophis  (Wallengren, 1860) Tinktinkie Pygmy Blue ✓ ✓ 

Cacyreus lingeus  (Stoll, [1782]) Bush Bronze ✓ ✓ 

Cacyreus marshalli  Butler, 1898 Common Geranium Bronze ✓ ✓ 

Cacyreus virilis  Aurivillius, 1924 Mocker Bronze  ✓ ✓ 
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Cupidopsis cissus cissus (Godart, [1824]) Meadow Blue ✓ ✓ 

Cupidopsis jobates jobates (Hopffer, 1855) Tailed Meadow Blue  ✓ ✓ 

Eicochrysops hippocrates  (Fabricius, 1793) White-tipped Ash Blue ✓ ✓ 

Eicochrysops messapus mahallakoaena (Wallengren, 1857) Pink Cupreous Ash Blue ✓ ✓ 

Euchrysops malathana  (Boisduval, 1833) Grey Smoky Blue ✓ ✓ 

Euchrysops osiris  (Hopffer, 1855) Osiris Smoky Blue ✓ ✓ 

Euchrysops subpallida  
Bethune-Baker, 
[1923] Ashen Smoky Blue  

✓ ✓ 

Freyeria trochylus  (Freyer, [1844]) Brown Grass Jewel ✓ ✓ 

Lampides boeticus  (Linnaeus, 1767) Pea Blue  ✓ ✓ 

Lepidochrysops chloauges  
(Bethune-Baker, 
[1923]) Jade Giant Cupid 

✓  

Lepidochrysops glauca glauca (Trimen, 1887) Silvery Giant Cupid ✓ ✓ 

Lepidochrysops letsea* (Trimen, 1870) Free State Giant Cupid ✓ ✓ 

Lepidochrysops longifalces  Tite, 1961 Msasa Giant Cupid ✓  

Lepidochrysops michellae* 
Henning & Henning, 
1983 Pale Green Giant Cupid 

✓  

Lepidochrysops patricia  (Trimen, 1887) Patrician Giant Cupid ✓ ✓ 

Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia (Butler, 1898) Twin-spot Giant Cupid ✓ ✓ 

Lepidochrysops rossouwi  
Henning & Henning, 
1994 Stoffberg Giant Cupid 

✓  

Lepidochrysops vansoni  (Swanepoel, 1949) Bushveld Giant Cupid ✓ ✓ 

Lepidochrysops (undescribed species, 
similar to L. “patricia” from Kuruman, SA)     

  

Leptotes brevidentatus  (Tite, 1958) Short-toothed Zebra Blue  ✓  

Leptotes pirithous pirithous (Linnaeus, 1767) Common Zebra Blue  ✓ ✓ 

Leptotes pulchra pulchra (Murray, 1874) Sesbania Zebra Blue ✓ ✓ 

Oraidium barberae  (Trimen, 1868) Dwarf Blue  ✓ ✓ 

Pseudonacaduba sichela sichela (Wallengren, 1857) Dusky Lineblue ✓ ✓ 

Tarucus sybaris sybaris (Hopffer, 1855) Dotted Pierrot ✓ ✓ 

Tuxentius calice  (Hopffer, 1855) White Pie  ✓ ✓ 

Tuxentius melaena melaena (Trimen, 1887) Black Pie ✓ ✓ 

Zintha hintza hintza (Trimen, 1864) Hintza Pierrot ✓ ✓ 

Zizeeria knysna Trimen, 1862 African Grass Blue ✓ ✓ 

Zizula hylax  (Fabricius, 1775) Tiny Grass Blue ✓ ✓ 

Baliochila singularis  
Stempffer & Bennett, 
1953 Singular Buff 

✓  

Cnodontes pallida  (Trimen, 1898) Pale Plain Buff ✓  

Cnodontes penningtoni  Bennett, 1954 Bushveld Plain Buff ✓ ✓ 

Alaena amazoula ochroma Vári, 1976 Northern Yellow Zulu  ✓ ✓ 

Myrina silenus ficedula Trimen, 1879 Common Fig-tree Blue  ✓ ✓ 

Deudorix antalus  (Hopffer, 1855) Brown Playboy  ✓ ✓ 

Deudorix dinochares  (Grose-Smith, 1887) Apricot Playboy  ✓ ✓ 

Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus (Hopffer, 1855) Azure Hairstreak ✓ ✓ 

Hypolycaena philippus philippus (Fabricius, 1793) Purple-brown Hairstreak ✓ ✓ 

Leptomyrina henningi henningi Dickson, 1976 Plain Black-eye ✓ ✓ 

Iolaus (Aphniolaus) pallene  (Wallengren, 1857) Saffron Sapphire ✓ ✓ 

Iolaus (Argiolaus) silarus silarus Druce, 1885 Straight-line Sapphire  ✓  

Iolaus (Epamera) alienus alienus* Trimen, 1898 Brown-line Sapphire  ✓ ✓ 

Iolaus (Epamera) australis  Stevenson, 1937 Eastern Sapphire ✓  

Iolaus (Epamera) mimosae rhodosense 
(Stempffer & Bennett, 
1959) Northern Mimosa Sapphire 

✓ ✓ 

Iolaus (Epamera) nasisii* (Riley, 1928) Zimbabwe Yellow-banded Sapphire  ✓  

Iolaus (Epamera) penningtoni  
Stempffer & Bennett, 
1959 Amber-banded Sapphire 

✓  

Iolaus (Iolaphilus) trimeni  (Wallengren, 1875) Protea Sapphire ✓ ✓ 

Stugeta bowkeri tearei Dickson, [1980] Northern Bowker’s Marbled Sapphire ✓ ✓ 

Byblia anvatara acheloia Wallengren, 1857 African Joker ✓ ✓ 

Byblia ilithyia  Drury, 1773 Spotted Joker  ✓ ✓ 

Eurytela dryope angulata  Aurivillius, 1899 Golden Piper ✓  

Sevenia amulia intermedia Carcasson, 1961 Southern Lilac Tree Nymph   
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Sevenia morantii   Trimen, 1881 Plain Tree Nymph ✓  

Sevenia trimeni trimeni* Aurivillius, 1899 Pale Tree Nymph ✓  

Charaxes (Charaxes) bohemani bohemani Felder & Felder, 1859 Large Blue Charaxes  ✓ ✓ 

Charaxes (Charaxes) brutus natalensis Staudinger, [1885] White-barred Charaxes  ✓ ✓ 

Charaxes (Charaxes) candiope  (Godart, [1824]) Green-veined Charaxes  ✓ ✓ 

Charaxes (Charaxes) saturnus saturnus Butler, 1866 Foxy Charaxes  ✓ ✓ 

Charaxes (Charaxes) varanes vologeses (Mabille, 1876) Western Pearl Charaxes  ✓ ✓ 

Charaxes (Eriboea) achaemenes 
achaemenes 

Felder & Felder, 
[1867] Bushveld Charaxes  

✓ ✓ 

Charaxes (Eriboea) brainei  van Son, 1966 Kalahari Black Charaxes ✓  

Charaxes (Eriboea) fulgurata* Aurivillius, [1899] Lightning Charaxes ✓  

Charaxes (Eriboea) guderiana guderiana (Dewitz, 1879) Blue-spangled Charaxes  ✓ ✓ 

Charaxes (Eriboea) jahlusa rex Henning, 1978 Transvaal Pearl-spotted Charaxes ✓ ✓ 

Charaxes (Eriboea) phaeus  Hewitson, 1877 Demon Charaxes  ✓  

Charaxes (Eriboea) vansoni  van Someren, 1975 Weeping Wattle Charaxes ✓ ✓ 

Charaxes (Polyura) zoolina  (Westwood, [1850]) Club-tailed Charaxes  ✓ ✓ 

Amauris (Amaura) echeria lobengula Sharpe, 1890 Mulanje Chief Friar    

Amauris (Amaura) ochlea ochlea (Boisduval, 1847) Novice Friar ✓ ✓ 

Amauris (Amauris) tartarea tartarea  Mabille, 1876 Monk ✓ ✓ 

Danaus chrysippus orientis Aurivillius, 1909 African Plain Tiger ✓ ✓ 

Tirumala petiverana  Doubleday, 1847 African Blue Tiger ✓ ✓ 

Acraea (Acraea) acara acara Hewitson, [1865] Large Speckled Red Coster ✓ ✓ 

Acraea (Acraea) anemosa  Hewitson, [1865] Broad-bordered Coster  ✓ ✓ 

Acraea (Acraea) barberi  Trimen, 1881 Bushveld Coster ✓ ✓ 

Acraea (Acraea) neobule neobule Doubleday, [1847] Wandering Donkey Coster  ✓ ✓ 

Acraea (Acraea) trimeni  Aurivillius, [1899] Kalahari Coster ✓  

Acraea (Acraea) zetes zetes (Linnaeus, 1758) Large Spotted Coster ✓ ✓ 

Acraea (Rubraea) acrita ambigua Trimen, 1891 Ambigua Fiery Coster ✓  

Acraea (Rubraea) atolmis  Westwood, 1881 Scarlet Coster ✓  

Acraea (Rubraea) nohara nohara Boisduval, 1847 Light Red Coster ✓ ✓ 

Acraea (Stephenia) aglaonice  Westwood, 1881 Clear-spotted Coster  ✓ ✓ 

Acraea (Stephenia) atergatis  Westwood, 1881 Bright Woodland Coster ✓  

Acraea (Stephenia) axina  Westwood, 1881 Little Coster  ✓ ✓ 

Acraea (Stephenia) caldarena caldarena Hewitson, 1877 Black-tipped Coster  ✓ ✓ 

Acraea (Stephenia) lygus  Druce, 1875 Lygus Coster  ✓ ✓ 

Acraea (Stephenia) natalica  Boisduval, 1847 Black-based Coster ✓ ✓ 

Acraea (Stephenia) oncaea  Hopffer, 1855 Window Coster  ✓ ✓ 

Acraea (Stephenia) stenobea  Wallengren, 1860 Suffused Coster  ✓  

Telchinia (Auracraea) rahira rahira (Boisduval, 1833) Marsh Amber ✓ ✓ 

Telchinia (Telchinia) acerata  (Hewitson, 1874) Small Yellow-banded Amber ✓  

Telchinia (Telchinia) burni  (Butler, 1896) Pale-yellow Amber ✓ ✓ 

Telchinia (Telchinia) encedon encedon (Linnaeus, 1758) White-barred Amber ✓ ✓ 

Telchinia (Telchinia) serena  (Fabricius, 1775) Dancing Amber ✓ ✓ 

Phalanta phalantha aethiopica  
(Rothschild & Jordan, 
1903) African Leopard 

✓ ✓ 

Hamanumida daedalus  (Fabricius, 1775) Guineafowl ✓ ✓ 

Neptis alta  Overlaet, 1955 High Banded Sailer ✓  

Neptis jordani  Neave, 1910 River Banded Sailer ✓  

Neptis laeta  Overlaet, 1955 Common Barred Sailer ✓ ✓ 

Neptis saclava marpessa* Hopffer, 1855 African Spotted Sailer  ✓ ✓ 

Neptis serena serena Overlaet, 1955 Notched Pied Sailer ✓  

Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii Butler, 1874 Eastern Red False Acraea ✓  

Pseudacraea lucretia expansa (Butler, 1878) Eastern False Chief ✓ ✓ 

Pseudacraea poggei* (Dewitz, 1879) Miombo False Tiger ✓  

Hypolimnas misippus  (Linnaeus, 1764) Common Diadem  ✓ ✓ 

Junonia hierta cebrene Trimen, 1870 African Yellow Pansy ✓ ✓ 

Junonia natalica natalica 
(Felder & Felder, 
1860) Brown Pansy  

✓ ✓ 

Junonia oenone oenone (Linnaeus, 1758) Dark Blue Pansy  ✓ ✓ 

Junonia orithya madagascariensis Guenée, 1865 African Blue Pansy ✓ ✓ 
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Precis antilope  (Feisthamel, 1850) Darker Commodore  ✓ ✓ 

Precis archesia archesia (Cramer, [1779]) Garden Inspector ✓ ✓ 

Precis ceryne ceryne (Boisduval, 1847) Marsh Commodore  ✓ ✓ 

Precis octavia sesamus Trimen, 1883 Southern Gaudy Commodore ✓ ✓ 

Protogoniomorpha anacardii nebulosa (Trimen, 1881) Clouded Mother-of-pearl ✓  

Catacroptera cloanthe cloanthe (Stoll, [1781]) Pirate  ✓ ✓ 

Vanessa cardui  (Linnaeus, 1758) Painted Lady ✓ ✓ 

Melanitis leda  (Linnaeus, 1758) Common Evening Brown  ✓ ✓ 

Bicyclus anynana anynana (Butler, 1879) Squinting Bush Brown  ✓ ✓ 

Bicyclus ena  (Hewitson, 1877) Grizzled Bush Brown  ✓ ✓ 

Bicyclus safitza safitza* (Westwood, [1850]) Black-haired Bush Brown ✓ ✓ 

Brakefieldia perspicua perspicua (Trimen, 1873) Marsh Patroller ✓ ✓ 

Brakefieldia simonsii  (Butler, 1877) Pale Patroller ✓ ✓ 

Coenyropsis natalii natalii (Boisduval, 1847) Orange Lined Ringlet ✓ ✓ 

Mashuna mashuna* (Trimen, 1895) Mashuna Marsh Ringlet ✓  

Paternympha narycia* (Wallengren, 1857) Spotted-eye Small Ringlet ✓ ✓ 

Physcaeneura panda  (Boisduval, 1847) Dark-webbed Ringlet  ✓ ✓ 

Stygionympha robertsoni* (Riley, 1932) Koppie Hillside Brown ✓ ✓ 

Ypthima antennata antennata van Son, 1955 Clubbed Three-ring ✓ ✓ 

Ypthima asterope asterope (Klug, [1832]) African Three-ring ✓ ✓ 

Ypthima granulosa  Butler, 1883 Granular Three-ring ✓ ✓ 

Ypthima impura paupera Ungemach, 1932 Eastern Bushveld Three-ring ✓ ✓ 

Ypthimomorpha itonia  (Hewitson, 1865) Oval-eyed Five-ring ✓ ✓ 

Coeliades forestan forestan (Stoll, [1782]) Striped Policeman ✓ ✓ 

Coeliades libeon  (Druce, 1875) Spotless Policeman ✓ ✓ 

Coeliades pisistratus  (Fabricius, 1793) Two-pip Policeman ✓ ✓ 

Dotta callicles  (Hewitson, [1868]) Yellow Spangled Ranger ✓ ✓ 

Nervia monostichus* 
Hancock & Gardiner, 
1982 Single-stitch Painted  Ranger 

  

Afrogegenes hottentota  (Latreille, [1824]) Masked Dodger ✓ ✓ 

Afrogegenes letterstedti   (Wallengren, 1857) Brown Dodger ✓ ✓ 

Borbo borbonica borbonica (Boisduval, 1833) Olive-haired Swift ✓ ✓ 

Borbo fallax  (Gaede, 1916) False Swift ✓ ✓ 

Borbo fatuellus fatuellus (Hopffer, 1855) Long-horned Swift ✓ ✓ 

Borbo micans  (Holland, 1896) Marsh Swift  ✓ ✓ 

Gegenes pumilio gambica (Mabille, 1878) African Dark Dodger ✓ ✓ 

Larsenia gemella   (Mabille, 1884) Twin Swift  ✓ ✓ 

Larsenia holtzi* (Plötz, 1883) Variable Swift  ✓  

Parnara monasi  (Trimen, 1889) Water Watchman  ✓ ✓ 

Pelopidas mathias mathias (Fabricius, 1798) Black-branded Swift  ✓ ✓ 

Pelopidas thrax  (Hübner, [1821]) White-branded Swift  ✓ ✓ 

Acada biseriata  (Mabille, 1893) Orange Axehead ✓ ✓ 

Acleros mackenii mackenii* (Trimen, 1868) Shade Dusky Dart ✓ ✓ 

Andronymus neander neander (Plötz, 1884) Nomad Dart ✓ ✓ 

Kedestes lepenula  (Wallengren, 1857) Chequered Ranger  ✓ ✓ 

Parosmodes morantii morantii (Trimen, 1873) Speckled Orange ✓ ✓ 

Platylesches ayresii  (Trimen, 1889) Peppered Hopper  ✓ ✓ 

Platylesches galesa (Hewitson, 1877)  White-tail Hopper  ✓ ✓ 

Platylesches moritili* (Wallengren, 1857) Honey Hopper  ✓  

Platylesches tina* Evans, 1937 Small Hopper  ✓ ✓ 

Teniorhinus harona  (Westwood, 1881) Orange Small Fox ✓ ✓ 

Zophopetes dysmephila  (Trimen, 1868) Palm-tree Night-fighter ✓  

Willema willemi  (Wallengren, 1857) Netted Sylph  ✓ ✓ 

Gomalia elma elma  (Trimen, 1862) Green-marbled Skipper ✓ ✓ 

Spialia agylla agylla (Trimen, 1889) Grassveld Sandman  ✓  

Spialia colotes transvaaliae (Trimen, 1889) Transvaal Bushveld Sandman  ✓ ✓ 

Spialia delagoae  (Trimen, 1898) Delagoa Sandman  ✓ ✓ 

Spialia depauperata australis de Jong, 1978 Wandering Sandman ✓  

Spialia ferax  (Wallengren, 1863) Striped Sandman ✓ ✓ 
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Spialia mafa mafa (Trimen, 1870) Mafa Sandman  ✓ ✓ 

