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Welcome to September’s newsletter! 
 
A reminder that this year’s LepSoc Africa Conference will be held in Knysna on Sat 16 and Sun 17 
November. Please contact Dave Edge (orachrysops@gmail.com) to confirm your attendance.  
 
For those of you looking for accommodation in Knysna, Dave forwarded the flowing link: 
 

Places to stay in Knysna 
 
We have found, at recent LepSoc Africa Conferences, that presentation of the annual reports of 
various LSA officers takes up most, if not all, of the three-hours that have traditionally been 
allocated to the Annual General Meeting. At last year’s conference in Hermannsburg, there was 
dissatisfaction about the time available for general discussion among members present at the 
meeting. 
 
This year, we are going to do it differently!  
Using the approach that has been adopted by the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 
(Entsocsa), the reports of office bearers will be circulated to the entire LepSoc Africa membership 
at least two weeks before the AGM. At the AGM, a condensed summary of the various reports will 
be presented for ratification, following which there will be a brief discussion. 
 
Significant issues, that require resolution at the AGM, should be raised by LSA members prior to 
the meeting and the salient points submitted for discussion under Matters Arising. 

 
Missing Links… 
 

A few people pointed out that a couple of the links in July’s newsletter didn’t work. I’ve corrected 

this below: 

Colotis ungemachi  

Arnold Schultze 

Steve Collins noted that, in July’s newsletter, I’d correctly captioned a photo from Sudheer 

Kommana as Baliochila hildegarda, but that this species is not found in Ghana as I’d indicated.  

Sudheer in fact took the picture in Tanzania.   
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Dr Martin Krüger 
16 Oct 1964 to 24 July 2019 

 

By now most of you will have heard of the death, at a relatively young age, 

of Martin Krüger. 

Martin, the only professional lepidopterist on the African Continent, was in 

charge of Lepidoptera at the Ditsong National Museum of Natural History 

in Pretoria (formerly, the Transvaal Museum). He was the last in a proud 

tradition of great curators at the museum, which included Georges van 

Son and Lajos Vári. 

In terms of descriptions of African Lepidoptera, Martin was the most 

productive worker the world has ever seen: he published in excess of 500 

papers. 

A moving memorial to Martin was held at the Pretoria Botanical Gardens on 1 August. Hermann 

Staude read a selection of eulogies from Martin’s friends and acquaintances from around the 

world. I’ve attached an example, below, from Steve Woodhall: 

Martin was almost the perfect English stereotype of the quintessential German. Compact, 

slim, blond and ultra-precise in everything he did and said. But he also gave the lie to that 

stereotype. Martin was warm, generous, helpful, funny in a wry, dry kind of way. And 

tremendous company. I treasure the memories of times he and I sat up late at LepSoc 

Africa events, putting the world to rights. He gave me a lot of great advice with my book 

projects. He was never too busy for a chat, which often got intense, in the nicest possible 

way. And he was a real boon to African lepidoptery - a living, breathing top expert right here 

on our doorstep. His passing is a terrible loss, both personally and professionally. I regret 

not being able to see much of him in recent years, since I moved to Durban. 

Steve Woodhall 

Martin may be gone, but his legacy will live on… 
 

Campbell Robert Smith  
1951–2019 

 

Campbell Smith was employed as an entomologist at London’s 

Natural History Museum for 35 years, during which time he worked on 

various catalogues, curated parts of the museum collections, and 

contributed to the output of several research groups. In 2009 he took 

early retirement to look after his widowed father. His sudden and 

unexpected death on 11th March 2019 came as a shock to former 

museum staff and various entomologists around the world, 

acknowledging his loss with sorrow mixed with good memories of this 

most amiable colleague and friend. 

Campbell Smith 

  

https://nl.pensoft.net/article/37808/
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Dr Peter Cowan 
16 August 2019 

 

Peter Cowan, an International member of LepSoc Africa based in Colchester, UK, died 

unexpectedly on 16 August. 

Peter was an arid regions wildlife specialist and had lived and worked in Libya, Kuwait, Yemen 

and Oman.  

Peter is survived by his wife, Elaine. 

 

Nagoya Protocol 

Ian Richardson and I were investigating a new DNA barcoding project. We have been advised not 

to proceed with this, pending resolution of the following: 

The Nagoya Protocol (The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and 

Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization to the Convention on Biological 

Diversity) was adopted on 29 October 2010 in Nagoya, Japan, and proclaimed on 12 October 

2014. It has been ratified by more than one hundred parties, including South Africa and the 

European Union. 

An objective of the agreement is to ensure that countries have access to the data and exploitation 

of genetic resources contained within their borders. It was presumably intended to cover 

commercial exploitation of DNA rather than scientific study, but unfortunately there is a great deal 

of confusion regarding this and the Protocol is currently creating an impediment (and even a legal 

barrier) to bona-fide scientific research. 

Hermann Staude has volunteered to be LepSoc Africa’s advisor regarding the Nagoya Protocol 

and will engage with SANBI in an attempt to resolve the situation and to create clear guidelines for 

us.  

This has major implications for BED and the Aloeides Project. 

 

Dragonfly Book 
 

LepSoc Africa members, Michèle and Warwick Tarboton, have 

produced an updated edition of their book Dragonflies and 

Damselflies of South Africa. 

 

Why not keep an eye out for these amazing insects while you 

are in the field? This book is the perfect reference. 

Among other outlets, the book may be ordered online from 

Macro for R248. 

Dragonflies and Damselflies of South Africa 

 

  

https://www.makro.co.za/books/non-fiction/politics-current-affairs/natural-history-animal-wild/a-guide-to-the-dragonflies-damselflies-of-south-africa/p/afbe81e7-f77e-4d88-b4d4-52a1dc801991?gclid=Cj0KCQjwsvrpBRCsARIsAKBR_0J9G54yZH4wsxgLjZdRJgWqUg-61orEDavpC4qCrPfQeq7VmpDviYoaAsZTEALw_wcB
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Museums and biodiversity conservation 
 

Steve Collins forwarded me a booklet, produced by “Curating Tomorrow”, which is aimed at 

ecologists, conservation scientists, wildlife managers, biodiversity and environmental records 

workers, environmental policy makers, and museum workers. It is intended to be useful for both 

nature conservation and museum sectors, to promote a common understanding of the potential of 

natural history collections, to support their effective use and development, and, most importantly, 

to conserve global biodiversity. 

 

Museums and biodiversity conservation  
 

Storage of Lepidoptera collections (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

As noted in July’s newsletter, there is an urgent need for LepSoc Africa to find a storage facility for 

Lepidoptera specimens. I haven’t yet managed to take this any further, but to reiterate, there are 

two options that we could look at: 

 

1. The minimum requirement would be approximately 500 m2 of industrial storage space 

(enough to contain about 1 million specimens and twice this with racking), with an office 

component for deliveries and sorting and a study and toilet. We would need to appoint a 

permanent manager / curator, whose job description would include looking after the 

specimens, sorting and cataloguing the collection and coordinating visits by researchers.  

2. The ultimate goal would be the construction of a national Butterfly Centre. The ABRI 

collection could possibly be purchased and with this and other collections, we would hold 

the largest and most comprehensive collection of African Lepidoptera anywhere in the 

world. 

In addition to the storage component (say 1 500 m2), the Centre could have a public display 

area, a bookshop, a photographic gallery and possibly a butterfly flight-house and a 

restaurant.  

I appeal to all members of LepSoc Africa to think carefully about this pressing issue and to get 

back to me with any ideas or suggestions. 

 

Ian Engelbrecht of SANBI is preparing a code of practice for curation of museum specimens, 

which will be complete early next year. This will be an important reference for the proposed new 

butterfly centre. 

 

Geometrid Phylogeny 
 
An excellent recent paper on geometrid phylogeny has been published in PeerJ by a team of 
authors including LepSoc Africa members Hermann Staude and Pasi Sihvonen. 
 

Geometrid Phylogeny  

 

  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/49ebi4scs96p87n/Museum%20Collections%20and%20Biodiversity%20Conservation%202019.pdf?dl=0
https://peerj.com/articles/7386/
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Recent trends in butterfly-abundance  
(Jeremy Dobson and Fanie Rautenbach) 
 
The Butterfly Index (refer to FEATURES) is into its second year and I hope this will continue to 
provide a live commentary as to how our butterflies are faring. 
 
Fanie Rautenbach has been perusing the Virtual Museum 
data and has discovered some very interesting facts: 
 
African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene) 
There are more records post 2000 (3350) than pre 2000 
(850) and this is also reflected in the number of Quarter 
Degree Sectors (QDS) (593 versus 223).  
I believe this is the most common butterfly on the Highveld 
these days; during the SABCA Gauteng surveys (10-years 
ago) it was in third place and twenty years ago I don’t think 
it would have made the top 5.  
This is one butterfly that is finding the new world-order very 
much to its liking. 
 
Vivid Pierrot (Tarucus thespis) 
There are less records post 2000 (528) compared to pre 
2000 (638), although the butterfly has been recorded in 
more QDS's (118 versus 91).  
 
Acara Acraea (Acraea (Acraea) acara acara) 
As for Tarucus thespis above, this butterfly appears to be getting scarcer, despite significantly 
increasing its distribution. 
There are 285 records post 2000 compared to 715 before 2000. In spite of an expansion of 
territory into the Eastern cape there are less QDS records post 2000 (100) compared to pre 2000 
(133).  
 
Natal Opal (Chrysoritis natalensis) 
Significantly less records post 2000 (74) versus pre 2000 (328). Also less QDS's post 2000 (17) 
versus pre 2000 (38). 
 
Saffron Sapphire (Iolaus (Aphniolaus) pallene)  
Significantly less records post 2000 (39) versus pre 2000 (271). Also less QDS's post 2000 (16) vs 
pre 2000 (53) 
 
Cape Point 
13 butterflies out of an historical checklist of 36 species (36%) have not been seen within the Cape 
Point sector this century. This is a startling statistic for an area which hasn’t been subjected to 
insecticides, alien vegetation or urban development. The only possible reason I can think of why 
more than one-third of the butterflies have disappeared is climate change. 
 
Tygerberg  
The Tygerberg hills used to be home to five Chrysoritis species (Opals). Since 2000, only C. 
zonarius has been found. 
 
 
 
 

VM chart indicating the dramatic increase in 
numbers and distribution range of Junonia hierta 

cebrene this century, within South Africa 
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Butterfly Evening 
 

Hermann Staude hosted a Butterfly Evening at Ruimsig Country 

Club on 11 July. 

The talk focussed on the Papilionoidea, which should have been 

familiar to most of those in attendance… 

 

As a result of research carried out by the Caterpillar Rearing 

Group (CRG), Hermann has collected a lot of interesting data 

regarding which plant families are utilized by various groups of 

butterflies. 

 

In addition, Hermann highlighted how recent molecular biology is increasing our understanding of 

evolutionary relationships. For example, based on DNA analysis, there is evidence that the 

Hedylidae (a group of 35 species of Lepidoptera from America), should be included in 

Papilionoidea. Conversely, it would be illogical to exclude Hesperiidae, which are embedded in 

Papilionoidea as strongly as Papilionidae are. 

 

Hermann forwarded me two papers regarding this subject, which are well worth reading: 

Elusive ditrysian phylogeny: an account of combining systematized morphology with 

molecular data (Lepidoptera) 

Maria Heikkilä, Marko Mutanen, Niklas Wahlberg, Pasi Sihvonen and Lauri Kaila 

Phylogeny and Evolution of Lepidoptera 

 

Charles Mitter, Donald R. Davis and Michael P. Cummings 
 

 

An extract from the former paper is attached below: 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/284278300_Elusive_ditrysian_phylogeny_An_account_of_combining_systematized_morphology_with_molecular_data_Lepidoptera
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/284278300_Elusive_ditrysian_phylogeny_An_account_of_combining_systematized_morphology_with_molecular_data_Lepidoptera
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/310587666_Phylogeny_and_Evolution_of_Lepidoptera
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Septembers’ Butterfly Evening will feature the Gelechioidea. 

 

Highveld Branch Winter Braai 
 

André Coetzer arranged a meeting of the Highveld Butterfly Club 

(Gauteng, Free State and North West provinces) on 20 July. The 

event was hosted at Jan Praet’s house in Linden, Johannesburg. 

 

Jan delivered a presentation on Gardening for Butterflies and a 

good time was had by all. 

 

André has also initiated a WhatsApp Group for HBC members. 

 

  

Evolutionary 
branch of 
Papilionoidea 

Jan Praet addressing the HBC 
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Fourth Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop 

 

Planning is underway for the next expedition, which will be held 
in Gabon in November 2020. 
 
A First Notification and Registration Form has been circulated:  
 

First Notification 

  
Registration Form 

 
All available places for the Workshop have already been taken, 
but if you are interested in the expedition and haven’t yet 
submitted an entry form, please do so: it is likely that one or two 
people currently on the list won’t be able to make it. Entries will 
be treated on a first come – first served basis. 
 
Costs will have been finalized and research permits acquired 
before deposits are called for in July next year. 
 

Mark Williams has been trying out new techniques for the 
images in Afrotropical Butterflies – these pictures are an example. 

 
LepSoc Africa Transcribing Project  
 

As noted in May’s newsletter, the members of LepSoc Africa hold a considerable amount of 

original letters, notes and other memorabilia, related to African Lepidoptera and African 

lepidopterists. 

 

At the suggestion of Silvia Kirkman, I’d like to initiate a formal scanning and archiving project, to 

preserve these unique documents. We hope to scan and, using specialized software, transcribe 

handwritten notes into editable text. The work will be fully cross-referenced and, once complete, 

should become a very interesting and valuable resource. There may be a publishing opportunity in 

future. 

 

I appeal for a volunteer to assist with this undertaking: assume at this stage that there will be no 

salary, although full recognition will be awarded and all costs will be borne by LSA. Although not 

essential, it would probably assist if applicants are reasonably familiar with the scientific names of 

South African butterflies. 

 
 

  

http://metamorphosis.org.za/lists/lt.php?id=LEkJVw1MDF0eCV8EBw
http://metamorphosis.org.za/lists/lt.php?id=LEkJVwxMDF0eCV8EBw
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Thestor strutti (Andrew Morton) 
 

The Wolseley Skolly (Thestor strutti) has not been seen for a few years. Andrew Morton 
decided to go and look for it… 

 
August 21st dawned sunny and warm, a nice change from the typical Cape winter weather we’ve 
experienced this year. Myself, Graham Henning, Fanie Rautenbach and Len McLeod 
rendezvoused at Butterfly World where we had a good catch up with the owner, Esther Van Der 
Westhuizen.  
  
We then set off for the famous ‘twin-peaks’ that overlook 
Wolseley from the old Kleitjieskraal forestry station. My previous 
fears of the logging trucks careering down the single lane gravel 
road at the same time as one ascends in a little sedan have 
since dissipated, as the forests are now all gone and Cape 
Nature has taken over managing the area. 
  
One would have thought the lack of pine plantations and the 
care of Nature Conservation would have improved this butterfly’s 
odds of thriving, but we had not seen here, at the type locality, 
for about 5 years. 
  
We parked, grabbed cameras, nets and water, and set off up the mountain making our way toward 
the ‘twin-peaks’. There was no snow on the mountains to the east as there often is, but the ground 
was wet and the sky was blue and we brimmed with optimism. 
 

We had been there for about half an hour but had found none in 
all the usual places. 
Fanie and I started theorizing about the butterfly’s demise when 
one fluttered by! We decided to follow it with the hope of it 
stirring others and were rewarded with no less than 6 whirling 
about on the rocky slope. We called across the valley to 
Graham, and unfortunately in his enthusiastic scramble to cross 
the rocky valley he sprained his ankle; however the site of the 
gambolling Thestors soon eased his pain. 
  
We saw no more than 6 or 7 specimens for the rest of our time 

on the mountain slope and I hope that the end of the drought may lead to increased numbers in 
the seasons to come. There may be other places nearby where it flies, and now that we have 
located it again we will endeavour to find it elsewhere!  
 

Acraeinae of Uganda 
 

Steve Collins has highlighted the following book, by Dominique Bernaud, 

Jean-Pierre Lequeux and Mathias Ziraye which may be obtained from 

NHBS for £93.99. 

 

Acraeinae of Uganda 

  

Thestor strutti 
Kleitjieskraal, Western Cape 

(Fanie Rautenbach) 

Thestor strutti 
Kleitjieskraal, Western Cape 

(Fanie Rautenbach) 

https://www.nhbs.com/acraeinae-of-uganda-lepidoptera-nymphalidae-book
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Moths of Africa (Hermann Hacker) 
 
In February 2019 the first volume of the book-series Moths of Africa was 
released. The book is a review of the African Boletobiinae and includes 
descriptions of 4 genera, 266 species and 7 subspecies new to science. 
 
Compiled, primarily, by Hermann Hacker, the book includes input from 
Ralf Fiebig and Dirk Stadie, whom many of you will remember from last 
year’s Madagascar Workshop. 
 
It isn’t cheap (€162), but according to Hermann Staude, this book is one 
of the most important works on African Lepidoptera to be produced in 
recent years.  
 

Moths of Africa 
 

 
Indonesian Idyll 
 
Chris Dobson was on holiday in Bali and surrounding islands in August… 
 

 Komodo Dragon 
Komodo Island 

Padar Island 
Komodo National Park 

Belenois java 
Labuan Bajo, Flores 

Elimnias casiphone 
Ubud, Bali 

Pink Beach 
Komodo National Park 

http://esperiana.net/vol-1.html
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Communication with LepSoc Africa members 
 

In an attempt to resolve the “spam” problem (a large percentage of emails sent using the bulk-

mailer end up in our member’s spam folders), LSA intend to circulate most non-membership 

related correspondence through the branch chairman. 

