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In: Illiger, K., Magazin für Insektenkunde 6: 281 (277-289). 

Type-species: Papilio atalanta Linnaeus, by subsequent designation 

(Latreille, 1810. Considerations générales sur l’ordre naturelle des animaux composant 

les classes des Crustacés, des Arachnides et des Insectes 440, 354 (444 pp.). Paris.). 
 

= Cynthia Fabricius, 1807. 
In: Illiger, K., Magazin für Insektenkunde 6: 281 (277-289). 

Type-species: Papilio cardui Linnaeus, by subsequent designation 

(Westwood, 1840). An introduction to the modern classification of insects founded on 

the natural habits and corresponding organisation of the different families 2 Synopsis of the 

genera of British insects 87 (158 pp.). London..). Cynthia is given as a good genus in Ackery 

et al., 1995: 349 but is treated as a subgenus of Vanessa Fabricius by Pringle et al., 1994 

(in: Pringle, Henning & Ball [eds]. Pennington’s butterflies of southern Africa 2
nd 

edition: 

123 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa.).  
 

= Pyrameis Hübner, 1819 in Hübner, [1816-[1826]. Verzeichniss bekannter 

Schmettlinge 33 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg. Type-species: Papilio atalanta 

Linnaeus, by subsequent designation (Scudder, 1875. Proceedings of the 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences 10: 260 (91-293).). 
 

= Ammiralis Rennie, 1832.   A  conspectus  of  the  butterflies  and moths  10  (287  pp.).  

London. 

Type-species: Papilio atalanta Linnaeus, by monotypy. 
 

= Phanessa Sodovskii, 1837. Bulletin de la Société Impérial des Naturalistes de Moscou 

1837 (6): [80] ([76]-[99]).  Unnecessary replacement name for Vanessa Fabricius. 
 

= Neopyrameis Scudder, 1889 in Scudder, 1888-9. The butterflies of the eastern 

United States and Canada with special reference to New England 1: 434 (766 pp.). 

Cambridge, Mass. Type- species: Papilio cardui Linnaeus, by monotypy. 

 
The genus Vanessa belongs to the Family Nymphalidae Rafinesque, 1815; Subfamily 

Nymphalinae Rafinesque, 1815; Tribe Nymphalini Rafinesque, 1815. The other genus 

in the Tribe Nymphalini in the Afrotropical Region is Antanartia. Grishin (2023a) 

divided the genus into three subgenera (Vanessa, Cynthia and Paranartia subgen. 

nov.) 

 

Vanessa (Admirals and the Painted Lady) is a largely Palaearctic and Nearctic genus 

of 23 species, six of which occur in the Afrotropical Region. Vanessa atalanta is 

essentially extralimital, V. cardui is an almost cosmopolitan species and 

V. abyssinica, V. dimorphica, V. hippomene and V. madegassorum are Afrotropical 

endemics. 
 

Genus Vanessa Fabricius, 1807 

Admirals 

http://www.lepsocafrica.org/?p=publications&amp;s=atb
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Placed as a subgenus of Vanessa by Grishin,  in: Zhang et al. 2023a, Butterfly classification

and species discovery by genomics. The taxonomic report of the international Lepidoptera survey 11(3): 21. 

Papilio atalanta Linnaeus, 1758. Systema Naturae 1, Regnum Animale, 10
th edition: 478 (824 pp.). Holmiae. 

Vanessa atalanta (Linnaeus, 1758). 

Vanessa (Vanessa) atalanta (Linnaeus, 1758). Grishin, 2023a. 

Type locality: No locality given.  Lectotype designated by Honey & Scoble, 2001: 302. 

Distribution: Essentially extralimital (Papaearctic) but found in North Africa, extending south to 

northern Chad. Also in the Cape Verde Islands. 

Specific localities: 

Cape Verde Islands – Santiago Island (Tennent & Russell, 2019); Sao Vicente Island (Tennent & Russell, 

2019); Santo Antao Island (Tennent & Russell, 2019). 

Early stages: 

Doring, 1955. 

Dennis, 1993. 

Pyrameis abyssinica Felder & Felder, [1867] in Felder & Felder, [1865-7]. Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 397 

(549 pp.). Wien. 

Vanessa abyssinica (Felder & Felder, 1867). Larsen, 2005a. 

Vanessa abyssinica (Felder & Felder, 1867). Vane-Wright & Hughes, 2007: 212, comb. nov. 

Vanessa (Vanessa) abyssinica (Felder & Felder, 1867). Grishin, 2023a. 

Vanessa abyssinica jacksoni. Male (Wingspan 36 mm). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Ngorongoro, Tanzania. 24 December 2011. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

Subgenus Vanessa Fabricius, 1807 

Admirals

Vanessa (Vanessa) atalanta (Linnaeus, 1758) 
Red Admiral 

Vanessa (Vanessa) abyssinica (Felder & Felder, [1867]) 
Abyssinian Admiral 
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Vanessa (Vanessa) abyssinica jacksoni. Female (Wingspan 38 mm). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Ngorongoro, Tanzania. 24 December 2011. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 

Type locality: [Ethiopia]: “Abyssinia Meridionalis”. 

Diagnosis: Similar to Vanessa atalanta but with orange markings rather than red ones. 

Distribution: Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania. 