Spialia nanus* (Trimen, 1889) Dwarf Sandman  ✓ ✓ 

Spialia paula  (Higgins, 1925) Mite Sandman  ✓  

Spialia spio  (Linnaeus, 1764) Mountain Sandman  ✓ ✓ 

Alenia namaqua* Vári, 1974 Namaqua Dancer ✓ ✓ 

Eretis umbra umbra (Trimen, 1862) Small Marbled Elf  ✓  

Sarangesa lucidella lucidella (Mabille, 1891) Marbled Elfin ✓  

Sarangesa motozi  (Wallengren, 1857) Forest Elfin  ✓ ✓ 

Sarangesa phidyle  (Walker, 1870) Small Elfin  ✓ ✓ 

Sarangesa seineri seineri Strand, 1909 Dark Elfin ✓  

Abantis paradisea  (Butler, 1870) Common Paradise Skipper  ✓ ✓ 

Abantis tettensis  Hopffer, 1855 Spotted Paradise Skipper ✓ ✓ 

Abantis zambesiaca (Westwood, 1874) Zambezi Paradise Skipper ✓ ✓ 

Calleagris jamesoni jamesoni (Sharpe, 1890) Milky Flat ✓  

Caprona pillaana  Wallengren, 1857 Ragged Skipper ✓ ✓ 

Leucochitonea levubu  Wallengren, 1857 White-cloaked Skipper ✓ ✓ 

Netrobalane canopus* (Trimen, 1864) Buff-tipped Skipper  ✓ ✓ 

Tagiades flesus  (Fabricius, 1781) Clouded Flat ✓ ✓ 

 

 

Appeal for Acraea samples (Dominique Bernaud) 

A reminder that LepSoc Africa member Dominique Bernaud is trying to produce a robust species-

level phylogeny for the Acraeas. 

In terms of South African butterflies he is especially looking for the following species: 

 

• Acraea acara acara 

• Acraea barberi 

• Acraea trimeni 

• Telchinia alalonga 

• Telchinia anacreon 

• Telchinia induna salmontana 

 

Ideally, he requires 5 specimens (male and/or female) of each in order to be sure of the results. If 

possible, he would also like photographs of the caterpillars of each of these butterflies. 

You can contact Dominique at bernaudtahiti@hotmail.com  

His address is:  

2029 route de Meylan, 38330 Biviers, France.  

I’m happy to coordinate samples and send a consolidated batch to Dominique if you would prefer. 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:bernaudtahiti@hotmail.com


37 
 

 

Butterfly Events  
 
There is a potential walk-and-talk at Verloren Valei on Sat 13 December – further details to follow 
shortly. 

 

  

LepSoc Africa Book Stock 
 

LepSoc Africa holds a considerable stock of 

Metamorphosis journals and also books, such as The 

Emperor Moths of Namibia by Rolf Oberprieler and The 

Butterflies of Zambia by A. Heath, M. Newport and D. 

Hancock. The above books are on sale for R150 and 

R175 respectively. 

Please order using the LSA Website 

(http://lepsocafrica.org/) as follows: 

 

From the Home page, select the Publications tab 

at the top of the page. 

Select Shop near the top-right of this page. 

Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of 

Metamorphosis contained on this page. 

Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page. 

Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require 

and Place Order! 

 
 
Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa 
 
(Steve Woodhall) 
 
Fully revised, the new edition of  Field Guide to Butterflies of South Africa  
features all of South Africa’s 671 butterfly species. This popular guide 
includes newly described species and subspecies, and the most recent 
taxonomic changes based on DNA studies. 

 
Butterflies of South Africa 

 
 

BOOKS 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

http://lepsocafrica.org/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.co.za/book/field-guide-butterflies-south-africa/9781775845874
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Moths of Africa (Hermann Hacker) 

 
In February 2019 the first volume of the book-series Moths of Africa was 
released. The book is a review of the African Boletobiinae and includes 
descriptions of 4 genera, 266 species and 7 subspecies new to science. 
 
Compiled, primarily, by Hermann Hacker, the book includes input from 
Ralf Fiebig and Dirk Stadie, whom many of you will remember from last 
year’s Madagascar Workshop. 
 
It isn’t cheap (€162), but according to Hermann Staude, this book is one 
of the most important works on African Lepidoptera to be produced in 
recent years.  
 

Moths of Africa 
 

 

 

If you are looking for cabinets, someone I can recommend is Brendan 
McErlaine (082 446 5136). 
 
Olivier Houe (082 455 3356 or Olivier.houe@gmail.com) can be 
contacted for trays, traps, pins or other entomological supplies. 
 
David Horne has requested a spot in “Collectors Corner”. 
David’s business, “Mad Hornet Entomological Supplies”, carry a range 
of entomological equipment; David is interested to hear about what 
items are required by collectors and breeders, in order that he may 
procure supplies at reasonable prices and ensure ready availability. 
 
Mad HorneT Entomological Supplies (A product of Horne Technologies 
CC) 
www.madhornet.co.za 
ento@hornetechnologies.co.za 
076 563 2084 
 

  

COLLECTORS CORNER

http://esperiana.net/vol-1.html
mailto:Olivier.houe@gmail.com
http://www.madhornet.co.za/
mailto:ento@hornetechnologies.co.za
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English names for Afrotropical Butterflies (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

To date, we have compiled lists of proposed butterfly names for 186 genera; 56.5% of the African 
list. We have commenced “finalizing” names in cases where a  family or subfamily of butterflies 
has been completed; the Riodinidae family was selected to start the voting process and we are in 
the process of “banking” seven genera within the Pieridae family. 
 
Up next, we want to finalize the second group within the Pieridae: Tribe Pierini (Belenois, Dixeia, 
Mylothris, Appias, Pieris, Pontia). 244 taxa. 
 
Proposed names for Group 2 are listed below; please revert with any comments or suggestions 
before the end of December, after which we will set up a Zoom meeting to vote on the 
“placeholder” names for which alternatives have been received; voting is open to the entire 
LepSoc Africa membership and not just to those who have contributed to the project.  
 
In January’s newsletter we will review Group 3 within the Pieridae: Tribe Teracolili (Afrodryas, 
Calopieris, Colotis, Eronia, Gideona, Pinacopteryx and Teracolus), plus the Pseudopontiinae 
subfamily (Pseudopontia). 116 taxa. 
 

PLACEHOLDER SCIENTIFIC NAME AUTHOR 

Unknown Caper White Belenois albomaculatus  (Goeze, 1779) 

Seychelles Caper White Belenois aldabrensis  (Holland, 1896) 

Socotra Caper White Belenois anomala  (Butler, 1881) 

Malagasy Orange-tip Caper White Belenois antsianaka  (Ward, 1870) 

Pioneer Caper White Belenois aurota  (Fabricius, 1793) 

Calypso Caper White Belenois calypso calypso (Drury, 1773) 

Central Calypso Caper White Belenois calypso dentigera Butler, 1888 

Congo Calypso Caper White Belenois calypso marlieri Berger, 1981 

Eastern Calypso Caper White Belenois calypso minor Talbot, 1943 

Black-spotted Caper White Belenois crawshayi  Butler, 1894 

Somali African Caper White Belenois creona benadirensis (Storace, 1948) 

Abyssinian African Caper White Belenois creona boguensis (Felder & Felder, 1865) 

African Caper White Belenois creona creona (Cramer, [1776]) 

Comoro African Caper White Belenois creona elisa (van Vollenhoven, 1869) 

Arabic African Caper White Belenois creona leucogyne Butler, 1885 

Malagasy African Caper White Belenois creona prorsus (Talbot, 1943) 

African Caper White Belenois creona severina (Stoll, 1781) 

Small Caper White Belenois diminuta  Butler, 1894 

African Veined White Belenois gidica abyssinica (Lucas, 1852) 

Pointed Caper White Belenois gidica gidica (Godart, 1819) 

Ethiopia Pointed Caper White Belenois gidica hypoxantha (Ungemach, 1932) 

Malagasy Caper White Belenois grandidieri  (Mabille, 1878) 

Western Yellow Caper White Belenois hedyle hedyle (Cramer, 1777) 

Bissao Western Yellow Caper White Belenois hedyle ianthe (Doubleday, 1842) 

Ashanti Western Yellow Caper White Belenois hedyle rhena (Doubleday, 1846) 

Malagasy Painted Caper White Belenois helcida  (Boisduval, 1833) 

Senegal Caper White Belenois larima  (Boisduval, 1836) 

Malagasy Small Caper White Belenois mabella  Grose-Smith, 1891 

Tanzania Mountain Caper White Belenois margaritacea intermedia Kielland, 1982 

Kenya Mountain Caper White Belenois margaritacea kenyensis (Joicey & Talbot, 1927) 

Mountain Caper White Belenois margaritacea margaritacea Sharpe, 1891 

Arusha Mountain Caper White Belenois margaritacea plutonica (Joicey & Talbot, 1927) 

Meru Mountain Caper White Belenois margaritacea somereni (Talbot, 1928) 

FEATURES
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Rwanda Dark Caper White Belenois raffrayi extendens (Joicey & Talbot, 1927) 

Dark Caper White Belenois raffrayi raffrayi (Oberthür, 1878) 

Mpanda Dark Caper White Belenois raffrayi similis Kielland, 1978 

Kongwa Red-edged Caper White Belenois rubrosignata kongwana Talbot, 1943 

Somalia Red-edged Caper White Belenois rubrosignata peeli Dixey, 1900 

Red-edged Caper White Belenois rubrosignata rubrosignata (Weymer, 1901) 

Eastern Yellow Caper White Belenois solilucis loveni (Aurivillius, 1921) 

Yellow Caper White Belenois solilucis solilucis Butler, 1874 

Ghana Northern Caper White Belenois subeida frobeniusi (Strand, 1909) 

Ethiopia Northern Caper White Belenois subeida hailo (Ungemach, 1932) 

Northern Caper White Belenois subeida subeida (Felder & Felder, 1865) 

Uganda Northern Caper White Belenois subeida sylvander Grose-Smith, 1890 

Goma Sudan Caper White Belenois sudanensis katalensis  Berger, 1981 

Mayumbe Sudan Caper White Belenois sudanensis mayumbana Berger, 1981 

Shaba Sudan Caper White Belenois sudanensis pseudodentigera Berger, 1981 

Sudan Caper White Belenois sudanensis sudanensis (Talbot, 1929) 

Small Western Caper White Belenois theora laeta (Weymer, 1903) 

Cameroon Western Caper White Belenois theora ratheo (Suffert, 1904) 

Western Caper White Belenois theora theora (Doubleday, 1846) 

Central Forest Caper White Belenois theuszi  (Dewitz, 1889 

Angola Dotted-border Caper White Belenois thysa meldolae Butler, 1872 

False Dotted Border Belenois thysa thysa (Hopffer, 1855) 

Abyssinian Dotted-border Caper White Belenois thysa tricolor Talbot, 1943 

Nioka Veined Caper White Belenois victoria hecqi Berger, 1953 

Central Veined Caper White Belenois victoria schoutedeni Berger, 1953 

Veined Caper White Belenois victoria victoria Dixey, 1915 

Mpala Black-streaked Caper White Belenois welwitschii shaba Berger, 1981 

Black-streaked Caper White Belenois welwitschii welwitschii Rogenhofer, 1890 

Eastern Forest Caper White Belenois zochalia agrippinides (Holland, 1896) 

Western Forest Caper White Belenois zochalia connexiva (Joicey & Talbot, 1927) 

Ethiopia Forest Caper White Belenois zochalia galla (Ungemach, 1932) 

Forest Caper White Belenois zochalia zochalia (Boisduval, 1836) 

Western Small White Dixeia capricornus capricornus (Ward, 1871) 

Angola Western Small White Dixeia capricornus falkensteinii (Dewitz, 1879) 

Cameroon Small White Dixeia cebron  (Ward, 1871) 

African Ant-heap White Dixeia charina charina (Boisduval, 1836) 

Mhonda African Small White  Dixeia charina dagera (Suffert, 1904) 

Mombasa African Small White  Dixeia charina liliana (Grose-Smith, 1889) 

Malagasy African Small White  Dixeia charina narena (Grose-Smith, 1898) 

Kenya African Small White  Dixeia charina pulverulenta (Dixey, 1929) 

Ethiopia African Small White  Dixeia charina septentrionalis Bernardi, 1958 

Mozambique African Small White  Dixeia charina simana (Hopffer, 1855) 

Eastern Small White Dixeia dixeyi  (Neave, 1904) 

Uganda Black-veined Small White Dixeia doxo alberta (Grünberg, 1912) 

Tanzania Black-veined Small White Dixeia doxo costata Talbot, 1943 

Black-veined Small White Dixeia doxo doxo (Godart, 1819) 

Black-veined Ant-heap White Dixeia doxo parva Talbot, 1943 

Sudan Black-veined Small White Dixeia doxo venatus (Butler, 1871) 

Spotless Black-veined Ant-heap White Dixeia leucophanes  Vári, 1976 

Creamy Small White Dixeia orbona orbona (Geyer, [1837]) 

Eastern Creamy Small White Dixeia orbona vidua (Butler, 1900) 

Small Ant-heap White Dixeia pigea  (Boisduval, 1836) 

Sao Tome Small White Dixeia piscicollis  Pinhey, 1972 

Sulphur Ant-heap White Dixeia spilleri  (Spiller, 1884) 

Savanna Dotted Border Mylothris aburi  Larsen & Collins, 2003 

Eastern Dotted Border  Mylothris agathina agathina (Cramer, 1779) 

Congo Eastern Dotted Border  Mylothris agathina richlora Suffert, 1904 

Kamuhima Dotted Border Mylothris alberici  Dufrane, 1940 

Central Dotted Border Mylothris alcuana alcuana Grünberg, 1910 
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Kinshasha Central Dotted Border Mylothris alcuana binza Berger, 1981 

Kapanga Central Dotted Border Mylothris alcuana shaba Berger, 1981 

Arabian Dotted Border Mylothris arabicus  Gabriel, 1954 

Forest-path Dotted Border Mylothris asphodelus  Butler, 1888 

Ghana Dotted Border Mylothris atewa  Berger, 1980 

Yellow-base Dotted Border Mylothris basalis  Aurivillius, 1906 

Plain Marsh Dotted Border Mylothris bernice albescens Berger, 1981 

Eastern Marsh Dotted Border Mylothris bernice berenicides Holland, 1896 

Marsh Dotted Border Mylothris bernice bernice (Hewitson, 1866) 

Congo Marsh Dotted Border Mylothris bernice nigrovenosa Berger, 1981 

Central Marsh Dotted Border Mylothris bernice overlaeti Berger, 1981 

Chartreuse Dotted Border Mylothris carcassoni  van Son, 1948 

Angolan Dotted Border Mylothris carvalhoi  Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2009 

Congo Dotted Border Mylothris celisi  Berger, 1981 

Black-banded Dotted Border Mylothris chloris chloris (Fabricius, 1775) 

