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Genus Palla Hübner, [1819] 
Pallas 

 
In: Hübner, [1816-[1826].  Verzeichniss bekannter Schmettlinge 47 (432 + 72 pp.). Augsburg. 
Type-species: Papilio decius Cramer, by monotypy. 

 
= Philognoma Doubleday, 1844.  List of the specimens of lepidopterous insects in the collection of 
the British Museum 1: 112 (150 pp.). London.).  Type-species:  Papilio decius Cramer, by 
subsequent designation (Hemming, 1943.  Proceedings of the Royal Entomological Society of 
London (B) 12: 29 (23-30).). 
 

 
 
Palla ussheri interposita.  Image courtesy of Jeremy Dobson. 
 
The genus Palla belongs to the Family Nymphalidae Rafinesque, 1815; Subfamily Charaxinae 
Guenée, 1865; Tribe Pallini Rydon, 1971. There are no other genera in the Tribe Pallini in the 
Afrotropical Region. 
 
Palla (Pallas) is an Afrotropical genus containing four species. The larvae and pupae resemble 
those of the Neotropical genus Prepona Boisduval, 1836 (Schultze, 1920). In West Africa all four 
species may be found sympatrically in some localities and are impossible to tell apart on the wing 
(Larsen, 2005a). 

 
 

*Palla publius Staudinger, 1892 
Andromorph Palla 

 
Palla publius Staudinger, 1892.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 5: 267 (264-268). 
 
 

http://www.lepsocafrica.org/?p=publications&s=atb
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Palla publius publius. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Banco Forest, Ivory Coast. January 1972. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Palla publius publius. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Banco, Ivory Coast. October 1981. S. Collins. ex ABRI Collection (ABRI 2018-5449). 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Sierra Leone. 
Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Gabon, Angola 
(Mendes et al., 2018), Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania. 
Habitat: Primary lowland evergreen forest.  In Tanzania subspecies kigoma is found at altitudes of 800 to 
950 m (Kielland, 1990d). 
Habits: Specimens are often found settling on exposed leaves (Kielland, 1990d) and males are occasionally 
seen mudpuddling (Larsen, 2005a). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 

Palla publius publius Staudinger, 1892 
Andromorph Palla 

 
Palla publius Staudinger, 1892.  Deutsche Entomologische Zeitschrift, Iris 5: 267 (264-268). 
 
 



 3

                
 
 

Palla publius publius. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Banco Forest, Ivory Coast. January 1972. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Palla publius publius. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Banco, Ivory Coast. October 1981. S. Collins. ex ABRI Collection (ABRI 2018-5449). 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Sierra Leone. 
Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop). 
Specific localities: 
Guinea – Ziama (Safian et al., 2020). 
Liberia – Wologizi (Safian et al., 2020); Wonegizi (Safian et al., 2020). 
Ghana – Bobiri Butterfly Sanctuary (Larsen et al., 2007). 

 
rectifascia Weymer, 1892 (as sp. of Palla).  Stettiner Entomologische Zeitung  53: 91 (79-125).  
“Westafrika”. 

 
 

Palla publius centralis van Someren, 1975 
Amber Dawn Palla 

 
Palla publius centralis van Someren, 1975.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 32: 77 (65-136). 
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Palla publius centralis. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Bangui, Central African Republic. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Palla publius centralis. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Bangui, Central African Republic. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Cameroon: “Johan-Albrechts Hohe, Station Kamerun”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural 
History Museum, London. 
Distribution: Cameroon, Gabon, Angola (Mendes et al., 2018), Congo, Central African Republic, 
Democratic Republic of Congo (north, east, south). 
Specific localities: 
Cameroon – Johan Albrechts Station (TL). 
Gabon – Kinguele (Vande weghe, 2010); Tchimbele (Vande weghe, 2010); Waka (Vande weghe, 2010); 

Ipassa (Vande weghe, 2010); Langoue (Vande weghe, 2010); Camp Nouna (Vande weghe, 2010). 
Central African Republic – Dzanga (Noss, 1998). 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018). 

 
 

Palla publius kigoma van Someren, 1975 
Kigoma Palla 

 
Palla publius kigoma van Someren, 1975.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 32: 77 (65-136). 
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Palla publius kigoma. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Kefu Forest, Kigoma, Tanzania. January 1973. 
Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 

 
 
Type locality: Tanzania: “Kigoma, Kabogo”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London. 
Diagnosis: Compared to the other subspecies the forewing median white band is wider, straighter and more 
parallel sided (Kielland, 1990d). 
Distribution: Tanzania (north-west). 
Specific localities: 
Tanzania – Kabogo, Kigoma (TL); Kasye Forest, Kigoma District (Kielland, 1990d); Tubira Forest, north 

of Malagarazi River (Björnstad, vide Kielland, 1990d). 
 