Habitat: Montane forest (Kielland, 1990d).  In Tanzania subspecies jacksoni occurs at altitudes of 1 

500 to 2 700 m (Kielland, 1990d). 

Habits: Readily attracted to banana-baited traps (Kielland, 1990d). 

Early stages: Nakanishi, 1989. 

Larval food: 

Australina species (Urticaceae) [Larsen, 1991c: 354]. 

Obetia radula (Baker) B.D.Jacks. (Urticaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 322; as Obetia pinnatifida Bak.]. 

Pouzolzia species (Urticaceae) [Larsen, 1991c: 354]. 

Urtica massaica Mildbr. (Urticaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 322]. 
 

 
 

Pyrameis abyssinica Felder & Felder, [1867] in Felder & Felder, [1865-7]. Reise der Österreichischen Fregatte Novara 397 

(549 pp). Wien. 

Vanessa abyssinica (Felder & Felder, 1867). Larsen, 2005a. 

Vanessa abyssinica (Felder & Felder, 1867). Vane-Wright & Hughes, 2007: 212, comb. nov. 

Vanessa (Vanessa) abyssinica abyssinica (Felder & Felder, 1867). Grishin, 2023a. 

 

Type locality: [Ethiopia]: “Abyssinia Meridionalis”. 

Distribution: Ethiopia. 
 

 
 

Antanartia abyssinica jacksoni Howarth, 1966. Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 18: 31 (21-43). 

Vanessa abyssinica jacksoni (Howarth, 1966). Larsen, 2005a. 

Vanessa abyssinica jacksoni (Howarth, 1966). Vane-Wright & Hughes, 2007: 212, comb. nov. 

Vanessa (Vanessa) abyssinica jacksoni (Howarth, 1966). 

 

  
 
 

Vanessa abyssinica jacksoni. Male (Wingspan 36 mm). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Ngorongoro, Tanzania. 24 December 2011. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

Vanessa (Vanessa) abyssinica abyssinica (Felder & Felder, [1867]) 

Vanessa (Vanessa) abyssinica jacksoni (Howarth, 1966) 
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Vanessa abyssinica jacksoni. Female (Wingspan 38 mm). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Ngorongoro, Tanzania. 24 December 2011. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

Type locality: Kenya: “Kenya: Mt. Elgon”. 

Distribution: Kenya (highlands), Tanzania 

(north). Specific localities: 

Kenya – Mount Elgon (TL). 

Tanzania –  Ngorongoro Range (Kielland, 1990d); Mount Meru  (Kielland, 1990d); Mount Kilimanjaro 

(Kielland, 1990d); Mount Longido (Kielland, 1990d); Lolkisale Mountain  (Kielland,  1990d); Mbulu 

forests (Kielland, 1990d); Mount Kwaraha (Kielland, 1990d). 

 
 

 
 

Antanartia abyssinica vansomereni Howarth, 1966.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 18: 31 (21-43).  

Vanessa abyssinica vansomereni (Howarth, 1966). Larsen, 2005a. 

Vanessa abyssinica vansomereni (Howarth, 1966). Vane-Wright & Hughes, 2007: 212, comb. nov. 

Vanessa (Vanessa) abyssinica vansomereni (Howarth, 1966). Grishin, 2023a. 

 

 

  
 

 
Vanessa abyssinica vansomereni. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Malepe, Beni, North Kivu, DRC. 22 August 2015. T. Desloges. 

Images courtesy Thomas Desloges. 

 

 
Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “République du Congo: Upper Oso River, N.W. 

Kivu”. 

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (east – Kivu, Ituri), Uganda (west), Rwanda. 

Specific localities: 

Democratic Republic of Congo – Upper Oso River, north-west Kivu (TL); Ituri Forest 

(Ducarme, 2018); Mt Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018). 

 

 

 

Vanessa (Vanessa) abyssinica vansomereni (Howarth, 1966) 
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Placed as a subgenus of Vanessa by Grishin,  in: Zhang et al. 2023a, Butterfly classification and 

species discovery by genomics. The taxonomic report of the international Lepidoptera survey 11(3): 22. 

 
 
 

 

Papilio cardui Linnaeus, 1758. Systema Naturae 1, Regnum Animale, 10
th 

edition: 475 (824 pp.). Holmiae. 

Pyrameis cardui Linnaeus. Trimen, 1862c. 

Pyrameis cardui (Linnaeus, 1767). Trimen & Bowker, 1887a. 

Pyrameis cardui Linnaeus. Swanepoel, 1953a. 

Cynthia cardui (Linnaeus, 1758). Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Vanessa (Cynthia) cardui (Linnaeus, 1758). Pringle et al., 1994: 123; Grishin, 2023a. 

 

 

   
 

Painted Lady (Vanessa cardui). Left – male upperside. Right – male underside. 

Images courtesy Steve Woodhall. 

 
 

Subgenus Cynthia Fabricius, 1807. 
Painted Lady 

Vanessa (Cynthia) cardui (Linnaeus, 1758) 

Painted Lady 
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Vanessa (Cynthia) cardui. Male (Wingspan 43 mm). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Sterkspruit Nature Reserve, Mpumalanga, South Africa. 3 November 2001. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 

 

 

   
 

 
Vanessa (Cynthia) cardui. Female (Wingspan 47 mm). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Pienaars River, Gauteng, South Africa. 7 December 1973. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 

 

 
Type locality: “Europae, Africae”.  Lectotype designated by Honey & Scoble, 2001: 308. 