Eastern Black-banded Dotted Border Mylothris chloris clarissa Butler, 1888 

Congo Black-tipped Dotted Border Mylothris citius  Oremans, 2019 

Scarce Dotted Border Mylothris citrina citrina Aurivillius, 1898 

Congo Scarce Dotted Border Mylothris citrina holochroma Talbot, 1944 

Eastern Scarce Dotted Border Mylothris citrina orientalis Talbot, 1946 

Shade Dotted Border Mylothris continua continua Talbot, 1944 

Western Shade Dotted Border Mylothris continua maxima Berger, 1981 

Tanzania Mountain Dotted Border Mylothris crawshayi bunduki Berger, 1980 

Mountain Dotted Border Mylothris crawshayi crawshayi Butler, 1896 

Forest Dotted Border Mylothris croceus croceus Butler, 1896 

Nioka Forest Dotted Border Mylothris croceus ituriensis Berger, 1981 

Western Sulphur Dotted Border Mylothris dimidiata  Aurivillius, 1898 

Kasisi Dotted Border Mylothris ducarmei  Hecq, 2001 

Leopoldville Central Dotted Border Mylothris elodina diva Berger, 1954 

Central Dotted Border Mylothris elodina elodina Talbot, 1944 

Shaba Central Dotted Border Mylothris elodina pelenge Berger, 1981 

Ethiopian Dotted Border Mylothris erlangeri  Pagenstecher, 1902 

Kome Dotted Border Mylothris ertli  Suffert, 1904 

Nigerian Dotted Border Mylothris eximia  Hecq, 2005 

Yellow Dotted Border Mylothris flaviana flaviana Grose-Smith, 1898 

Central Yellow Dotted Border Mylothris flaviana interposita Joicey & Talbot, 1921 

Mystery Orange-base Dotted Border Mylothris hilara cousinae Bernardi, 1953 

Bioko Orange-base Dotted Border Mylothris hilara furvus Bernardi, 1953 

Central Orange-base Dotted Border Mylothris hilara goma Berger, 1981 

Orange-base Dotted Border Mylothris hilara hilara (Karsch, 1892) 

Comoro Dotted Border Mylothris humbloti  (Oberthür, 1888) 

Bioko Sulphur-hindwing Dotted Border Mylothris jacksoni cederici Collins, 1997 

Kenya Sulphur-hindwing Dotted Border Mylothris jacksoni cephisus Talbot, 1946 

Sulphur-hindwing Dotted Border Mylothris jacksoni jacksoni Sharpe, 1891 

Western Sulphur-hindwing Dotted Border Mylothris jacksoni knutsoni Aurivillius, 1891 

Sudan Sulphur-hindwing Dotted Border Mylothris jacksoni nagichota Talbot, 1944 

Nyiro Sulphur-hindwing Dotted Border Mylothris jacksoni sagitta Clifton, 1980 

Black-tipped Dotted Border Mylothris jaopura  Karsch, 1893 

Kahusi Dotted Border Mylothris kahusiana  Hecq, 2001 

Usambara Dotted Border Mylothris kiellandi  Berger, 1985 

Small Mountain Dotted Border Mylothris kilimensis kilimensis Kielland, 1990 

Pale Small Mountain Dotted Border Mylothris kilimensis rondonis Kielland, 1990 

Uganda Kivu Dotted Border Mylothris kiwuensis katera Berger, 1979 

Kivu Dotted Border Mylothris kiwuensis kiwuensis Grünberg, 1910 

Ruwenzori Kivu Dotted Border Mylothris kiwuensis marielouisae Berger, 1979 

Yellow-dusted Kivu Dotted Border Mylothris kiwuensis rhodopoides Talbot, 1944 

Obudu Dotted Border Mylothris knoopi  Hecq, 2005 

Uluguru Dotted Border Mylothris leonora  Kruger, 1928 

Gashaka Dotted Border Mylothris lucens  Hecq, 2005 
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Bukavu Dotted Border Mylothris mafuga  Berger, 1981 

Sunshine Dotted Border Mylothris mavunda  Hancock & Heath, 1985 

Alenga Abyssinian Dotted Border Mylothris mortoni balkis Ungemach, 1932 

Abyssinian Dotted Border Mylothris mortoni mortoni Blachier, 1912 

Grand Comore Dotted Border Mylothris ngaziya  (Oberthür, 1888) 

Osa-Lowa Cameroon Dotted Border Mylothris nubila canescens Joicey & Talbot, 1922 

Sankuru Cameroon Dotted Border Mylothris nubila fontainei Berger, 1952 

Cameroon Dotted Border Mylothris nubila nubila (Möschler, 1884) 

Elgon Cameroon Dotted Border Mylothris nubila somereni Talbot, 1946 

Ochreous Dotted Border Mylothris ochracea  Aurivillius, 1895 

Kahusha Dotted Border Mylothris ochrea  Berger, 1981 

Malagasy Dotted Border Mylothris phileris  (Boisduval, 1833) 

Morogoro Dotted Border Mylothris pluviata  Berger, 1980 

Nyamununye Dotted Border Mylothris polychroma  Berger, 1981 

West African Dotted Border Mylothris poppea  (Cramer, 1777) 

Primrose Dotted Border Mylothris primulina  Butler, 1897 

Smoky Dotted Border Mylothris rembina  (Plötz, 1880) 

Common Dotted Border Mylothris rhodope  (Fabricius, 1775) 

Rwandan Dotted Border Mylothris ruandana  Strand, 1909 

Nyassa Streaked Dotted Border Mylothris rubricosta attenuata Talbot, 1944 

Kivu Streaked Dotted Border Mylothris rubricosta pulchra Berger, 1981 

Streaked Dotted Border Mylothris rubricosta rubricosta (Mabille, 1890) 

Twin Dotted Border Mylothris rueppellii haemus (Trimen, 1879) 

Jos Plateau Twin Dotted Border Mylothris rueppellii josi Larsen, 1986 

Zambia Twin Dotted Border Mylothris rueppellii rhodesiana Riley, 1921 

Twin Dotted Border Mylothris rueppellii rueppellii (Koch, 1865) 

Sudan Twin Dotted Border Mylothris rueppellii septentrionalis Carpenter, 1928 

Tiriki Twin Dotted Border Mylothris rueppellii tirikensis Neave, 1904 

Mpika Lemon Dotted Border  Mylothris sagala albissima Talbot, 1944 

Nyika Lemon Dotted Border  Mylothris sagala dentatus Butler, 1896 

Mahale Lemon Dotted Border  Mylothris sagala mahale Kielland, 1990 

Bugesera Lemon Dotted Border  Mylothris sagala mayenceae Berger, 1987 

Sagala Lemon Dotted Border  Mylothris sagala narcissus Butler, 1888 

Kenya Lemon Dotted Border  Mylothris sagala neumanni Sharpe, 1896 

Oldeani Lemon Dotted Border  Mylothris sagala oldeanensis Kielland, 1990 

Lemon Dotted Border  Mylothris sagala sagala Grose-Smith, 1886 

Uluguru Lemon Dotted Border  Mylothris sagala seminigra d’Abrera, 1980 

Ethiopia Lemon Dotted Border  Mylothris sagala swaynei Butler, 1899 

Vumba Lemon Dotted Border  Mylothris sagala umtaliana van Son, 1949 

Amber Dotted Border Mylothris schoutedeni  Berger, 1952 

Round-wing Dotted Border Mylothris schumanni schumanni Suffert, 1904 

Mabira Round-wing Dotted Border Mylothris schumanni uniformis Talbot, 1944 

Congo Round-wing Dotted Border Mylothris schumanni zairiensis Berger, 1981 

Southern Mulanje Dotted Border Mylothris similis dollmani Riley, 1921 

Western Mulanje Dotted Border Mylothris similis noel Talbot, 1944 

Mulanje Dotted Border Mylothris similis similis Lathy, 1906 

Ituri Blue-dusted Dotted Border Mylothris sjostedti hecqui Berger, 1952 

Blue-dusted Dotted Border Mylothris sjostedti sjostedti Aurivillius, 1895 

Malagasy Forest Dotted Border Mylothris smithii  (Mabille, 1879) 

Angola Small Dotted Border Mylothris spica gabela Berger, 1979 

Small Dotted Border Mylothris spica spica (Möschler, 1884) 

Malagasy Large Dotted Border Mylothris splendens  Le Cerf, 1927 

Tshibinda Dotted Border Mylothris subsolana  Hecq, 2001 

Sulphur Dotted Border Mylothris sulphurea  Aurivillius, 1895 

Golden Dotted Border Mylothris superbus  Kielland, 1985 

Tanzanian Dotted Border Mylothris talboti  Berger, 1980 

Sulphur Dotted Border Mylothris trimenia  (Butler, 1869) 

Ethiopia Fragile Dotted Border Mylothris yulei amhara Ungemach, 1932 

Cameroon Fragile Dotted Border Mylothris yulei bansoana Talbot, 1944 
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Kenya Fragile Dotted Border Mylothris yulei latimargo Joicey & Talbot, 1921 

Fragile Dotted Border Mylothris yulei yulei Butler, 1897 

Sao Tome Diverse Albatross White Appias epaphia aequatorialis Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2006 

Angola Diverse Albatross White Appias epaphia angolensis Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2006 

Diverse Albatross White Appias epaphia contracta (Butler, 1888) 

Diverse Albatross White Appias epaphia epaphia (Cramer, [1779]) 

Malagasy Diverse Albatross White Appias epaphia orbona (Boisduval, 1833) 

Principe Diverse Albatross White Appias epaphia piresi Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2006 

Coastal Albatross White Appias lasti lasti (Grose-Smith, 1889) 

Southern Coastal Albatross White Appias lasti natalensis Neustetter, 1927 

Small Albatross White Appias perlucens  (Butler, 1898) 

Congo Dirty Albatross White Appias phaola intermedia Dufrane, 1948 

Kenya Dirty Albatross White Appias phaola isokani (Grose-Smith, 1889) 

Dirty Albatross White Appias phaola phaola (Doubleday, 1847) 

Angola Dirty Albatross White Appias phaola uigensis Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2006 

Comoro Albatross White Appias sabina comorensis Talbot, 1943 

Malagasy Albatross White Appias sabina confusa (Butler, 1872) 

Sabine Albatross White Appias sabina phoebe (Butler, 1901) 

Albatross White Appias sabina sabina (Felder & Felder, [1865]) 

Abyssinian Woodland Albatross White Appias sylvia abyssinica Talbot, 1932 

Malawi Woodland Albatross White Appias sylvia nyasana (Butler, 1897) 

Angola Woodland Albatross White Appias sylvia ribeiroi Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2006 

Sudan Woodland Albatross White Appias sylvia sudanensis Talbot, 1932 

Woodland Albatross White Appias sylvia sylvia (Fabricius, 1775) 

Congo Woodland Albatross White Appias sylvia zairiensis Berger, 1981 

Large White Pieris brassicae  (Linnaeus, 1758) 

Mountain Cabbage White Pieris brassicoides brassicoides Guérin-Méneville, 1849 

Meru Mountain Cabbage White Pieris brassicoides marghanita Hemming, 1941 

Abyssinian Bath Dappled White Pontia daplidice aethiops (de Joannis & Verity, 1913) 

Bath Dappled White Pontia daplidice daplidice (Linnaeus, 1758) 

Small Dappled White Pontia distorta  (Butler, 1886) 

Desert Dappled White Pontia glauconome glauconome Klug, 1829 

Southern Meadow White Pontia helice helice (Linnaeus, 1764) 

Northern Meadow Dappled White Pontia helice johnstonii (Crowley, 1887) 

 
 
The filling of Placeholder names is undertaken on a first come first served basis: the initial 
proposals take priority; in the case of SA Butterflies, the names in Steve Woodhall’s book, as the 
most recent names in print, are the current placeholders and are the names used in this 
newsletter. These names can only be changed by a democratic vote. All names that have at least 
one alternative proposal, will be subjected to a vote.  
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

1. To create a single, comprehensive and consistent list of English names for Afrotropical 

Papilionoidea; this list will be published in Metamorphosis, once it has been completed (this 

will only be in about 5-years’ time, unless I receive significant assistance). Afrotropical 

Butterflies includes most currently recognized English names, although these extend only to 

species level. More than 50% of African butterflies - in excess of 3 000 taxa) do not 

currently have English names. 

2. To create names that, where possible, assist recognition of butterflies among non-experts - 

in other words, the vast majority of butterfly enthusiasts!  

3. It should be possible to insert the completed list seamlessly into a world-list of English 

butterfly names (we are merely writing the African chapter): the names need to take 

cognizance of butterfly names used elsewhere in the world. 
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GUIDELINES 
 

1. If at all possible, names should assist with identification. Keys could include colour, pattern, 

size, shape, distribution, flight characteristics or behaviour.  

2. In line with the above, authors names or the name of the discoverer (which are recognised 

in the scientific name in any case), should be avoided, if at all possible. Annotation such as 

“Common” or the names of towns or cities should be used with discretion. Remember, that 

the names apply to the entire Afrotropical region; “Northern” is unlikely to be an apt name 

for a South African taxa, unless as a distinction between northern and southern subspecies. 

3. Names may not exceed 40 characters in length, including spaces or punctuation. Although 

not essential, by default, names should follow the structure of the scientific taxonomy: a 

name for the genus or group, a name for the species and, where applicable, a moniker to 

distinguish subspecies. Soutpansberg Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus 

entabeni) for example.  

 

METHOD AND PROGRAM 

Phase 1 – Compilation of Placeholder list 
1. An initial checklist of “placeholders” will be compiled. This includes the latest, published 

English names (including, for SA taxa, those in Steve Woodhall’s new book), plus the 

suggested names that have been previously listed in ABN - the highlighted genera in the 

tables below. 

2. Everyone is welcome to compile lists of placeholder names, but please don’t re-do the 

names that have been listed already – that step relates to the review process (see Phase 2 

below). For consistency, entries must include names for each representative of an African 

genus. In instances where there is a current “placeholder”, the proposed name will be listed 

as an alternative proposal under your name. 

3. I have committed to “publishing” a full list of species within six genera in each edition of 

ABN. Names have been proposed for 180 genera so far, which means we have 149 still to 

go; about four years at the current rate. 

 
Phase 2 – Review, revision and finalization of the list 

1. Once we have a full list of “placeholders” and alternative proposals, the review, approval or 

revision of names can commence. While we are unlikely to achieve consensus in all 

instances, the process will be as democratic as possible. Placeholder names should be 

changed if a) they are incorrect, misleading or do not follow the guidelines, or b) by 

replacement, by an alternative proposal, by a simple majority of votes by the accredited 

“Judges”; in the event of a tie, the existing Placeholder will remain. 

2. While this review process can commence at any time, it should probably only be concluded 

once all the names within a family - or at the very least, within a subfamily - have been 

completed. 

We will try and “finalize” a minimum of six genera every two months (one genus from each column 
in the table, below); this will take another four years, but if possible – and if I get assistance from 
enough people – I’m sure we can wrap this up much sooner.  
 