This should also make the correspondence more personal and add a regional touch. Would 

everyone please check that they have their relevant branch chairman’s email address in their 

contacts list? This is a common reason why emails get blocked. 

From our side, we will try and keep distribution lists small, avoid the gratuitous use of capital 

letters (another red-flag apparently) and avoid including attachments, if at all possible. 

 

Permits 
 

LepSoc Africa members in good standing will soon be able to apply, online, to be included on 

provincial research-permits.  

Further details to follow shortly. 

 

Subscription reduction for new members 
 

LepSoc Africa Council have resolved that subscriptions, for new members, will be discounted by 

50% after 30 June each year.  

As you know, annual subs are due on 01 January. To encourage new members to enrol during the 

latter months of the year, membership is available at half-price between 1 July and 31 December; 

thereafter normal rates apply. 

 

Members Cards for LepSoc Africa members 
 

LepSoc Africa council have prepared Membership Cards for all paid-up members of the Society. 

The cards will be produced on 01 July each year and will be distributed to our members as quickly 

as possible. Although LSA subscriptions are due on 01 January, we have made the cards valid 

until 30 June the following year. The reasons for this are as follows: 

 

• As it will take a month or two to circulate the cards, we considered it wasn’t a great benefit 

to receive a card in say, October, which then expires on 31 December. 

 

• We are trying to implement permit cycles with the various 

provinces, which run from 01 July to 30 June the following 

year; this is to coincide with the butterfly season. The 

Member Cards will become a form of identification, linked 

to the permits. 
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German Branch for LepSoc Africa 

In terms of numbers, Germany is the fifth largest branch of LepSoc Africa, behind Highveld, 

KwaZulu-Natal, Western Cape and the United Kingdom. 

LepSoc Africa have appointed Michael Ochse as our German branch chairman: Michael’s role is 

to promote LSA and Metamorphosis in Germany and to be our regional representative, assisting 

with the distribution of Metamorphosis and other documents posted to this country. 

We wish Michael every success with this new venture! 

diehl.ochse@t-online.de 

 

Brenton Blue – Wanted Poster 
 

There were no sightings of the Brenton Blue (Orachrysops niobe) last season; this was despite 

regular visits to the Brenton Blue reserve by Dave and Hanna Edge. 

Dave has produced a “Wanted” poster, which he hopes to distribute as widely as possible, to 

encourage people to look out for this critically endangered species. The Brenton Blue Trust has 

put up a R20 000 reward for the person who is able to re-discover this butterfly – the Monday after 

this year’s LepSoc Africa Conference will be dedicated to searches within suitable habitat between 

Wilderness and Nature's Valley and in the Brenton area. 

 

Brenton Blue - Wanted Poster 

 

Butterflies of the Kruger Park 
 

André van Tonder (the late Herbert Otto's nephew) is arranging a new print run of Herbert’s book 
Butterflies of the Kruger Park. 
 
Funds need to be available before printing, so if you are interested, please pay R518.61 per copy 
to the account below. This is the estimated price, based on 40 copies.  
 
André Van Tonder 
ABSA Cheque: 4083636941 
Branch code (universal): 632005 
 
Please send a proof of payment to the following email address, which can also be used for 
inquiries and correspondence:  
 
avantonder01@gmail.com 
 
As a reference, include your name and the number of copies required, for example: 
 
2 J Dobson 
 
All copies will be delivered from the printer to a single address in Pretoria; any additional delivery 
costs will be for your account. If required, André will organize postage of books to a final 
destination, or you can arrange to collect your copies from Pretoria. 
 

mailto:diehl.ochse@t-online.de
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d16kqrjygt4sivw/Brenton%20Blue%20-%20Wanted%20Poster.pdf?dl=0
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2019/ABN%202019%20-%205/avantonder01@gmail.com
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Spotless Policeman (Mark Liptrot) 

 

Mark Liptrot recently found the Spotless Policemen (Coeliades 

libeon) at Kloof Conservancy. 

 

This is the first photograph of the butterfly lodged with the Virtual 

Museum from the Durban area and only the second VM record 

that Mark could find for this quarter-degree cell. 

 

The previous record was from no less a figure than James Henry 

Bowker, listed as Queensburgh, 14 Feb 1885! 

 

 

 

Nimba Mountains (Szabolcs Sáfián) 

Safi recently reminisced about the Nimbas on Facebook… 

In June and July I had the chance to climb the Nimba Mountains twice, which would be attempted 

even by a below-average mountaineer, but is still the third highest mountains in West Africa with 

its highest peak Mount Richard Molard (1752 m). Interesting that I have spent over a year in the 

Nimbas, which is shared between Liberia, Ivory Coast and Guinea, but have never needed to 

climb it; all previous field work was to areas easily accessible by off-road vehicles.  

The Nimbas are a single ridge mountain range, more than 40 km long, a large proportion of which 

is a huge block of iron (65-85% grade iron ore). The foothills are covered by lowland rainforest and 

edaphic savannah, upland forests cover the lower slopes, while above 1350-1500 m there are mist 

forests and high altitude gallery forests. The highest peaks are covered by mountain grasslands. 

Nimba is the source of the River Cavally, which is the border river between Liberia and Ivory 

Coast, flowing into the Atlantic Ocean.  

The Nimbas are very old and full of endemic (and sub-endemic) plants and animal species. 

Notable are the Nimba Otter-shrew and the viviparous Nimba Toad. Several endemic butterflies 

are also known from the Nimbas, including the recently described Junonia agnesberenyiae. The 

landscape is beautiful, it is totally magical to watch down from the ridge or the summits to the 

forests of lower slopes or the clouds that slowly move deep down... 

 

 

  



14 
 

Food for thought 
 

Dr Barbara van Asch, a lecturer of genetics at Stellenbosch University, is working on a project 

titled "Edible Insects of South Africa". 

This project has three main aims:  

• To use an integrated approach based on DNA barcoding 

and morphological identification for compiling a catalogue 

of a wide range of edible insect species 

• To investigate the phylogenetic relationships among 

South African Saturniidae moths, a neglected taxonomic 

group that includes many of the edible caterpillar species 

selected for this project 

• To assess the diversity and phylogeographic structure of  

Gonimbrasia belina (mopane worm), the most important 

edible insect in South Africa 

 

This project will contribute to improving the knowledge of edible insects in South Africa. The 

special focus on edible caterpillars, especially the mopane worm, will allow for the identification of 

biodiversity hotspots, and assist in the definition of sustainable harvesting levels and repopulation 

strategies. This will benefit their conservation and the nutrition, food security and livelihoods of 

rural communities. 

Barbara has appealed to the members of LepSoc Africa for assistance in obtaining samples of the 

following species of lepidoptera. She is looking for fresh material, which should be stored in plastic 

envelopes in your deep freeze – further information to follow in November’s newsletter! 

Brahmaeidae 

Dactyloceras lucina (Drury, 1872) 

Erebidae 

Sphingomorpha chlorea (Cramer, 1777) 

Eupterotidae 

Hemijana variegata (Rothschild, 1917) 

Geometridae  

Petovia marginata Walker, 1854 

Lasiocampidae 

Bombycomorpha pallida (Distant, 1897) 

Gonometa postica (Walker, 1855)  

Sphingidae 

Agrius convolvuli (L.)  

Saturniidae 

Argema mimosae (Boisduval, 1847) 

Aurivillius aratus (Westwood, 1849) 

Bunaea alcinoe (Stoll, 1870) 

Bunaeopsis arabella (Aurivillius, 1893) 

Cinabra hyperbius (Westwood, 1881) 

Cinabra bracteata (Distant, 1897) 

Cirina forda (Westwood, 1849) 

Decachorda fulvia (Druce, 1886) 

Eochroa trimenii Felder, 1875 

Epiphora pygmaea (Bouvier, 1929) 

Epiphora mythimnia (Westwood, 1849) 

Gonimbrasia belina (Westwood, 1886) 

Gonimbrasia tyrrhea (Cramer 1775) 

Gonimbrasia zambesina (Walker, 1865) 

Goodia kuntzei (Dewitz, 1881) 

Gynanisa maja (Klug, 1836) 

Heniocha dyops (Rogenhofer, 1891) 

Heniocha marnois (Rogenhofer, 1891) 

Heniocha apollonia (Cramer, 1782) 

Holocerina smilax (Westwood, 1849) 

Ludia delegorguei (Boisduval, 1847) 

Ludia goniata Rothschild, 1907 

Ludia orinoptena Karsch, 1893 

Melanocera menippe (Westwood, 1849) 

Melanocera dargei Terral, 1991 

Micragone cana (Aurivillius, 1893) 

Nudaurelia anna (Maassen and Weymer, 1885) 

Nudaurelia carnegiei (Janse, 1918) 

Nudaurelia cytherea (Fabricius, 1775) 

Nudaurelia gueinzi (Staudinger, 1872) 

Nudaurelia macrothyris (Rothschild, 1906) 

Nudaurelia wahlbergi (Boisduval, 1847) 

Pseudaphelia apollinaris (Boisduval, 1847) 

Pselaphelia flavivitta (Walker, 1862) 

Pseudobunaea irius (Fabricius, 1793) 

Pseudobunaea tyrrhena (Westwood, 1849) 

Tagoropsis flavinata (Walker, 1865) 

Tagoropsis hanningtoni (Butler, 1883) 

Usta terpsichore (Maassen and Weyding, 1885) 

Urota sinope (Westwood, 1849) 

Usta wallengrenii (C. Felder and R. Felder, 1859) 

Vegetia dewitzi (Maassen and Weymer, 1886) 

Vegetia ducalis Jordan, 1922 

Vegetia grimmia (Geyer, 1831) 
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Khuluma magazine 

 

Christopher Willis forwarded me the following article, which was included in the August 2019 

edition of Kulula’s in-flight magazine, Khuluma: 
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Gaudy Commodore (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

The Gaudy Commodore (Precis octavia) is widespread in the Afrotropical region; the local 

subspecies, the Eastern Gaudy Commodore (Precis octavia sesamus) is found in most countries 

south of the Congo and is distributed throughout the eastern and northern parts of South Africa. 

This butterfly exhibits extreme seasonal dimorphism, to such an extent that it was once thought to 

be two different species. Not only are the colours different (the dry season form is blue and the wet 

season form pinkish-red), but the two forms have very different behaviour. 

Transitional forms are sometimes found and Steve Woodhall photographed a fine example of this 

in Durban in July. 

 

Precis were at one stage lumped with Junonia, but molecular studies have conclusively shown 

that, not only are they distinct genera, but that they are not even particularly closely related: the 

closest relatives to Precis are Hypolimnas. 

Unlike Junonia, which can be found throughout the year, Precis diapause as adults during the 

winter months, as their larval foodplants (various Plectranthus species) die back in this period. 

Overwintering adults (form sesamus) emerge from their shelters in spring to find mates and to lay 

eggs; the resulting second-brood emerge in summer as form natalensis; autumn / late summer 

emergences are of form sesamus; these adults do not mate or lay eggs until the following spring. 

The effects of temperature on early stages and the resulting genetic variations in the adult 

butterflies was studied by Len McLeod (METAMORPHOSIS VOL. 18, No. 2 June 2007). Warm 

temperatures during the pupal phase result in form natalensis; cold temperatures tend to produce 

form sesamus and fluctuating temperatures may result in form transiens. 

 

Afrotropical Butterflies 

 

  

Precis octavia sesamus 
Form natalensis 
(Steve Woodhall) 

Precis octavia sesamus 
Form sesamus 

(Steve Woodhall) 

Precis octavia sesamus 
Form transiens 

(Steve Woodhall) 
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Dickson’s disappearing butterfly 
 

Dickson’s Strandveld Opal (Chrysoritis dicksoni) - Oxychaeta 

dicksoni as it was formally known - was discovered near 

Melkbosstrand on the Cape west coast by Charles Dickson in 

1946. 

 

The butterfly is single-brooded and its flight period has been 

recorded from late July to early September, although not 

continuously throughout this window. Its taxonomy was revised 

by Alan Heath in 1997 -  the butterfly is now grouped with the 

Opals (Chrysoritis). 

 

This species gradually disappeared from Melkbosstrand and other west coast localities, but a 

strong colony remained at Pella, near Mamre, before also disappearing from this site in the mid-

nineties, for reasons unknown. 

 

In 1979 a couple of specimens were found near the town of Witsand, on the south Cape coast, 

almost 250 km away from the west coast localities as a crow flies; once more, C dicksoni 

disappeared. Finally, the butterfly was found a few kilometres inland from Witsand by Ernest 

Pringle in 1990. This colony - the Westfield site - is now the only known place where Dickson’s 

Strandveld Opal may still be found. 

 

During the SABCA project the butterfly was assessed as 

Critically Endangered by Silvia Kirkman. As such, it is included 

in the COREL project, with Dave Edge as its custodian. 

The life history of C. dicksoni was described by Clarke and 

Dickson in 1971; further refinements to our knowledge were 

added by Heath & Brinkman (1995) and Giliomee & Edge 

(2015). The butterfly is dependent on Crematogaster peringueyi 

ants and, indirectly, on scale insects. Eggs are laid singly on 

various plants, but caterpillars have never been recorded eating 

leaves. The larvae are cuckoo–parasites: ants collect honeydew 

secretions from scale insects and feed the caterpillars through trophallaxis (mouth to mouth 

feeding of the butterfly larva by individual ants). The distribution of the butterfly is considerably less 

extensive than that of the ant, or of the associated scale-insects.  

The Westfield site is being managed by the Brenton Blue Trust, Stellenbosch University and 

CapeNature. Dave Edge reports that during a site visit on 1 September the butterfly was doing 

extremely well with over 10 subpopulations spread across the protected area and the privately 

owned neighbouring farm with a total estimate of over 60 individuals. Good progress has been 

made with removal of alien Rooikrans trees in the protected area, with some 80% of the area 

cleared. Also recorded were: Chrysoritis thysbe, C. chrysaor, C. pyroeis, Pseudonympha magus, 

Cassionympha perissinottoi, Tarucus thespis, Phasis thero, Vanessa cardui and Pontia helice.  

CapeNature and Stellenbosch University have agreed to sign a contract formally protecting the 

Westfield habitat of this enigmatic butterfly. We don’t want any more disappearances… 

 

Chrysoritis dicksoni (mating pair) 
Reinier Terblanche 

Chrysoritis dicksoni  
Jeremy Dobson 
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Butterfly hunt in Limpopo, Mpumalanga and Eswatini – 7 to 23 May 
2019 (Mark Liptrot) 
 
Trip Summary 
 
A. The following places were visited for butterfly photography on this trip: 

1. Pretoriuskop Rest Camp, Kruger National Park (KNP), Mpumalanga 

2. Oliphants Rest Camp, KNP, Limpopo 

3. Skukuza area (Lake Panic & nursery), 

4. Mopani Rest Camp, KNP, Limpopo 

5. Shengwedzi rest Camp, KNP, Limpopo 

6. Punda Maria Rest Camp, KNP 

7. Haenertsburg grasslands, Limpopo 

8. Nkumi Dam, nr Polokwane, Limpopo 

9. Future School, Masemola, nr Polokwane, Limpopo 

10. St Brendan’s School, Bandalierkop, Limpopo 

11. PAX School, nr Polokwane, Limpopo 

12. Glen Cowie HS, Jane Furse, Limpopo 

13. Bundu Lodge, nr White River, Mpumalanga 

14. Gobolondlo Mountain & Phophonyane Falls area, eSwatini 

B. Number of species recorded: 140 
 
C. Number of ADU records: 332 
 
D. Number of new records previously not recorded from the relevant locus: 134 
 
E. Number of Personal Lifers: 15 
 
The areas visited showed great potential for the discovery of new species at the various loci, as 
shown by the above results. Some pictures follow, and the species lists are in a separate 
attachment. 
 
Thanks are due to my good wife Cecily Salmon who works 
mainly with rural schools, allowing me the opportunity to 
support her work with the Solon Foundation, and visit areas 
off the beaten track. Also thanks must be given to the various 
school principals and project leaders who allowed me free 
access to their properties, namely Kathy Gau (Vusumnotfo 
project, eSwatini); Mrs Sophia Ouma Phala (Glen Cowie HS, 
Jane Furse); Patrick Mogowe (The Future School, Jane 
Furse); Fanwell Ntake (Jane Furse CHS); Raphael Mukachi 
(LEAP School, Jane Furse); Ms Mokgadi Modipa (St Brendan 
HS, Bandelierkop); Mr Ledwaba (PAX College, Polokwane).  
 
Also, thanks to the ADU team at UCT who confirmed the 
identification of the species (and who were good enough to put me right on some, too!) 
 