Distribution: Sub-Saharan Africa, including Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Bissau (Bacelar, 1948),  

 Burkina Faso, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ghana, Togo, Benin (throughout), Nigeria (south), Gabon, 

Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, 

Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia, South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, 

Gauteng, Free State Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province, 

Northern Cape Province), Swaziland, Lesotho. Also in Arabia, Socotra (Yemen), Madagascar, 

Mauritius, Reunion, Seychelles, Cape Verde Islands. 

Additionally,  throughout  most  of  the  tropical  and  temperate  world,  excepting  the  

Neotropical  Region.  The edges of its range include the arctic circle and south-western Australia. 

Specific localities: 

Cape Verde Islands – Brava Island (Tennent & Russell, 2019); Fogo Island (Tennent & Russell, 

2019); Santiago Island (Tennent & Russell, 2019); Maio Island (Tennent & Russell, 2019); Boa 

Vista Island (Tennent & Russell, 2019); Sal Island (Tennent & Russell, 2019); Sao Nicolau Island 

(Tennent & Russell, 2019); Santa Luzia Island (Tennent & Russell, 2019); Raso Island (Tennent & 

Russell, 2019); Sao Vicente Island (Tennent & Russell, 2019); Santo Antao Island (Tennent & 

Russell, 2019). 

Gambia – Banjul (H. Boersma, vide Larsen, 2005a); Fajara, Bijilo, Pirang, Abuko, Sanyang, Kartong, 

Tintinto, Janjanbureh Island, Basse (Jon Baker, pers. comm, May 2020). 

Ghana  –  Nakpanduri  (Larsen,  2005a);  Accra  (Larsen,  2005a);  Cape  Three  Points  (Larsen, 

2005a); Boabeng-Fiema Monkey Sanctuary (Larsen et al. 2009). 

Benin – Houeyogbe Forest (Coache & Rainon, 2016); see Coache et al., 2017. 

Nigeria  –  Ibadan  (Larsen,  2005a);  Birnin  Kebbi  (Boorman  &  Roche,  1959);  Obudu  Plateau 
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(Larsen, 2005a); Kadun (St Leger, vide Larsen, 2005a). 

Gabon –Pongara (Vande weghe, 2010). 

Angola – Estacao Zootechnica, Huila [14°55'14.7"S 13°15'41.1"E] (Willis, 2009). 

Democratic Republic of Congo – Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Semuliki Valley (Ducarme, 

2018); Mt Mitumba (Ducarme, 2018); Mt Blue (Ducarme, 2018). 

Kenya – Widespread (Larsen, 1991c). 

Malawi – Mt Mulanje (Congdon et al., 2010); Zomba Mountain (Congdon et al., 2010); Nyika 

N.P. (J. Timberlake, pers. comm., 2019). 

Mozambique – Mt Inago (Congdon et al., 2010); Mt Namuli (Congdon et al., 2010); Mt Mabu 

(Congdon et al., 2010); Mt Mecula [-12.0772 37.6297] (Congdon & Bayliss, 2013). 

Botswana – Throughout (Larsen, 1991l); Hukuntsi (Larsen, 1991l); Werda area (Larsen, 1991l). 

Limpopo Province – Doorndraai Dam Nature Reserve (Warren, 1990); Percy Fyfe Nature  Reserve 

(Warren, 1990); Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”); Highlands Wilderness (Bode & 

Bode, unpublished checklist); Soetdoring Farm [-24.561 28.233] (A. Mayer, pers comm. 2015); 

Bateleur Nature Reserve (Williams & Dobson, unpub., 2015); Buzzard Mountain Retreat [-23.012 

29.765] (Williams, unpub., 2015). 

Mpumalanga – Verloren Vallei Nature Reserve (Warren, 1990); Mariepskop area (Henning, 1994c); 

Sterkspruit Nature Reserve (Williams); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams). 

North West Province – Kgaswane Mountain Reserve (Williams); Mountain Sanctuary Nature Reserve 

(Williams); Utopia Resort (C. Dobson, 2006); Borakalalo Nature Reserve (J. Dobson, unpublished, 

2009). 

Gauteng – Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished checklist, 2001); Buffelsdrif 

Conservancy (Williams). 

Free State Province – Platberg, Harrismith (Dobson, Williams & Schutte, unpublished, 2010); 

Cyferfontein [-30.3736 25.8131] (R. Griesel, unpublished). 

KwaZulu-Natal – Kosi Bay Nature Reserve (Pringle & Kyle, 2002); Tembe Nature Reserve 

(Pringle & Kyle, 2002); Ndumo Nature Reserve (Pringle & Kyle, 2002);  Yellowwoods  (male  

illustrated above). 

Eastern Cape Province – Gaika’s Kop (female illustrated above). 

Swaziland – Mlawula Nature Reserve (www.sntc.org.sz); Malolotja Nature Reserve 

(www.sntc.org.sz). Mauritius – Very rare, with only occasional specimens being recorded (Davis & 

Barnes, 1991). 