The highlighted genera have been processed already (green in this newsletter and yellow in 
previous editions; those highlighted in grey have been finalized already): 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Charaxes Charaxes 457  Platylesches Hopper 27 

Euphaedra Forester 346  Ypthima Three-ring 26 

Acraea Acraea 206  Afriodinia Judy 25 

Iolaus Sapphire 174  Precis Commodore 25 

Bebearia Small Forester 164  Sevenia Tree Nymph 25 

Lepidochrysops Giant Cupid 158  Hypolimnas Diadem 24 

Papilio Swallowtail 157  Mimeresia Harlequin 24 

Cymothoe Glider 153  Pseudathyma False Sergeant 24 

Telchinia Wizard 150  Appias Albatross White 23 

Bicyclus Bush Brown 125  Falcuna Marble 23 

Mylothris Dotted Border 125  Gorgyra Leaf Sitter  23 

Anthene Ciliate Blue 107  Metisella Sylph  23 

Euriphene Nymph 107  Brakefieldia Patroller 22 

Liptena Liptena 100  Dixeia Small White 22 

Colotis Tip 94  Iridana Sapphire Gem 22 

Neptis Sailer 94  Capys Protea 21 

Apallaga Yellow Sprite 88  Neocoenyra Round Ringlet 21 

Pentila Spotted Buff 81  Borbo Swift 20 

Aloeides Russet 75  Ceratrichia Forest Sylph 20 

Ornipholidotos Glasswing 75  Cerautola Angled Flash 20 

Heteropsis Low-eye 70  Cupidesthes Light Hairtail 20 

Chrysoritis Opal 69  Eresina Tree Buff 20 

Graphium Swordtail 66  Geritola Light Flash 20 

Amauris Friar 65  Kedestes Ranger 20 

Belenois Caper White 65  Pseudonympha Brown 20 

Pilodeudorix Blue Playboy 65  Tetrarhanis On-off 20 

Neurellipes Zebra Hairtail 64  Aphysoneura Bamboo Ringlet 19 

Cephetola Dark Flash 55  Stugeta Marbled Sapphire 19 

Stempfferia Plain Flash 52  Eicochrysops Ash Blue 18 

Aslauga Purple 51  Eresiomera Pearly 18 

Pseudacraea False Acraea 51  Euryphura Commander 18 

Cigaritis Silverline 46  Harpendyreus Mountain Blue 18 

Aphnaeus Highflier 44  Leptotes Zebra Blue 18 

Euptera Pilot 44  Thermoniphas Chalk Blue 18 

Telipna Telipna 39  Chloroselas Gem 17 

Lachnocnema Woolly Legs 38  Coeliades Policeman 17 

Strabena High-eye 37  Hewitsonia Tiger Flash 17 

Deudorix Playboy 35  Paradeudorix Fairy Playboy 17 

Hypolycaena Fairy Hairstreak 35  Artitropa Night Fighter 16 

Thestor Skolly 35  Tuxentius Pie 16 

Micropentila Dots 34  Andronymus Dart 15 

Alaena Zulu 33  Eretis Elf 15 

Abantis Paradise Skipper 32  Osmodes White-spots 15 

Uranothauma Heart 32  Eurema Grass Yellow 14 

Euchrysops Smoky Blue 31  Leptosia Wood White 14 

Junonia Pansy 31  Tarucus Pierrot 14 

Pseudaletis Fantasy 31  Leptomyrina Black-eye 13 

Spialia Sandman 29  Meza Three-spot Missile 13 

Triclema Small Hairtail 29  Nepheronia Vagrant 13 

Axiocerses Scarlet 28  Palla Palla 13 

Baliochila Mottled Buff 28  Perrotia Bamboo Dart 13 

Mimacraea Acraea Mimic 28  Stygionympha Hillside Brown 13 

Sarangesa Elfin 28  Willema Sylph  13 

Celaenorrhinus Dark Sprite 27  Gretna Twilight Skipper  12 

Eagris Flat 27  Hypophytala Banded Flash 12 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Myrina Fig-tree Blue  12  Tagiades Clouded Flat  6 

Orachrysops Cupid 12  Torynesis Veined Widow 6 

Vanessa Admiral 12  Tsitana Sylph  6 

Caenides Recluse 11  Astictopterus Dark Ranger 5 

Nervia Painted Ranger 11  Aterica Glade Nymph 5 

Trimenia Silver-spotted Copper  11  Byblia Joker 5 

Acleros Dusky Dart 10  Danaus Tiger 5 

Cacyreus Bronze 10  Euploea Crow 5 

Colias Clouded Yellow 10  Evena Large Pathfinder 5 

Eurytela Piper 10  Gnophodes Evening Brown 5 

Leona Large Recluse  10  Hovala Malagasy Yellow Sylph 5 

Pteroteinon Red-eye  10  Libythea Snout 5 

Azanus Babul Blue 9  Melphinyet Forest Swift  5 

Chondrolepis Snow-horned Skipper 9  Paronymus Large Dart  5 

Cooksonia Tiger Mimic  9  Physcaeneura Webbed Ringlet 5 

Deloneura Large Buff 9  Pinacopteryx Zebra White 5 

Issoria Fritillary 9  Pseudopontia Ghost 5 

Lipaphnaeus Silver Speckle 9  Semalea Silky Skipper 5 

Oboronia Ginger Blue 9  Spalgis Harvester 5 

Oxylides False Head 9  Tirumala Monarch 5 

Scopulifera Orange Sprite 9  Actizera Rayed Blue 4 

Chilades Jewel 8  Ampittia Ranger 4 

Citrinophila Lemon Buff 8  Apaturopsis Empress 4 

Durbania Rocksitter 8  Argyrocheila Fairy Buff 4 

Euliphyra Witch 8  Cassionympha Dull Brown 4 

Fulda Malagasy Hopper 8  Cnodontes Plain Buff 4 

Neita Large Ringlet 8  Coenyropsis Lined Ringlet 4 

Pardaleodes Pathfinder 8  Cupidopsis Meadow Blue 4 

Protogoniomorpha Mother-of-Pearl 8  Dapidodigma Virgin 4 

Tarsocera Spring Widow 8  Dotta Spangled Ranger 4 

Teriomima Yellow Buff 8  Durbaniella Rocksitter 4 

Antanartia Admiral 7  Epitola Pointed Flash 4 

Ariadne Castor 7  Erikssonia Acraea Copper 4 

Calleagris Milky Flat 7  Etesiolaus Green Sapphire 4 

Dingana Widow 7  Euthecta Small Buff 4 

Hemiolaus Hairstreak 7  Gegenes Dodger 4 

Larinopoda Pierid Buff 7  Hewitola Pointed Flash 4 

Salamis Mother-of-Pearl 7  Hypomyrina Orange Playboy 4 

Serradinga Speckled Widow 7  Lissia Large Recluse  4 

Syrmoptera False Head 7  Megalopalpus Harvester 4 

Teracolus Tip 7  Monza Grass Skipper  4 

Torbenia Glasswing 7  Neptidopsis False Sailer 4 

Zophopetes Palm Night-fighter 7  Obania Obania 4 

Argemma Forest Sylph 6  Ortholexis Scarce Sprite 4 

Dira Autumn Widow 6  Paralethe Bush Beauty 4 

Epitolina Dull Flash 6  Parasiomera Harlequin 4 

Fresna Acraea Hopper  6  Parnara Watchman 4 

Hypoleucis Costus Skipper 6  Parosmodes Orange 4 

Lycaena Copper 6  Pseuderesia Harlequin 4 

Melphina Forest Swift 6  Saribia Malagasy Judy 4 

Paracleros Dusky Dart 6  Teniorhinus Small Fox 4 

Phalanta Leopard 6  Toxochitona Fluttering Buff 4 

Phasis Arrowhead 6  Vanessula Lady’s Maid 4 

Pontia Dappled White 6  Zeritis Checkered Gem 4 

Pyrrhiades Policeman 6  Afrogegenes Dodger 3 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Caprona Ragged Skipper 3  Procampta Elf 2 

Catopsilia Migrant 3  Pseudoneptis False Sailer 2 

Ceratricula Tufted Forest Sylph 3  Ptelina Bordered Buff 2 

Coenyra Shadefly 3  Pyrrhochalcia Policeman 2 

Crudaria Grey 3  Rhabdomantis Large Fox 2 

Cyrestis Map 3  Takliades Policeman 2 

Eresinopsides Mottled Tree Buff 3  Triskelionia Tricerate Elfin 2 

Euchloe Green-striped White 3  Xanthonymus Yellow Disc 2 

Flandria Forest Sylph 3  Zizeeria Grass Blue 2 

Galerga Malagasy Sylph 3  Aeropetes Mountain Pride 1 

Gamia Grand Skipper 3  Afrodryas Autumn-leaf Vagrant  1 

Hallelesis Cream Ringlet 3  Ankola Red Disc 1 

Harma Angular Glider 3  Argynnis Fritillary 1 

Kakumia Ant Buff 3  Argyraspodes Silver-spotted Copper 1 

Kallimoides African Leaf 3  Batelusia Zebra Flash 1 

Larsenia Swift 3  Calopieris Desert Beauty 1 

Leucochitonea White-cloaked Skipper  3  Carcharodus Sandman 1 

Malaza Malagasy Sylph 3  Catochrysops Shiny Blue 1 

Melanitis Evening Brown 3  Cesa Gem 1 

Melitaea False Fritillary 3  Congdonia Plain Buff 1 

Mesoxantha Drury’s Delight 3  Durbaniopsis Rocksitter 1 

Monile Jewelled Hairtail 3  Erionota Banana Skipper 1 

Phytala Forest Flash 3  Euryphaedra Pointed Nymph 1 

Pieris Cabbage White 3  Gideona Pointed Tip 1 

Prosopalpus Dwarf Skipper 3  Gomalia Green-marbled Sandman  1 

Pseudonacaduba Lineblue 3  Gyrogra Leaf Sitter  1 

Teratoneura Isabella 3  Hamanumida Guinea-fowl 1 

Tylopaedia King Copper  3  Herila Speckled Orange 1 

Xanthodisca Yellow Disc 3  Hipparchia Grayling 1 

Zenonia Spotted Hopper 3  Isoteinon Dark Ranger 1 

Zintha Pierrot 3  Katreus Giant Sprite 1 

Acada Axehead 2  Kumothales Congo Nymph 1 

Aethiopana Acraea Flash 2  Lampides Pea Blue 1 

Alenia Speckled Sandman  2  Lepella Central Sylph 1 

Bettonula Brown Sprite 2  Mallika Jackson’s Leaf  1 

Brephidium Pygmy Blue 2  Mashunoides Marsh Ringlet 1 

Brusa Marbled Swift 2  Moltena Strelitzia Night-fighter 1 

Catacroptera Pirate 2  Mopala Grass Skipper  1 

Cynandra Brilliant Nymph 2  Neoepitola Congo Flash 1 

Elphinstonia Green-striped White 2  Netrobalane Buff-tipped Skipper  1 

Elymnias Palmfly 2  Noctulana Brown Forest Swift 1 

Eronia Vine-leaf Vagrant 2  Oraidium Dwarf Blue 1 

Euryphurana Noble Commander 2  Pardopsis Polka Dot 1 

Freyeria Jewel 2  Pharmacophagus Swallowtail 1 

Hollandus Pathfinder 2  Ploetzia Hopper 1 

Kobelana Dark Flat 2  Powellana Congo Flash 1 

Lachnoptera Leopard 2  Pseudargynnis Leopard Nymph 1 

Lasiommata Wall Brown 2  Pseudoneaveia Congo Flash 1 

Luthrodes Jewel 2  Smerina Leopard 1 

Mashuna Marsh Ringlet 2  Tumerepedes Nigerian Buff 1 

Melampias Boland Brown 2  Vansomerenia Savanna Gem 1 

Neaveia Pierine Blue 2  Ypthimomorpha Three-ring 1 

Osphantes Lobed Skipper  2  Zizina Clover Blue 1 

Paternympha Small Ringlet 2  Zizula Gaika Blue 1 

Pelopidas Branded Swift 2    6430 
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The butterflies for which proposed names are listed in this newsletter are: 

Graphium (66 taxa), Osmodes (15 taxa),  Pardaleodes (8 taxa), Semalea (5 taxa), Flandria (3 

taxa) and Triskelionia (2 taxa). 

 

ENGLISH NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME AUTHOR 

Grey Lady Graphium abri  Smith & Vane-Wright, 2001 

Western White Lady Graphium adamastor  (Boisduval, 1836) 

Cream and Grey Lady Graphium agamedes  (Westwood, 1842) 

Brown Lady Graphium almansor almansor (Boisduval, 1836) 

Abyssinian Brown Lady Graphium almansor birbiri (Ungemach, 1932) 

Ghana Brown Lady Graphium almansor carchedonius (Karsch, 1895) 

Guinea Brown Lady Graphium almansor dufranei Collins & Larsen, 2008 

Nigeria Brown Lady Graphium almansor escherichi (Gaede, 1915) 

Uganda Brown Lady Graphium almansor uganda (Lathy, 1906) 

White Lady Graphium angolanus angolanus (Goeze, 1779) 

Northern White Lady Graphium angolanus baronis (Ungemach, 1932) 

Large Striped Swordtail Graphium antheus  (Cramer, [1779]) 

Cream-banded Lady Graphium auriger  (Butler, 1876) 

Lost Congo Lady Graphium aurivilliusi  (Seeldrayers, 1896) 

Lime Striped Swordtail Graphium biokoensis  Gauthier, 1984 

Mamba Swordtail Graphium colonna  (Ward, 1873) 

Malagasy Green Lady Graphium cyrnus  (Boisduval, 1836) 

Malagasy White Lady Graphium endochus  (Boisduval, 1836) 

Island Striped Swordtail Graphium evombar evombar (Boisduval, 1836) 

Comoro Island Striped Swordtail Graphium evombar viossati Collins, 1997 

Southern Yellow-banded Lady Graphium fulleri boulleti (Le Cerf, 1912) 

Yellow-banded Lady Graphium fulleri fulleri (Grose-Smith, 1883) 

Kigezi Swordtail Graphium gudenusi  (Rebel, 1911) 

Elegant Lady Graphium hachei hachei (Dewitz, 1881) 

Congo Elegant Lady Graphium hachei moebii (Suffert, 1904) 

Bioko Cream-banded Swordtail Graphium illyris flavisparsus (Fruhstorfer, 1903) 

Central Cream-banded Swordtail Graphium illyris girardeaui Guilbot & Plantrou, 1978 

Eastern Cream-banded Swordtail Graphium illyris hamatus (Joicey & Talbot, 1918) 

Western Cream-banded Swordtail Graphium illyris illyris (Hewitson, 1873) 

Mozambique Swordtail Graphium junodi  (Trimen, 1893) 

Kigoma Spotted Lady Graphium kigoma  Carcasson, 1964 

Yellow-banded Swordtail Graphium kirbyi  (Hewitson, 1872) 

Coppery Lady Graphium latreillianus latreillianus (Godart, 1819) 

Large Coppery Lady Graphium latreillianus theorini (Aurivillius, 1881) 

Veined Swordtail  Graphium leonidas leonidas (Fabricius, 1793) 

Pemba Veined Lady Graphium leonidas pelopidas (Oberthür, 1879) 

Principe Veined Lady Graphium leonidas santamarthae (Joicey & Talbot, 1927) 

Sao Tome Veined Lady Graphium leonidas thomasius (Le Cerf, 1924) 

Unguja Veined Lady Graphium leonidas zanzibaricus Kielland, 1990 

Yellow Lady Graphium levassori  (Oberthür, 1886) 

Long-tailed Striped Swordtail Graphium liponesco  (Suffert, 1904) 

Small White Lady Graphium morania  (Angas, 1849) 

Cream-banded Brown Lady Graphium olbrechtsi olbrechtsi Berger, 1950 
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Tongoni Cream-banded Brown Lady Graphium olbrechtsi tongoni Berger, 1969 

Dappled White Lady Graphium philonoe philonoe (Ward, 1873) 

Northern Dappled White Lady Graphium philonoe whalleyi (Talbot, 1929) 

Pied Lady Graphium poggianus  (Honrath, 1884) 

Small Striped Swordtail  Graphium policenes policenes (Cramer, 1775) 

Northern Small Striped Swordtail  Graphium policenes telloi Hecq, 1999 

Gabon Striped Swordtail Graphium policenoides  (Grose-Smith, 1889) 

Dancing Swordtail Graphium polistratus  (Grose-Smith, 1889) 

Meru Cream-striped Swordtail Graphium porthaon mackiei Collins & Larsen, 1991 

Cream-striped Swordtail Graphium porthaon porthaon (Hewitson, [1865]) 

Kigoma Cream-striped Swordtail Graphium porthaon tanganyikae Kielland, 1978 

Red Lady Graphium ridleyanus  (White, 1843) 

Blotched Lady Graphium rileyi  Berger, 1950 

Angolan White Lady Graphium schaffgotschi  (Niepelt, 1927) 

Cameroon Dark Lady Graphium schubotzi maculata Libert, 2007 

Dark Lady Graphium schubotzi schubotzi (Schultze, 1913) 

Cream and Tan Lady Graphium simoni  (Aurivillius, 1899) 

Miombo White Lady Graphium taboranus  (Oberthür, 1886) 

Electric Green Lady Graphium tynderaeus  (Fabricius, 1793) 

Congo Cream Lady Graphium ucalegon fonteinei Berger, 1981 

Narrow-banded Cream Lady Graphium ucalegon schoutedeni Berger, 1950 

Cream Lady Graphium ucalegon ucalegon (Hewitson, 1865) 

Sepia Lady Graphium ucalegonides  (Staudinger, 1884) 

Scarce White-spots Osmodes adon  (Mabille, 1889) 

Four White-spots Osmodes adonia  Evans, 1937 

Western Four White-spots Osmodes adonides  Miller, 1971 

Sierra Leone White-spots Osmodes adosus  (Mabille, 1889) 

Congo White-spots Osmodes banghaasii  Holland, 1896 

Black-veined White-spots Osmodes costatus  Aurivillius, 1896 

Distinct White-spots Osmodes distincta  Holland, 1896 

Bitje White-spots Osmodes hollandi  Evans, 1937 

Large White-spots Osmodes laronia  (Hewitson, [1868]) 

Black-tufted White-spots Osmodes lindseyi lindseyi Miller, 1964 

Western Black-tufted White-spots Osmodes lindseyi occidentalis Miller, 1971 

Detached White-spots Osmodes lux  Holland, 1892 

Entebbe White-spots Osmodes minchini  Evans, 1937 

Obsolete White-spots Osmodes omar  Swinhoe, 1916 

Common White-spots Osmodes thora  (Plötz, 1884) 

Pearl-spotted Pathfinder Pardaleodes bule  Holland, 1896 

Common Pathfinder Pardaleodes edipus  (Stoll, [1781]) 

Savanna Pathfinder Pardaleodes incerta incerta (Snellen, 1872) 

Northern Savanna Pathfinder Pardaleodes incerta murcia (Plötz, 1883) 

Southern Scarce Pathfinder Pardaleodes sator pusiella Mabille, 1877 

Scarce Pathfinder Pardaleodes sator sator (Westwood, [1852]) 

Large Pathfinder Pardaleodes tibullus tibullus (Fabricius, 1793) 

Eastern Large Pathfinder Pardaleodes tibullus torensis Bethune-Baker, 1906 

Brown Silky Skipper Semalea arela  (Mabille, 1891) 

Small Silky Skipper Semalea atrio  (Mabille, 1891) 

Cross River Silky Skipper Semalea kola  Evans, 1937 

Branded Silky Skipper Semalea pulvina  (Plötz, 1879) 
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Dark Silky Skipper Semalea sextilis  (Plötz, 1886) 

Efulen Forest Sylph Flandria flandria  (Evans, 1956) 

Kelemba Forest Sylph Flandria kelembaensis  (Strand, 1918) 

Flandria Forest Sylph Flandria weberi  (Miller, 1964) 

Eastern Tricerate Elfin Triskelionia compacta   (Evans, 1951) 

Western Tricerate Elfin  Triskelionia tricerata   (Mabille, 1891) 

 

Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson) 

 

The Butterfly Index is tracking trends of butterfly abundance in South Africa, post January 2018.  

