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Updated 6 December 2020

Genus Dingana van Son, 1955
Widows

Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 70 (1-166).
Type-species: Leptoneura dingana Trimen, by original designation.

The genus Dingana belongs to the Family Nymphalidae Rafinesque, 1815; Subfamily Satyrinae
Boisduval, 1833; Tribe Dirini Verity, 1953. The other genera in the Tribe Dirini in the
Afrotropical Region are Paralethe, Aeropetes, Tarsocera, Torynesis, Dira and Serradinga.

Dingana (Widows) is an Afrotropical genus containing seven species, confined to South Africa
and Swaziland. The genus was reviewed by G.A. & S.F. Henning, in 1996 (Metamorphosis T (4):
153-172).

Diagnosis. Adult nearest to Dira Hiibner, from which it differs in the absence of an areole at base
of hindwing, and details of both male and female genitalia: narrow and elongate aedeagus and
strongly developed juxta in male, and absence of signa in female (Henning & Henning, 1996).
Characters. Antennae 39-41 jointed, club gradual, but well-defined, 14-jointed, palpi obliquely
upturned, first joint rather large, almost half the length of the second, third joint elongate-
ellipsoidal, one-third the length of the second. Eyes hairy. Anterior legs of both sexes strongly
reduced and hidden among the hairs of thorax, tibiae only a little more than half length of femora,
tarsi of male minute, fusiform, of female two-thirds the length of tibiae, four-jointed. Normal legs
short and slender, tarsi with paronchyia and pulvilli present. Wing-venation. Forewing Sc not
conspicuously swollen near base, but gradually tapered from base to its end, R, and R, from cell
before upper angle, R3;-Rs stalked from upper angle, upper discocellular oblique, half the length of
median discocellular, the latter very little incurved, lower discocellular three times the length of
median discocellular, slightly excurved, Ms from lower angle, CuA; arises nearer to M3 than to
CuA,. Hindwing. Upper median runs along Sc from about half the distance from base to origin of
precostal spur, and is decurved from Sc at about the same distance beyond origin of precostal spur,
without any anastomosis or connecting bar; Rs from upper angle, upper discocellular more than
half the length of median discocellular, oblique, median discocellular two-thirds the length of
lower discocellular, both being incurved. M3 from lower angle, CuA; from a little before lower
angle. Genitalia. Male. Uncus about half the length of tegument, straight, vertically forked at tip,
scaphium long, straight, truncate distally, anal opening at tip of scaphium, falces short, valve
elongate without processes, juxta strongly sclerotized, aedeagus narrow and elongate, saccus long.
Female. Vestibulum shallow, asymmetrical, bursa without signa. Early stages. Egg: dome-
shaped, smooth, with a fine netting tracery; they are scattered in the grass. Larva: there are usually
six, but sometimes five larval instars, larvae rather similar to those of Dira, but the setae of the
final stage are pointed, not mucronate or scepter-shaped as in that genus. Pupa: similar in shape to
those of Dira (Henning & Henning, 1996).

*Dingana dingana (Trimen, 1873)+
Midlands Widow



http://www.lepsocafrica.org/?p=publications&s=atb

Midlands Widow (Dingana dingana) female upper- and underside. Griffin’s Hill, KwaZulu-Natal.
Images courtesy Steve Woodhall.

Leptoneura dingana Trimen, 1873. Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1873: 102 (101-124).
Leptoneura dingana Trimen, 1873. Trimen & Bowker, 1887a.

Dira dingana Trimen. Swanepoel, 1953a.

Dingana dingana (Trimen, 1873). Van Son, 1955.

Dingana dingana (Trimen, 1873). Dickson & Kroon, 1978.

Dingana dingana (Trimen, 1873). Pringle et al., 1994: 55.

Dingana dingana. Male (Wingspan 60 mm). Left —upperside. Right —underside.
Griffin’s Hill, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. 12 October 2002. J. Dobson.
Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection.