 

Palla publius provotae Turlin & Vingerhoedt, 2013 
 
Palla publius provotae Turlin & Vingerhoedt, 2013. Butterflies of the World, Supplement 23: 4 (1-8). 
 
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: Environs of Luena, 800 m, Katanga, 26-IV-1983. Holotype 
(male) in the M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium. 
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Katanga). 
Specific localities: 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Luena (TL); Lake L’Ngoy (Turlin, 2013). 

 
 

*Palla ussheri (Butler, 1870) 
Ussher’s Palla 
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Ussher’s Palla. Cameroon, May 2019. 
Image courtesy Jeremy Dobson. 
 
 
Philognoma ussheri Butler, 1870.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1870: 124 (123-124). 
 
 

                
 
 

Palla ussheri ussheri. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast. May 1968. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Palla ussheri ussheri. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast. December 1971. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Ghana: “Gold Coast”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London. 
Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, 
Gabon, Angola (Turlin & Vingerhoedt, 2013), Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Uganda, Tanzania, Zambia. 
Habitat: Lowland evergreen forest, including severely degraded forest habitat (Larsen, 2005a). 
Habits: The commonest and most ecologically tolerant species of Palla (Larsen, 2005a).  Males defend 
territories from perches on trees along forest roads; fights between conspecific males are frequent and 
intense (Larsen, 2005a).  In the early morning males often bask with the wings fully open (Larsen, 2005a). 
Early stages: 
 
Schultze, 1916. 
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Van Someren & Van Someren, 1926: 352  [subspecies interposita]. 
 
Henning, S., 1989: 413  [subspecies interposita]. 
 
Larval food: 
Metaporana densiflora (Hallier f.) N.E.Br. (Convolvulaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321; as Bonomia 

poranoides Hallier f.]. 
Dichapetalum species (Dichapetalaceae) [Schultze, 1916]. 
Calycobolus heudelotii (Baker ex Oliv.) Heine subsp. heudelotii (Convolvulaceae) [Schultze, 1916; as 

Prevostea breviflora]. 
Toddalia asiatica (L.) Lam. (syn. aculeata Pers.) (Rutaceae) [Henning, S., 1989: 414]. 

 
 

Palla ussheri ussheri (Butler, 1870) 
Ussher’s Palla 

 
Philognoma ussheri Butler, 1870.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1870: 124 (123-124). 
 
 

                
 
 

Palla ussheri ussheri. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast. May 1968. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Palla ussheri ussheri. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast. December 1971. 
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Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Ghana: “Gold Coast”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London. 
Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Nigeria (south and Cross River loop). 
Specific localities: 
Guinea – Labe, Fouta Djalon (Larsen, 2005a); Ziama (Safian et al., 2020). 
Liberia – Wologizi (Safian et al., 2020); Wonegizi (Safian et al., 2020). 
Ghana – Bobiri Butterfly Sanctuary (Larsen et al., 2007). 
Cameroon – Bascho (Schultze, 1914); Dengdeng (Gaede, 1915). 

 
ferruginea Schultze, 1914 (as ab. female of Palla ussheri).  Entomologische Rundschau  31: 83 (82-83).  
Cameroon: “Bascho”. 

 
moderata Gaede, 1915 (as sp. of Palla).  Internationale Entomologische Zeitschrift  9: 71 (38-40, 71-74).  
Cameroon: “Dengdeng, Neu Kamerun”. 

 
 

Palla ussheri dobelli (Hall, 1919) 
Radiant Palla 

 
Philognoma dobelli Hall, 1919.  Entomologist 52: 199 (195-200). 
 
 

                
 
 

Palla ussheri dobelli. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Central African Republic. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
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Palla ussheri dobelli. Female (light form). Left – upperside; right – underside. 

Central African Republic. 
Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 

 
 

                
 
 

Palla ussheri dobelli. Female (dark form). Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Central African Republic. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Cameroon: “Bitye, Ja River, Cameroons”. 
Distribution: Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea (Bioko), Gabon, Congo, Central African Republic, Democratic 
Republic of Congo (west, central). 
Specific localities: 
Cameroon – Bitje, Ja River (TL). 
Gabon – Pongara (Vande weghe, 2010); Safala (Vande weghe, 2010); Kinguele (Vande weghe, 2010); 

Mboumie (Vande weghe, 2010); Alembe (Vande weghe, 2010); Waka (Vande weghe, 2010);Lope 
N.P. (Vande weghe, 2010); Ipassa (Vande weghe, 2010); Langoue (Vande weghe, 2010); Kongou 
(Vande weghe, 2010); Camp Nouna (Vande weghe, 2010). 