 

For obvious reasons there have been problems acquiring data during the last few months although 

– hopefully - we will be permitted more freedom in the months ahead… 

 

A summary of the results to-date is indicated in the graph below. For the much of the summer 

months, the graph for 2020 (green line) followed the shape of the “Ideal” model, although with only 

about 60% of the abundance – note that the “Index” is not a linear scale. 

 

 

For the Butterfly Index, I require the number of species 

seen at a single locality in a single day. If your survey is 

superficial (less than 1-hour in duration), or based on 

observations from a suburban garden or farm, please let 

me know and I’ll multiply the number obtained by 1.5. 

 

Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App is a great way of saving 

butterfly checklists. It will soon be possible to export 
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these lists directly to LepiBase; data submission will be a key requirement of the new permitting 

system.  

 

 

For information, the Abundance Index (Ax) is calculated using the following formula, where n 

represents the species-count from a site and F is the percentage factor from the Biome table: 

Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5 

 

Methodology 

 

1/. Each Province receives a monthly rating between, which will be more than 1 (Very Poor) and is 

unlikely to exceed 5 (Excellent). Lesotho and Swaziland are included as Provinces. 

 

2/. The rating is based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the 

province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea 

superfamily (traditional butterflies). 

 

3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a single Province, the highest 

rating will be used.  

 

Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives! 

 

  

Lowveld 

Savanna or 

Forest (L.S.)

Highveld 

Savanna 

(H.S)

Highveld 

Grassland 

(H.G.)

Arid Savanna 

(A.S)

Karoo (K) Fynbos (F) Afromontane 

Forest (A.F.)

5 Excellent >80 >56 >40 >28 >20 >20 >40

4 Good 52 to 80 37 to 56 26 to 40 19 to 28 13 to 20 13 to 20 26 to 40

3 Average 29 to 51 20 to 36 15 to 25 10 to 18 8 to 12 8 to 12 15 to 25

2 Poor 11 to 28 8 to 19 6 to 14 4 to 9 3 to 7 3 to 7 6 to 14

1 Very Poor ≤10 ≤7 ≤5 ≤3 ≤2 ≤2 ≤5

0 No Data

NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

BIOMEABUNDANCE 

INDEX
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Objectives 

 

1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa 

2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes  

3/. To compare current butterfly-counts with historical benchmarks 

 

Data – September and October: 

 

 
 

 
Summarized Butterfly Index Data – 2020: 

 

     

Index Score Locality Biome Observer Index Score Locality Biome Observer

Gauteng 3.5 27 WSBG H.S. Lourens Erasmus 3.2 25 WSBG H.S. Jeremy Dobson

KwaZulu-Natal 2.8 25 Mariannwood L.S. Steve Woodhall 3 20 Bergville H.G. Mark Liptrot

Limpopo 3.4 26 Bateleur H.S. Jeremy Dobson 3.6 21 Bewaarkloof H.G. Jeremy Dobson

Mpumalanga 3.6 30 KwaMhlanga H.S. Jeremy Dobson 4.7 49 KwaMhlanga H.S. Jeremy Dobson

Western Cape 4 13 Piketberg F Jeremy Dobson

Eastern Cape

Northern Cape 4.3 15 Sutherland K Jeremy Dobson

Southern Cape

North West 3.9 34 Utopia H.S. Jeremy Dobson

Free State

Lesotho

Swaziland

PROVINCE

2020

SEPTEMBER OCTOBER

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Gauteng 5.3 3.9 4.2 3.1 2.6 3.5 2 3.1 3.5 3.2

KwaZulu-Natal 4.5 4.1 4.3 4.5 4.1 3.3 2.6 3.4 2.8 3

Limpopo 3.5 5.1 3.9 0 0 0 0 0 3.4 3.6

Mpumalanga 4.6 4 0 0 4.4 0 0 0 3.6 4.7

Western Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4

Eastern Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3.2 4.3

Southern Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

North West 0 3.7 0 0 0 0 0 0 3.9

Free State 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lesotho 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Swaziland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

PROVINCE
2020 - SUMMARY
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LepiMAP (Les Underhill)  
 
LepiMAP is helping to build up-to-date distribution maps for the butterflies and moths of Africa. 
These maps are critically important for conservation management and priority setting. Without 
good distribution maps, species conservation is largely guesswork. You can make your 
photography count for conservation by uploading your photos into the Virtual Museum  

http://thebdi.org/2019/07/02/virtual-museum-open-for-refreshments/ 

 

From Megan Loftie-Eaton: 

AWESOME NEWS!!! BioMAPpers, you can now access the data coverage maps for all the 

projects in the VM for various other African countries, not just South Africa. 

HOW TO FIND THESE MAPS: On the Virtual Museum website, click on any project logo, then on 

left side of screen click on "maps", then click on the "coverage" tab and select the country you 

want a coverage map for. Soon we will have the species distribution maps for other countries 

available too so watch this space! 

 

Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 
 

The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by 
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across 
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly 
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but 
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for 
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of 
taxonomic issues. 
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to  
 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 

 

Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 
 
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc Africa website for details 
(http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) or visit the Facebook page  
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/ 

 
COREL 
 
The various custodians have submitted their COREL (Custodians of Rare and Endangered 
Lepidoptera) reports for the 2019 – 2020 season to Mark Williams, who is the overall coordinator 
of the COREL program. 
 
If you would like to assist COREL in any capacity, please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com 
A link to the latest COREL guidelines is attached below: 
 

COREL - Structure and guidelines 

CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

http://thebdi.org/2019/07/02/virtual-museum-open-for-refreshments/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dhewypd72x322la/Reorganisation%20of%20the%20COREL%20programme.pdf?dl=0
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Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

With the assistance of my Aloeides Project co-authors we have reviewed all the information 
received to date and have “omitted” some of the records which appeared doubtful, either as a 
result of contamination or due to samples getting mixed up. These records have not been 
discarded, but will be excluded from the Aloeides research until we get additional barcodes, to 
either confirm or replace these sequences. 
 
We currently have barcodes for 48 Aloeides taxa - I’m reasonably confident that these barcodes 
are correct and represent the taxa concerned. The following conclusions have been derived from 
the new data that we received in August: 

• In terms of its COI barcode, Aloeides molomo is radically different from all other Aloeides 
evaluated to date. To illustrate this, Aloeides molomo molomo is closer to Trimenia 
argyroplaga argyroplaga (9.78%) than it is to Aloeides damarensis damarensis (11.02%). 
I’m not at this stage suggesting that A. molomo is descended from Trimenia, although there 
are in fact some similarities on the upper-side wing pattern. Another potential ancestral 
candidate is Erikssonia - I had hoped to get a barcode for Erikssonia edgei, but, for the 
second time, the sample couldn’t be sequenced.  

• “Aloeides pierus” from Petrus Steyn, Free State differs from Aloeides pierus (Calitzdorp, 
Western Cape) by 1.74%. The two butterflies also look fairly different – refer below. Until 
we’ve resolved the taxonomy, the Free State butterfly will be known as Aloeides sp01*.  
Images are to scale – approximately life-size when printed at A4. 

 

    

• “Aloeides dentatis” from Witsieshoek, on the Free State / KZN border, differs from Aloeides 
dentatis dentatis (Suikerbosrand, Gauteng) by 1.37%. This isn’t a particularly big number, 
but, in terms of barcode, the Witsieshoek butterfly is significantly closer to Aloeides 
penningtoni than to A. d. dentatis; it is provisionally named Aloeides sp02*.  Unlike A. pierus 
(above) these two butterflies do look very similar: 

 

  

Aloeides dentatis dentatis 
Suikerbosrand, Gauteng 

Aloeides sp02 
Witsieshoek, Free State 

Aloeides pierus 
Calitzdorp, Western Cape 

Aloeides sp01 
Petrus Steyn, Free State 
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• Aloeides trimeni southeyae is reasonably close to Aloeides trimeni trimeni, but not as close 

as A. t. trimeni is to  Aloeides barbarae or Aloeides plowesi; the current taxonomy is 

inconsistent at best. I’ve provisionally listed this taxon as Aloeides southeyae*. The 

following phylogenetic arrangement actually puts A. t. trimeni and A. southeyae* in different 

subgroups, although it is important to appreciate that we are dealing with very similar 

barcodes: a difference of one or two mtDNA base-pairs – possible within a single 

population – could materially influence the arrangement of the tree. 

• Similarly, Aloeides thyra orientis is closer to Aloeides juana than to Aloeides thyra thyra; it is 
listed here as Aloeides orientis*. 

• Aloeides molomo handmani is obviously related to Aloeides molomo molomo, but differs (in 
terms of COI barcode) by 6.79%; greater than the difference between Aloeides aranda and 
Aloeides almeida. This butterfly is provisionally named Aloeides handmani*. 

• Several species for which we have multiple barcodes (Aloeides taikosama and Aloeides 
aranda for example) exhibit fairly large COI differences between populations (more than 
3.0% in the case of A. aranda): as there are no other “in between” taxa  I haven’t taken this 
any further at this stage.  

I’ve selected a single (average) sample from each of the 48 taxa and constructed a phylogenetic 

tree using MEGA-X.  Trees were constructed using Maximum Likelihood, Neighbour-Joining, 

Minimum Evolution, UPGMA and Maximum Parsimony methods. With the exception of Maximum 

Parsimony, the trees were all very similar – the phylogeny illustrated on the following pages is 

based on Maximum Likelihood. 

I find it is exciting that this is a question with a single correct answer: there is only one evolutionary 

tree of life! We certainly haven’t resolved the Aloeides yet – we only have 48 pieces of a puzzle 

which (now) contains at least 77 components – however I am confident that we are on the right 

track.   

It appears that Aloeides molomo may be an ancestral species and that the genus can be divided 

into two other main branches: The Arida, Barklyi and Dryas groups (Odd and Patterned Russets) 

and the Trimeni and Aranda groups (Speckled and Odd Speckled Russets). 

The Patterned Russets form the largest group and contain a large number of species, often with 

very similar COI barcodes; this group contains most of the rare and local Aloeides of conservation 

concern. Conversely, the Speckled and Odd Speckled Russets are generally fairly common and 

widespread butterflies and tend to exhibit larger differences in barcode between species. On this 

side of the Aloeides tree, representatives from up to five subgroups can sometimes be seen flying 

together. 

It is important to appreciate that putting together a phylogenetic tree is a very different proposition 

to undertaking formal taxonomy; we should however be able to detect potential new species and 

to pick up problems within the current Aloeides taxonomic list.  

There is plenty of work ahead! 
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Schematic phylogenetic 
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Detailed phylogentic tree

Part 1
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Some comments based on the above phylogeny: 

• Aloeides simplex doesn’t immediately look like it fits in the Dryas subgroup, however we’ve 

got multiple barcodes of both species and the sequences of the two butterflies are in fact 

very similar. The presence of A. nollothi also looks a bit odd; in this case I’ve only got a 

single barcode, mined from GENBANK, without any photos or detailed locality information. 

We do however have a couple of additional A. nolothi samples, so this can be checked.  

• The Pallida subgroup contains seven butterflies with very similar barcodes; the maximum 

difference is between Aloeides pallida littoralis and A. p. liversidgei, which differ by 6 base-

pairs (0.91%). A. monticola, A. kaplani and A. mbuluensis are somewhere in between – I’m 

going to need some persuading by my co-authors that these butterflies (plus possibly A. 

braueri and A. pringlei) shouldn’t all be subspecies of A. pallida… 

• In terms of COI barcodes, the Thyra and Vansoni subgroups also contain some very similar 

butterflies. It seems strange that A. nubilus and A. c. carolynnae are so close - until you 

remember that we are still missing several pieces of the puzzle. I suspect that A. oreas 

(when we get a barcode for this species) will be prove to be the link between these two 

butterflies.  

Aloeides macmasteri 

Aloeides stevensoni 

Aloeides susanae 

Aloeides almeida 

Aloeides henningi 

Aloeides molomo molomo

Detailed phylogentic tree

Part 2

Aloeides plowesi 

Aloeides trimeni trimeni

Aloeides conradsi conradsi

Aloeides griseus 

Aloeides taikosama 

Aloeides handmani*

Aloeides sp01*

Aloeides pierus 

Aloeides damarensis damarensis

Aloeides swanepoeli 

Aloeides southeyae*

Aloeides barbarae 

Aloeides aranda 396

507

365

415

422

465

464

493

402

398

353

467

548

417

435

424

404

423

466

Aranda 
Group

Almeida 
Subgroup

Pierus 
Subgroup

Damarensis 
Subgroup

Trimeni 
Subgroup

Taikosama 
Subgroup

Molomo 
Group

Trimeni 
Group

Arida, Barklyi and Dryas
Groups

Ancestor
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• I think I could tentatively guess the correct species group for most of the “missing” taxa, 

although there are a few exceptions: Aloeides gowani springs to mind, among others. 

I’ve listed the taxa below for which we either have barcodes; have submitted samples to BED or 

which are still “missing”. 

 

BARCODES ACQUIRED SAMPLES WITH BED MISSING

Aloeides almeida Aloeides apicalis Aloeides angolensis

Aloeides aranda Aloeides clarki Aloeides argenteus

Aloeides arida Aloeides damarensis mashona* Aloeides braueri

Aloeides bamptoni Aloeides dentatis maseruna* Aloeides carolynnae aurata 

Aloeides barbarae Aloeides depicta Aloeides conradsi angoniensis 

Aloeides barklyi Aloeides gowani Aloeides conradsi jacksoni

Aloeides caffrariae Aloeides maluti Aloeides conradsi talboti

Aloeides caledoni Aloeides molomo krooni* Aloeides merces

Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae Aloeides oreas Aloeides molomo coalescens

Aloeides conradsi conradsi Aloeides pallida grandis Aloeides molomo kiellandi

Aloeides damarensis damarensis Aloeides pallida juno Aloeides molomo mumbuensis

Aloeides dentatis dentatis Aloeides quickelbergei Aloeides mullini**

Aloeides dicksoni Aloeides rileyi Aloeides namib iensis

Aloeides dryas Aloeides rossouwi Aloeides pringlei

Aloeides egerides Aloeides tearei***

Aloeides griseus 

Aloeides handmani*

Aloeides henningi * Additional samples have already been acquired this season, which

Aloeides juana will be submitted to BOLD early next year.

Aloeides kaplani 

Aloeides lutescens **Jono Francis and James Wakefield caught a few A. mullini  earlier

Aloeides macmasteri this season and have dedicated a couple of samples to the Aloeides

Aloeides margaretae Project.