 
  

African Leopard (Phalanta phalantha 
aethiopica) on Gymnanthemum coloratum 
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Pretoriuskop Rest Camp (Point A) – 7 to 11 May 
 
After leaving Kloof at 05h30, we arrived at Pretoriuskop at 15h15. After parking at reception, I 
noticed that the shrub next to us was a Gymnanthemum coloratum [ = Vernonia colorata] covered 
with moths and butterflies – dozens of individuals, and 25 species in total. A butterfly enthusiast’s 
dream! This shrub was one of several dotted around the rest camp. In fact, we spent the following 
day moseying around camp, taking in the Kruger vibe and racking up the species count of birds 
and butts. The swimming pool area was particularly fruitful. 
Total species count here was 65 over the 4-night stay. Here are some seen in the camp: 
 
                  

 

 
   

 
        
  

Black-branded Swift (Pelopidas mathias 
mathias) 

Mark Liptrot  

Honey Hopper (Platylesches moritili) 
Mark Liptrot 

Black-branded Swift (Pelopidas mathias 
mathias) 

Mark Liptrot  

Rusty Swift (Borbo detecta) 
Mark Liptrot  

Straight-line Sapphire (Iolaus (Argiolaus) 
silarus silarus) 
Mark Liptrot  

Little Acraea (Acraea (Stephenia) axina) 
Mark Liptrot  
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An interesting excursion was to Mathekenyane Koppie, a short 
distance (by Kruger standards!) from Pretoriuskop. Hill-topping 
was evident, and highlights were 5 Charaxes species and Ella’s 
Bar, Cigaritis ella.  

 

 
We did another day trip to the Skukuza area (B on the map) – 
Lake Panic and the well-stocked nearby nursery, the latter yielding 29 species in an hour’s 
foraging, including Bushveld Purple Tip Colotis ione, Natal Bar Cigaritis natalensis, Ragged 
Skipper Caprona pillaana and Clouded Mother-of-pearl, Protogoniomorpha anacardii nebulosa.
  
 

 
  
  

Straight-line Sapphire (Iolaus (Argiolaus) 
silarus silarus). A crab spider has latched 

on to the mating pair 
Mark Liptrot  

Ella’s Bar (Cigaritis ella) 
Mark Liptrot  

Giant Charaxes (Charaxes (Charaxes) 
castor flavifasciatus) 

Mark Liptrot  

Bushveld Purple Tip (Colotis ione) 
Mark Liptrot  

Ragged Skipper (Caprona pillaana) 
Mark Liptrot  

Natal Bar (Cigaritis natalensis) 
Mark Liptrot 
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From Pretoriuskop we exited Kruger through the Malelane gate 
on 11 May, en route to our date with another NGO project in 
eSwatini, ‘Vusumnotfo’, based at Piggs Peak. On the 12th May 
we did the 14km Gobolondlo Mountain Hike, ending up at 
Phophonyane Falls, a ramble that yielded 59 species, including 
another lifer, the Dry-leaf Commodore Precis tugela tugela. 
 
The waterfall is accessed through the Phophonyane Falls Nature 
Reserve, which is a scenic, 600 ha large nature reserve and 
tourist destination near Piggs Peak. It has its entrance at the 
Phophonyane Falls Ecolodge. It has a series of trails through the 
Gobolondlo forest which lead to the 80 m high Phophonyane 
Falls. Well worth a visit just for the tranquil scenery.  
The following day was also productive, with a few hours at a 
mixed farming area, bringing the total species count for the 
Piggs Peak area to 64. 32 of these were new ADU records to the 
locus since 1980. 
 
Bundu Country Lodge, White River - 13 May 2019 
 
This is a pleasant lodge with sprawling grounds – unfortunately 
very dry, so butterflies were in short supply. However, I took a 
stroll to the highest point on the property – a very nice viewpoint 
with some hilltoppers, including Straight-line Sapphire, Iolaus 
silarus silarus; Apricot Playboy, Virachola dinochares; Orange-
barred Playboy, Virachola diocles; Bushveld Charaxes, 
Charaxes achaemenes; Pearl-spotted Charaxes, Charaxes 
jahlusa rex and Twin Dotted Border, Mylothris rueppellii haemus. 
 
Jane Furse and Polokwane Areas, Limpopo 
13 to 16 May and  21 to 23 May 
 
A variety of schools were visited and while Cecily was interacting 
with educationistas, I was cavorting in the school grounds with 
Lepidoptera (plus a short visit to Nkumi Dam). Some of these had extensive ‘wild’ borders (not 
boarders!) that were conducive to the target insect’s dietary requirements. It was possible to get 
an extensive species list after only a couple of hours perambulation, and some of the records were 
first timers for the various loci.  
 
Some of the notable records are shown below: 
  

Dry-leaf Commodore (Precis tugela 
tugela) 

Mark Liptrot  

Southern Twin Dotted Border (Mylothris 
rueppellii haemus) 

Mark Liptrot  
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Silver Bar (Cigaritis phanes) 
Mark Liptrot  

Silver Bar (Cigaritis phanes) 
Mark Liptrot  

Tawny Plain Tiger (Danaus chrysippus 
dorippus) 

Mark Liptrot  

Bush Scarlet (Axiocerses amanga 
amanga) 

Mark Liptrot  

Mashuna Hairtail (Anthene dulcis dulcis) 
Mark Liptrot  

Mashuna Hairtail (Anthene dulcis dulcis) 

Mark Liptrot  

Apricot Playboy (Deudorix dinochares) 

Mark Liptrot  
Dotted Pierrot (Tarucus sybaris sybaris) 

Mark Liptrot  
Variable Swift (Larsenia holtzi) 

Mark Liptrot  
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Haenertsburg Grasslands, Limpopo - 17 May 2019  
(see website http://www.haenertsburg.co.za/frohg) 
 
This is of one of the most threatened South African 
vegetation types, the critically endangered Woodbush 
Granite Grasslands, its associated indigenous forests and 
water catchments. There is a group of environmental 
custodians known as FroHG (Friends of Haenertsburg 
Grasslands) who are passionate about preserving the 
extraordinary biodiversity at the site, with many plants and 
animals occurring nowhere else in the world.  
They also maintain a wonderful 10km-long hiking trail, which 
(to quote from the website) “traverses a critically 
endangered and valuable stretch of mist belt grassland and some forests around the 
Haenertsburg village.  
 
This is one of the few surviving remnants of this grassland type in the area as most of the land has 
been converted to commercial forestry or agriculture.” 
“The grassland contains over 630 species of plants and there are indications that several 
threatened reptiles, mammals and birds also make this their home.  Some red data species, which 
may be seen include Methuen’s Dwarf Gecko, the Blue Swallow and the Wolkberg Zulu Butterfly”. 
Allow at least 4 hours for the trail – I did, and still could have stayed longer – and saw plenty of 
butterfly activity 27 species, including the Black-tipped Acraea, Acraea caldarena caldarena.  
 
 

 

 
  

Black-tipped Acraea (Acraea (Stephenia) 
caldarena caldarena) 

Mark Liptrot  

African Blue Pansy (Junonia orithya 
madagascariensis) 

Mark Liptrot  

Forest Caper White (Belenois zochalia 
zochalia) 

Mark Liptrot  

http://www.haenertsburg.co.za/frohg
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Olifants Rest Camp (Point C) – 17 and 18 May 
 
The beauty of these larger camps in Kruger is the vast walking distances you can achieve within 
the confines of the camp boundary (10 000 steps, anyone?) and the excellent butterfly sightings 
around the flowering flora. The walk around the camp resulted in 34 species, including these 
below: 
 

 

 
 
Shingwedzi Rest Camp (Point E) - 19 May 
 
All too soon it was time to leave Oliphants, and we overnighted at Shingwedzi, after a cooked 
campfire brunch at Mopani Rest Camp (Point ‘D’ on the map). The further north we went, the drier 
the vegetation and the lower the numbers and varieties of butterflies. A mere 10 species gleaned 
from the 2 camps! However, we could not tarry as we needed to exit the Punda Maria gate as 
early as possible on the 20th May… 
 
Punda Maria Rest Camp (Point F) 20 May 2019 
 
…and back into Kruger for me! Again, dryness prevailed and a 
paltry 10 species over 2 hours were seen. One of these was a 
lifer – the Black-veined Small White, Dixeia doxo parva. 
Reflecting on the trip, I cannot but be amazed at the harsh 
beauty that is Kruger Park, and the glorious wildlife opportunities 
that it offers – even within camp confines. But also, that these 
same opportunities arise for butterfly spotting in the adjacent 
natural and man-made environments, if suitable plantlife is 
allowed to thrive.  
 
 
  
 

  

Common Fig-tree Blue (Myrina silenus 
ficedula) 

Mark Liptrot  

Acara Acraea (Acraea (Acraea) acara 
acara) 

Mark Liptrot  

Azure Hairstreak (Hemiolaus caeculus 
caeculus) 

Mark Liptrot  

Black-veined Small White (Dixeia doxo 
parva) 

Mark Liptrot  
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LepiMAP Records (Mark Liptrot) 
 
Pretoriuskop Rest Camp 
 
Secusio strigata 
Bocchoris inspersalis 
Synclera traducalis 
Zutulba sp. 
Dodger (Afrogegenes sp.) 
Striped Policeman (Coeliades forestan forestan) 
Two-pip Policeman (Coeliades pisistratus) 
Twin Swift (Larsenia gemella) 
Variable Swift (Larsenia holtzi) 
Honey Hopper (Platylesches moritili) 
Mountain Sandman (Spialia spio) 
African Clouded Flat (Tagiades flesus) 
Black-striped Hairtail (Anthene amarah amarah) 
Common Scarlet (Axiocerses tjoane tjoane) 
Topaz-spotted Blue (Azanus jesous) 
Grass Jewel Blue (Chilades trochylus) 
Ella’s Bar (Cigaritis ella) 
Natal Bar (Cigaritis natalensis) 
Brown Playboy (Deudorix antalus) 
White-tipped Ash Blue (Eicochrysops hippocrates) 
Purple-brown Hairstreak (Hypolycaena philippus philippus) 
Straight-line Sapphire (Iolaus (Argiolaus) silarus silarus) 
Southern Pied Woolly Legs (Lachnocnema laches) 
Pea Blue (Lampides boeticus) 
Common Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) 
Black Pie (Tuxentius melaena melaena) 
Apricot Playboy (Deudorix dinochares) 
Grass Blue (Zizeeria knysna knysna) 
Dark Clover Blue (Zizina otis antanossa) 
Little Acraea (Acraea (Stephenia) axina) 
Wandering Donkey Acraea (Acraea (Acraea) neobule 
neobule) 
Window Acraea (Acraea (Stephenia) oncaea) 
Layman Friar (Amauris (Amaura) albimaculata albimaculata) 
Squinting Bush Brown (Bicyclus anynana anynana) 
Spotted Joker (Byblia ilithyia) 

Bushveld Charaxes (Charaxes (Eriboea) achaemenes 
achaemenes) 
Giant Charaxes (Charaxes (Charaxes) castor flavifasciatus) 
King Pearl-spotted Charaxes (Charaxes (Eriboea) jahlusa 
rex) 
Demon Charaxes (Charaxes (Eriboea) phaeus) 
Foxy Charaxes (Charaxes (Charaxes) saturnus saturnus) 
Van Son’s Charaxes (Charaxes (Eriboea) vansoni) 
African Plain Tiger (Danaus chrysippus orientis) 
Guinea-fowl (Hamanumida daedalus) 
African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene) 
Dark Blue Pansy (Junonia oenone oenone) 
Common Evening Brown (Melanitis leda) 
Common Sailer (Neptis laeta) 
Spotted Sailer (Neptis saclava marpessa) 
African Leopard (Phalanta phalantha aethiopica) 
White-barred Acraea (Telchinia (Telchinia) encedon 
encedon) 
Dusky Acraea (Telchinia (Telchinia) esebria) 
Dancing Acraea (Telchinia (Telchinia) serena) 
Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui) 
Citrus Swallowtail (Papilio (Princeps) demodocus 
demodocus) 
Pioneer Caper White (Belenois aurota) 
Southern African Caper White (Belenois creona severina) 
African Migrant (Catopsilia florella)  
Southern Red Tip (Colotis antevippe gavisa) 
Southern Round-winged Orange Tip (Colotis euippe 
omphale) 
Southern Small Orange Tip (Colotis evagore antigone) 
Broad-bordered Grass Yellow (Eurema (Eurema) brigitta 
brigitta) 
African Savanna Grass Yellow (Eurema (Terias) hecabe 
solifera) 
Eastern African Wood White (Leptosia alcesta inalcesta) 
Common Dotted Border (Mylothris agathina agathina) 

 
 
Skukuza Rest Camp 
 
Ragged Skipper (Caprona pillaana) 
Striped Policeman (Coeliades forestan forestan) 
Black-striped Hairtail (Anthene amarah amarah) 
Common Scarlet (Axiocerses tjoane tjoane) 
Natal Bar (Cigaritis natalensis) 
White-tipped Ash Blue (Eicochrysops hippocrates) 
Purple-brown Hairstreak (Hypolycaena philippus philippus) 
Common Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) 
Black Pie (Tuxentius melaena melaena) 
African Plain Tiger (Danaus chrysippus orientis) 
Golden Piper (Eurytela dryope angulata) 
African Yellow Pansy (Junonia hierta cebrene) 
Brown Pansy (Junonia natalica natalica) 
Dark Blue Pansy (Junonia oenone oenone) 
Common Evening Brown (Melanitis leda) 
Spotted Sailer (Neptis saclava marpessa) 
African Leopard (Phalanta phalantha aethiopica) 

Eastern Clouded Mother-of-Pearl (Protogoniomorpha 
anacardii nebulosa) 
Chief False Acraea (Pseudacraea lucretia expansa) 
Boisduval’s False Acraea (Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii)  
White-barred Acraea (Telchinia (Telchinia) encedon 
encedon) 
Dancing Acraea (Telchinia (Telchinia) serena) 
Citrus Swallowtail (Papilio (Princeps) demodocus 
demodocus) 
Autumn-leaf Vagrant (Afrodryas leda) 
Eastern Pointed Caper White (Belenois gidica abyssinica) 
African Migrant (Catopsilia florella)  
Southern Small Orange Tip (Colotis evagore antigone) 
Bushveld Purple Tip (Colotis ione) 
Ant-heap Small White (Dixeia pigea) 
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Oliphants Rest Camp 
 
Dodger (Afrogegenes sp.) 
Ragged Skipper (Caprona pillaana) 
Striped Policeman (Coeliades forestan forestan) 
Green-marbled Sandman (Gomalia elma elma) 
Northern Dark Elfin (Sarangesa seineri seineri) 
Ella’s Bar (Cigaritis ella) 
Brown Playboy (Deudorix antalus) 
Azure Hairstreak (Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus) 
Common Black-eye (Leptomyrina gorgias gorgias) 
Common Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) 
Common Fig-tree Blue (Myrina silenus ficedula) 
Dusky Blue (Pseudonacaduba sichela sichela) 
Grass Blue (Zizeeria knysna knysna) 
Acara Acraea (Acraea (Acraea) acara acara) 
Clear-spotted Acraea (Acraea (Stephenia) aglaonice) 
Wandering Donkey Acraea (Acraea (Acraea) neobule 
neobule) 
Window Acraea (Acraea (Stephenia) oncaea) 
Spotted Joker (Byblia ilithyia) 

Demon Charaxes (Charaxes (Eriboea) phaeus) 
Foxy Charaxes (Charaxes (Charaxes) saturnus saturnus) 
Pearl Charaxes (Charaxes (Charaxes) varanes varanes) 
Common Diadem (Hypolimnas misippus) 
Dark Blue Pansy (Junonia oenone oenone) 
White-barred Acraea (Telchinia (Telchinia) encedon 
encedon) 
Dusky Acraea (Telchinia (Telchinia) esebria) 
Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui) 
Pioneer Caper White (Belenois aurota) 
Southern African Caper White (Belenois creona severina) 
African Migrant (Catopsilia florella)  
Southern Small Orange Tip (Colotis evagore antigone) 
Bushveld Orange Tip (Colotis pallene) 
Southern Veined Arab Tip (Colotis vesta argillaceus) 
Broad-bordered Grass Yellow (Eurema (Eurema) brigitta 
brigitta) 
Common Dotted Border (Mylothris agathina agathina) 
 

 
 
Shingwedzi Rest Camp 
 
Citrus Swallowtail (Papilio (Princeps) demodocus demodocus) 
Pioneer Caper White (Belenois aurota) 
Southern Small Orange Tip (Colotis evagore antigone) 
Broad-bordered Grass Yellow (Eurema (Eurema) brigitta brigitta) 
 
 
Mopani Rest Camp 
 
Spotted Joker (Byblia ilithyia) 
African Migrant (Catopsilia florella)  
Pioneer Caper White (Belenois aurota) 
Southern Small Orange Tip (Colotis evagore antigone) 
Broad-bordered Grass Yellow (Eurema (Eurema) brigitta brigitta) 
African Savanna Grass Yellow (Eurema (Terias) hecabe solifera) 
Zebra White (Pinacopteryx eriphia eriphia) 
 
 
Punda Maria Rest Camp 
 
Striped Policeman (Coeliades forestan forestan) 
African Clouded Flat (Tagiades flesus) 
Common Scarlet (Axiocerses tjoane tjoane) 
Black-striped Hairtail (Anthene amarah amarah) 
Purple-brown Hairstreak (Hypolycaena philippus philippus) 
Common Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous pirithous) 
Black Pie (Tuxentius melaena melaena) 
Club-tailed Charaxes (Charaxes (Polyura) zoolina) 
Pioneer Caper White (Belenois aurota) 
Black-veined Small White (Dixeia doxo parva) 
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A gentle saunter through my local nature reserve 
(Steve Woodhall) 
 

I saw a post on Facebook the other day, saying something along the lines 
of ‘one shouldn’t hike through a nature reserve, one should saunter’. Hiking 
connotates pressure; you have to reach a destination, cover a certain 
distance, achieve an objective. Sauntering, on the other hand, has 
connotations of slowly moving across ground, stopping when you need to, 
maybe with the ultimate aim of reaching a destination, but if you don’t, no 
pressure! 
 