Seychelles – Mahe (Lawrence, 2014); St. Anne (Lawrence, 2014); Praslin (Lawrence, 2014); 

Silhouette (Lawrence, 2014); La Digue (Lawrence, 2014); Aride (Lawrence,  2014);  Cousine 

(Lawrence, 2014); Bird Island (Lawrence, 2014); Coetivy (Lawrence, 2014); Desroches (Lawrence, 

2014); Aldabra (Lawrence, 2014); Assumption (Lawrence, 2014). Noy common in Seychelles – 

may be a non-breeding migrant (Gerlach & Matyot, 2006). 

Habitat: A very wide range of habitats, excluding only true desert and dense primary forest. 

Habits: This is a strongly migratory species over most of its very extensive range. In southern 

Africa spring and early summer migrations from inland to the KwaZulu-Natal coast have  been  seen.  

In  the Western Cape Province spring migrations from the north to the Cape Peninsula are frequent. 

In West Africa the species probably arrives as migrants from North Africa in autumn. Populations 

then build up in the savanna regions, sometimes even reaching the southern coast in favourable 

years (Larsen, 2005a). In West Africa its appearance is erratic (see Larsen, 2005a). The flight is 

low down and very rapid but specimens settle frequently. Males often establish territories on flat 

ground near large trees and perch on bare patches of earth with open wings. Males also hilltop 

(Kielland, 1990d). Both sexes  are  very fond  of  flowers (Pringle et al., 1994). Larsen (2005a) 

once captured numbers in a banana-baited trap at Nakpanduri in Ghana. The species is very 

tolerant of cold and can be seen on the wing in temperatures that keep most other species grounded. 

Flight period: All year.   In the Cape Peninsula it is more common in winter than during the 

summer months (Pringle et al., 1994). In Seychelles recorded only in December and January 

(Lawrence, 2014). 

Early stages: 

http://www.sntc.org.sz/
http://www.sntc.org.sz/
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Duponchel, 1849: 107  [Europe] (Icongr. et Hist. Nat. des Chenilles, Vol. 1. p. 107, plate xii, figs 42a, 

b, c). 

Horsfield & Moore, 1857, Vol. 1: plate v, figs 3, 3a  [Java]. 

Moore, 1881: 51  [Sri Lanka]. 

 

Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 1: 202  [as Pyrameis Cardui (Linn.)]. 
“Larva.  Blackish, with numerous branched yellow spines; two faint-yellowish, longitudinal streaks along 

the back, and a brighter yellow, broader, interrupted stripe on each side above the legs; head black; segment 

next head not spined, four spines on both third and fourth segments, seven on each segment from fifth to 

twelfth, four on the last or anal segment; legs reddish-ochreous; under side greyish. 1¾ or 2 inches long. 

Pupa.  Greyish-ochreous, more or less gilded on the back and wing-covers; with three rows of brightly-gilded 

pointed tubercles  down  the  back. Suspended to plants, walls, etc.” 

Fawcett, 1901: 295. 

Clark and Dickson, 1952: 16. 

 

Doring, 1955. 

 

Clark, in Van Son, 1979: 17 (Plate 33)  [as Cynthia cardui]. 
“The eggs are laid singly on the surface of a leaf, and are 0,6 mm in diameter and 0,7 mm high, with 16-18 

longitudinal ribs with 21-25 cross-braces, but the latter are very faint lower down the side of the egg. The egg 

is pale watery green and only darkens slightly until the dark head forms inside. The larva hatches usually 

after six days, but may take longer in cold weather. It is 1,75 mm on hatching and after eating the discarded 

shell it chooses a young leaf and lying along a vein, spins a silken web over itself, partly doubling the leaf. 

Inside this protection it feeds on the surface of the leaf. After some five days it attains the length of 3,5 mm 

and moults under its protecting web. In the second instar which lasts six days, the larva grows to 5,5 mm. 

When the leaf it is on becomes too small or is eaten, it moves to another.  The third instar lasts five to six 

days, the larva growing to 10 mm.  The fourth instar also lasts five to six days, and the larva grows to 14 

mm. In the fifth (final) instar the larva grows to 28-30 mm in 10 days. The colour varies considerably after 

the third instar and particularly in the final instar, varying from almost black to shades of green, grey or dull 

yellow, the protuberances varying from white to pink, dull yellow and black. The ventral portions are dull 

whitish speckled with pale brown. In the final instar the larva sews leaves together to form a bag in which it 

lives. The pupa is as variable in colour as the larva. Some are pale brown with burnished gold moles, others 

are grey with yellow moles; there are also shades of pinkish-yellow and dark grey. They are suspended by 

cremastral hooks from walls, fences and trunks of trees; the pupa is 22 mm long.  The imago hatches after 

some 18 days.” 

 

Dennis, 1993. 

 

Hirukawa, 1995.  [larva]. 

 

   
 

Early stages of Vanessa cardui. Left – egg. Right – 2
nd 

instar larva. 

Images courtesy Steve Woodhall. 
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Early stages of Vanessa cardui. Final instar larvae. Left – dark morph, Middle – pale morph, Right - Pupa. 

Images courtesy Steve Woodhall. 
 

Larval food: 

Alcea rosea L. (Malvaceae) (Hollyhock) [A. du Plessis in CRG database, 2016; Pretoria, Gauteng]. 

Althaea species [Kroon, 1999]. 

Anchusa species (Boraginaceae) [Van Son, 1979: 17]. 

Arctotheca calendula (L.) Levyns (Asteraceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 13]. 