Dingana dingana. Female (Wingspan 58 mm). Left — upperside. Right — underside.
Griffin’s Hill, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. 12 October 2002. J. Dobson.
Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection.

Alternative common name: Dingaan-se-weduwee (Afrikaans).

2



Type locality: [South Africa]: “Malan Spruit, Natal”.

Diagnosis: A fairly broad ochreous postdiscal band on upperside of forewing. Underside brown with some
silvery scaling distad to black discal line, which is fairly evenly curved. Female similar to male but
postdiscal patch may be broader, wings more elongate and is slightly smaller, with short, stout abdomen.
Male genitalia: uncus with strongly bifid apex, valve narrow and tapering distad to a rounded apex
(Henning & Henning, 1996).

General: This species was described by Trimen from a single female caught by Walter Morant in the
KwaZulu-Natal midlands in October 1868.
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Distribution: South Africa (KwaZulu-Natal — midlands).

Specific localities:

KwaZulu-Natal — Malan Spruit (TL; Walter Morant); Estcourt (Swanepoel, 1953); Mooi River (Pringle et
al., 1994).

Habitat: Found in what Acocks (1975) termed Southern Tall Grassveld. Common along rocky slopes and

ridges (Pringle ef al., 1994).

Habits: The flight is slow and flapping, and they occasionally glide with the wings half opened.

Specimens settle frequently. Specimens fly in the morning; from about midday they rest in the shade of

rocks (Pringle et al., 1994).

Flight period: October and November (Pringle ef al., 1994).

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 73 [egg only].
“Egg. The eggs are scattered in the grass. They are 1.1 mm in diameter by 1.1 mm high, pale yellow when
laid, later changing to brown.”

Larval food:

Pennisetum clandestinum Hochst. ex Chiov. (Poaceae) [Joubert, 1997: 6; locality not noted; in captivity]
(Metamorphosis 8 (1): 6).

Conservation status: Classified as ‘Vulnerable’ by Henning et al., 2009: 23 and by Mecenero ef al., 2013.

*Dingana angusta Henning & Henning, 1996+

Narrow-banded Widow




Narrow-banded Widow (Dingana angusta) white and yellow forms.
Images courtesy Raimund Schutte.

Dingana angusta Henning & Henning, 1996. Metamorphosis 7 (4): 155 (153-172).

Dingana angusta. Male (rufous form) (Wingspan 63 mm). Left — upperside; right — underside.
Buffelskloof Nature Reserve, Mpumalanga, South Africa. 3 October, 2004. M. Williams.
Images M.C.Williams ex Williams Collection.

Dingana angusta. Male (pale form) (Wingspan 62 mm). Left — upperside; right — underside.
Buffelskloof Nature Reserve, Mpumalanga, South Africa. 3 October, 2004. M. Williams.
Images M.C.Williams ex Williams Collection.



Dingana angusta. Female (Wingspan 59 mm). Left — upperside; right — underside.
Buffelskloof Nature Reserve, Mpumalanga, South Africa. 3 October, 2004. M. Williams.
Images M.C.Williams ex Williams Collection.

Variation in a series of males caught at the same locality (10 km east of Roossenekal) on the same day.

Alternative common name: Long Tom Weduwee (Afrikaans).

Type locality: South Africa: “South Africa: Mpumalanga, Lydenberg District, Long Tom Pass, 10.x.1993,
H.C. Ficq.” Described from 74 males and 33 females, from various localities in Mpumalanga. Holotype in
the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Diagnosis: “A variable species with the postdiscal patch much narrower basad to the ocellate subapical
spots. While D. dingana and the other species of Dingana are fairly stable in the colour of the postdiscal
patch, D. angusta is quite variable, some populations having the postdiscal markings entirely rufous while
other colonies have these markings largely creamy-yellow. For example at Sheba Mine near Barberton
most specimens appear to have rufous markings whereas on the Nelshoogte pass, 30 kilometres to the west,
most specimens apparently have creamy-white markings. Most colonies appear to have both both creamy-
white and rufous specimens, although rufous specimens have been recorded emerging slightly later in the
season” (Henning & Henning, 1996).