Aloeides mbuluensis 

Aloeides molomo molomo ***Katharina Reddig's brother has caught a sample of A. tearei .

Aloeides monticola 

Aloeides nollothi 

Aloeides nubilus 

Aloeides pallida jonathani

Aloeides pallida littoralis

Aloeides pallida liversidgei

Aloeides pallida pallida

Aloeides penningtoni 

Aloeides pierus 

Aloeides plowesi 

Aloeides sp01*

Aloeides sp02*

Aloeides simplex 

Aloeides stevensoni 

Aloeides susanae 

Aloeides swanepoeli 

Aloeides taikosama 

Aloeides thyra thyra

Aloeides orientis*

Aloeides titei 

Aloeides trimeni trimeni

Aloeides southeyae*

Aloeides vansoni 
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Aloeides Gallery : 2020 – 2021 Season 

  

Aloeides arida 
Kotzesrus, Northern Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Aloeides stevensoni 
Wolkberg, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Aloeides aranda 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Aloeides damarensis mashona 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Aloeides swanepoeli 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Aloeides taikosama 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Aloeides dentatis maseruna 
Sebokeng, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Aloeides henningi 
Glenharvie, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Aloeides molomo molomo 
Kalbosfontein, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Aloeides nubilus 
Elandshoogte, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

 

Aloeides apicalis 
Ceres, W Cape 
Daryl De Beer 

 

Aloeides caffrariae 
Grahamstown, E Cape 

David Taylor 
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Metamorphosis  
 
Dave Edge is the Editor of Metamorphosis; Silvia Kirkman is the Sub Editor responsible for 

production. 

 

Dave recently canvassed the Metamorphosis Editorial Board about obtaining DOIs for our 
Metamorphosis articles. A DOI, or Digital Object Identifier, is a string of numbers, letters and 
symbols used to permanently identify an article or document and link to it on the web.  
 
There was overwhelming support for making an application to African Journals Online (AJOL) 
which has the benefit of raising the profile of our journal. Dave has filled out the AJOL application 
form and submitted details of our peer review process. He has also updated the Metamorphosis 
policy documents, which may be viewed on the LepSoc Africa website. 
 

Metamorphosis Volume 30 Part 1 (2019) contains 72 pages and includes 4 Editorial pages and 12 
articles and notes published on the Metamorphosis website during calendar year 2019.  
 
The price – for South African members – is R145 excluding postage.  
 
To save money, both on printing and postage, copies of Metamorphosis for overseas members 
(including Africa) will be printed in the UK. The price will be advised shortly. 
 

 
 
Metamorphosis Volume 30 Part 2 (the Neptis paper by Dr Ian Richardson) (153 pages) will be 
printed on a similar basis. The cost, for South African members, is R300 excluding postage.  
 

Please order hard copies using the online shop (https://lepsocafrica.org/), or contact Dave at 

orachrysops@gmail.com or Silvia at silviakirkman@gmail.com. 

 

Volume 30 Part 1 

 

• Articles: 58 - 68 

Publication Date : 2019-12-31 

David A. Edge and Silvia Mecenero 

PUBLICATIONS 

https://lepsocafrica.org/
mailto:orachrysops@gmail.com
mailto:silviakirkman@gmail.com
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Volume 30 Part 2 

 

• Revision of the genus Neptis Fabricius, 1807 (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae) in the Afrotropical 

Region: Currently described taxa  

Ian D. Richardson  

 
NEW ARTICLES IN METAMORPHOSIS: 

 

Volume 31 Part 1 

 

• Taxonomic notes on members of the subtribe Polyommatina (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae: 

Polyommatinae) occurring in the Afrotropical region 

Mark C. Williams 

 

• Taxonomic note on three species in the tribe Acraeini Boisduval, 1833 (Lepidoptera: 

Nymphaliadae: Heliconiinae) 

Mark C. Williams & Graham A. Henning 

 

• First records of African clearwing moths (Lepidoptera, Sesiidae) nectaring on the invasive 

Shrubby False Buttonweed ? Spermacoce verticillata L. (Rubiaceae) in Guinea and Liberia, 

West Africa  

Szabolcs Sáfián 

 

• Illustrated descriptions of juvenile stages of an Aloeides species close to margaretae Tite & 

Dickson, including comparisons with both A. apicalis Tite & Dickson and A. depicta Tite & 

Dickson  

Alan Heath & Andre Claassens† 

 

• New taxa of skipper butterflies (Lepidoptera, Hesperiidae) from tropical Africa  

Szabolcs Sáfián, Claudio Belcastro, Patrick Boireau & Steve C. Collins 

 

Volume 31 Part 2 

• DR. MARTIN KRÜGER : Obituary by Hermann Staude and Wolfram Mey and Checklist of 

the Lepidoptera of southern Africa  
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Johan Heyns has a large collection of photographs, which are included as a regular feature in this 
newsletter.  
 
More from the Eribidae family; we feature the Calpinae subfamily: 
 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Antiophlebia bracteata 
Johan Heyns 

Calesia xanthognatha 
Johan Heyns 

 

 

Exophyla multistriata 
Johan Heyns 

 

Oraesia provocans  
Johan Heyns 

 

Polydesma umbricola 
Johan Heyns 

 

Radara vacillans 
Johan Heyns 

 

OTHER BUTTERFLIES
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Gauteng 
 

A visit to Enoch’s Walk in early September was hard work. I eventually recorded 20 species 

(Abundance Index 3.0 – Average), but butterflies were few and far between; the season – locally – 

has been quite a bit later than the previous couple of years, presumably a result of the cold 

Highveld winter that we experienced. 

There were a handful of Brown-line Sapphire (Iolaus alienus alienus) and Northern Mimosa 

Sapphire (Iolaus mimosae rhodosense) and a few Silverlines (Cigaritis species). 

 

 

A couple of visits to southern Gauteng in September yielded very little. The Highveld Giant Cupid 
(Lepidochrysops praeterita) was flying at Hillshaven and Glenharvie, but in very low numbers; the 
only other butterflies of note were a couple of Spring Hopper (Platylesches dolomitica) and Russet 
Protea  (Capys disjunctus) at Walkerville and Mottled Russet (Aloeides molomo molomo) at 
Kalbasfontein. I explored some interesting looking hills near Eikenhof, but didn’t find anything 
worth mentioning – this area is worth another visit though.  
 
Stephen Ball and Jan Praet visited a hill in the Magaliesberg, west of Pretoria and found some 

great butterflies: 

 

  

REGIONAL ROUNDUP 

Acraea anemosa 
Enoch’s Walk, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Cigaritis natalensis 
Enoch’s Walk, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Iolaus alienus alienus 
Enoch’s Walk, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aphnaeus hutchinsonii 
Magaliesberg, Gauteng 

Stephen Ball 

Iolaus alienus alienus 
Magaliesberg, Gauteng 

Stephen Ball 

Charaxes jahlusa rex 
being photographed by Jan Praet 

Magaliesberg, Gauteng 

 



65 
 

Lourens Erasmus has also been busy; some photos below: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Refer to Monitoring the Highveld Giant Cupid and Highveld Butterfly Club visit to Enoch’s 
Walk under LATEST NEWS. 
 

 

Limpopo 
 

Mark Williams and I visited Bateleur on 4 September. No sign of Waterberg Acraea Copper  

(Erikssonia edgei) unfortunately and we were a bit early for the special Highveld spring butterflies. 

None the less, we recorded 26 species, including a solitary Spring Hopper (Platylesches 

dolomitica). Abundance Index 3.4 (Average). 

 

Peter and Alison Ward had a brief stay at Bateleur in late September; Peter recorded 31 species 

(3.7 – Average), including Saffron Sapphire (Iolaus pallene) and Paradise Skipper (Abantis 

paradisea).  

 

James Lawrence reports that Stoffberg Widow (Dingana fraterna) and Stoffberg Russet (Aloeides 

rossouwi) were flying at Dindela, when he visited the site on 22 October. 

 

 

Refer also to A visit to Limpopo under LATEST NEWS.  

 

  

Charaxes saturnus saturnus 
Bateleur, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Junonia oenone oenone 
Bateleur, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Platylesches ayresii 
Bateleur, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

Axiocerses tjoane tjoane 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 

Tarucus sybaris sybaris 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 

Cupidopsis cissus cissus 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Lourens Erasmus 
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Mpumalanga 
 

I visited KwaMhlanga on 7 September. I recorded 30 species (Abundance Index 3.6 – Average), 

including four species of Aloeides: Yellow Russet (Aloeides aranda), Damara Russet (Aloeides 

damarensis damarensis), Grassveld Russet (Aloeides swanepoeli) and Dusky Russet (Aloeides 

taikosama). There were a couple of other nice butterflies, such as Dark Elfin (Sarangesa seineri 

seineri) and Waterberg Acraea (Acraea barberi). 

 

 

I returned to KwaMhlanga a week later; no sign of Hutchinson's High-flier (Aphnaeus hutchinsonii), 

but I saw a couple of Saffron Sapphire (Iolaus pallene) and a fifth species of Aloeides from the 

locality: Brown Russet (Aloeides trimeni trimeni). 

 

The five KwaMhlanga Russets that fly together are from the same side of the Aloeides family tree 

but they are all distinctly different species. The COI barcode of several of these butterflies differs 

by about 2%; the “general” species-bracketing rule of 3% to 4% is not going to work with 

Aloeides… 

 

A further visit to this locality in early October, with Peter Ward and Mark Williams (plus Mark’s 

grandson, Alex) yielded 49 species although butterfly abundance was low. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Acraea barberi  
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Acraea aglaonice 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Sarangesa seineri seineri 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Cacyreus virilis 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Axiocerses amanga amanga 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Tarucus sybaris sybaris 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 
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Another Mpumalanga trip worth mentioning was a visit to Davel and Morgenzon in early October, 

primarily to look for Maseru Toothed Russet (Aloeides dentatis maseruna) and “Aloeides pierus” 

respectively.  

 

The Davel tower locality, unfortunately, is no more: a squatter 

camp as far as the eye can see. The nearby site, where De 

Villiers Alberti (Shobie) posted a photograph of Aloeides dentatis 

maseruna on Facebook recently, contained loads of Hermannia 

depressa but no butterflies. According to the farmer, Hendy 

Matthews, there was a major hailstorm a few days prior to my 

visit, which probably didn’t help. Anyway, Hendy and Shobie will 

look out for the butterfly for me.  

 

I also struggled at Morgenzon: the “traditional” locality has been 

fenced in with a high game fence, with no indication of who the landowner may be. The hills to the 

south however are still “accessible” (with a bit of a walk) and I managed to get a few Aloeides 

samples. No sign of any Chrysoritis though. 

 

Refer also to A visit to Mpumalanga under latest news 

 

  

Acraea natalica 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Iolaus pallene 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

Spialia ferax 
KwaMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 

“Aloeides pierus” 
Morgenzon, Mpumalanga 

Jeremy Dobson 
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North West 
 

A visit to Utopia on 17 September was a bit disappointing, with relatively low numbers of 

butterflies, although I did record 34 species (Abundance Index 3.9 – Average). There were 

however a couple of Hutchinson's High-flier (Aphnaeus hutchinsonii), so I suppose I shouldn’t 

complain too much… 

 

 

Western Cape 
 

Refer to The best Cape trip ever under latest news 

 

Northern Cape 
 

Sutherland was really good when Mark Williams and I visited on 26 October; some photos below: 

  

Cigaritis mozambica 
Utopia, North West 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aphnaeus hutchinsonii 
Utopia, North West 

Jeremy Dobson 

Axiocerses tjoane tjoane 
Utopia, North West 

Jeremy Dobson 

Chrysoritis violescens (f) 
Sutherland, Northern Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides vansoni  
Sutherland, Northern Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 

Chrysoritis midas 
Sutherland, Northern Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 
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KZN 

 

Some photos from KZN: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refer also to Luiperdskloof under LATEST NEWS 

  

Belenois thysa thysa  
Roosfontein Nature Reserve, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

 

Aloeides aranda 
Monteseel, KZN 
Steve Woodhall 

 

Dingana dingana  
Lowlands Spitzkop, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

 

Telchinia serena  
Mariannwood Nature Reserve, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

 

Thestor basuta basuta 
Monteseel, KZN 
Steve Woodhall 

 

Papilio demodocus demodocus  
Lowlands Spitzkop, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 

 

Cacyreus lingeus   
Blythedale Beach, KZN 

Wayne Johnston 

 

Lachnocnema bibulus    
Kobe Yini, KZN 

Wayne Johnston 

 

Moltena fiara      
Empangeni, KZN 
Wayne Johnston 
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Uganda  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zambia 

  

  

Charaxes bohemani bohemani  
Zambia 

Mark Hellam 
 

 

Tagiades flesus   
Zambia 

Mark Hellam 
 

 

Charaxes protoclea nothodes   
Mpanga, Uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 

 

 

Colias electo pseudohecate  
Sipi Falls, Uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 

 

 

Pseuderesia eleaza katera  
Mpanga, Uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 

 

 

Junonia sophia infracta   
Entebbe, Uganda 

Lwere Shakul 
 

 

Euryphura concordia    
Zambia 

Mark Hellam 
 

 

AFRICA DESK

Cymothoe caenis    
Mpanga, Uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 

 

 

Acraea egina egina   
Mpanga, Uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 

 

 

Precis octavia octavia   
Mpanga, Uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 
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Zimbabwe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liberia 

 

 

  

Sarangesa seineri seineri   
Vic Falls, Zimbabwe 

Brian Ashby 
 

 

Junonia artaxia   
Mazoe, Zimbabwe 
Petrus Erasmus 

 

 

Axiocerses tjoane tjoane   
Tashinga, Zimbabwe 

Michael Pelham 
 

 

Graphium angolanus angolanus   
Harare, Zimbabwe 
James Wakefield 

 

 

Precis archesia archesia  
Harare, Zimbabwe 

Dan Lee 
 

 

Euryphura achlys   
Mukurupini, Zimbabwe 

Jono Francis 
 

 

Aethiopana honorius honorius 
Liberia 

Szabolcs Sáfián 
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Elected Executive Councillors and LSA Directors: 

 

• Jeremy Dobson (Chairman) 

• Justin Bode (Secretary) 

• Peter Ward (Treasurer) 
 

Co-opted Councillors 
 

• Dave Edge (Editor of Metamorphosis) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Conservation, Research and Permits) 
 
Branch Chairmen 
 

• Andre Coetzer (Highveld – Gauteng, North West and Free State) 

• Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal) 

• Andrew Morton (Western Cape) 

• Ernest Pringle (Eastern Cape) 

• Dave Edge (Southern Cape) 

• Vaughan Jessnitz (Limpopo) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Northern Cape) 

• Michael Ochse (Germany) 
 
The price of Metamorphosis Volume 30 (2019) – Part 1 is R145 for SA members, excluding 
postage. Part 2 will cost R300. Various postage options, with different pricing, are available.  
 

 

 
*Sponsor members are entitled to a free copy of Metamorphosis, but not supplementary, stand-
alone publications, such as the CRG results or the SALCA assessments. 
 
**Family Membership is available to married couples or life partners, plus dependent children 
under the age of 18. 
 
MEMBERSHIP OF LEPSOC AFRICA IS FREE TO ANYONE UNDER THE AGE OF 16 
 

Subscriptions are due on 01 January each year; to renew your membership, click on the following 

link: 

LepSoc Africa subscriptions 

Category
South 

African
Africa

Inter-   

national

South 

African
Africa

Inter-   

national

South 

African
Africa

Inter-   

national

Sponsor* R 1 200 R 1 200 R 1 400 Included Included Included R 1 200 TBA TBA

Ordinary R 290 R 290 R 360 R 145 TBA TBA R 435 TBA TBA

Pensioner (over 60 yrs) R 220 R 220 R 270 R 145 TBA TBA R 365 TBA TBA

Student (under 23 yrs) R 150 R 150 R 200 R 145 TBA TBA R 295 TBA TBA

Family Membership** R 450 R   -  R   - R 145 TBA TBA R 595 TBA TBA

Family (Pensioners) R 350 R   - R   - R 145 TBA TBA R 495 TBA TBA

Annual subscription fee                    

(current year i.e 2020)

Metamorphosis  printed copy      

(preceding year i.e 2019)

Annual subscriptions, plus 

printed copy of 

Metamorphosis

LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL

http://www.lepsocafrica.org/?p=members&s=Renew
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Ian Richardson, author of the Neptis paper 
(Metamorphosis Vol 30 Part 2) is featured this 
month 
 
In 1949 my family moved from Balham in London to 
Walderslade in Kent.  The new house was on the North Downs 
and had a 1½ acre garden.  Lizards used to come into the 
house in summer, foxes barked in the night, hooting owls gave 
me nightmares and there was no end of insect life.  This was all 
a great novelty after the extremely limited London wildlife.  At 
around the age of 10, I became interested in butterflies and 
proudly set out my first capture, a Marbled White, with a pin 
neatly inserted through each wing.  By a stroke of luck our 
neighbour, Dr Cameron, was a keen collector of English and European butterflies and he soon put 
me right on the finer points of setting out butterflies.  With some equipment he passed over to me, 
I gradually assembled a small collection of the commoner English butterflies. 
 