Arctotis species (Asteraceae) [Van Son, 1979: 17]. 

Arctotis stoechadifolia P.J.Bergius (Asteraceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 123]. 

Argyrolobium tomentosum (Andrews) Druce (Fabaceae) [Mrs Barber, in Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 1: 

202; Grahamstown; as Argyrolobium andrewsianum]. 

Artemisia species (Asteraceae) [Van Son, 1979: 17]. 

Berkheya discolor (DC.) O.Hoffm. & Muschl. (Asteraceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 123]. 

Berkheya setifera DC. (Asteraceae) [Staude, in CRG database, 2016; Magaliesburg, Gauteng]. 

Boehmeria nivea (L.) Gaudich. (Urticaceae) [Ref.?]. 

Borago officinalis L. (Boraginaceae) [Alexander, 2003; Cornwall, England] 

Carduus species (Asteraceae) [Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 1: 202; as "thistles"]. 

Cirsium species (Asteraceae) [Van Son, 1979: 17]. 

Cirsium vulgare (Savi) Ten. (Asteraceae) (exotic) [Botha & Botha, 2006: 202]. 

Cyanoglossum coeruleum A.DC. (Boraginaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 322]. 

Cyanoglossum lanceolatum Forssk. (Boraginaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 322]. 

Dicoma tomentosa Cass. (Asteraceae) [Otto et al., 2013: 72]. 

Dimorphotheca species (Asteraceae) [Van Son, 1979: 17]. 

Echium species (Boraginaceae) [Van Son, 1979: 17]. 

Eucalyptus paniculata Sm. (Myrtaceae) (exotic) [Botha & Botha, 2006: 203]. 

Filago species (Asteraceae) [Van Son, 1979: 17]. 

Filago species (Asteraceae) [Koehler, 2010; Germany]. 

Gamochaeta purpurea (L.) Cabrera (Asteraceae) [Ref.?; as Gnaphalium purpureum]. 

Gazania species (Asteraceae) [Van Son, 1979: 17]. 

Girardinia  diversifolia  (Link)  Friis  (Urticaceae)  [Van  Someren,  1974:  322;  as  Girardinia  condensata 

Wedd.]. 

Glycine max L. (Fabaceae) (soybean)  [O’Neill et al., 2010]. Gnaphalium declinatum L.f. (= unionis) 

(Asteraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 322]. 

Gutenbergia ruepellii (?) [Boorman & Taylor, 1978: 84-87]. 

Helichrysum species (Asteraceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 322]. 

Hirpicium bechuanense (S. Moore) Roessler (Asteraceae) [I. Sharp, 2017; Mpumalanga, South Africa]. 

Laportea alatipes Hook.f. (Urticaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 322]. 

Lappula species (Asteraceae) (? Lappula species, Boraginaceae) [Van Son, 1979: 17]. 

Lotononis sp. (Fabaceae) [I. Sharp, 2017; Mpumalanga, South Africa]. 

Lupinus species (Fabaceae) [Van Son, 1979: 17]. 

Madia species (Asteraceae) [Van Son, 1979: 17]. 

Malva parviflora L. (Malvaceae) [Mrs Barber, in Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 1: 202; Grahamstown]. 

Malva verticallata L. (Malvaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 322]. 
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Malvaceae [Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 1: 202]. 

Obetia radula (Baker) B.D.Jacks. (Urticaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 322; as Obetia pinnatifida Bak.]. 

Pentzia incana (Thunb.) Kuntze (Asteraceae) [Kroon, 1999]. 

Phaseolus vulgaris L. (Fabaceae) [Ref.?]. 

Plantago lanceolata L. (Plantaginaceae) [Clancy, 2003; Kent, England] 

Priva cordifolia (L.f.) Druce (Verbenaceae) [Otto et al., 2013: 72]. 

Pseudognaphalium luteo-album (L.) Hilliard & Burtt [Kroon, 1999]. 

Sonchus species [Kroon, 1999]. 

Urtica dioica L. (Urticaceae) [Mrs Barber, in Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 1: 202; Grahamstown]. 

Urtica massaica Mildbr. (Urticaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 322]. 

Venidium species (Asteraceae) [Van Son, 1979: 17]. 

 

Relevant literature: 
Campbell, 2014 [Migration in the UAE]. 

Lowe et al., 2013  [Temporal imaging of pupa]. 

Stefanescu et al., 2011  [Moroccan source for migrations to Europe]. 

Koehler, 2010  [New foodplant record, Germany] 

Tinling, 2010  [Black and white colour morph]. 

Gibbons, 2010  [Black and white colour morph]. 

Radford & Radford, 2010  [Rare aberration]. 

Hamm et al., 2010  [Impact of non-lethal DNA sampling]. 

Stefanescu & Paramo, 2010  [Predation by a frog in Morocco]. 

O’Neill et al., 2010  [Larval performance on plants exposed to elevated carbon dioxide]. 

Omura & Honda, 2009  [Responsiveness to food-derived volatiles]. 

Nesbit et al., 2009  [Sun compass use in migration]. 

Brown, 2009  [Hilltopping; England]. 

Yamanaka et al., 2009  [Hormonal control of pupal coloration]. 

Eitschberger, 2008  [SEM micrographs of eggs]. 

Stefanescu et al., 2007  [Wind current aided migration to Spain]. 