In the male genitalia the valve is broader than that of Dingana dingana, convex ventrally along the
basal half and convex dorsally along the distal half, narrowing distad to a more acute apex (Henning &
Henning, 1996).
Etymology: The specific name is derived from the Latin for narrow, in reference to the narrow postdiscal
markings on the forewing (Henning & Henning, 1996).
Description:

“Male. Forewing lengths: 28.8-31.0 mm, mean 29.6 mm (n=6); antenna-wing ratio: 0.38-0.40, mean 0.39
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(n=6). Wings, upperside. Forewing dark brown with a black, subapical, double white-pupilled ocellus in areas R 5 and
M;; three separate creamy-yellow to orange-red postdiscal spots decreasing in size from M ; to CuA;; continuous
creamy-yellow to orange-red band along lower and inner edge of ocellus extending from M ; to costa; outer edge of
ocellus with two small orange spots in R, and Rs and a single darker marginal line present. Hindwing: with a
postdiscal series of black, white-pupilled ocelli encircled with orange-red rings in areas CuA ;-Rs. Underside.
Forewing: subapical ocellate spot present and divided into two; postdiscal spots as on upperside but smaller; double

dark marginal line. Hindwing: with a subbasal dark spot edged with white in cell and area CuA ,; median dark line
edged outwardly with whitish and strongly excurved on veins, from costa to a little inwards from vein 2A and
intersecting cell just before origins of veins Rs and CuA ,; a broader dark distal line, edged with greyish-white on inner
side and acutely angled outwards in area M,, from costa beyond middle to vein 2A at about one-fifth of that vein from
wing margin; postdiscal series of small black ocelli with minute white pupils, much smaller than on upperside,

without reddish rings, but encircled with narrow dark concentric rings; marginal line treble, the innermost broad, the

other two linear. Genitalia. Valve convex ventrally along the basal half, convex dorsally about four-fifths of its

length; narrower distally tapering to a fairly acute apex. Female. Forewing lengths: 28.0-30.0 mm, mean 29.3 mm
(n=6); antenna-wing ratio: 0.37-0.38 mean 0.38 (n=6). Wings slightly more rounded and elongated than in male.

Wings, upperside. Markings as in male but with postdiscal spots broader and usually paler, more yellow; ground

colour slightly paler. Underside. Similar to male, but hindwing with slightly more extensive light markings and

ground colour paler.”
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Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga), Swaziland.

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga — Long Tom Pass (TL); Barberton (Fountaine, 1911); Klipbankspruit, Sabie District (Henning
& Henning, 1996); Nelshoogte (Henning & Henning, 1996); Kowyns Pass (Henning & Henning,
1996); Farm Bloemfontein, Machadodorp (Henning & Henning, 1996); Sabie (Henning &
Henning, 1996); Graskop (Henning & Henning, 1996); Mariepskop (Henning & Henning, 1996);
Robbers Pass, near Pilgrims Rest (Henning & Henning, 1996); Sterkspruit Nature Reserve
(Williams; males and female illustrated above); Buffelskloof Nature Reserve (Williams).

Swaziland — Mbabane (Henning & Henning, 1996); Havelock Mine (Henning & Henning, 1996); Malolotja
N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz).

Habitat: North-Eastern Mountain Sourveld. Prefers bushy, rocky areas alongside open grassy patches

(Henning & Henning, 1996).

Flight period: Recorded in October and November.

Early stages:

Fountaine, 1911: 61 [as Leptoneura dingana; Barberton, Mpumalanga, South Africa].

Henning, G. & Henning, S., 1996: 156 [as Dingana angusta; locality not noted; egg only].
Eggs pale yellow when first laid, darkening to brownish-pink if fertile.

Larval food:
Poaceae [Fountaine, 1911: 61; Barberton, Mpumalanga, South Africa].


http://www.sntc.org.sz

*Dingana clara (van Son, 1940)
Wolkberg Widow

Leptoneura dingana clara van Son, 1940. Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 3: 57 (57-61).
Dingana dingana clara (Van Son, 1940). Dickson & Kroon, 1978.