This quaint corner of Kent was very rural when we moved there 
with many woods and grassy fields full of wildflowers.  In fact, 
our own front garden had about 2” of topsoil on top of several 
hundred feet of solid chalk.  Although this was the bane of 
gardeners, it was perfect for the small herby plants that are the 
foodplant and nectar source for many species of butterfly. 
 
After a few years I started to roam more widely, with a friend 
who lived nearby, and we discovered a set of chalk quarries 
below a place called Blue Bell Hill.  You’ll see from the previous 

issue of ABN that Chris Dobson photographed the Marbled White there just recently.  So, pleased 
to see that it is still thriving despite the huge changes that have occurred to that locality.  One of 
the quarries is quite shallow and covers an area of about 16 hectares.  It was used as a rifle range 
during WW1 and has been left untouched since.  When I used to visit as a teenager, the bare 
chalk had sprouted a profusion of clovers and vetches that supported different species of butterfly, 
particularly Lycaenids.  Specialities were the Grayling and the Silver-Studded Blue.   
 
One of the advantages of this site was that on cloudy days you could instead collect the lead 
fragments of bullets from the cliff behind where the rifle targets had been positioned.  These we 
melted down into ingots for sale to the more naïve boys at school!  

 
 
 
  

FOCUS ON… 

Ian Richardson (centre), flanked by Steve 
Collins and Hermann Staude, receiving 

the Publication of the Year award in 2016 
for the Practical Guide.  
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My father was a keen traveller and so we spent many summers touring countries in Europe.  I took 
the opportunity to capture whatever was on the wing whenever we stopped, and I assembled a 
small collection of European butterflies.  The variety of species, especially in the mountains, was 
amazing compared with the rather limited number of species in England.  
  
On finishing school in December 1962, I had 8 months to spare before going to University to study 
Physics and was lucky enough to secure a teaching job at Fletcher High School in Gwelo, 
Southern Rhodesia (now Gweru, Zimbabwe).  The flight from Heathrow London to Salisbury was 
slow by modern standards and took a circuitous route via the Cape Verde islands and Luanda in 
Angola.  Eventually I made it to the railway station and caught the train for Gwelo.  It’s only 270 km 
but took 10 hours, stopping for long intervals in the middle of nowhere and then proceeding at a 
snail’s pace.  This was all brilliant for me as I could look out of the window and watch Africa go 
past for the first time.  I remember being particularly impressed by the small intense yellow 
butterflies that seemed to be everywhere and subsequently found out they are the ubiquitous 
Eurema brigitta and hecabe. 
 
At Fletcher I was allocated my own house and by an incredible stroke of luck it was directly 
opposite Larry and Barbara Buchanan’s house.  Larry had been a keen collector whilst stationed 
on Pemba Island I think and then he moved down to Nyasaland where he met his wife.  He very 
kindly took me under his wing on the butterfly front and over the next 8 months we went on many 
collecting trips together, often to the hills and river valleys around Selukwe.  He taught me all 
about traps for Charaxes, hill topping and mud puddling.  Armed with all this new knowledge I 
boldly set off in my little Morris 800 during the Easter holidays and visited Great Zimbabwe, 
Wankie Game Reserve (now Hwange National Park), Inyanga and Moçambique.  The big highlight 
was a week staying with Sir Edgar Whitehead at his home in the Vumba.  He was immensely 
proud of the variety of wildlife on his property and took me down to the Burma Valley.  In those 
days it was a largely untouched area with a real tropical forest feel to it and butterflies to match.  
Although I was only 18 and he around 58, he still outpaced me on the 600 m descent to the valley 
and the climb back! 
 
I returned to England on the Union Castle boat from Cape Town and stopping off in Pretoria I was 
fortunate enough to meet Georges Van Son.  He showed me some of the collection, which was 
mind boggling to me then.  He took some time to explain and demonstrate how to extract the male 
genitalia from specimens.  I’m afraid it was another 50 years before I took his advice and saw how 
the genitalia could separate otherwise cryptic species. 
 
On returning to England I studied Physics at Bristol University.  My father had 12 week holiday 
bonus from the insurance company where he worked and inspired by my tales of Africa he 
decided on doing a big safari.  The three of us, Mum, Dad, and I, sailed out to Cape Town in 1967 
on the Union Castle boat with a Ford Cortina estate and a tent. They slept in the car and I slept in 
the tent.  We travelled round the garden route, up to the Kruger, into Rhodesia and then down into 
Moçambique.  Wherever we stopped I brought out the net and collected whatever was on the 
wing.  A pattern though was emerging to my collecting and I was best described as a tourist 
collector.  Tourism was the primary driver and butterflies came as a secondary add on.  I’m afraid 
this was the trend for many years, collecting with no particular focus other perhaps than size and 
bright colours! 
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Just short of Beira we turned North on a dirt road that 
leads to the Dona Ana bridge near Villa de Senna.  The 
picture isn’t of course the Zambezi crossing.  My Mum is 
peering over the roof of the Mercedes wondering what 
she’d let herself in for!  On reaching the Zambezi, you 
crossed the bridge with the car loaded on a train to reach 
Zambezia Province.  I had to change a radiator hose on 
the car and every 30 seconds I needed to wipe a dozen or 
two mosquitoes off each arm.  This explained why all the 
locals sitting at the station were wrapped in blankets even 
though the temperature was still around 30 C!  
Horrendous place. 
 
Travelling North through Malawi we thankfully left the mosquitoes behind and stayed for a while at 
Nkhata Bay.  A day in the Mukwadzi forest, still pristine in those days, was memorable with the 
profusion of butterflies.  I particularly remember netting an excellent male specimen of Charaxes 
ameliae, a really beautiful species.  Pressing on North, we cut through N. Zambia into Tanzania 
and took the road from Mbeya through Singida to Lake Victoria.  Then we took in Masai Mara and 
Tsavo before finishing up on the Kenya coast.  The good old Cortina survived and was shipped 
back to the UK where its new owner commented that there was a lot of red dust inside! 
 
On returning to the UK I did an MSc on the Physics of Materials at Bristol.  Three of us at the 
University found out about a scheme being run in Zambia to recruit teachers to boost the start-up 
of more widespread secondary education.  The three of us enrolled and sailed out to Cape Town 
with my brand new series 2B Land Rover.  We drove up through South Africa, on into Lesotho via 
the Sani Pass and then up to Lourenço Marques (now Maputo) in Moçambique. From there we cut 
North, across the Limpopo and into the Rhodesian Low Veld.  We didn’t see much of Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe) as one of our group decided to give a flippant answer to the immigration question 
“race” and we had 24 hours to transit through to Zambia! 
 
The Zambian deal was that we spend a year at the University of Zambia in Lusaka to obtain a 
Postgraduate Certificate in Education and were then assigned to a secondary school somewhere 
in the country.  Inevitably with a Land Rover we did several long trips and as I remember we took 
in Chobe Reserve in Botswana, Kafue National Park in Zambia, and the Bazaruto Islands in 
Moçambique.  As had become the pattern, the butterfly collecting very much took second place at 
the best.  
  
The Zambian Education Department was very obliging when it came to assigning us to schools 
and ensured that even unmarried couples were at the same school.  My girlfriend, Val, and I were 
assigned to Mporokoso in Northern Province, ideal for the butterfly collector.  A well-known locality 
nearby is Lumangwe Falls and in those days, early 1970s, was largely pristine.  When I see what 
other collectors have turned up there, I can see that I only scratched the surface.  Still it was a thrill 
to go to a trap and find Charaxes ameliae and tiridates for example. We were also quite close to 
Sumbu at the southern end of Lake Tanganyika where Charaxes pythodorus flies. Many 
weekends were spent there with moderately safe swimming in the lake and the then well stocked 
game park. 
 
We also did many longer trips to the North reaching up to Murchison Falls in Uganda and Malindi 
in Kenya.  I will only bore you with one more travelogue.  Three of us, Chris, Barry, and I, decided 
to do a rather ambitious trip to Kinshasa in Zaire (now Democratic Republic of the Congo).  Chris 
and I were both interested in the butterflies whilst Barry was 100% tourist.  We crossed into Zaire 
from the Zambian Copperbelt and drove NW through Lubumbashi onwards to pretty dry and dusty 
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country interspersed with small towns each with its own brewery producing really excellent Belgian 
beers.  It was extremely hot, and I gave into the temptation to take a small drink from what looked 
like a clear clean river.  We reached Kananga and booked into a hotel, where I was prostrated for 
several days as a reward for my river drink!  We were running short of cash for the next stage of 
the journey to Kinshasa, so Barry decided to fly on ahead to Kinshasa where he could contact his 
bank in Canada and have some cash wired over.  Meanwhile Chris and I drove out of town to see 
what the local Lepidopteral fauna had to offer.  I can still picture Chris capturing a specimen of 
Iterus zalmoxis fluttering down the road, the only one we saw, gnash gnash!  Graphium ridleyanus 
was abundant there as well and made a brilliant splash of colour when mud puddling en masse. 
 
There was no sign of Barry returning and eventually Chris and I, even shorter of cash now, had to 
make the journey back to Zambia before we became stranded without even enough to buy fuel.  
About a week after we got back to Mporokoso, a rather thinner and unhappy Barry turned up.  He 
had drawn the cash in Kinshasa and gone on a souvenir shopping trip before returning to 
Kananga.  Unfortunately, he was mugged and lost most of his cash.  Although he had sufficient to 
fly to Kananga, he found that this flight was prohibited because Kananga was in a travel restricted 
area around the diamond mines at Mbuji Mayi and smuggling was rife.  Apparently the restriction 
wasn’t applied to travellers by road though.   Barry’s plan B was to fly to Lubumbashi, which was 
permitted, and wait for us there.  He found a café next to the main through road and spent his 
days watching to see if we passed.  He was by now completely out of cash and would pounce on 
any leftovers on other tables to keep body and soul together.  He didn’t see us drive past and we 
didn’t see him.  Eventually he managed to hitch lifts back to Zambia and ultimately to Mporokoso.  
Still at least we all survived, and Chris got his zalmoxis as well. 
 
My girlfriend had already returned to England, I have that effect on people sometimes, and she 
came back to Zambia to join me for the overland trip home to England at the end of my teaching 
contract.  It would be another travelogue, so very briefly we travelled up to Bujumbura, Burundi, 
and then through the DRC to Walikale.  We were advised that the road was tarred all the way, but 
it quickly turned into a glorified footpath and it took 2½ days to cover 50 miles!  From Walikale we 
went North to Kisangani and on to Bangui, Central African Republic, where we met Pere Godart 
who collected and sold papered butterflies to raise funds for the Roman Catholic mission.  Then 
on to Cameroon and Kribi where we spent a couple of days on the coast and I did manage to 
swing the net to capture some specimens; Papilio mechowianus, cypreofila and zenobia, Bebearia 
phranza, Euphaedra themis and rezia – all within a stone’s throw from the beach.  Great locality 
with forestry tracks leading into the deep forest. 
 
From Cameroon, we continued West to Lagos, Nigeria, and then North to Kano and Agadez in 
Niger.  The desert proper starts just North of there and we followed the tracks to Tamanrasset and 
then on through the oasis towns to Algiers.  We crossed from Morocco into a freezing cold and wet 
Spain and then on to sunny England.  The good old Land Rover performed wonderfully 
throughout. 
 
I followed my MSc prof. to Leeds and did a PhD over the next three years, 1974 to 1976, on the 
Mechanical Properties of Polymers, specifically polythene.  Steve Collins was studying in London 
at this time and we met up there one day to talk about breeding and collecting African butterflies.  I 
met Angela at a party in Leeds and we got married in 1975.  The next big event was the birth of 
our son James later in that year.  So, when does this guy actually get a job to support his new 
family you may be asking.  Well, that horrible eventuality came to pass late in 1976 when I 
secured a position at the Ministry of Agriculture labs nearby doing analyses of agricultural 
products.  Cabbages and chickens were my speciality whilst others were more into farmyard 
slurry! 
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The Min of Ag job was a filler and I eventually secured a job with Marconi Space and Defence 
Systems at Stanmore, just North of London, working on the MARECS satellite downlink amplifier 
in the role of systems engineer.  After about a year I moved to the Stingray project, a new one that 
the company had secured.  Stingray is a lightweight torpedo launched from a helicopter.  Again, I 
worked as a systems engineer primarily on the acoustics and homing systems.  The Stanmore site 
was nice because it was the old Cunard family residence situated on Stanmore common, good for 
a stroll at lunch time.  This didn’t last and the project moved to a distinctly Dickensian site in 
Wembley where we worked in a converted warehouse with a leaky roof. 
 
After about 6 years the Africa bug won out and I secured a post in the Acoustics Department at the 
CSIR in Pretoria.  I’d kept in touch with Larry Buchanan and he told me about the start-up of the 
Lepidopterists’ Society of Southern Africa.  I joined in 1984 and the society brought me into 
contact with much more serious and focussed entomologists than myself.  This important 
influence, particularly in recent years, has eventually steered me towards some constructive 
contributions towards the study of Lepidoptera. 
 
In 1985 my wife gave birth to our second child, daughter Nancy.  During the next 18 months I had 
a go at breeding a few species for sale as pupae to butterfly houses in the UK.  Females would 
often lay well, but then the parasitic wasps would have a field day with so many eggs in close 
proximity.  This led to a low yield of pupae and the project was not really viable.   
 
We eventually returned to the UK in 1987 and I got a job in Yeovil with a small company doing 
mathematical modelling and performance assessment of military systems.  The focus moved 
progressively towards the development of a new maritime helicopter, the Merlin, and after a few 
years I took a job with Loral UK, the Prime Contractor for the project.  They were sited in 
Portsmouth and the family moved to a new house nearby.  Loral was taken over by Lockheed 
Martin UK Ltd with whom I finished my career, working throughout on systems engineering and 
performance modelling for the Merlin.  Acceptance trials were carried out over a deep 
instrumented ocean trench off Andros Island in the Bahamas and I was fortunate enough to do a 
couple of trips out there, assembling a small collection of Bahamian butterflies in my spare time. 
We continued with the butterfly breeding work, concentrating on large swallowtails much in 
demand by the butterfly houses.  The first was P. dardanus and the larvae fed quite happily on 
Choisya ternata (Mock Orange), which grows well in the damp English climate.  It is used 
extensively by Municipal Authorities for plantings in towns, although curiously the ones near where 
we lived seemed to get smaller over the years!  Angela was best at breeding the pupae and when 
I was away she managed to produce much larger pupae.  I think I let them get to starvation level 
too often, which she didn’t.  We produced about 3000 pupae a year, helped by the fact that 
parasitic wasps are rare in England if they occur there at all. 
 
Eventually the dardanus stock, which incidentally came from a 
dozen or so pupae sent by Ray Murphy from Malawi, weakened 
and died out from a combination of inbreeding and disease 
brought in by other Papilios such as demodocus.  The next 
successful species was P. aegeus from Papua New Guinea and 
this stock was obtained from recently captured specimens being 
bred on by the Stratford-upon-Avon butterfly house.  These 
again lasted for about 3 years before the population collapsed. 
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One of my retirement aims was to return to N. Zambia and do 
some serious collecting there as I have the impression that the 
area has not had as much attention as the N.W. – Mwinilunga, 
Ikelengi, Hillwood Farm and so on.  The first trip in October 
2008 is written up in Metamorphosis Volume 21, Issue 4. Then I 
made further visits in April 2011 and October 2013. The most 
productive locality was Lupupa Falls, which I’d found by 
searching on Google Earth.  There’s a small river that falls over 
a cliff into a valley below with a significant patch of riverine 
forest.  It’s a bit of a scramble down and the river is difficult to 
cross in the rainy season. There may well be some new species for Zambia there as several 
specimens that I would dearly loved to have captured escaped my net with ease.  There is a 
colony of Acraea eltringhami that seems to be concentrated around plants that grow about 10 m 
below the lip of the cliff. They are on the wing in October, but not in April. I also trapped Charaxes 
imperialis there, a magnificent butterfly. 
 