Soderstrom, 2007  [Irruption records; Sweden]. 

Janz, 2005  [Habitat selection and food resources]. 

Clancy, 2004  [Foodplants in England]. 

Hensle & Rennwald, 2004  [Migration records in the Palaearctic]. 

Briscoe et al., 2003  [Visual pigments]. 

Eberhard & Krenn, 2003  [Salivary glands and pumps]. 

Falzon, 2003  [Migration on Malta]. 

Gascoingne-Pees et al., 2002  [on Lanzarote, Canary Islands]. 

Koellisch et al., 2002  [Mushroom body development]. 

 

 

 
 

Placed as a subgenus of Vanessa by Grishin,  in: Zhang et al. 2023a, Butterfly classification 

and species discovery by genomics. The taxonomic report of the international Lepidoptera survey 11(3): 22. 
 
 

 
 

Antanartia dimorphica Howarth, 1966. Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 18: 33 (21-43). 

Antanartia dimorphica Howarth, 1966. Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Antanartia dimorphica Howarth, 1966. Pringle et al., 1994: 123. 

Vanessa dimorphica (Howarth, 1966). Wahlberg & Rubinoff, 2011: 366 comb. n. 

Vanessa (Vanessa) dimorphica (Howarth, 1966). Grishin, 2023a. 

Subgenus Paranartia Grishin, 2023a 

Tailed Admirals 

Vanessa (Paranartia) dimorphica (Howarth, 1966)# 

Northern Short-tailed Admiral 
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Vanessa (Paranartia) dimorphica dimorphica. Male (Wingspan 44 mm). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Graskop, Mpumalanga, South Africa. 22 September 2002. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

   
 

 
Vanessa (Paranartia) dimorphica dimorphica. Female (Wingspan 48 mm). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Woodbush, Limpopo, South Africa. 27 February 2005. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 
 

Alternative common names: Mountain Admiral; Dimorphic Admiral. 

Type locality: Uganda: “Ruwenzori Range, Namwamba Valley”. 

Diagnosis: Most similar to Vanessa hippomene but the transverse yellow band on the forewing 

upperside is not narrowed to a point where it reaches the inner margin of the wing.  The ground 

colour of the underside of the wings is also darker than in hippomene (Pringle et al., 1994).  

Also similar to Vanessa abyssinica but it is larger and  the ground colour  is darker; white 

spots instead of a  short subapical orange  band  on forewing upperside (Kielland, 1990d). 

Distribution: Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, 

Uganda, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique (Congdon 

et al., 2010), Zimbabwe, South Africa, Comoro Islands. 

Habitat: Montane forest. In Tanzania the nominate subspecies occurs at altitudes from 1 500 

to 2 700 m, occasionally as low down as 600 m in eastern Tanzania (Kielland, 1990d). 

Habits: Flies rapidly along the edges of forest and in forest glades, settling on low vegetation 

or on the surface of dirt roads. Males defend territories from perches on the tops of trees (Pringle 

et al., 1994). Both sexes are very readily attracted to banana-baited traps (Kielland, 1990d) and 

also come to flowers if these are available (Larsen, 2005a). 

Flight period: All year but commonest from January to June (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Early stages: Nothing published. 

Larval food: 

Carduus species (Asteraceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 79]. 

Didymodoxa  caffra  (Thunb.)  Friis  &  Wilmot-Dear  (Urticaceae)  [Kielland,  1990d:  142;  

as  Australina accuminata]. 

Droguetia species (Urticaceae) [Pringle et al., 1994: 123]. 

Laportea peduncularis (Wedd.) Chew (Urticaceae) [Woodhall, 2005a]. 

Pouzolzia parasitica (Forssk.) Schweinf. (Urticaceae) [Kielland, 1990d: 142]. 
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Antanartia dimorphica Howarth, 1966. Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 18: 33 (21-43). 

Antanartia dimorphica Howarth, 1966. Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Antanartia dimorphica dimorphica Howarth, 1966. Pringle et al., 1994: 123. 

Vanessa dimorphica dimorphica (Howarth, 1966). Wahlberg & Rubinoff, 2011: 366 comb. n. 

Vanessa (Paranartia) dimorphica dimorphica (Howarth, 1966). Grishin, 2023a. 

 

 

  
 

Vanessa (Paranartia) dimorphica dimorphica. Male (Wingspan 44 mm). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Graskop, Mpumalanga, South Africa. 22 September 2002. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

   
 

 
Vanessa (Paranartia) dimorphica dimorphica. Female (Wingspan 48 mm). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Woodbush, Limpopo, South Africa. 27 February 2005. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 
 

 
 

Antanartia dimorphica aethiopica Howarth, 1966. Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 18:35 (21-43). 

Vanessa dimorphica aethiopica (Howarth, 1966). Wahlberg & Rubinoff, 2011: 366. 

Vanessa (Paranartia) dimorphica aethiopica (Howarth, 1966). 

 

Type locality: Ethiopia: “Djem Djem Forest”. 

Distribution: Ethiopia (highlands). 

Specific localities: 

Ethiopia – Djem Djem Forest (TL). 
 
 

 

Antanartia dimorphica comorica Howarth, 1966. Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 18: 35 (21-43). 

Vanessa dimorphica comorica (Howarth, 1966). Wahlberg & Rubinoff, 2011: 366. 