So on Sunday morning 25th August, I decided to go to my favourite Uve 
Trail in our local reserve, Krantzkloof. It being winter, the duvet felt nice and 
comfy and then a sausage sarmie was calling, so birder-style dawn starts 
were NOT on the menu. I called my local butterflying mate Mark Liptrot, 
who was planning a coffee on the rock below his garden, which borders the 
same reserve. He lives in Uve Road, the lucky devil. We agreed to meet 
up, 8-ish. 
 

As I got to the car park at the end of Uve Road I could feel it was going to 
be a scorcher. Euphaedra (my Subaru Forester – geddit?) was showing 
26°C at 8am. Butterflies were already about – my first record on the app 
was Eastern Dotted Border, Mylothris agathina. As I started on the trail I 
noticed a flowering Combretum by the path. Aha, thought I, butterflies! But 
all there was, was this Flower mantid. And all looked very dry... but there 
were some green shoots. That Ziziphus had some lovely fruit on it, in 
closeup they looked like little cricket balls...  
 
Along the path, there are a few specimens of 
Basananthe saundersonii, a small member of the 
Passifloraceae, Both Mark and I have found Acraea 
larvae on these several times, but because the 
plants are small and we should not really gather 
leaves in a nature reserve, we’ve never been able to 
rear them through.  

 
Here’s the plant with an unidentified Acraea larva chowing on it. It could be 
one of three species in that area – A. neobule (Wandering Donkey Acraea), 
A. violarum (Speckled Red Acraea) or A. nohara (Light Red Acraea). Mark 
once saw a neobule ovipositing on it, but I failed to get the larvae through. 
One day... but I left this one alone. 
 
As I approached the spot where we know there’s a colony of Silver-spotted 
Grey (Crudaria leroma), I noticed that the Dombeya rotundifolia trees were 
going over, the blossom turning brown and making me wish I’d visited a couple of weeks sooner. 
Then I found the local Zebra gang standing on the Crudaria spot. The stallion seemed rather 
pleased to see one of the mares, so I decided to leave them to it and saunter down to a nice big 
Umdoni whose crown had a lot of blossom and looked promising. High up in the branches I saw 
this Boisduval's Tree Nymph Sevenia boisduvali boisduvali, sunning herself. There were a lot of 
other butterflies hanging around up there and I was grateful for my binoculars to see that there 
were a couple of Mimosa Sapphires, Iolaus mimosae rhodosense, but too far up for a decent 
photo.  
 

Flower mantis adult on 
Dombeya blossom 

Ziziphus mucronata fruit 

Acraea species larva on 

Basananthe saundersonii 
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I was starting to wonder where Mark was, then he appeared next 
to the Zebras!. We proceeded to poke around this grassy area, 
finding things like this Forest Sandman (Spialia dromus). We 
also found a bank of flowering Hook-thorns, Senegalia caffra. 
This has rather an unpleasant scent, but it was attracting a lot of 
butterflies... Dark Elfin Sarangesa seineri durbani, Yellow-
banded Acraea Telchinia cabira, and Red-tab Policeman 
Coeliades keithloa.  
 
By this time it was getting seriously warm, and the odd Charaxes 
was flying over, African Monarch Danaus chrysippus orientis, 
Blue Pansy Junonia oenone oenone, etc. We ambled (another 
nice word for a lazy stroll through the bush) to where the trail 
branches off to Splash Rock. There was a Natal Flat-Crown 
Albizia adianthifolia there, attracting various Swallowtails and 
Whites, and a single Spotted Sailer, Neptis saclava marpessa.  
 
We did find the odd Round-leafed Dombeya Dombeya 
rotundifolia in full flower but there were few to no butterflies on 
them. They did make a nice Japanese-print effect against an out 
of focus forest canopy  on the far side of the valley, though. Mark 
found a nice Red Tip Colotis antevippe gavisa near this spot. 
 
Eventually we got to the enchanted little forest that guards the trail before it gets to its end near the 
inaccessible Rumdoodle rock. This is always home to lots of forest butterflies like this Club-tailed 
Charaxes, Charaxes zoolina zoolina, lots of Soldier Pansies (Junonia terea elgiva) flit around the 
path, Mother-of-pearls Protogoniomorpha parhassus float around the clearings, and Clouded Flats 
(Tagiades flesus) chase each other around head-high.  
 

  

Mark Liptrot and Zebra Spialia dromus male Telchinia cabira male on Acacia caffra 
blossom 

Coeliades keithloa male on Acacia caffra 
blossom 

Neptis saclava marpessa 

Charaxes zoolina male f neanthes Colotis euippe omphale female Junonia terea elgiva male  
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Just before Rumdoodle (pre-Rumdoodle?) there’s a little hilltop hidden in the 
bush. One gets to it via a steep little path that goes up to the left, and its value as 
a ‘lepping’ spot is shown by the flattened grass around its bushy crown.  
 
This is the legendary Bicolored Skipper Abantis bicolor spot, and although that 
butterfly wasn’t there this day, we did find a nice Paradise Skipper (Abantis 
paradisea) patrolling the hilltop. Present also was Buff-tipped Skipper 
(Netrobalane canopus) and hordes of Charaxes, Swallowtails, and Pieridae 
dogfighting in the canopy.  
 
Finally we went off to the crack before Rumdoodle and walked around the cliff 
edge looking in vain for the Fig-tree Blues Myrina spp, that often perch on 
bushes there.  

 
At this point Mark had to leave and off he went, so I was alone for the walk back to the car park. 
You don’t notice that the trail goes downhill quite a bit between Uve Road and Rumdoodle, but you 
sure notice the uphill on the way back! That saunter becomes a trudge... 
 
The last thing of note I saw in the 30°C heat as I walked back, was another Flower mantid lurking 
balefully in a Dombeya bush....  
 
A short drive home in the comfort of Euphaedra, to where a cold beer awaited me, was the perfect 
end to a relaxing morning. 

 
 
 
 
  

Tagiades flesus male Sarangesa seineri durbani on Acacia 
caffra blossom 

Abantis paradisea male 
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An Intriguing Christmas Gift at Bewaarkloof (Etienne Terblanche) 
 
On 25 December 2018, on a slope in Bewaarkloof at an altitude of 1775 m, a blue came around to 
dance erratically between rocks. Blues have well-known terrific effects on lepidopterists. This was 
no exception. I swung my net too wildly and nearly lost balance on the steep grassy terrain. The 
butterfly also got confused and fortunately did not fly away immediately. What a relief when I finally 
saw it fluttering around in the net. 
 
But the confusion that arose from catching it soon gave over to absolute puzzlement once the 
specimen lay in my hand. Such hindwing patterns should not exist! What on earth was this little 
beastie about?  
 
At first glance, I thought of hybridity, but soon other concepts were milling around in my stunned 
brain. Aberration, mutation… something had “gone wrong” at a critical moment in the creature’s 
development.  
 

 
A picture paints a thousand words—it seems to be an aberrant twinspot blue, Lepidochrysops 
plebeia plebeia, as can be witnessed in the pictures above. For the sake of contrast, I’ve used a 
specimen of L. letsea from my collection (I did not have normal L. plebeia at hand).  
 
Below, I add a picture of an aberrant (?) Chalkhill blue that I “hunted down” on the internet—it 
seems to have a similar deformity of wings, although it appears to carry melanistic streaks that my 
aberrant doesn’t.  
If “aberration” be the correct term, consider that this Lepido’s deformed wings really do look like 
that—not a problem with the camera angle or some such. And check out the bewildering 
(somehow intriguing and beautiful) congested patterns on the hindwing underside.  
 

Note: many thanks to Alan Gardiner and Reinier Terblanche for 
discussing the specimen with me. I can’t vouch that I’ve presented their 
views correctly. No-one seems exactly sure about exactly what had 
happened here.  What would fellow lepidopterists say? And is 
“aberration” the correct word? Please “chip in a buck!” 
 

 
  

Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia 

 
Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia 

(uns) 

 

Lepidochrysops letsea 
 

 

Lepidochrysops letsea 
(uns) 

 



32 
 

 
Butterfly Evening  
 
The next Butterfly evening will be held on Thursday 12 September; 18h30 for 19h00. 
 
This will continue Hermann Staude’s “meet the family” program, introducing LepSoc Africa 
members to the amazing diversity of Butterflies (Lepidoptera).  
 
Septembers’ talk will focus on the Gelechioidea (Case-bearers and Twirlers). 
 
Butterfly Evenings are held at Ruimsig Country Club, Roodepoort, on the 2nd Thursday of every 
2nd month – please diarize!  
 
The cost is R170 per person  

 
2019 LepSoc Africa Conference and AGM (Dave Edge) 
 

LepSoc Africa will be holding its 2019 annual Conference on the 16th and 17th of November this 
year in Knysna, the home of the famous Brenton Blue, which is currently even more threatened 
with extinction following the fire of June 2017 which severely impacted on the Brenton Blue 
butterfly reserve. In addition to the Conference, Mon 18 Nov has been set aside as a public day, 
where we intend to search for the Brenton Blue (Orachrysops niobe); the Brenton Blue Trust have 
put up a R20 000 reward, payable to the first person who rediscovers this critically endangered 
butterfly.  
 
The theme of the conference will be "Butterfly Conservation in South Africa".  
 
A link to the Second Notification is attached below: 
 

LepSoc Africa Conference - Nov 2019 
 
Please contact Dave Edge (orachrysops@gmail.com) as soon as possible, to confirm your 
attendance. 
 
LSA will be hosting a two-day field trip to the Kammannassie before the Conference, camping at 
Mannetjiesberg on the night of Thu 14 November.  

 
BotSoc Meeting in KZN 
 

The KZN Coastal branch of the Botanical Society have arranged an Indigenous Plant Fair at 

Beachwood Mangroves Nature Reserve on 7 and 8 September. 

 

The KZN branch of LepSoc Africa will be in attendance and will have an exhibit; please try and 

support this event (details below):  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/9tbs08he1r9pitc/2019.05.31%20LepSoc%20Africa%20Conference%20-%202nd%20Notice%20and%20Call%20for%20Papers.pdf?dl=0
mailto:orachrysops@gmail.com
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Butterflies of Cameroon – Limenitidinae  (early stages) 
 
Jean-Louis Amiet has produced a new book – in French – on the early stages 
of butterflies of the Limenitidinae subfamily (Cymothoe, Euphaedra, 
Pseudacraea etc). The book is expensive (€95 plus postage), but according to 
Steve Collins, it is superb. 

 
des papillons du Cameroun 

 

LepSoc Africa Book Stock 
 

LepSoc Africa holds a considerable stock of 

Metamorphosis journals and also books, such as The 

Emperor Moths of Namibia by Rolf Oberprieler and The 

Butterflies of Zambia by A. Heath, M. Newport and D. 

Hancock. The above books are on sale for R150 and 

R175 respectively. 

Please order using the LSA Website 

(http://lepsocafrica.org/) as follows: 

 

From the Home page, select the Publications tab 

at the top of the page. 

Select Shop near the top-right of this page. 

Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of 

Metamorphosis contained on this page. 

Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page. 

Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require 

and Place Order! 

 
Biodiversity of Angola 
 
Biodiversity of Angola by Brian Huntley, Vladimir Russo, Fernanda Lages and 
Nuno Ferrand, can be purchased from Amazon for $59.99. 
 
The book features a chapter on Lepidoptera by Luís Mendes, A. Bivar-de-Sousa 
and Mark Williams. The section includes an up to date checklist of the 792 
species of Papilionoidea currently recorded from this country. 

 
 
  

BOOKS 

https://nouveautes-editeurs.bnf.fr/annonces.html?id_declaration=10000000498938&titre_livre=Histoire_naturelle_des_papillons_du_Cameroun
http://lepsocafrica.org/
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If you are looking for cabinets, someone I can recommend is Brendan 
McErlaine (082 446 5136). 
 
Olivier Houe (082 455 3356 or Olivier.houe@gmail.com) can be 
contacted for trays, traps, pins or other entomological supplies. 
 
David Horne has requested a spot in “Collectors Corner”. 
David’s business, “Mad Hornet Entomological Supplies”, carry a range 
of entomological equipment; David is interested to hear about what 
items are required by collectors and breeders, in order that he may 
procure supplies at reasonable prices and ensure ready availability. 
 
Mad HorneT Entomological Supplies (A product of Horne Technologies 
CC) 
www.madhornet.co.za 
ento@hornetechnologies.co.za 
076 563 2084 
  

COLLECTORS CORNER

mailto:Olivier.houe@gmail.com
http://www.madhornet.co.za/
mailto:ento@hornetechnologies.co.za
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English names for Afrotropical Butterflies (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

The English naming project aims to finalize names for all African butterfly taxa (currently 6 413 
taxa in 320 genera). 
 
The objectives of the project are as follows: 
 

1) To create a single, comprehensive and consistent list of English names for all African 
butterfly taxa. Afrotropical Butterflies includes most currently recognized English names, 
although these extend only to species level. More than 50% of African butterflies (in excess 
of 3 000 taxa) do not currently have English names. 

 
2) To create names that, where possible, assist recognition of butterflies among non-experts 

(in other words, the vast majority of butterfly enthusiasts)!  
 

Proposed names will be published in this newsletter for information and, if no comments are 
forthcoming, the names will be adopted henceforth. 

 
3) It should be possible to insert the completed list seamlessly into a world-list of 

English butterfly names: the names need to take cognizance of butterfly names used 
elsewhere in the world. 

 
The guidelines are as follows: 
 

• If at all possible, names should assist with identification. Keys could include colour, pattern, 
size, shape, distribution, flight characteristics or behaviour.  
 

• In line with the above, authors names or the name of the discoverer (which are recognised 
in the scientific name in any case), should be avoided, if at all possible. Annotation such as 
“Common” or the names of towns or cities should be used with discretion. Remember, that 
the names apply to the entire Afrotropical region; “Northern” is unlikely to be an apt name 
for a South African taxa, unless as a distinction between northern and southern subspecies. 
 

• Names may not exceed 40 characters in length, including spaces or punctuation. Although 
not essential, by default, names should follow the structure of the scientific taxonomy: a 
name for the genus or group, a name for the species and, where applicable, a moniker to 
distinguish subspecies. Soutpansberg Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus 
entabeni) for example.  

 
We will try and “finalize” six genera every two months (one genus from each column in the table, 
below); this is a 9 year project, but if possible – and if I get assistance from enough people – I’m 
sure we can wrap this up much sooner. The highlighted genera have been processed already: 
  

FEATURES



37 
 

GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Charaxes Charaxes 459  Sarangesa Elfin 28 

Euphaedra Forester 345  Celaenorrhinus Dark Sprite 27 

Acraea Acraea 202  Eagris Flat 27 

Iolaus Sapphire 174  Platylesches Hopper 27 

Bebearia Small Forester 163  Sevenia Tree Nymph 26 

Lepidochrysops Giant Cupid 158  Ypthima Three-ring 26 

Papilio Swallowtail 157  Afriodinia Judy 25 

Cymothoe Glider 153  Ceratrichia Forest Sylph 25 

Telchinia Telchinia 153  Precis Commodore 25 

Bicyclus Bush Brown 127  Hypolimnas Diadem 24 

Mylothris Dotted Border 124  Mimeresia Harlequin 24 

Anthene Hairtail 107  Appias Albatross White 23 

Neptis Sailor 104  Falcuna Marble 23 

Euriphene Nymph 101  Gorgyra Leaf Sitter  23 

Liptena Liptena 99  Brakefieldia Patroller 22 

Colotis Tip 94  Dixeia Small White 22 

Apallaga Yellow Sprite 87  Iridana Sapphire Gem 22 

Pentila Spotted Buff 81  Capys Protea 21 

Aloeides Russet 75  Neocoenyra Round Ringlet 21 

Ornipholidotos Glasswing 75  Borbo Swift 20 

Heteropsis Low-eye 70  Cerautola Angled Flash 20 

Chrysoritis Opal 69  Cupidesthes Light Hairtail 20 

Graphium Swordtail 66  Eresina Tree Buff 20 

Amauris Friar 65  Geritola Light Flash 20 

Belenois Caper White 65  Pseudonympha Brown 20 

Pilodeudorix Blue Playboy 65  Tetrarhanis On-off 20 

Neurellipes Zebra Hairtail 64  Aphysoneura Bamboo Ringlet 19 

Cephetola Dark Flash 55  Coeliades Policeman 19 

Stempfferia Plain Flash 52  Pseudathyma False Sergeant 19 

Aslauga Purple 51  Stugeta Marbled Sapphire 19 

Pseudacraea False Acraea 51  Eicochrysops Ash Blue 18 

Cigaritis Bar 47  Eresiomera Pearly 18 

Aphnaeus Highflier 44  Euryphura Commander 18 

Euptera Euptera 41  Harpendyreus Mountain Blue 18 

Telipna Telipna 39  Thermoniphas Chalk Blue 18 

Lachnocnema Woolly Legs 38  Chloroselas Gem 17 

Strabena High-eye 37  Hewitsonia Tiger Flash 17 

Metisella Sylph  36  Paradeudorix Fairy Playboy 17 

Deudorix Playboy 35  Artitropa Night Fighter 16 

Hypolycaena Hairstreak 35  Leptotes Zebra Blue 16 

Micropentila Dots 34  Tuxentius Pie 16 

Thestor Skolly 34  Eretis Elf 15 

Alaena Zulu 33  Osmodes White-spots 15 

Kedestes Ranger 32  Eurema Grass Yellow 14 

Uranothauma Heart 32  Leona Large Recluse  14 

Euchrysops Smoky Blue 31  Leptosia Wood White 14 

Junonia Pansy 31  Tarucus Pierrot 14 

Pseudaletis Fantasy 31  Andronymus Large Dart 13 

Abantis Paradise Skipper 30  Meza Three-spot Missile 13 

Spialia Sandman 29  Nepheronia Vagrant 13 

Triclema Small Hairtail 29  Perrotia Bamboo Dart 13 

Axiocerses Scarlet 28  Stygionympha Hillside Brown 13 

Baliochila Mottled Buff 28  Gretna Twilight Skipper  12 

Mimacraea Acraea Mimic 28  Hypophytala Banded Flash 12 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Leptomyrina Black-eye 12  Pyrrhiades Policeman 6 