Central African Republic – Dzanga (Noss, 1998). 
 
 

Palla ussheri interposita Joicey & Talbot, 1925 
Shimmering Palla 

 
Palla ussheri interposita Joicey & Talbot, 1925.  Annals and Magazine of Natural History (9) 16: 646 (633-653). 
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Palla ussheri interposita.  Male (Wingspan 70 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mabira Forest, Uganda.  19 April 2009.  P. Ward. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Uganda: “Mabira Forest”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London. 
Diagnosis: Median white band on forewing upperside wider and female paler than the nominate subspecies 
(Kielland, 1990d). 
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda (central, west), Tanzania (west), Zambia. 
  B. Turlin (teste D’Abrera, 2004: in Errata, 2005) regards records of interposita from Zambia to be 
erroneous. 
Specific localities: 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Semuliki Valley (Ducarme, 2018); Central 

Forest Block (Ducarme, 2018). 
Uganda – Mabira Forest (TL); Budongo Forest (male illustrated above). 
Tanzania – Kasye Forest (Kielland, 1990d); Mihumu Forest (Kielland, 1990d); Tubira Forest, north of 

Malagarazi River (Björnstad, vide Kielland, 1990d). 
Zambia – a single specimen from Luzuwa Falls near Mbala (Heath et al., 2002). 

 
 

Palla ussheri bouyeri Turlin & Vingerhoedt, 2013 
 
Palla ussheri bouyeri Turlin & Vingerhoedt, 2013. Butterflies of the World, Supplement 23: 3 (1-8). 
 
Type locality: Democratic Republic of Congo: Environs of Luena, 800 m., 10-III-1984. Holotype (male) in 
the M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium.  
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Katanga). 
Specific localities: 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Luena (TL); Kalule, Luena region (Turlin, 2013). 

 
 

Palla ussheri hassoni Turlin & Vingerhoedt, 2013 
 
Palla ussheri hassoni Turlin & Vingerhoedt, 2013. Butterflies of the World, Supplement 23: 3 (1-8). 
 
Type locality: Angola: Cuanza Sul, Dinguir, 458 m, 11° 19'S, 14° 10'E, 13/17-III-2005. Holotype (male) in 
the M.R.A.C., Tervuren, Belgium. 
Distribution: Angola. 
Specific localities: 
Angola – Dinguir (TL); Cassoco [11°25'S, 14°01'E] (Turlin, 2013). 

 
 

*Palla decius (Cramer, 1777) 
White-banded Palla 

 
Papilio decius Cramer, 1777.  Die Uitlandsche Kapellen voorkomende in de drie waereld-deelen Asia, Africa en America 2: 26 

(151 pp.). Amsteldam & Utrecht. 
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Palla decius.  Male (Wingspan 65 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Aburi Botanical Gardens, Ghana.  28 November 2011.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Palla decius.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast.  May 1968. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Guinea: “Côte de Guinée”. 
Distribution: Senegal, Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Benin (south), Nigeria (south 
and Cross River loop), Cameroon, Congo, Angola (north), Democratic Republic of Congo (west). 
Specific localities: 
Senegal – Basse Casamance (Larsen, 2005a). 
Guinea – Ziama (Safian et al., 2020). 
Liberia – Wonegizi (Safian et al., 2020). 
Ghana – Bobiri Butterfly Sanctuary (Larsen et al., 2007); Boabeng-Fiema Monkey Sanctuary (Larsen et al., 

2009). 
Benin – Houeyogbe Forest (Coache & Rainon, 2016); see Coache et al., 2017. 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Kassai River (Rousseau-Decelle, 1934). 
Habitat: Lowland evergreen forest, including somewhat degraded forest habitat (Larsen, 2005a). 
Habits: A widespread and fairly common species (Larsen, 2005a).  In Senegal females show a degree of 
seasonal variation (Larsen, 2005a). 
Early stages: 
 
Blandin et al., 1975. 
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Larval food: 
Metaporana densiflora (Hallier f.) N.E.Br. (Convolvulaceae) [Henning, S., 1989: 415; as Bonomia 

poranoides Hallier f.]. 
Calycobolus africanus (G.Don) Heine (Convolvulaceae) [Vuattoux & Blandin, 1977; Ivory Coast]. 
Clerodendron silvanum Henrig. var. buchholzii Gürke Verdc. (Verbenaceae) [Henning, S., 1989: 415; as 

Clerodendron buchholzii Guerke (syn. kentrocaule Bak.)]. 
 

sagittaria Rousseau-Decelle, 1934 (as f. indiv. of Palla decius).  Bulletin de la Société Entomologique de 
France 39: 235 (228-236).  [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Fleuve Kassai, Congo belge”. 