Vanessa (Paranartia) dimorphica comorica (Howarth, 1966). Grishin, 2023a. 

Type locality: Comoro Islands: “Grand Comoro I”. 

Distribution: Comoro Islands (Grand Comore). 

Vanessa (Paranartia) dimorphica dimorphica (Howarth, 1966) 

Vanessa (Paranartia) dimorphica aethiopica (Howarth, 1966) 

Vanessa (Paranartia) dimorphica comorica (Howarth, 1966) 
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Antanartia dimorphica mortoni Howarth, 1966. Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 18: 36 

(21-43). 

Vanessa dimorphica mortoni (Howarth, 1966). Wahlberg & Rubinoff, 2011: 366. 

Vanessa (Paranartia) dimorphica mortoni (Howarth, 1966). Grishin, 2023a. 

 

Type locality: Cameroon: “W. Cameroons: Mt. Cameroon.  On path from Buea to Mann’s 

Springs”. 

Distribution: Nigeria (eastern highlands), Cameroon (west), Equatorial Guinea (Bioko). 

Specific localities: 

Nigeria – Mambilla Plateau (Larsen, 2005a); Obudu Plateau (Larsen, 

2005a). Cameroon – On path from Buea to Mann’s Springs (TL). 

Equatorial Guinea – Caldera de Luba, Bioko (Martin, 2015). 
 
 

 
 

Antanartia dimorphica upembana Bouyer, 2010. Entomologia Africana 15 (1): 19 (19-21). 

Vanessa dimorphica upembana (Bouyer, 2010). Wahlberg & Rubinoff, 2011: 366. 

Vanessa (Paranartia) dimorphica upembana (Bouyer, 2010). Grishin, 2023a. 

 

Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: 

Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo. 

 
 

 
 

Hypanartia hippomene Hübner, [1823] in Hübner, [1819-27]. Sammlung exotischer Schmetterlinge 2: pl. 25 (225 pls.). 

Augsburg. 

Pyrameis hippomene Boisduval. Trimen, 1862c. 

Antanartia hippomene Hübner, 1806. Pringle et al., 1994: 123. [date of authorship erroneous] 

Vanessa hippomene (Hübner, 1823). Wahlberg & Rubinoff, 2011: 366 comb. n. 

Vanessa (Paranartia) hippomene (Hübner, 1823). Grishin, 2023a.  
 

 

  
 
 

Vanessa (Paranartia) hippomene hippomene. Male (Wingspan 43 mm). Left – upperside; right – 

underside. 

Linwood Forest, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. 10 February 2007. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

 

 

Vanessa (Paranartia) dimorphica mortoni (Howarth, 1966) 

Vanessa (Paranartia) dimorphica upembana (Bouyer, 2010) 

Vanessa (Paranartia) hippomene (Hübner, [1823]) 

Southern Short-tailed Admiral 
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Vanessa (Paranartia) hippomene hippomene. Female (Wingspan 46 mm). Left – upperside; right – 

underside. 

Linwood Forest, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. 10 February 2007. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 

 

 

Type locality: No locality given. 

Diagnosis: To differentiate this species from Vanessa dimorphica refer to the latter. 

Distribution: South Africa, Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999), Madagascar. 

Habitat: Forest.  Habitat in Madagascar unknown (Lees et al., 2003). 

Habits: Flies along forest margins, settling on the ground or on vegetation at varying 

heights.  Both sexes are attracted to fermenting fruit, feed from flowers, and males mud-

puddle. 

Flight period: October to May; commonest in late summer (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Early stages: 

 

Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 1: 205  [as Eurema Hippomene (Hübner); Grahamstown]. 

“Larva. Sandy-brown, inclining to ashy dorsally over posterior half; on each segment, except the 

second and last, two dorsal pairs and one lateral pair of short, black, oblique streaks, all tending to 

converge posteriorly; of these, the central pair is linear, the next pair thicker, and the lateral pair very 

thick posteriorly; second segment without markings; last segment with central and lateral streaks only; 

head ashy fuscous; spines black; legs and pro- legs grey edged with crimson; a zigzag black spiracular 

streak. Second form – White tinged with bluish-grey dorsally; each segment with a very broad central 

black bar, slightly narrowing inferiorly, and ending quite abruptly just above spiracular line; head 

black; legs, pro-legs, and spines as in brown form.  Described from drawings by Mrs. Barber of 

specimens found near Grahamstown. Mrs. Barber wrote that the black-and-white second form was 

very much rarer than the other, and fed lower down among the branches of its food-plant, and that it 

always produced the ♀, while the commoner brownish form, she believed, produced ♂ s only. I feel 

some uncertainty about this case, because at the time the drawings were made I had in error, in my 

work on South-African Butterflies , treated the ♂ E. Schoeneia [Antanartia schaeniae], mihi, as that of 

Hippomene; and it seems possible that the differing larvae might really be those of two distinct species. 

It is true that Schoeneia has not hitherto, to my knowledge, been met with near Grahamstown, but it 

has occurred at the Kowie River-mouth, a distance of under thirty miles.  

Pupa. Ochreous- yellow; a lateral ferruginous brown streak along abdomen from pedicel almost to 

wing-covers. Described from a dead specimen forwarded by Mrs. Barber.” 

 

Dickson, 1972: 28. 

 

Clark, in Van Son, 1979: 14 (Plate 32). 