Myrina Fig-tree Blue  12  Tagiades Clouded Flat  6 

Orachrysops Cupid 12  Torynesis Veined Widow 6 

Vanessa Admiral 12  Tsitana Sylph  6 

Caenides Recluse 11  Zophopetes Palm Night-fighter 6 

Chilades Jewel Blue 11  Aterica Glade Nymph 5 

Trimenia Silver-spotted Copper  11  Byblia Joker 5 

Acleros Dart 10  Danaus Tiger 5 

Cacyreus Bronze 10  Euchloe Green-striped White 5 

Eurytela Piper 10  Euploea Crow 5 

Palla Palla 10  Evena Large Pathfinder 5 

Pteroteinon Red-eye  10  Gnophodes Evening Brown 5 

Astictopterus Dark Sylph 9  Hovala Malagasy Yellow Sylph 5 

Azanus Spotted Blue 9  Libythea Snout 5 

Chondrolepis Snow-horned Skipper 9  Melphinyet Forest Swift  5 

Colias Clouded Yellow 9  Physcaeneura Webbed Ringlet 5 

Cooksonia Tiger Mimic  9  Pinacopteryx Zebra White 5 

Deloneura Large Buff 9  Pseudopontia Ghost 5 

Issoria Fritillary 9  Semalea Silky Skipper 5 

Lipaphnaeus Silver Speckle 9  Spalgis Harvester 5 

Oboronia Ginger Blue 9  Tirumala Monarch 5 

Oxylides False Head 9  Actizera Rayed Blue 4 

Scopulifera Orange Sprite 9  Ampittia Ranger 4 

Citrinophila Lemon Buff 8  Apaturopsis Empress 4 

Durbania Rocksitter 8  Argyrocheila Fairy Buff 4 

Euliphyra Witch 8  Cassionympha Dull Brown 4 

Fulda Malagasy Hopper 8  Cnodontes Plain Buff 4 

Neita Large Ringlet 8  Coenyropsis Lined Ringlet 4 

Pardaleodes Pathfinder 8  Cupidopsis Meadow Blue 4 

Protogoniomorpha Mother-of-Pearl 8  Dapidodigma Virgin 4 

Tarsocera Spring Widow 8  Durbaniella Rocksitter 4 

Teriomima Yellow Buff 8  Epitola Pointed Flash 4 

Antanartia Admiral 7  Erikssonia Acraea Copper 4 

Ariadne Castor 7  Etesiolaus Green Sapphire 4 

Calleagris Milky Flat 7  Euthecta Small Buff 4 

Dingana Widow 7  Gegenes Dodger 4 

Hemiolaus Hairstreak 7  Hewitola Pointed Flash 4 

Larinopoda Pierid Buff 7  Hypomyrina Orange Playboy 4 

Salamis Mother-of-Pearl 7  Megalopalpus Harvester 4 

Serradinga Speckled Widow 7  Monza Grass Skipper  4 

Syrmoptera False Head 7  Neptidopsis False Sailer 4 

Teracolus Tip 7  Obania Obania 4 

Torbenia Glasswing 7  Ortholexis Scarce Sprite 4 

Dira Autumn Widow 6  Paralethe Bush Beauty 4 

Epitolina Dull Flash 6  Parasiomera Harlequin 4 

Fresna Acraea Hopper  6  Parnara Watchman 4 

Hypoleucis Costus Skipper 6  Parosmodes Orange 4 

Lycaena Copper 6  Pseuderesia Harlequin 4 

Melphina Forest Swift 6  Saribia Judy 4 

Paracleros Dusky Dart 6  Teniorhinus Small Fox 4 

Paronymus Large Dart  6  Toxochitona Fluttering Buff 4 

Phalanta Leopard 6  Vanessula Lady’s Maid 4 

Phasis Arrowhead 6  Xanthodisca Yellow Disc 4 

Pontia Dappled White 6  Zeritis Checkered Gem 4 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Afrogegenes Dodger 3  Ptelina Bordered Buff 2 

Arnetta Malagasy Sylph 3  Pyrrhochalcia Policeman 2 

Caprona Ragged Skipper 3  Rhabdomantis Large Fox 2 

Ceratricula Forest Sylph 3  Triskelionia Tricerate Elfin 2 

Coenyra Shadefly 3  Zizeeria Grass Blue 2 

Crudaria Grey 3  Aeropetes Mountain Pride 1 

Cyrestis Map 3  Afrodryas Autumn-leaf Vagrant  1 

Eresinopsides Mottled Tree Buff 3  Ankola Red Disc 1 

Flandria Forest Sylph 3  Argynnis Fritillary 1 

Gamia Grand Skipper 3  Argyraspodes Silver-spotted Copper 1 

Hallelesis Cream Ringlet 3  Batelusia Zebra Flash 1 

Harma Angled Glider 3  Calopieris Desert Beauty 1 

Kakumia Ant Buff 3  Carcharodus Sandman 1 

Kallimoides African Leaf 3  Catochrysops Shiny Blue 1 

Larsenia Swift 3  Cesa Gem 1 

Leucochitonea White-cloaked Skipper  3  Congdonia Plain Buff 1 

Malaza Malagasy Sylph 3  Cyclyrius Island Blue 1 

Melanitis Evening Brown 3  Durbaniopsis Rocksitter 1 

Melitaea False Fritillary 3  Erionota Banana Skipper  1 

Mesoxantha Delight 3  Euryphaedra Forester 1 

Monile Jewelled Hairtail 3  Gideona Pointed Tip 1 

Phytala Forest Flash 3  Gomalia Green-marbled Sandman  1 

Pieris Large White 3  Gyrogra Leaf Sitter  1 

Prosopalpus Dwarf Skipper 3  Hamanumida Guinea-fowl 1 

Pseudonacaduba Dusky Blue 3  Herila Speckled Orange 1 

Teratoneura Isabella 3  Hipparchia Grayling 1 

Tylopaedia King Copper  3  Katreus Giant Sprite 1 

Zenonia Spotted Hopper 3  Kumothales Congo Nymph 1 

Zintha Pied Blue 3  Lampides Pea Blue 1 

Acada Axehead 2  Lepella Central Sylph 1 

Aethiopana Acraea Flash 2  Mallika Jackson’s Leaf  1 

Alenia Speckled Sandman  2  Mashunoides Marsh Ringlet 1 

Bettonula Brown Sprite 2  Moltena Banana Night-fighter  1 

Brephidium Pygmy Blue 2  Mopala Grass Skipper  1 

Brusa Marbled Swift 2  Neoepitola Congo Flash 1 

Catacroptera Pirate 2  Netrobalane Buff-tipped Skipper  1 

Catopsilia Migrant 2  Noctulana Brown Forest Swift 1 

Cynandra Brilliant Nymph 2  Oraidium Dwarf Blue 1 

Elymnias Palmfly 2  Pardopsis Polka Dot 1 

Eronia Vine-leaf Vagrant 2  Pharmacophagus Swallowtail 1 

Euryphurana Noble Commander 2  Ploetzia Hopper 1 

Harmilla Elegant Forester 2  Powellana Congo Flash 1 

Hollandus Pathfinder 2  Pseudargynnis Leopard Nymph 1 

Kobelana Large Flat 2  Pseudoneaveia Congo Flash 1 

Lachnoptera Leopard 2  Smerina Leopard 1 

Lasiommata Wall Brown 2  Tumerepedes Nigerian Buff 1 

Mashuna Marsh Ringlet 2  Vansomerenia Gem 1 

Melampias Boland Brown 2  Ypthimomorpha Three-ring 1 

Neaveia Pierine Blue 2  Zizina Clover Blue 1 

Osphantes Lobed Skipper  2  Zizula Gaika Blue 1 

Paternympha Small Ringlet 2    6413 

Pelopidas Branded Swift 2     
Procampta Elf 2     
Pseudoneptis False Sailor 2     
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Let’s take on one of the mega-genera in this edition: Lepidochrysops (158 taxa). I’d intended to try 

and break this down into species-groups (Dark Giant Cupids for the Ortygia group for example), 

but it became too cumbersome, so I gave up. I’m sure there are several names on this list that you 

can improve on. 

 

The other genera dealt with in this edition are all Hesperiidae (Skippers): Borbo (20 taxa), 

Pteroteinon (10 taxa); Parosmodes (4 taxa);  Kobelana (2 taxa) and Noctulana (1 taxon). 

 
 

ENGLISH NAME FULL SCIENTIFIC NAME AUTHOR 

Cameroon Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops abri  Libert & Collins, 2001 

Abyssinian Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops abyssiniensis abyssiniensis (Strand, 1911) 

Congo Abyssinian Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops abyssiniensis kivuensis (Joicey & Talbot, 1921) 

Elgon Abyssinian Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops abyssiniensis loveni (Aurivillius, 1921) 

Ouama Abyssinian Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops abyssiniensis oculus (Ungemach, 1932) 

Nyasae Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops aethiopia  (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) 

Sudan Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops albilinea  Tite, 1959 

Congo Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops anerius anerius (Hulstaert, 1924) 

Eastern Congo Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops anerius kiellandi Stempffer, 1973 

Miombo Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops ansorgei  Tite, 1959 

Arabian Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops arabicus  Gabriel, 1954 

Brilliant Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops asteris  (Godart, [1824]) 

Yellow and Bronze Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops auratus  Quickelberge, 1979 

Southern Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops australis  Tite, 1964 

Malagasy Azure Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops azureus  (Butler, 1879) 

Wineland Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops bacchus  Riley, 1938 

Springbok Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops badhami  van Son, 1956 

Kammanassie Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops balli  Dickson, 1985 

Chimanimani Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops barnesi  Pennington, 1953 

Ice Blue Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops braueri  Dickson, 1966 

Tororo Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops budama  van Someren, 1957 

Malagasy Small Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops caerulea  Tite, 1961 

Fwambo Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops carsoni  (Butler, 1901) 

Chala Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops chala  Kielland, 1980 

Nyika Bronze Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops chalceus  Quickelberge, 1979 

Headlands Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops chittyi  Henning & Henning, 1994 

Jade Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops chloauges  (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) 

Solwezi Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops cinerea  (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) 

Nyanga Blue Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops coxii  (Pinhey, 1945) 

Mpanda Bronze Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops cupreus  (Neave, 1910) 

Pale Bronze Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops delicata  (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) 

Kenya Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops desmondi  Stempffer, 1951 

Solwezi Green Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops dollmani  (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) 

Dwarf Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops dukei  Cottrell, 1965 

Nigeria Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops dunni  Larsen & Collins, 2003 

Elgon Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops elgonae elgonae Stempffer, 1950 

Small Elgon Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops elgonae moyo van Someren, 1957 

Mongu Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops ella  Gardiner & Espeland, 2018 

Dark Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops erici  Gardiner, 2003 

Mwinilunga Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops evae  Gardiner, 2003 



41 
 

Angola Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops flavisquamosa  Tite, 1959 

Yemen Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops forsskali  Larsen, 1982 

Tankwa Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops frederikeae   Henning & Ball, 2013 

Rusty Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops fulvescens  Tite, 1961 

Smoky-brown Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops fumosa  (Butler, 1886) 

Silvery Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops glauca glauca (Trimen, 1887) 

Zimbabwe Silvery Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops glauca swinburnei Stevenson, 1939 

East Cape Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops grahami  (Trimen, 1893) 

Malagasy Large Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops grandis  Talbot, 1937 

Addis Ababa Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops guichardi  Gabriel, 1949 

Gydo Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops gydoae  Dickson & Wykeham, 1994 

Mustard Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops handmani  Quickelberge, 1980 

Arabian Small Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops haveni  Larsen, 1983 

Black-spotted Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops hawkeri  (Talbot, 1929) 

Eyed Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops heathi  Gardiner, 1998 

Geluksberg Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops hypopolia  (Trimen, 1887) 

Zulu Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops ignota  (Trimen, 1887) 

Blotched Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops intermedia cottrelli Stempffer, 1954 

Nyika Blotched Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops intermedia intermedia (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) 

Nyanga Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops inyangae  (Pinhey, 1945) 

Sabie Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops irvingi  (Swanepoel, 1948) 

Uganda Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops jacksoni  van Someren, 1957 

Calvinia Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops jamesi claassensi Dickson, [1982] 

Sutherland Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops jamesi jamesi Swanepoel, 1971 

Ngong Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops jansei  van Someren, 1957 

Purplebrown Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops jefferyi  (Swierstra, 1909) 

Iringa Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops kennethi  Kielland, 1986 

Ketsi Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops ketsi ketsi Cottrell, 1965 

White Spotted Ketsi Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops ketsi leucomacula Henning & Henning, 1994 

Kilimanjaro Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops kilimanjarensis  (Strand, 1909) 

Pointed Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops kitale  (Stempffer, 1936) 

Ukerewe Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops koaena  (Strand, 1911) 

Great Miombo Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops kocak  Seven, 1997 

Labé Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops labeensis  Larsen & Warren-Gash, 2000 

Labwor Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops labwor  van Someren, 1957 

Lesotho Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops lerothodi  (Trimen, 1904) 

Free State Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops letsea  (Trimen, 1870) 

Malagasy Dark Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops leucon  (Mabille, 1879) 

Mount Cameroon Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops liberti  Sáfián & Tropek, 2016 

Coastal Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops littoralis  Swanepoel & Vári, 1983 

Loewenstein's Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops loewensteini  (Swanepoel, 1951) 

Msasa Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops longifalces  Tite, 1961 

Lotana Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops lotana  Swanepoel, 1962 

Lukenia Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops lukenia  van Someren, 1957 

Didessa Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops lunulifer  (Ungemach, 1932) 

Mashuna Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops mashuna  (Trimen, 1894) 

Hantam Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops mcgregori  Pennington, 1970 

Tygerberg Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops methymna dicksoni Tite, 1964 

Monkey Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops methymna methymna (Trimen, 1862) 

Solwezi Pale Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops michaeli  Gardiner, 2003 
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Pale Green Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops michellae  Henning & Henning, 1983 

Cinnamon Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops miniata  Gardiner, 2004 

Mpanda Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops mpanda  Tite, 1961 

Ashen Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops nacrescens  Tite, 1961 

Speckled Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops neavei neavei (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) 

Mangoche Speckled Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops neavei nolani Williams, 2002 

Lined-border Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops negus negus (Felder & Felder, [1865]) 

Sudan Lined-border Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops negus wau (Wichgraf, 1921) 

Large Tailed Violet Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops neonegus borealis van Someren, 1957 

Tailed Violet Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops neonegus neonegus (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) 

Mauve Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops nigritia  Tite, 1959 

Purple Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops nyika  Tite, 1961 

Maluti Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops oosthuizeni  Swanepoel & Vári, 1983 

Hawequas Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops oreas junae Dickson, 1974 

Peninsula Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops oreas oreas Tite, 1964 

Koppie Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops ortygia  (Trimen, 1887) 

Outeniqua Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops outeniqua  Swanepoel & Vári, 1983 

Veined Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops pampolis  (Druce, 1905) 

Western Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops parsimon  (Fabricius, 1775) 

Patrician Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops patricia  (Trimen, 1887) 

Pale Peculiar Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops peculiaris hypoleucus (Butler, 1894) 

Peculiar Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops peculiaris peculiaris (Rogenhofer, 1891) 

Golden Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops penningtoni  Dickson, 1969 

Estcourt Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops pephredo  (Trimen, 1889) 

Yaounde Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops phoebe  Libert, 2001 

Saudi Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops pittawayi  Larsen, 1983 

Twin-spot Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops plebeia plebeia (Butler, 1898) 

Congo Twin-spot Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops plebeia proclus (Hulstaert, 1924) 

Lilac Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops polydialecta  (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) 

Baviaanskloof Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops poseidon  Pringle, 1987 

Highveld Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops praeterita  Swanepoel, 1962 

Pringle's Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops pringlei  Dickson, [1982] 

Potchefstroom Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops procera  (Trimen, 1893) 

Ethiopia Lavender Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops pterou lilacina (Ungemach, 1932) 

Lavender Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops pterou pterou (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) 

Uganda Lavender Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops pterou suk van Someren, 1957 

Mouse Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops puncticilia  (Trimen, 1883) 

Tailed Blue Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops quassi bernaudi Libert & Collins, 2001 

Cameroon Tailed Blue Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops quassi quassi (Karsch, 1895) 

Pastel-blue Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops quickelbergei  Swanepoel, 1969 

Angola Veined Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops reichenowii  (Dewitz, 1879) 

Chipata Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops rhodesensae  (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) 

Ash Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops ringa  Tite, 1959 

Small Brown Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops robertsoni  Cottrell, 1965 