In 2013 I took on the role of coordinating editor of the “Practical Guide to the Study of Lepidoptera 
in Africa” and over a couple of years, with the help of many authors and illustrators, we produced 
an updated version of this very useful guide. I wonder when someone will be brave enough to add 
a chapter on barcoding and multi-gene phylogenies! 
 

A genus that had taken my interest was Neptis, more because I 
knew there were many species, but seldom encountered more 
than the odd common one. This changed during my 2011 trip to 
Zambia when I captured several different species at Mutinondo 
Wilderness, Ndole Bay and Lupupa Falls.  One from the latter 
locality didn’t fit with anything I’d seen in books and so I sent a 
picture to Steve Collins and he suggested that I describe it 
formally. What did he think?  Well, he said, the whole genus is 
in a bit of a mess and we have a good number here at ABRI, 
why don’t you come and sort them all out?   
 

Seemed like a good idea at the time!  So, I agreed not really realising 
what I was letting myself in for.  Initially Steve reckoned there were 
about 4000 set specimens at ABRI, but that quickly increased to 
6000.  By the time I arrived at ABRI in 2015, there were 9000 
specimens as Edgar had been setting out loads of papered 
specimens from Kivu, DRC.  Steve kept finding more boxes of Neptis 
“on top” and his final triumph was a huge double sided box with at 
least another 600 specimens; I was shell shocked by this time. 
 
After 5 years, with the help of many collectors, and of course 
barcodes, the first major step in sorting out the Neptis genus has 
been completed, Metamorphosis Vol 30 Part 2.  An unexpected 
bonus has been that a phylogeny could be derived from the barcodes, 
and multi-gene work at the City University of New York largely confirms the barcode phylogeny.  
There are about 60 new species of Neptis to be described and that brings us very much to the 
present day. 
 
I hope you have found this an interesting read and I apologise for the endless travelogues.  They 
were a big part of my late teens and twenties though.  
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The table below shows the attribution of the photographs used in this article and the licence 
applicable to each photo.  
 

Subject Photographer Source Licence 

Marbled White Charles J Sharp Wikipedia CC BY-SA 4.0 

Rock Grayling Charles J Sharp Wikipedia CC BY-SA 4.0 

Silver-studded Blue Ian Kirk Wikipedia CC BY 2.0 

River crossing Doug Richardson  No restrictions 

Orchard swallowtail Ian Richardson  No restrictions 

Lupupa Falls Ian Richardson  No restrictions 

Unknown Neptis Ian Richardson  No restrictions 

Steve with 600 more Ian Richardson  No restrictions 

 
  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en
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Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter, with your 

identification and the month that the photograph was taken, to jchdobson@gmail.com. 

There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the season runs from August to 

July and the annual winner is announced in September’s edition. The decision, by the editor, is 

final and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society. 

Entries for September 

 

  

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH

SEPTEMBER 
 
September’s winner is Stephen Ball, with this 
amazing image of Transvaal Pearl-spotted 
Charaxes (Charaxes jahlusa rex) in flight. 
 
Stephen took this picture in the hills of the 
Magaliesberg, close to where he lives in Pretoria. 

Capys disjunctus 
Muldersdrift, Gauteng  

Lourens Esrasmus 
 

 
 

Cigaritis brooksi brooksi 
Jacob’s Bay, W Cape 

Corne Rautenbach 
 
 

Cigaritis thysbe thysbe 
Western Cape 
Daryl de Beer 

 

Aloeides macmasteri 
Grahamstown, E Cape  

David Taylor 
 
 

Aphnaeus hutchinsonii  
Telperion, Gauteng 
Reinier Terblanche  

 
 

Iolaus trimeni 
WSBG, Gauteng 
Jeremy Dobson 

 

 
 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
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Entries for October 

 

 

 

  

Charaxes bohemani bohemani 
Zambia 

Mark Hellam 

Lepidochrysops variabilis  
Spitzkop, KZN 

Steve Woodhall 
 
 
 

Cigaritis natalensis 
WSBG, Gauteng 

Lourens Erasmus 
 

Aphnaeus hutchinsonii 
Magaliesberg, Gauteng 

Stephen Ball 
 
 
 
 
 

Graphium policenes policenes  
Msinsi Kloof, KZN 
Steve Woodhall 

 
 

OCTOBER 
 
October’s winner is Mark Hellam. 
 
This picture indicates three Speckled Lilac 
Commander (Euryphura concordia) feeding on a 
mango. 
 
Mark took this photo in Zambia, 

Aloeides pallida littoralis 
De Hoop, W Cape 

Jeremy Dobson 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE OVIPOSITION BEHAVIOUR AND LARVAE OF THESTOR 

BASUTUS CAPENERI IN SOUTH AFRICA  

 

By Mark C. Williams and John G. Joannou.   

 

Abstract: Oviposition and feeding behaviours of females, and larval behaviours, of Thestor 

basutus capeneri were studied in the field and the laboratory. Females, in the field, laid eggs 

singly, and very rapidly, on a variety of plants. Workers of Anoplolepis custodiens ants were 

invariably present at oviposition sites. The cue for oviposition appeared to be ant-derived rather 

than homopteran- or plant-derived. Females appeared not to be able to feed and were found to 

possess a rudimentary proboscis. Larvae, in the first three instars, fed on coccids (Pulvinaria 

icyeri) that were infesting grass. The coccids were invariably tended by workers of A. custodiens. 

Fourth stage larvae, placed in formicaria containing A. custodiens ants, and pieces of grass 

infested with coccids, were not seen to feed on either ant brood or coccids. The later larval instars 

of any species of Thestor appear to be undescribed. The taxonomic status of T. basutus capeneri 

needs to be more thoroughly investigated.  

 

Introduction: Thestor Hübner is a genus of 28 species of butterflies, and is endemic to southern 

Africa (Henning & Henning 1993; Pringle et al. 1994). Very little information pertaining to the life 

histories of species of Thestor has been published (summarised in Clark & Dickson 1971). The 

first published observations on the life history of T. basutus basutus (Wallengren) comprise a short 

note on oviposition behaviour (Dickson 1954). Dickson noted that females, in a colony of the 

butterfly near Inchanga in Kwazulu-Natal, laid eggs singly, and generally rapidly, on a herbaceous 

plant, Vernonia natalensis Sch. Bip. (Asteraceae). Ants, of the species Anoplolepis custodiens 

Smith (Hymenoptera: Formicidae), were present on the plants on which oviposition occurred. Six 

years later Clark and Dickson published a more detailed paper on the life history of T. basutus 

basutus, based on further observations made at the Inchanga locality (Clark & Dickson 1960). 

They reported that the larvae, from the first to the third instars, were associated with homopteran 

insects of the family Jassidae (now Psyllidae). A second instar larva was seen feeding on one of 

the immature psyllids. A fourth instar larva, and a pupa, were discovered in nests of A. custodiens 

ants under rocks but the diet of the larva, while in the nest, was not established. These authors 

have described and illustrated the egg, the first to fourth larval instars, and the pupa (Clark & 

Dickson 1960, 1971). This paper reports on observations of Thestor basutus capeneri concerning 

oviposition behaviour and the absence of feeding in adult females, and on behaviours of the 

larvae. Material and Methods Field observations on a colony of T. basutus capeneri were made at 

Haakdoringboom (25.35S; 28.07E), about 15 km north-west of Pretoria, Gauteng Province, during 

the months of December and January, from 1990 to 1992. Additional studies were conducted on 

another colony of T. b. capeneri at the foot of Ysterberg (24.06S; 29.12E), between Potgietersrus 

and Pietersburg, Northern Transvaal Province, in November 1993. Behaviours of both sexes were 

observed; particular attention was paid to the oviposition behaviour of females. Several females, 

originating from both study sites, were captured, and were kept in small plastic containers in an 

attempt to obtain eggs from them. Observations on the behaviours shown by the larvae in the first 

three instars were made in the field and on larvae in captivity. Captive larvae were housed in 

plastic boxes, together with a few workers of A. custodiens, and coccid-infested blades of grass. 

The behaviour of early fourth instar larvae was studied in formicaria in which colonies of A. 

custodiens adults, together with their brood, were housed. The type of formicarium used, and the 

TRAWLING THE ARCHIVES… 
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care of the ants, have been described elsewhere (Woodhall et al. 1992). Early fourth instar larvae, 

together with coccids infesting pieces of grass, were placed in the arena of the formicarium and 

were observed at random intervals during the day and night.  

 

Results: At the Haakdoringboom locality the small colony of T. b. capeneri was confined to an 

area of grassland, about 2 hectares in extent. The Ysterberg colony was much larger, occurring in 

an area of thornveld (grassland/savanna mixture) about 5 hectares in extent. The dominant tree in 

the latter locality was Acacia karroo Hayne. At both study sites there were extensive patches of 

bare, red earth, associated with many colonies of A. custodiens ants. Male butterflies established 

and defended territories. Within their territories they showed a perching behaviour, using either a 

grass stem or the ground as perch sites. Females flew in a random manner, within the boundaries 

of the colony, among clumps of grass. They spent much of the time resting, either on blades of 

grass, or on the ground. When searching for oviposition sites females had a slow, fluttering flight, 

from 50 to 300 mm above the ground. Clumps of grass were sequentially inspected for the 

presence of suitable oviposition sites. When the grass-clump was large, females fluttered around it 

and used their wings to disturb overhanging grass blades. The movement of the grass blades 

appeared to cause small workers of A. custodiens, if these were present at the base of the clump, 

to run up the grass blades. Females appeared to respond to this behaviour of the ants by flying 

into the grass-clump, among the leaves, on which a single egg was then laid very rapidly. The ants 

often attacked the fluttering females as they attempted to lay their eggs, and oviposition was 

sometimes achieved while females were in flight. Immediately after having deposited an egg 

females flew out of the grass-clump and resumed their search at nearby grass-clumps, or rested 

for a variable length of time. Eggs were laid only in grass-clumps inhabited by A. custodiens ants. 

On a few occasions females at the Ysterberg locality were also observed ovipositing on 

dicotyledonous plants, such as Becium grandiflorum Pichi-Serm. (Lamiaceae) and Vigna sp. 

(Fabaceae). Numerous workers of A. custodiens were present on these plants, harvesting nectar 

from the flowers. Closer inspection of grass-clumps, in which females had oviposited, revealed 

colonies of a species of grass-feeding coccid (Homoptera: Coccidae) at the base of the clumps, in 

both localities. The coccid colonies were invariably tended by numerous, small workers of A. 

custodiens ants. Although females often laid eggs close to the coccids this was not always the 

case; eggs were sometimes laid on grass blades 20 cm, or more, from the nearest coccids. 

Specimens of the coccids were identified as Pulvinaria iceryi (Signoret) by I.M. Millar of the Plant 

Protection Research Institute, Pretoria (National Insect Collection, Accession No. HC6333). 

Colonies of coccids or other Homoptera were not found on the dicotylenous plants on which 

females occasionally laid eggs. Captive females laid eggs readily on the surfaces of the plastic 

containers in which they were kept, despite the absence of plant material, ants or coccids. 

Attempts to feed captive females on a honey-water solution failed because the proboscis was 

found to be rudimentary and was apparently non-functional. Despite the fact that females did not 

feed, some lived for as long as two weeks following capture. In the first, second and third instars 

the larvae were found to be carnivorous, feeding on the coccids, including the white, popcorn-like 

egg packets laid by the female coccids. Larvae, in the first three instars, were found in the field 

living among the colonies of coccids on the grass blades and appeared to be completely ignored 

by the A. custodiens ants that were tending the coccids. By the end of the third instar the larvae 

were grass-green in colour and about six mm in length. Following the third moult the early fourth 

instar larvae were dark brown in colour. In captivity, fourth instar larvae refused to feed on the 

coccids on which they had fed in the previous three instars, and wandered off the grass stems. 

Independent observations by both authors showed that fourth stage larvae, when placed in the 

arena of a formicarium containing a colony of A. custodiens, appeared to seek the entrance to the 

ant nest. On finding the entrance, larvae crawled into the nest unhindered, and were ignored by 

the ants. Once inside the nest larvae appeared to elicit only cursory examinations from the ants, 
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even when they were resting in close proximity to the ant brood in the nest chamber. Larvae were 

observed either wandering around the arena, or resting inside the ants' nest. There was no 

apparent temporal pattern regarding the location of the larvae; larvae were found both inside and 

outside the nest at different times of the day and night. We were unable to ascertain the diet of the 

fourth stage larvae. They were not observed to feed on either ant brood inside the nest, or on 

coccids placed in the arena, and died within a few days of being introduced into the formicarium.  

 

Discussion: A number of intriguing questions regarding the life history of Thestor basutus remain 

to be answered. What acts as the oviposition cue for females? From field observations that have 

been made by one of us (MCW) the plant itself appears to be unimportant. Eggs were seen to be 

laid on plants belonging to three families (Poaceae, Labiateae and Fabaceae) in the present 

study, and have also been recorded as being laid on a plant species belonging to the family 

Asteraceae (Dickson 1954). Since the larvae are carnivorous, at least in their early instars, this is 

not unexpected. Homopteran-derived oviposition cues would, on the other hand, be expected to 

be important but in the present study eggs were often laid some distance from the grass-feeding 

coccids and were also laid on plants on which no Homoptera could be found. Dickson (1953) 

observed females of Thestor dicksoni Riley ovipositing on dead plant material, near to the 

entrance holes of nests of A. custodiens ants, but did not mention the presence of homopterans. 

In the present study eggs were invariably laid on plants on which workers of A. custodiens were 

present, irrespective of whether homopterans were infesting these plants or not. Additionally there 

seemed to be a direct interaction between ovipositing females and the ants, the latter often 

attacking the females as they tried to oviposit. It would therefore appear that, under natural 

conditions, the presence of A. custodiens ants acts as the essential oviposition cue for females of 

T. basutus (and perhaps other species of Thestor) and that the species of plant, and the 

homopterans on which the larvae feed, are relatively unimportant. In genera of the subfamily 

Miletinae, other than Thestor, there is some evidence that oviposition cues are homopteran 

derived (Cottrell 1984). If this is, in fact, the case for these genera then the ant derived cues for 

oviposition in Thestor suggest an evolutionary advance from the homopteran-derived cues used 

by other genera. Attempts to feed captive females in this study were unsuccessful because the 

proboscis was found to be rudimentary. Furthermore, there appear to be no substantiated field 

observations of adults of species of Thestor actually feeding. In the closely-related miletine genus 

Lachnocnema adults are known to imbibe honeydew from homopteran insects (Pringle et al. 

1994). This type of feeding behaviour has not been observed in any species of Thestor. A 

captured female T. basutus capeneri survived for two weeks, without feeding, in the present study. 

It may be that if the diet of the larvae is rich in both protein and fat it is able to provide the imago 

with sufficient nutrients to make adult feeding unnecessary. The nature of the diet of the later 

larval instar(s) is unknown. In our laboratory set-up, early fourth stage larvae did not feed on either 

coccids or ant brood. Further investigations are in progress in an attempt to answer this question. 

Clark & Dickson (1960, 1971) described only four larval instars for T. basutus basutus and 

regarded the fourth instar to be the final one. At the beginning of the fourth instar the larva 

measures only about six mm in length. Judging by the lengths attained by the final instar larvae of 

lycaenids of comparable size the larva of T. basutus, before pupation, would be expected to reach 

at least 20 mm in order to give rise to a full-sized imago. This would represent an increase in 

length of over 230% during the fourth instar (6 to 20 mm). In the preceding three instars the length 

of the larva increases by less than 100% between each moult (Williams, unpublished data). It is 

very likely, therefore, that there are normally at least five, perhaps even six, larval instars in all. If 

this is the case then all the early stages, for any species of Thestor, have not yet been described. 

In earlier investigations of the life history (Clark & Dickson 1960), it was observed that females of 

Thestor basutus basutus oviposited on Vernonia natalensis and that larvae, in their early instars, 

preyed on Psyllidae. In the present study females of T. basutus capeneri were found to lay their 
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eggs mainly on grasses, and the larvae fed on Coccidae. These differences may merely reflect 

ecological versatility within the species, or they may be an indication that the two subspecies of T. 

basutus are, in fact, distinct species. Comparative studies are necessary in order to settle this 

taxonomic problem. 
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