“The eggs are laid singly among young shoots or on a young leaf; 0,6 mm in diameter by 0,9 mm high, 

with 10-11 longitudinal ribs cross-braced by 27-31 transverse ridges; colour pale watery green with 

glass-like ribs. The egg stage lasts about 10 days. The young larva eats its way out near the top and 

usually eats the shell. It feeds on the surface of young leaves. On hatching it is 1,5 mm long, and grows 

to 3 mm in five to 13 days. The second instar takes five to six days and the larvae grow to 5 mm. They 

now eat right through the leaf. The third instar takes five to six days and the larvae grow to 8 mm. 
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Larvae may now feed on the edge of the leaf. The fourth instar takes five to six days, the larvae growing 

to 15,5 mm. The final instar takes 13 days and the final length of the larvae is 29-30 mm. The pupa is 

suspended by cremastral hooks from leaves or stalks and is 20-22 mm long. The imago hatches in 

some 13 days.” 

 

 

  
 
Egg (left) and 1st instar larva (right) of Vanessa hippomene. Images courtesy Steve Woodhall. 

 

  
 
2nd instar larva (left) and 3rd instar larva (right) of Vanessa hippomene. Images courtesy Steve Woodhall. 

 

 
 

  
 

Final instar larva, lateral view (left) and final instar larva, dorsal view (right) of Vanessa hippomene. 

Images courtesy Steve Woodhall. 
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Pupa (normally hangs vertically) of Vanessa hippomene. 

Image courtesy Steve Woodhall. 

 

 

 
Larval food: 

Didymodoxa caffra (Thunb.) Friis & Wilmot-Dear (Urticaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 

322; as  Australina acuminata Wedd.]. 

Didymodoxa capensis (L.f.) Friis & Wilmot-Dear (Urticaceae) [Kroon, 1999]. 

Laportea peduncularis (Wedd.) Chew (Urticaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 79]. 

Laportea  peduncularis  (Wedd.)  Chew  (Urticaceae)  [Van  Son,  1979:  14]  (Urticaceae)  

[Mrs  Barber,  in 

Trimen & Bowker, 1887, Vol. 1: 206; as Urtica mitis; Grahamstown]. 

Pouzolzia parasitica (Forssk.) Schweinf. (Urticaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 322]. 

 
 
 

 
 

Hypanartia hippomene Hübner, [1823] in Hübner, [1819-27]. Sammlung exotischer Schmetterlinge 2: pl. 25 (225 pls.). 

Augsburg. 

Pyrameis hippomene Boisduval. Trimen, 1862c. 

Eurema hippomene (Hübner, 1806). Trimen & Bowker, 1887a. 

Antanartia hippomene Hübner, 1823. Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 

Antanartia hippomene hippomene Hübner, 1806. Pringle et al., 1994: 123. [date of authorship erroneous] 

Vanessa hippomene hippomene (Hübner, 1823). Wahlberg & Rubinoff, 2011: 366 comb. n. 

Vanessa (Paranartia) hippomene hippomene (Hübner, 1823). Grishin, 2023a. 

 

 
 

  
 
 

Vanessa hippomene hippomene. Male (Wingspan 43 mm). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Linwood Forest, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. 10 February 2007. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Vanessa (Paranartia) hippomene hippomene (Hübner, [1823]) 
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Vanessa hippomene hippomene. Female (Wingspan 46 mm). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Linwood Forest, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. 10 February 2007. J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 

 

 

Type locality: No locality given. 

Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province 

– south-east), Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999). 

Specific localities: 

KwaZulu-Natal – Durban (Swanepoel, 1953); Pietermaritzburg (Swanepoel, 1953). 

Eastern Cape Province – Port Elizabeth (Swanepoel, 1953); Grahamstown (Swanepoel, 

1953); Great Fish River (Swanepoel, 1953); Hogsback (Swanepoel, 1953); King William’s 

Town (Swanepoel, 1953); East London (Swanepoel, 1953); Port St Johns (Swanepoel, 1953). 

Western Cape Province – Knysna (Swanepoel, 1953); Goukamma Forest (Swanepoel, 1953). 

 

milanion Stoneham, 1965 (as f. of Antanartia hippomene).   Bulletin of the Stoneham Museum 

(81): [3] ([3 pp.]).  South Africa: “Durban”. 

 

 

Hypanartia hippomene var. madegassorum Aurivillius, [1899] in Aurivillius, [1898-9].  Kungliga Svenska 

Vetenskapakademiens Handlingar 31 (5): 129 (1-561). 

Antanartia hippomene madegassorum (Aurivillius, 1899). Lees et al., 2003. 

Vanessa hippomene madegassorum (Aurivillius, 1899). Wahlberg & Rubinoff, 2011: 366. 

Vanessa (Paranartia) madegassorum (Aurivillius, 1899) stat. rev. Grishin, 2023a. 

 

 

Type locality: Madagascar: “Madagaskar”. 

Distribution: Madagascar (plateau). 

Specific localities: 

Madagascar – Mandasatsy (Lees et al., 2003). 

 

Grishin (2023a)  raised this taxon from a subspecies of hippomene into a full species, based 

on genomic and morphological evidence.  
 

Vanessa (Paranartia) madegassorum (Aurivillius, [1899]) 

Madagascar Short-tailed Admiral 
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