Stoffberg Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops rossouwi  Henning & Henning, 1994 

Nyanga Green Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops ruthica  Pennington, 1953 

Chocolate Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops skotios  (Druce, 1905) 

Roseate Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops solwezii  (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) 

Karoo Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops southeyae  Pennington, 1967 

Great Untailed Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops stormsi  (Robbe, 1892) 
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Dirre Dawa Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops subvariegata  Talbot, 1935 

Barberton Blue Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops swanepoeli  (Pennington, 1948) 

Swartberg Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops swartbergensis  Swanepoel, 1969 

Untailed Blue Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops synchrematiza  (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) 

King Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops tantalus  (Trimen, 1887) 

Porseleinberg Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops titei  Dickson, 1976 

Cape Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops trimeni  (Bethune-Baker, [1923]) 

Toliara Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops turlini  Stempffer, 1972 

Savanna Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops vansoni  (Swanepoel, 1949) 

Variable Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops variabilis  Cottrell, 1965 

Nigerian Tailed Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops vera  Tite, 1961 

Winterberg Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops victori  Pringle, 1984 

Western Satin Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops victoriae occidentalis Libert & Collins, 2001 

Eastern Satin Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops victoriae vansomereni Stempffer, 1951 

Satin Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops victoriae victoriae (Karsch, 1895) 

Violet Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops violetta  (Pinhey, 1945) 

Namaqua Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops wykehami  Tite, 1964 

Solwezi Mauve Giant Cupid Lepidochrysops yvonnae  Gardiner, 2004 

Dark Forest Swift Borbo binga  (Evans, 1937) 

Olive-haired Swift  Borbo borbonica borbonica (Boisduval, 1833) 

Seychelles Olive-haired Swift  Borbo borbonica morella (de Joannis, 1893) 

Ochre-palp Swift Borbo chagwa  (Evans, 1937) 

Pale Swift Borbo cottrelli  Larsen, 2013 

Rusty Swift  Borbo detecta  (Trimen, 1893) 

False Swift  Borbo fallax  (Gaede, 1916) 

Yellow Swift Borbo fanta  (Evans, 1937) 

Comoro Long-horned Swift  Borbo fatuellus dolens (Mabille, 1898) 

Long-horned Swift  Borbo fatuellus fatuellus (Hopffer, 1855) 

Sao Tome Long-horned Swift  Borbo fatuellus thomea (Evans, 1937) 

Southern Ferrous Swift  Borbo ferruginea dondo Evans, 1956 

Ferrous Swift  Borbo ferruginea ferruginea (Aurivillius, [1925]) 

Malagasy Swift Borbo havei  (Boisduval, 1833) 

Kakamega Swift Borbo kaka  (Evans, 1938) 

Sierra Leone Swift Borbo liana  (Evans, 1937) 

Lesser-horned Swift  Borbo lugens  (Hopffer, 1855) 

Marsh Swift  Borbo micans  (Holland, 1896) 

Malagasy Dark Swift Borbo ratek  (Boisduval, 1833) 

Congo Swift Borbo sirena  (Evans, 1937) 

White-banded Red-eye Pteroteinon caenira  (Hewitson, [1867]) 

Dark Forest Red-eye Pteroteinon capronnieri  (Plötz, 1879) 

Pale White-banded Red-eye Pteroteinon ceucaenira  (Druce, 1910) 

Narrow-banded Red-eye Pteroteinon concaenira  Belcastro & Larsen, 1996 

Green-winged Red-eye Pteroteinon iricolor  (Holland, 1890) 

Gabon Red-eye Pteroteinon komo  Vande weghe, 2009 

Brown-winged Red-eye Pteroteinon laterculus  (Holland, 1890) 

Blue Red-eye Pteroteinon laufella  (Hewitson, [1868]) 

Spotted Red-eye Pteroteinon pruna  Evans, 1937 

Dull Red-eye Pteroteinon reali  Berger, 1962 

West African Orange Parosmodes lentiginosa  (Holland, 1896) 

Western Speckled Orange  Parosmodes morantii axis Evans, 1937 
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Speckled Orange  Parosmodes morantii morantii (Trimen, 1873) 

Ugandan Orange Parosmodes onza  Evans, 1956 

Coastal Large Flat  Kobelana kobela   (Trimen, 1864) 

Mountain Large Flat  Kobelana krooni   (Vári, 1974) 

Brown Forest Swift Noctulana noctula   (Druce, 1909) 

 
 
To date, we have proposed English names for 431 out of 6 413 African Butterfly taxa; we are 6.7% 
of the way there! 
 
If you are interested in this project, or are able to help in any way, please contact me at 
jchdobson@gmail.com. 
 
I’d like the completed list of English names to be something LepSoc Africa can be proud of and, as 
a butterfly checklist for a biogeographical region, to be a to be world leader in terms of consistency 
and helpfulness; I’m not going to achieve this without your assistance! 
 
All contributors will be given an up to date checklist of African Papilionoidea, based on Afrotropical 
Butterflies. 

 

 

  

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
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Butterfly identification plates (Mark Williams) 

SPECTACULAR DEAD-LEAF BUTTERFLIES OF THE CONGO BASIN RAINFORESTS 
IMAGES OF SPECIMENS IN THE AFRICAN BUTTERFLY RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
COLLECTION, NAIROBI. 
 
 
 

        
Kumothales inexpectata (♂recto, ♂verso, ♀recto, ♀verso) 

 
 

 
 

        
Harmilla elegans elegans (♂recto, ♂verso) and Harmilla elegans hawkeri (♂recto, ♂verso) 

 
        
 

 
 

Mallika jacksoni (♂recto, ♂verso, ♀recto, ♀verso) 
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Junonia ansorgei (♂recto, ♂verso) and Junonia cymodoce (♂recto, ♂verso) 
 
 
 

 

        
 

Kallimoides rumia (♂recto, ♂verso) and Salamis cacta (♂recto, ♂verso) 
 
 

 

I forgot to acknowledge that the images for the series of Heteropsis plates, featured in the 

previous three editions of African Butterfly News, all came from the ABRI Collection in Nairobi. 
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Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson and Fanie Rautenbach) 
 

The Butterfly Index is tracking trends of butterfly abundance in South Africa, post January 2018. 

 

Fanie Rautenbach has attempted to get an indication of butterfly-abundance data for the 

preceding years. Using LepiMAP, he has analysed records for specific quarter-degree blocks, to 

establish the following: 

1. Historically, how many butterflies have been found within a quarter-degree block and what 

percentage of these species have been observed since the year 2000? 

2. What degree of human disturbance has the block experienced this century and what has 

been the degree of observer effort with regard to lepidoptera record-counts? 

Based on Fanie’s data, it seems that, in general, butterfly numbers have reduced by at least 15% 

this century. In other words, if we take a quarter-degree cell which has been well surveyed and 

which has experienced little habitat degradation, we will now find only 85% of the butterfly species 

that once occurred there. 

Not too bad you might think? Well, I’m afraid it’s worse than it may seem. Firstly, it must be 

appreciated that butterfly numbers did not suddenly drop by 15% in the year 2000 and remain 

constant: we are looking at a declining curve; I’ve selected 2010 to represent the average situation 

for this century. Also, the reduction in butterfly abundance certainly commenced in the 20th 

century, but we have no way of measuring this. I’ve assumed the decline started in 1980 and that 

1990 is representative of this period. 

A possible curve that fits the 15% reduction criteria is a partial sine-wave, with a reduction in 

butterfly numbers of 50% over a 75-year period (1980 to 2055). 

 

 

Of course, it’s possible that we are seeing an inexorable descent into extinction (the dotted red 

line), but seeing as Homo sapiens probably won’t be around to monitor this scenario, I’d rather 

focus on the sine-curve… 

Another possibility, is that we are seeing a normal cyclical fluctuation and the curve will develop an 

upward trend in a few years. I wouldn’t bet on this though. 
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Obviously, I’ve constructed the above graph with very little data, but I believe it’s better than 

nothing: next time someone says “I don’t see as many butterflies as I used to” you can say “yes, 

there’s been a 25% decline and it’s going to get a whole lot worse”. The steepest rate of reduction 

(between 2000 and 2025) is the period that we are experiencing at the moment, which is why it is 

so noticeable. 

Note that the graph is a trend-line; there will still be “good” and “bad” seasons and I suspect that 

over the last couple of years (in some areas), we may have seen a reduction of about 50% in our 

butterfly abundance, compared to 1980. Also, this “forecast” applies to Papilionoidea. Other 

families of lepidoptera may have fared even worse: based on anecdotal “windscreen” reports (the 

absence of insects splattered on car windscreens at night), numbers of some night-flying species 

may have declined by as much as 75%, perhaps a consequence of light-pollution, added to the 

other negative factors. 

The butterfly-index results to-date are summarized in the graph below. I’ve revised the graph 

slightly, as follows: 

• The 2018 Index scores were rounded down to the nearest integer. I’ve now input the actual 

values, as derived from the Abundance Index equation; this has raised the values of the 

2018 curve slightly. 

• All results received for provinces within the summer rainfall region of South Africa have 

been averaged. Provided the indexes are calibrated correctly, an “average” score for the 

Western Cape (say 10 species), should be equivalent to 40 species on the Lowveld. 

However, the seasonal variations are unlikely to be proportional, so I’m concentrating on 

summer rainfall areas at present. The other reason, unfortunately, is that I’m not getting any 

data from the Western Cape… 

• The black “benchmark” line has been smoothed slightly (the extent of the “dip” in the winter 

months has been reduced).  
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For the Butterfly Index, I require the number of species 

seen at a single locality in a single day. If your survey is 

superficial (less than 1-hour in duration), or based on 

observations from a suburban garden or farm, please let 

me know and I’ll multiply the number obtained by 1.5. 

Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App is a great way of saving 

butterfly checklists. It will soon be possible to export 

these lists directly to Lepibase; data submission will be a 

key requirement of the new permitting system, outlined 

under LATEST NEWS.  

 

 

 

For information, the Abundance Index (Ax) is calculated using the following formula, where n 

represents the species-count from a site and F is the percentage factor from the Biome table: 

Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5 

  

Lowveld 

Savanna or 

Forest (L.S.)

Highveld 

Savanna 

(H.S)

Highveld 

Grassland 

(H.G.)

Arid Savanna 

(A.S)

Karoo (K) Fynbos (F) Afromontane 

Forest (A.F.)

5 Excellent >80 >56 >40 >28 >20 >20 >40

4 Good 52 to 80 37 to 56 26 to 40 19 to 28 13 to 20 13 to 20 26 to 40

3 Average 29 to 51 20 to 36 15 to 25 10 to 18 8 to 12 8 to 12 15 to 25

2 Poor 11 to 28 8 to 19 6 to 14 4 to 9 3 to 7 3 to 7 6 to 14

1 Very Poor ≤10 ≤7 ≤5 ≤3 ≤2 ≤2 ≤5

0 No Data

NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

BIOMEABUNDANCE 

INDEX

100%

70%

50%

35%

25%

25%

50%

Factor

Arid Savanna (A.S.)

Karoo (K)

Fynbos (F)

Afromontane Forest (A.F.)

Biome

Lowveld Savanna or Forest (L.S.)

Highveld Savanna (H.S.)

Highveld Grassland (H.G.)

Biome – Correction Factors 
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Methodology 

 

1/. Each Province receives a monthly rating between, which will be more than 1 (Very Poor) and is 

unlikely to exceed 5 (Excellent). Lesotho and Swaziland are included as Provinces. 

 

2/. The rating is based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the 

province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea 

superfamily (traditional butterflies). 

 

3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a single Province, the highest 

rating will be used.  

 

Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives! 

 

Objectives 

 

1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa 

 

2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes  

 

Data – July and August: 

 

 

 
Summarized Butterfly Index Data – 2019: 
 

   

Index Score Locality Biome Observer Index Score Locality Biome Observer

Gauteng 3.4 19 WSBG H.S. Jeremy Dobson 4.1 27 WSBG H.S. Jeremy Dobson

KwaZulu-Natal 4 53 uMlalazi NR L.S. Steve Woodhall 4 52 Keneth Stainbank L.S. Steve Woodhall

Limpopo 0 4.5 46 Tubex H.S. Johan Greyling

Mpumalanga 0 0

Western Cape 0 0

Eastern Cape 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0

Southern Cape 0 0

North West 0 4.2 40 Utopia H.S. Jeremy Dobson

Free State 0 0

Lesotho 0 0

Swaziland 0 0

PROVINCE

2019

JULY AUG

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Gauteng 3.8 3.8 3.6 3.2 3.4 3.3 3.4 4.1

KwaZulu-Natal 3.8 3.5 3.9 4.6 5.1 4.4 4 4

Limpopo 0 2.5 4.3 0 0 3.6 0 4.5

Mpumalanga 4.9 0 0 4.4 3.9 0 0 0

Western Cape 0 3.8 0 0 0 0 0 0

Eastern Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Southern Cape 0 0 4.2 0 0 0 0 0

North West 2.4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4.2

Free State 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lesotho 0 3.8 0 0 0 0 0 0

Swaziland 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

PROVINCE
2019 - SUMMARY
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LepiMAP (Fanie Rautenbach)  
 
LepiMAP is helping to build up-to-date distribution maps for the butterflies and moths of Africa. 
These maps are critically important for conservation management and priority setting. Without 
good distribution maps, species conservation is largely guesswork. You can make your 
photography count for conservation by uploading your photos into the Virtual Museum 
(http://vmus.adu.org.za/).  
 
Last year, LepiMAP had its best year ever when 29,075 records were submitted. The totals have 
been above 20,000 for each of the five years from 2014 to 2018. The total number of butterfly and 
moth records uploaded via the Virtual Museum website is currently an amazing 173,307. The total 
size of the LepiMAP database is now 507,768. This includes all the historic specimen records of 
butterflies that were used in the Butterfly Atlas, SABCA, published in 2013. 
 

Please refer to the following link, to see examples of the valuable contributions being made to the 
Virtual Museum. http://thebdi.org/blog/2018/11/02/whats-the-value-of-a-photo/ 

 
…some comments from Mark Liptrot 
I registered with the VM in March 2013, and since then have been able to post pictures from all the 
localities I visit – to date in 100 different loci, and closing on 9 000 separate postings, 450 
species/sub-species and 4 sub-Saharan countries. Some localities I have visited have not been 
LepiMapped before, so all sightings (of even common species) are significant in understanding the 
overall biodiversity in the locus. Most of my sightings have been in the Durban area, and of these 
Krantzkloof Nature Reserve is the area most frequently visited. Five years ago, the total species 
count in the area from recent sightings by Steve Woodhall and myself was 135 (butterflies only). 
This has now been expanded to 176. Some of these have not been recorded or photographed 
there in this century, which suggests that even more species may be lurking there, waiting to be 
discovered. Finding a new or rare species and photographing it must be one of the most satisfying 
rewards for us Lepidopterists (apart from rearing them from egg to adult!) 
 
I’m grateful to Steve Woodhall and to Fanie Rautenbach for either confirming or correcting my IDs, 
and for fuelling my enthusiasm for mapping this most interesting insect group. 

 
Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 
 

The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by 
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across 
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly 
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but 
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for 
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of 
taxonomic issues. 
 
Jonathan reports that steady progress is being made, but that the DNA sequencing work is taking 
longer than anticipated. While samples of all South African butterfly genera have been submitted, 
the extraction of good data – especially from older material – is proving problematic. He hopes to 
be able to advise LepSoc Africa shortly, regarding which genera we should be targeting next 
season.  

CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

http://vmus.adu.org.za/
http://thebdi.org/blog/2018/11/02/whats-the-value-of-a-photo/
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He wants to produce a preliminary report towards the end of this year and, going forward, the aim 
is to complete the Aloeides Project and to obtain DNA sequences for all South African Lycaenidae. 
 
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to 
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 

 
Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 
 
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc Africa website for details 
(http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) or visit the Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/).  

 
COREL 
 
We are busy restructuring COREL (Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera). 
 
There is a lot of work to do in this vital undertaking; if you would like to assist in any capacity, 
please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com 
 
A link to the latest COREL guidelines is attached below: 
 

COREL - Structure and guidelines 
 

 
Aloeides Gallery (2019 – 2020 Season) 
 
 

  

Aloeides taikosama  
Walter Sisulu, Gauteng 

Jeremy Dobson 

Aloeides damarensis mashona 
Bateleur, Limpopo 

Jeremy Dobson 

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dhewypd72x322la/Reorganisation%20of%20the%20COREL%20programme.pdf?dl=0
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Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
A summary of Aloeides Project data collected to date is as follows: 

 

 

  

Collector Records Taxon Records

Jeremy Dobson 131 Aloeides damarensis damarensis 35

Alan Gardiner 76 Aloeides trimeni trimeni 34

Peter Ward 47 Aloeides henningi 30

André Coetzer 29 Aloeides pierus 24

Mark Williams 22 Aloeides aranda 18

Christopher Dobson 16 Aloeides dryas 17

Peter Webb 12 Aloeides swanepoeli 15

Andrew  Morton 9 Aloeides oreas 15

Dave Edge 9 Aloeides penningtoni 14

Harald Selb 7 Aloeides titei 13

Andrew  Mayer 7 Aloeides macmasteri 13

Reinier Terblanche 5 Aloeides taikosama 13

Steve Woodhall 5 Aloeides dicksoni 8

Hayden Warren-Gash 4 Aloeides dentatis dentatis 8

Ray Jones 4 Aloeides depicta 7

Graham Henning 4 Aloeides maluti 7

Etienne Terblanche 2 Aloeides juana 6

Johan Greyling 2 Aloeides susanae 6

391 Aloeides rossouwi 6

Aloeides molomo molomo 6

Aloeides bamptoni 5

Aloeides arida 5

Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae 5

Aloeides gowani 5

Aloeides barklyi 5

Aloeides caledoni 4

Aloeides thyra thyra 4

Aloeides thyra orientis 4

Aloeides margaretae 4

Aloeides pallida littoralis 4

Aloeides plowesi 4

Aloeides dentatis maseruna 4

Aloeides simplex 4

Aloeides almeida 4

Aloeides damarensis mashona 3

Aloeides nubilus 3

Aloeides molomo krooni 3

Aloeides quickelbergei 3

Aloeides stevensoni 3

Aloeides griseus 2

Aloeides vansoni 2

Aloeides apicalis 2

Aloeides rileyi 2

Aloeides trimeni southeyae 2

Aloeides nollothi 2

Aloeides barbarae 1

Aloeides caffrariae 1

Aloeides egerides 1

Aloeides molomo handmani 1

Aloeides pallida grandis 1

Aloeides pallida jonathani 1

Aloeides pallida pallida 1

Aloeides mbuluensis 1

391
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Before publishing the initial paper next year, my goal is to acquire a minimum of 500 records, 
containing samples of 60 taxa; 80% of the currently recognized taxonomic list (75 taxa). Currently, 
we have 391 records, comprising 53 taxa, so we are 78% and 88% of the way respectively! 