Dingana dingana clara Van Son, 1940. Pringle et al., 1994: 55.

Dingana dingana clara (van Son, 1940). Ackery et al., 1995: 321.

Dingana clara (van Son, 1940). Henning & Henning, 1996, stat. n. (Metamorphosis 7 (4): 157 (153-172)).

Dingana clara. Male (Wingspan 62 mm). Left — upperside; right — underside.
Iron Crown, Limpopo Province, South Africa. 3 October, 2006. M. Williams.
Images M.C.Williams ex Williams Collection.

Dingana clara. Female (Wingspan 59 mm). Left — upperside; right — underside.
Wolkberg, Limpopo Province, South Africa. 30 October 1988. G. Henning.
Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection.

Alternative common name: Clara’s Widow; Wolkberg Weduwee (Afrikaans).

Type locality: South Africa: “Wolkberg, Pietersburg district, Transvaal”.

Diagnosis: All the postdiscal markings on f.w. upperside white and narrow; ground colour dark shiny
brown not rich reddish-brown as in Dingana dingana (Henning & Henning, 1996). Male genitalia — valves
slightly shorter and broader in Dingana clara than in Dingana dingana. There are also differences between
the larvae of Dingana clara and Dingana dingana (Clark, in Van Son, 1955) — the spines on the ridge in
Dingana dingana are both watery white, whereas in Dingana clara one is dark, the other light; all seven
spines on the proleg are black in Dingana dingana, whereas in Dingana clara there is only one black and
six white spines. The eggs of Dingana clara are pale yellow when laid, changing later to orange-red; in
Dingana dingana the eggs are pale yellow, changing to brown (Clark, in Van Son, 1955). Male genitalia —
valves slightly shorter and broader than in Dingana dingana (Henning & Henning, 1996).




Distribution:
South Africa — Limpopo Province.

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province).

Specific localities:

Limpopo Province — Wolkberg (TL; Swanepoel); Haenertsburg — Paardevlei and Welcome Mine
(Swanepoel, 1953); Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve (Garvie and Williams, unpublished, October,
2009); Bewaarkloof Reserve, 24.134079°S; 29.879103°E (J.E. Terblanche, 2020).

Habitat: North-Eastern Mountain Sourveld. Flies on high elevation Protea slopes. Seems to prefer steep,

grassy slopes, alongside rocks (Henning & Henning, 1996). Current knowledge of its distribution places it

in a type of mist-belt vegetation described by Mucina & Rutherford (2006) as Gm 23 Northern Escarpment

Quartzite Sourveld (J.E. Terblanche, 2020).

Habits: Flies low down, less than a metre above the ground, with a rather ponderous slow-flapping flight,

keeping to rocky areas (Henning & Henning, 1996). Specimens have been noted feeding especially on the

flowers of a herbaceous asclepiad with clusters of small dull yellow flowers; at times up to a dozen

specimens were noted on the flowers of a single plant. They also nectared on a plant with small white

flowers growing among rocks (Williams & Dobsons, unpublished, 5 Nov. 2006).

Flight period: October and November.

Early stages:

Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 73 [egg and all larval instars but not pupa].