 
 

*Palla violinitens (Crowley, 1890) 
Violet-banded Palla 

 
Philognoma violinitens Crowley, 1890.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1890: 554 (551-556). 
 
 

                
 
 

Palla violinitens violinitens. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Abidjan, IvoryCoast. May 1968. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Palla violinitens violinitens. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Abidjan, IvoryCoast. May 1967. 
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Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Ghana: “Accra”; Cameroon: “Cameroons”. 
Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Benin (Fermon et al., 2001), Nigeria, 
Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda. 
Habitat: Primary lowland evergreen forest. 
Habits: Scarce in the west of its range (Liberia westwards) and, generally, the scarcest species in the genus 
(Larsen, 2005a). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: 
Metaporana densiflora (Hallier f.) N.E.Br. (Convolvulaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321; as Bonomia 

poranoides Hallier f.]. 
Clerodendron silvanum Henrig. var. buchholzii Gürke Verdc. (Verbenaceae) [Van Someren, 1974: 321; as 

Clerodendron buchholzii Guerke (syn. kentrocaule Bak.)]. 
 
 

Palla violinitens violinitens (Crowley, 1890) 
Violet-banded Palla 

 
Philognoma violinitens Crowley, 1890.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1890: 554 (551-556). 
 
 

                
 
 

Palla violinitens violinitens. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Abidjan, IvoryCoast. May 1968. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
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Palla violinitens violinitens. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Abidjan, IvoryCoast. May 1967. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Ghana: “Accra”; Cameroon: “Cameroons”. 
Distribution: Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Benin (south), Nigeria. 
Specific localities: 
Guinea – Ziama (Safian et al., 2020). 
Sierra Leone – Tiwai Island (Larsen, 2005a). 
Liberia – Wologizi (Safian et al., 2020); Wonegizi (Safian et al., 2020). 
Ivory Coast – Bossematie (Larsen, 2005a). 
Ghana – Accra (TL); Bobiri Butterfly Sanctuary (Larsen et al., 2007). 
Benin – Noyau Central, Lama Forest (Fermon et al., 2001); see Coache et al., 2017. 

 
 

Palla violinitens coniger (Butler, 1896) 
Bowtie Palla 

 
Charaxes coniger Butler, 1896.  Journal of the Linnean Society of London 25: 403 (348-404). 
Palla violinitens coniger Butler, 1896; Larsen, 2005a. 
 
 

                
 
 

Palla violinitens coniger. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Bangui, Central African Republic. June 1971. 
Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
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Palla violinitens coniger. Female. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Bangui, Central African Republic. June 1971. 
Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 

 
 
Type locality: Nigeria: “Old Calabar”; “Congo”; Angola. 
Distribution: Nigeria (east); Cameroon, Congo, Gabon, Angola, Central African Republic, Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 
Specific localities: 
Nigeria – Old Calabar (TL); Oban Hills (Larsen, 2005a; transitional to subspecies coniger). 
Cameroon – Korup (Larsen, 2005a). 
Gabon – Nyonie (Vande weghe, 2010); Kinguele (Vande weghe, 2010); Alembe (Vande weghe, 2010); 

Waka (Vande weghe, 2010); Langoue (Vande weghe, 2010); Ipassa (Vande weghe, 2010); 
Franceville (Vande weghe, 2010); camp PPG, Bateke Plateau (Vande weghe, 2010). 

Central African Republic – Dzanga (Noss, 1998). 
 
 

Palla violinitens bwamba van Someren, 1975 
Convex Palla 

 
Palla violinitens bwamba van Someren, 1975.  Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History) (Entomology) 32: 74 (65-136). 
 
 

                
 
 

Palla violinitens bwamba. Male. Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Budongo Forest, Uganda. March 1972. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection. 
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Type locality: Uganda: “West Bwamba Valley”.  Holotype (male) in the Natural History Museum, London. 
Distribution: Democratic Republic of Congo (Ituri Forest), Uganda (Bwamba Valley). 
Specific localities: 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Central Forest Block (Ducarme, 2018). 
Uganda – West Bwamba Valley (TL); Semuliki N.P. (Davenport & Howard, 1996). 

 
 

 