I’m sure we can acquire another 109 records this season. Obtaining records for another 7 taxa 
might be trickier, but to assist you, I’ve attached a list of the “missing” butterflies (below). 
Ultimately, I’d like to obtain samples from all these taxa, but this probably won’t be possible before 
the end of the season. 

Missing Taxa Author 

Aloeides angolensis  Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Aloeides argenteus  Henning & Henning, 1994 

Aloeides braueri  Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Aloeides carolynnae aurata Pringle, 1994 

Aloeides clarki  Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Aloeides conradsi angoniensis Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Aloeides conradsi conradsi (Aurivillius, 1906) 

Aloeides conradsi jacksoni Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Aloeides conradsi talboti Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Aloeides kaplani  Tite & Dickson, 1977 

Aloeides lutescens  Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Aloeides merces  Henning & Henning, 1986 

Aloeides molomo coalescens Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Aloeides molomo kiellandi Carcasson, 1961 

Aloeides molomo mumbuensis Riley, 1921 

Aloeides monticola  Pringle, 1994 

Aloeides mullini  Henning & Henning, 1996 

Aloeides namibiensis  Henning & Henning, 1994 

Aloeides pallida juno Pringle, 1994 

Aloeides pallida liversidgei Pringle, 1994 

Aloeides pringlei  Tite & Dickson, 1976 

Aloeides tearei  Henning & Henning, 1982 
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Metamorphosis  
 
Dave Edge is the Editor of Metamorphosis; Silvia Kirkman is the Sub Editor responsible for 

production. 

 

Due to the large number of articles, Volume 29 (2018) has been produced in two editions, to make 
the publications more manageable and less expensive to post: 
 

• Metamorphosis journal Volume 29 Part 1 : R150 excluding postage 
 

• Metamorphosis journal Volume 29 Part 2 : R160 excluding postage 
 

Please contact Dave at orachrysops@gmail.com or Silvia at silviakirkman@gmail.com should you 

wish to purchase copies. 

 

New articles in Metamorphosis: 

• A new locality for Thestor dicksoni malagas Dickson & Wykeham, 1994 (Lepidoptera: 

Lycaenidae: Miletinae) in the Western Cape Province, South Africa 

Mark Williams 

  

PUBLICATIONS 

mailto:orachrysops@gmail.com
mailto:silviakirkman@gmail.com
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Gauteng  
 
I visited Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens and the surrounding hills in late July. There weren’t 
many butterflies, but I recorded 19 species (Butterfly Index 3.4 – Average), which isn’t bad for 
winter. 
There were a few harbingers of spring, such as the Peppered Hopper (Platylesches ayresii) and 
Sabi Smoky Blue (Euchrysops dolorosa). Also, I saw a King Pearl-spotted Charaxes (Charaxes 
jahlusa rex); this is a fairly rare visitor to Johannesburg, but with climate change, much of the city 
is now frost-free, so we may see much more of this butterfly in years to come. 

 

 
A couple of weeks later, at the same site, many of the Gauteng Spring butterflies were out in full 

force: 27 species; Abundance Index 4.1(Good). 

 

 

  

REGIONAL ROUNDUP 

Eicochrysops messapus mahallakoaena 
WSBG, Gauteng 

Mylothris rueppellii haemus 
WSBG, Gauteng 

Charaxes jahlusa rex 
WSBG, Gauteng 

Axiocerses tjoane tjoane 
WSBG, Gauteng 

Cigaritis natalensis  
WSBG, Gauteng 

Iolaus trimeni  
WSBG, Gauteng 
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Mpumalanga 
 

Mark Williams and I visited the KwaMhlanga area in late August, 

primarily to try and find eggs of the Spring Hopper (Platylesches 

dolomitica). We saw a couple of P. dolomitica but were probably 

a few days too early for the main emergence. We recorded 25 

species (Abundance Index 3.9 - Average), including Dusky 

Russet (Aloeides taikosama) and Bush Scarlet (Axiocerses 

amanga amanga). 

 

Limpopo 
 

Johan Greyling, Andrew Mayer and Paul Van Eden visited Tubex on 18 August. 

It was dry, but they recorded 46 species: Abundance Index 4.5 (Good). A noteworthy record was 

Pennington’s Plain Buff (Cnodontes penningtoni), a very early emergence for this species. 

 

Johan observed piles of logs next to the road – almost all the large trees from this area are now 

gone. 

 

   

 

 

 
Mark Williams, Martin Lunderstedt and I visited Bateleur on 31 August, where we met Wouter 

Schreuders and Tersia. We searched – in vain – for the Waterberg Acraea Copper (Erikssonia 

edgei), but were probably a few weeks too early. 

The good news was that butterflies were out in fair numbers – a significant improvement on last 

year. 

We recorded 47 species: Abundance Index – 4.5 (Good), including Hutchinson’s Highflier 

(Aphnaeus hutchinsonii) and Saffron Sapphire (Iolaus pallene).  

 

 

Cacyreus virilis  
KwMhlanga, Mpumalanga 

Axiocerses amanga amanga 
Bateleur, North West 

 

Deudorix dinochares 
Bateleur, North West 

 

Charaxes saturnus saturnus 
Bateleur, North West 
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North West 
 

I visited Utopia Nature Resort on 29 August – 40 species: Abundance Index 4.2 (Good). This is a 

pretty good result; much better than at the same stage last season. 

 

A significant record was Hutchinson’s Highflier (Aphnaeus hutchinsonii), which I believe may the 

earliest ever Highveld record for this species. Back in the day (apparently), A. hutchinsonii was 

considered an October butterfly. In recent seasons however, it’s usually done and dusted by mid-

September. 

 

 

KwaZulu-Natal 
 

Refer to articles by Steve Woodhall and Mark Liptrot under LATEST NEWS. 

 

Mark Liptrot recorded the White Pie (Tuxentius calice) from his garden in Kloof; this is a butterfly 

that, according to the VM,  has not been recorded from this quarter-degree cell since 1959. 

 

Western Cape 
 

Refer to Thestor strutti by Andrew Morton under LATEST NEWS. 
  

Aphnaeus hutchinsonii 
Utopia Resort, North West 

 

Spialia spio 
Utopia Resort, North West 

 

Zintha hintza hintza 
Utopia Resort, North West 

 

Pelopidas thrax 
Utopia Resort, North West 

 

Cigaritis mozambica 
Utopia Resort, North West 

 

Colotis euippe omphale 
Utopia Resort, North West 
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Johan Heyns has a large collection of photographs, which we will include as a regular feature in 
this newsletter.  
 
More from the Eribidae family 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Automolis meteus 
Johan Heyns 

Automolis sp. 
Johan Heyns 

 

 

Cragia distigmata 
Johan Heyns 

 

Cyana pretoriae  
Johan Heyns 

 Cyana rejecta  
Johan Heyns 

 

Diota rostrata  
Johan Heyns 

 

OTHER BUTTERFLIES
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Uganda  
 

Rogers has bought a small patch of land adjacent to Mpanga Forest for R25 000. There may be 

people who are interested in sponsoring this development (or extending the site)? 

 

I believe there is potential to undertake some really interesting life-history studies. If Rogers 

provides the right plants (which he can get from the adjacent forest), the butterflies will come... 

Some pictures from Rogers below: 

 

 

 

Namibia  
 

Katherina Reddig forwarded the following pictures, from a visit to the Erongo region in July. 

 

  

AFRICA DESK

Colotis ione 
Erongo, Namibia 
Katherina Reddig 

Colotis calais calais  
Erongo, Namibia 
Katherina Reddig 

 

Deodorix antalus 
Erongo, Namibia 
Katherina Reddig 

 

Hypolycaena lebona davenporti 
Mpanga, Uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 

Rogers, Nick, Perpetra Akite and Susan 
at Mpanga 

Charaxes pleione bebra 
Mpanga, Uganda 
Rogers Muhwezi 



61 
 

Ghana 
 

Angola 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ethiopia 

 

  

Colotis evarne  
Arba Minch, Ethiopia 

Pamela Sai 

 

Colotis ione  
Arba Minch, Ethiopia 

Pamela Sai 

 

Papilio (Princeps) phorcas congoanus  
Bengo, Angola 

Rogério Ferreira 

 

Pyrrhiades anchises anchises  
Arba Minch, Ethiopia 

Pamela Sai 

 

Three Euphaedra species from Bobiri, Ghana 
Pamela Sai 
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Elected Executive Councillors and LSA Directors: 

 

• Jeremy Dobson (Chairman) 

• Justin Bode (Secretary) 

• Peter Ward (Treasurer) 
 

Co-opted Councillors 
 

• Dave Edge (Editor of Metamorphosis) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Conservation, Research and Permits) 

• Steve Woodhall (Marketing) 
 
Branch Chairmen 
 

• Andre Coetzer (Highveld – Gauteng, North West and Free State) 

• Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal) 

• Andrew Morton (Western Cape) 

• Ernest Pringle (Eastern Cape) 

• Dave Edge (Southern Cape) 

• Vaughan Jessnitz (Limpopo) 
 
  
The price of Metamorphosis Volume 29 – Part 1 is R150, excluding postage. Part 2 costs R160. 
Various postage options with different pricing are available.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Subscriptions are due on 01 January each year. 

For new members, rates are discounted by 50% after 30 June. 

 

  

Annual subscription 
fee (current year i.e. 

2018) 

Metamorphosis 
printed copy 

(preceding year i.e. 
2017) 

Annual subscriptions, 
plus printed copy of 

Metamorphosis 

Category 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 

Sponsor R 1 200 R 1 400 Included Included R 1 200 R 1 400 

Ordinary R 270 R 400 R 125 R 125 R 395 R 525 

Pensioner (over 60 yrs) R 200 R 280 R 125 R 125 R 325 R 405 

Student (under 23 yrs) R 150 R 250 R 125 R 125 R 275 R 375 

LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL
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Martin Lunderstedt, longstanding member of LepSoc Africa is featured 
this month.  
 
My name is Martin Wayne Lunderstedt and I was born in Umtali, Southern 

Rhodesia, on the 24th October, 1959, to my parents, Howard Arnold and 

Betty Irene Lunderstedt. I am the youngest son of three boys, David 

Fredrick and Stephen Arnold, and I also have a younger sister, Diana 

Irene. Apparently I was a bit of a handful as a toddler and there are stories 

of me being chained to a push-chair to get me to KG School or I would run 

away into the bush. 

We moved to a smallholding in the middle of Hillside Golf Course, called Longdon House, in 

around 1962. The place was of great interest as it used to be the garden of Kingsley Fairbridge 

and all his fruit trees were issued or given to him by Cecil John Rhodes around 1897. I used to 

play with my siblings in those same trees in the 60’s. We used to climb the huge mango trees and 

feast on the giant mangos up in the trees like little baboons. One day I had this very uncomfortable 

feeling that I was being watched but there was no-one around. It was eerie until I looked up! There 

was a huge wasp nest with very agitated wasps looking down on me. As our eyes locked they 

released their grip on the nest and descended onto my shoulders, neck, back and anywhere else 

unprotected and began to chastise me. To this day I do not know how I descended but it was pure 

magic the way I did not touch any branches to escape their stinging. Even to this day I harbour 

pathological and malevolent thoughts towards wasps and their kin.  

In Kingsley’s memoirs he talks about their house just to the East called Utopia and often when he 

walked home at night, a leopard used to follow him and his dog. In our day there were only bush 

pigs and bushbuck living in the virtual forest surrounding our ten-acre plot. As my father was an 

engineer, building bridges on the railways, he used to bring home baby duikers, which we used to 

rear and release into our area. It was a sunshine filled childhood with no cares in the world except 

for wild cats removing our chickens every now and then.  

My elder brother David, is five years older than I and was a gifted sportsman and a head boy of his 

schools to boot. My other brother, Stephen, is three years older than me and we shared a 

bedroom together for our entire childhood. It is to him that I attribute my love of history and also a 

great love of music, notably from the 60’s and early 70’s. Many a joyous evening was spent 

listening to the old valve radio to LM Radio plus the old Springbok Radio to ‘Men from the Ministry’ 

and ‘The Goon Show’. We had many an adventure or misadventure depending on how old you 

were at the time. We only received TV in 1972 in Umtali and it changed our outlook immensely to 

the media. 

Mozambique was just to the East of us and we never felt the impact of sanctions imposed by 

Britain on us by Ian Smith’s declaration of UDI on the 11th November, 1965. My father would take 

us to then Vila de Manica every two weeks, to Freitas Restaurant. We would have a Sunday lunch 

there and on the way back, fill up the car with Portuguese petrol. Beira was another two hundred 

and ninety kilometres further on and a few Easters were spent there. We also went a few times to 

Chicamba Dam just over the border for my father to teach us to fish and I remember the place 

being infested with crocodiles. Another great place was Nova Sofala about 50kms South of Beira 

and you had to go over the drying Pungwe River flats to get there. The Dondo Forest and the 

Amatongas had already been destroyed by this time so it was always quite a journey, which my 

FOCUS ON… 
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mom detested, and she positively loathed Beira, which was always dirty and full of mosquitoes. My 

mother was from England and is a true Englishwoman in the way she was brought up.  

The Vumba Mountains were about 15kms away to the South, together with the incredibly fertile 

Burma Valley on the other side, bordered by the mysterious Himalayas Mountains shrouded in 

cloud. Many weekend days were spent either at Cloudlands or at Leopard Rock Motel deep in the 

Vumba. Also of great joy to us was Hot Springs Resort on the Birchenough Bridge road or Lake 

Alexander just beyond Penhalonga. Inyanga was just a little too far for us and we didn’t go there 

very often. 

In early 1969, a craze started in our school. It was collecting butterflies and the exotic new names 

like Painted Lady, Citrus Swallowtail, Green-banded Swallowtail, Guinea-fowl, etc, were bandied 

around. I was hooked! My Mom made me a net consisting of an old orange bag with a wire loop 

on a piece of bamboo. For my birthday later that year she went to All-sports and bought a 

manufactured net, plus, my greatest treasure, Elliot Pinhey’s ‘Butterflies of Southern Africa’ which 

he autographed in 1975. As entomological pins were unobtainable I used to borrow my Mom’s 

sewing pins to mount my little corpses and store them in cardboard shirt boxes. To this day the 

smell of drying butterflies always takes me back. My father took me one day to the Vumba 

Mountains, down Laurenceville Road to meet an old man whose house he was renovating. His 

name was B. D. Barnes and I remember staring at these peculiar white ‘Browns’ (Satyrinae) flying 

high up and rapidly in his riverine forest. 

In 1970 I went into Standard 4 and my teacher was a guy called Roy Konschel who recognised a 

strange breed of child and he allowed me, during Science classes, to roam the school grounds to 

collect for the school collection, anything that piqued my interest. It is because of him that I 

became the collector I am today. There was a boy in the year above me called Robert Plowes and 

one day I went to their house to look at their butterfly collection. His father was the renowned 

nature enthusiast Darrell Plowes, who truly was one of the greats. He gave me a small mounted 

display with a few local butterflies in it which I still have today. Another big influence was getting a 

mini library of Gerald Durrell’s books, most notably ‘My Family and Other Animals’. 

We moved to a new house behind Chancellor Junior School on Methuen Road and there was a 

genuine castle built on a small koppie at the top of the road. It was called Methuen Castle and was 

built by Colonel Methuen for his bride after the 1914-18 war and to me was the greatest collecting 

spot ever! Butterflies like Charaxes protoclea azota, C. macclounii, C. bohemani, C. druceanus 

stevensoni, C. ethalion, and a single Euxanthe wakefieldi all fell to the swinging net. I used to 

shimmy up the trees and collect in the canopy small little gems like Iolaus sidus, Iolaus silarus and 

Myrina silenus ficedula. My first Junonia artaxia plus Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii and orange 

form Pseudacraea lucretia expansa too. It was virtually a butterfly paradise and I didn’t know 

anything about hill-topping but I soon learnt. 

There were many great adventures with my Fox Terrier, ‘Foxy’ in the early 70’s and we were 

inseparable until he got tragically killed in 1975. I actually stopped collecting that day until I 

restarted again in 1985 in the Orange Free State in South Africa. 

Mozambique gained independence from Portugal in 1974 and then the bush war started in earnest 

in our area and curtailed a lot of our past activities in the region. There were many ambushes and 

land mine incidents which stopped our driving around at weekends so butterfly collecting would 

have stopped as well.  

My father joined the Army and was killed in a mortar attack in August 1976 in the war and I 

changed considerably. I joined the Army for three years from 1978 until 1980. I travelled 

extensively in the Army and names at first foreign became second-nature to us. Victoria Falls, 
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Mukumbura, Sipolilo, Kotwa, Nyamapanda, Dett, Lupane, Kariba, Mt Selinda, Essexvale and free 

helicopter flights. In those three years I went to more places in the then-Rhodesia than I had ever 

done in my first eighteen years. When Rhodesia became Zimbabwe, I left the service to go to civie 

street. My butterfly collection, as it was then, became a museum beetle gourmet dish and was 

destroyed by them. 

My first civilian job was at Tanganda Tea Estates in the Chipinge district. I was employed as a 

book-keeper and my two estates were Jersey and Zona Tea Estates. In between the two was a 

forest called Chirinda Forest at Mt. Selinda and I had to drive through the forest every time I 

wanted to go to Zona. I used to stop and watch the butterflies flying around and one day I had a 

female Salamis cacta eileensis land at my feet and open its wings. The exquisite maroon colour 

with golden sheen was something I had never seen before and I was smitten. It still took a few 

more years before I started collecting again. One day three young teenage boys stopped at my 

house at Jersey Tea Estate and asked if they could camp there. As I had two spare bedrooms I 

offered them one but they wanted to camp in a small tent outside. They were from Bulawayo and 

one of them was Alan Gardiner, minus a beard then. 

I left Zimbabwe early in 1981 to get work in South Africa and hitch-hiked around the country until I 

got work in the mines at Virginia, Orange Free State as an apprentice electrician, where I met my 

first wife, Ricky.  

Around May 1985, just before winter, I made a net and proceeded to collect again. That first day I 

spied a Charaxes saturnus flying over me in a river bed and I was actually so happy again that 

there were Charaxes species here. That was the last one I ever saw and even now, the closest 

area is Klerksdorp, about 150 kms away to the west, along the Vaal River. I collected extensively 

around the area and met up with a fellow soul called Rudolf Swart who had an unlimited petrol 

quota. We explored Lesotho, Zululand, and even the Eastern Cape wasn’t too far away. During 

this period I went back to Zimbabwe to visit my mother and collected around all my old spots. I 

went down to Chirinda Forest on a small safari and met a pair of collectors called Nolan Owen-

Johnstone and a frail man called Ivan Bampton. This was in November 1985 and these people 

told me that there actually was a society for collectors called ‘The Lepidopterist Society of 

Southern Africa’ and the guy to contact was Bill Henning. These two taught me a few things there 

and I said I would contact them again. 

When I got back to my employment again I contacted Bill and joined the Society for R20. I was 

invited to visit him at their residence at Harry Lawrence Street in Florida so off I went. What a 

gentleman he was and there were his sons too. A quiet studious one (Stephen) and a noisy, 

boisterous one (Graham) and we have been great mates ever since! 

Once I had joined the Society I received a list of collectors who were members too. I pored over it 

and found a few who were near my region and contacted them all. One was Gustaf Peach, who 

lived in Kroonstad, and we explored the Northern Cape around Kuruman and Barkley West 

together. Our last trip together was in the Queenstown and Lady Grey areas in the Eastern Cape 

and I wrote about it many years ago in Metamorphosis. He left to go to the Northern Transvaal and 

apparently stopped collecting.  

I went to my first Lepsoc AGM at Onderstepoort sometime in the late 80’s and met all these 

strange characters. The brothers’ Henning again, with their menagerie of kids, Steve Woodhall, 

Mark Williams, Jo Joannau, Hermann Staude, Bill Steele were all introduced to me and the 

weekend was too short. This is where my great friendships with many of the older collectors 

started. 
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I went up a few times to Zimbabwe in the late 80’s and met a few characters who were collecting 

and living there. One was John Daffue and in 1990 we went up to the Banti Forest high up in the 

Himalayas Mountains. One peculiar habit of his is that he only left for a site around ten so that we 

would only get there when things were well and truly awake. This time, if I recall, we got there just 

after noon and fortunately captured a few Mylothris carcassoni.  

Another great character was Millie Haywood who was always plastered with thick make-up, chain-

smoked half a cigarette and had a spot down in Burma Valley named for her. The place was on Al 

Sutcliffe’s farm and it was a part of the old road that meandered through riverine forest and was 

prime collecting at its best. 

Rob Philpott was another from those times and he too was a great collecting buddy. He and I both 

saw our first Euryphura achlys at Millie’s Spot and he didn’t have a clue what this dark, rapid 

butterfly was. Needless to say, I didn’t either! 

Two other collectors were Rob Paré and Ian Mullins and I recall they both sported these immense 

beards back then. Rob phoned me just after I had caught an Oboronica bueronica in Chirinda 

Forest to find out where in that great forest I obtained it and I replied ‘by Swynnerton’s Memorial’. I 

never saw it there again! Incidentally it is the same spot where Dave McDermott caught those 

Cigaritis brunnea. 

I got married in 1989 and sports encroached on my weekend activities, so collecting seemed to be 

done only when I went on leave. During this period, I met Chris Ficq through Nolan Owen-

Johnstone (Noj) and went on a few wild travelling trips around the Eastern Transvaal with him.  

Rudolf Swart phoned me up one day and asked me to visit him as there was someone staying 

with him that he wanted me to meet. When I entered Rudolf’s home this elderly, slender man 

greeted me and I recognised the doyen of South African collectors, David Swanepoel. We chatted 

most of the evening and I saw him a few more times before he passed away in 1990. He gave us 

a few localities, notably the Springfontein site which had been a secret until then! 

 

Due to the length of Martin’s article, I’ve split it into two parts: this will be continued in November’s 

newsletter. I’ve attached a few photographs (below), to showcase Martin’s fledgling photographic 

career… 

 

  

Parosmodes morantii morantii 
Bateleur, Limpopo 
Martin Luderstedt 

 

Iolaus silarus silarus 
Bateleur, Limpopo 
Martin Luderstedt 

 

Stugeta bowkeri tearei 
Bateleur, Limpopo 
Martin Luderstedt 
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Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter, with your 

identification and the month that the photograph was taken, to jchdobson@gmail.com. 

There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the season runs from August to 

July and the annual winner is announced in September’s (this) edition. The decision, by the editor, 

is final and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society. 

Entries for July 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH

JULY 
 
Steve Woodhall photographed this fine 
transitional form of the Eastern Gaudy 
Commodore (Precis octavia sesamus) in Durban 
in July. 
 
As noted elsewhere in this newsletter, transitional 
forms are a result of fluctuating temperatures 
during the pupal phase of the butterfly. 

Cymothoe sangaris 
Pamela Sai 

(Bobiri, Ghana) 
 

Colotis celimene pholoe 

Katherina Reddig 
(Erongo, Namibia) 

 
 

Cymothoe aubergeri  
Bill Berthet 

 (Kakum, Ghana) 
 

 
 

Daphnis nerii 
Ryan Williamson 

 (Guinea) 
 

Deodorix dinochares 
Wilna Steenkamp 

(Dinokeng, Gauteng) 
 
 

Bebearia (Apectinaria) tentyris 
Pamela Sai 

(Bobiri, Ghana) 
 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
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The monthly winners for the 2018 – 2019 season are displayed below: 

AUGUST 2018 
Raimund Schutte 
Cigaritis namaqua 

(Steinkopf, Northern Cape) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2018 
Steve Woodhall 

Aphaeus hutchinsonii  
(Mandawe, KZN) 

 

OCTOBER 2018 
Michael Ochse 

Papilio zalmoxis  
(Ebogo Cameroon) 

 

NOVEMBER 2018 
Steve Woodhall 

Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii 
(Balito, KwaZulu-Natal) 

 

DECEMBER 2018 
Dave Richards 

Danaus chrysippus dorippus 
(Masai Mara National Park, Kenya) 

 

JANUARY 2019 
Raimund Schutte 

Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus 
(Mphaphuli, Limpopo) 

 

FEBRUARY 2019 
Peter Sharland 

Capys alpheus extentus 
(Donkerkloof, Limpopo) 

 

MARCH 2019 
Sudheer Kommana 

Hypolimnas usambara 
(Dar es Salaam, Tanzania) 

 

APRIL 2019 
Steve Woodhall 
Abantis bicolor 

(Krantzkloof, KZN) 

 

MAY 2019 
Bill Berthet 

Euphaedra edwardsii edwardsii 
(Kwabeni, Ghana) 

 

JUNE 2019 
Steve Woodhall 

Comostolopsis stillata 
(Harold Johnson, KZN) 

 

JULY 2019 
Steve Woodhall 

Precis octavia sesamus  
(Durban, KZN) 
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And the winners for the 2018-2019 season are… 

  

FIRST PRIZE : Michael Ochse 
Papilio zalmoxis  

(Ebogo Cameroon) 
 

SECOND PRIZE : Bill Berthet 
Euphaedra edwardsii edwardsii 

(Kwabeni, Ghana) 
 

THIRD PRIZE : Steve Woodhall 
Aphaeus hutchinsonii  

(Mandawe, KZN) 
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Entries for August 

 
 
 

  

Capys disjunctus  
Jeremy Dobson 

(WSBG, Gauteng) 
Netrobalane canopus   

Alicia Culverwell 
 (Faun Lees, KZN) 

 
 
 

Colotis annae annae 
Wayne Johnston 
(Kube Yini, KZN) 

 

Pontia helice helice  
Lynette Scott Rudman 

 (Grahamstown, Eastern Cape) 
 
 
 
 
 

Junonia orithya madagascariensis 
Michael Bridgeford 

 (Plettenberg Bay, Eastern Cape) 
 
 

Telchinia cabira 
Steve Woodhall 
 (Gillets, KZN) 

 
 
 

AUGUST 
 
August’s winner (and the first monthly 
winner for the 2019 – 2020 season) is Ingrid 
Schlodder Schenk for this great picture of a 
Forest Caper White (Belenois zochalia 
zochalia). 
 
Ingrid – a first time winner – is from King 
William’s Town, Eastern Cape 
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NAMAQUALAND RE-VISITED AUGUST 1993  
By G. Fraser-Grant  
 
In September 1992 we promised that we would "do it again next year". So there we were, Andre 
Claassens and I, heading north from Cape Town, on 19 August 1993. The sun was shining , the 
rains had been early and so of course were the Namaqualand flowers, which we were told, were 
now in full bloom. The butterflies just had to follow suit!  
 
We were well equipped with advice from “fundies" such as Mike Schlosz, Charles Wykeham and 
Rudi Mijburgh, my new guru and friend from Pretoria, as to just where we would find those elusive 
ones (including Myrina silenus ficedula, for which I have been hunting for the past three years). 
Each and every one of these specimens for a greenhorn like me, would according to Steve 
Woodhall, be a "primary experience". Rudi in particular had gone to a lot of trouble in putting pen 
to paper and had given Lis very detailed descriptions as to where and what flies in the region. 
Thank you Rudi. We were as a result imbued with a great feeling of confidence and although not 
exactly "counting our chickens" we just had that right feel.  
 
Our first target was Het Kruis not many kilometres north of Piketberg. Mike, we thought, had said 
at Het Kruis station cross the rail line and 1 km beyond there is a turn to the right. Along this road 
we would find Tylopaedia sardonyx peringueyi. We found the station. That was not very difficult, 
but finding the point at which to cross the line, that was very difficult. One hour later we realised 
the correct preposition was "after' and not "at"! Mike we did find your site. But unfortunately the 
insects hadn't. Some distance further on we collected 6 T.s.peringueyi and some Melampias 
huebneri huebneri and Tarsocera namaquensis. Never mind' there was a lot more to come.  
If we put foot to pedal we could perhaps make Clanwilliam, our camp site for the night, in time to 
spend an hour hunting. So we did and did. Here we found T.s.peringueyi and Argyraspodes 
argyraspis. 
 
All this meant we arrived late in the camp to find we had lost out on the good grass sites with 
electrical connections. So pitching tent on very rough veld we experienced our first night with gas 
lamps and a gas connection to the fridge. No hardship as tomorrow would be a field day.  
This is when the gods first left us. The next day dawned damp and very overcast. Hurriedly striking 
camp we just beat the first drizzle, which it then proceeded to do with great persistence. A lull 
conned us into stopping at .the Olifants River to search for Ficus trees where we were told we 
would surely in good weather find M. s. ficedula. But all we found is that you get very damp 
walking in the rain. There just are no fig trees at this spot.  
 
Filled with the false hopes that the further north we went the more likely we were to find sun, we 
pressed on having now decided to abandon all previous plans and drive until conditions improved. 
Through Vanrhynsdorp , Garies, Springbok, finally Port Nolloth. And there it was - SUN. Told you 
we would find it! A delightful camp site at McDougalls Bay.  
 
The next morning 21st not a sign of a cloud. Our toast the night before to the Sun-god had 
worked. Time spent in the sand dunes with very limited success. Some rather quick Poecilmitis 
trimeni finally netted with great effort, together with two Aloeides nollothi. Not particularly good 
specimens. They must have both been out really early in the month.  
 
Back to Steinkopf with a stop in Anenous Pass picking up a single A. argyraspis and one Aloeides 
damarensis damarensis. It was here that we first experienced and became aware of the 

TRAWLING THE ARCHIVES… 
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phenomenon of literally millions of Vanessa cardui. They were flying everywhere and were to be 
with us for the next four days. There did not appear to be any pattern or direction to their flight. 
They seemed to cross the road in any direction. They even got into the vehicle either through the 
air vents or the windows. They certainly added to the difficulty of our netting. They just kept getting 
in the way and generally confusing the situation. Andre had never seen the likes before.  
At Steinkopf we were told by Rudi to turn north with details on where to find Thestor protumnus 
mijburghi and Trimenia macmasteri mijburghi. We must believe we have been too early for the 
former and who knows why for the latter. No "primary experiences" other than one Aloeides 
bamptoni.  
 
The next two nights 21st and 22nd we spent in the caravan park at Springbok. Not forgetting the 
Sun-god. And he responded well. A sunny morning at Carolusberg looking for Lepidochrysops 
badhami but finding only a single T. s. sardonyx and some T. namaquensis. On to the road past 
the camp site east of Springbok. At last things improved and we collected numerous Spindasis 
namaqua, some Alenia namaqua and one lolaus bowkeri subinfuscata. On the same road the next 
day 23rd , sunny again, we repeated last year’s visit to Mr.Mostert’s farm. With the usual 
hospitality we were more than welcome to seek and a healthy climb up the mountain soon found 
us in Aloeides barklyi territory. As before we had to spend some time until we found their favourite 
hollow into which they would fly, circle a few times and fly out again. Strategic placing made 
collecting of these very fast fliers fairly easy.  
 
At lunch time we headed for Garies to establish a base for our assault on Hondeklipbaai and 
Wolfhok. On the way we stopped at potentially a very good spot for M. s. ficedula only to be 
attacked and driven off by an incredible swarm of green and yellow stinging flies. This plague 
made collecting around Garies and over half way to Hondeklipbaai virtually impossible, although 
we did each manage a Chrysoritis chrysantas near the cemetery at Garies. Fortunately the flies 
disappeared at sundown and were no worry in the camp.  
 
The 24th and on to Hondeklipbaai to seek Poecilmitis lindseyae, P.dicksoni and Stygionympha 
geraldi. We returned after a successful day with P. lindseyae, P.trimeni, P. perseus, P. dicksoni, 
Spialia diomus ferax and two Phasis thero cedarbergae.  
 
On the 25th we headed up Studers Pass past Wolfhok to Mr Dreyer's farm who kindly gave us 
permission to wander around. Following Rudi's detailed instructions we were looking for Thestor 
protumnus aridus, Lepidochrysops wykehami, P. kaplani, P. lysander and L. bacchus, all of which 
he had found in this area. We were not so lucky. After prodigious climbs and much walking we 
found that we had, Melampias huebneri steniptera, A. juana, A. arida, T. namaquensis and L. 
wykehami.  
 
Back to Garies to collect our trailer which we had left in the camp. On to Niewoudtville, getting late 
and still a long way to go but buoyed by the knowledge that tomorrow we would have our first 
Chrysoritis coetzeri. However we never seem to learn, for arriving late we found the caravan site 
full and we were turned away to the local rugby grounds. Here about 20-30 other latecomers were 
already setting up camp next to the most inadequate and rough ablution block we had ever seen. 
It was almost dark before we could settle down to a sundowner and the cooking of a meal. That is 
when we made the second mistake of the day. Perhaps we were too tired, but we forgot the Sun-
god!  
 
The morning of the 26th dawned dull and very overcast and cold. The tent was decidedly damp. 
There was no option but to turn back home and hope for better weather further south. A vain hope. 
A quick stop south of Bitterfontein to look for P. psyche and P. aridus proved this. Nothing would 
fly in that weather. The conditions were so bad that there was no sense in stopping anywhere, 
particularly as we only had the next day left for our travels. So on to Cape Town and back home.  
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Although still without a single M. silenus ficedula, there had been for me at least 12 "primary 
experiences" (how I love that expression) plus a most enjoyable trip with my great and 
knowledgeable companion. There is still so much to explore that I am sure we will do it again next 
year. 
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