“Egg. The eggs are scattered in the grass. They are 1.1 mm in diameter by 1.1 mm high, pale yellow when
laid, later changing to orange-red, with a very fine hexagonal tracery. The eggs turn almost black before hatching.
Egg stage about thirteen days. Larva. There are usually six larval instars, but occasionally five. First instar. The
young larva eats its way out near the top of the egg, devours shell, then crawls to the edge of a blade of grass and
starts feeding. It is 2> mm long, has a yellow-brown head, is white, with a dorsal and two lateral red stripes. After a
day a yellow stripe appears subdorsally, later deepening to red-brown. The red lateral stripe and the spiracle is
broadened by a yellow-brown edging over the spiracle; after about three days this deepens to red, leaving only a thin
whitish area between the original stripe. Dorsal line is now cleft by a thin yellow stripe. The spines on the ridge in
dingana are both watery white, whereas in clara one is dark, the other light; the seven spines on the proleg are all
black in dingana, but in clara there is one black and six white spines. The stage lasts eight days, and the larva grows
to 5% mm. Second instar. Similar to the first, but dorsal and lateral stripes darker in colour, and the main seta on
first wrinkle is less distinctly barbed. This stage lasts about ten days, the larvae growing to about 9% mm. Third
instar. The dorsal and lateral lines are purplish-brown and thinner than in the previous instar; the setae are smooth.
The stage lasts twelve days. Fourth instar. This and the next instar are rather similar, and in cases when only five
instars occur, the larvae are approximating the fifth instar. The dorsal line is light purplish-brown and double, except
in the last three segments, the lateral lines are broken up somewhat, the spiracular line is solid and dark brown. This
instar lasts about twenty days, and the larvae attain a length of 17 mm. Fifth instar. Lateral lines indistinct, and
spiracular line divided into two thin lines separated by an irregular yellowish stripe. This stage lasts about fourteen
days, the larvae growing to 2472 mm. Sixth instar. Very much darker than the previous instars, dark fuscous with
blackish dorsal and lateral stripes; spiracular line has a small diagonal whitish bar in front of the spiracle. The colour
below the spiracular line is much paler. The setae are placed on conical tubercles, and are not mucronate, having only
a few later barbs below the tip. The head is light salmon, with the setae fuscous, the main setae arising from fluted
tubercles, with deep indentations among them. The mandibles are much darkened below and along their cutting edge.
The larvae reach a length of 30 mm, and the instar lasts about thirty days. Pupa. 16 mm long by 7 mm wide.
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Unfortunately the painting of Mr. Clark has not been completed, and the publication of the details concerning the
colour of the pupa has to be postponed.”

Larval food:

Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 74; in captivity].

Conservation status: Classified as Vulnerable (Henning et al., 2009: 22). Reclassified as ‘Endangered’ by
Mecenero et al., 2013.

*Dingana fraterna Henning & Henning, 1996+
Stoffberg Widow

Dingana fraterna Henning & Henning, 1996. Metamorphosis 7 (4): 157 (153-172).

Dingana fraterna. Male paratype (Wingspan 59 mm). Left — upperside; right — underside.
Stoftberg, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa. 19 October 1996. G. Henning.
Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection.

Dingana fraterna. Female (Wingspan 56 mm). Left —upperside; right — underside.
Stoffberg, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa. 23 October 1999. 1. Coetzer.
Images M.C. Williams ex Henning Collection.

Alternative common names: Scarce Widow; Stoftberg Weduwee (Afrikaans).

Type locality: South Africa: “Mpumalanga, Stoftberg, 13.x.1996, G.A. Henning”. Described from 14
males and six females. Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.

Diagnosis: Smaller than Dingana clara with a much shorter and more rounded wing shape. Outer margin
of forewing often distinctly convex, usually straight or slightly convex in Dingana clara. Forewing
postdiscal patch more yellowish, narrower and more regular than in Dingana clara. Hindwing postdiscal
ocelli smaller, rounded and darker in colour than Dingana clara. Ground colour with a greenish sheen,
golden in Dingana clara. Male genitalia. Valve much broader than Dingana dingana and also broader
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than Dingana clara, dorsally straight narrowing ventrally to a rounded apex (Henning & Henning, 1996).
Description:

“Male. Forewing lengths: 27.0-29.3 mm, mean 28.3 mm (n=9); antenna-wing ratio: 0.35-0.36, mean 0.353
(n=9). Wings, upperside. Forewing dark brown with a black, subapical, double white-pupilled ocellus in areas R s and
M;; three separate white to ochre-orange postdiscal spots decreasing in size from M ; to CuA;; continuous white or
ochre tinged band along lower and inner edge of ocellus extending from M ; to costa; outer edge of ocellus with two
small ochre spots in R4 and Rs and a single darker marginal line present. Hindwing: with a postdiscal series of black,
white-pupilled ocelli encircled with orange-red rings in areas CuA ;-Rs. Underside. Forewing: subapical ocellate spot
present and divided into two; postdiscal white to ochre spots as on upperside but smaller. Hindwing: with a subbasal
dark spot edged with white in cell and area CuA,; median dark line edged outwardly with whitish and strongly
excurved on veins, from costa to a little inwards from vein 2A and intersecting cell just before origins of veins Rs and
CuA,; a broader dark discal line, edged with greyish-white on inner side and acutely angled outwards in area M ,, from
costa beyond middle to vein 2A at about one-fifth of that vein from wing margin; postdiscal series of small black
ocelli with minute white pupils, much smaller than on upperside, without reddish rings, but encircled with narrow
dark concentric rings; marginal line double. Genitalia. Uncus about half length of tegumen, straight, verically forked
at tip, falces distinctly lobed, valve broad and dorsally straight narrowing ventrally to a rounded apex, juxta strongly
sclerotized and truncate, aedeagus narrow and elongate, saccus longer than valve. Female. Forewing length: 27.8
mm; antenna-wing ratio: 0.36. Wings slightly more rounded and elongated than in male. Wings, upperside.
Markings as in male but with postdiscal spots slightly larger and ground colour slightly paler. Underside. Similar to
male, but hindwing with slightly more extensive light markings and ground colour paler.”
Etymology: The specific name is derived from the Latin for brothers, and is named for the Coetzer
brothers, Curle brothers and other brothers involved in African Lepidopterology (Henning & Henning,
1996).
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Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo, Mpumalanga).

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga — south-west of Stoffberg (25° 27'S; 29° 50'E; 1600 m a.s.1.) (TL).

Limpopo Province — Dindela (25° 03'; 29° 46'; 18604 m a.s.l.) (Lawrence, 2015).

Habitat: North-Eastern Sandy Highveld at an altitude of 1 600 m. Flies on steep slopes at the base of a
deep valley. Occurs in grassy patches among Proteas, around large rocks, and along small cliffs (Henning
& Henning, 1996).

Habits: Active from 09:00 to 11:00 (Henning & Henning, 1996).

Flight period: Recorded from October to the middle of November (Lawrence, 2015).

Early stages:

Henning, G. & Henning, S., 1996: 158 [as Dingana fraterna; locality not noted; egg only].
“Eggs yellow when laid, darkening to bright pinkish-orange if fertile.”

Larval food: Nothing published.

Conservation status: Classified as ‘Endangered’ by Henning ef al., 2009: 23. Reclassified as ‘Critically
Endangered (Possibly Extinct)’ by Mecenero et al., 2013. Recently (2014) rediscovered at another locality
by James Lawrence (pers. comm.).
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Relevant literature:
Lawrence, 2015 [Rediscovery of the species at a new locality].

*Dingana jerinae Henning & Henning, 1996+
Krantzberg Widow

Dingana jerinae Henning & Henning, 1996. Metamorphosis 7 (1): 21 (20-23).

Male Krantzberg Widow (Dingana jerinae), upper- and underside.
Images courtesy Raimund Schutte.

Dingana jerinae male (Wingspan 70 mm). Left — upperside. Right —underside.
Western Waterberg, Limpopo Province, South Africa. 3 December 2006. M. Williams.
Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection.

Dingana jerinae Female (Wingspan 68 mm). Left — upperside. Right —underside.
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Western Waterberg, Limpopo Province, South Africa. 19 November 2007. M. Williams.
Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection.

Alternative common name: Kransberg Weduwee (Afrikaans).

Type locality: South Africa: “Limpopo Province, Kransberg, 19.xi.1994, J. Coetzee.” Described from 28
males and three females. Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. [The TL of ‘Kransberg’ is
imprecise. This massif is not high enough for the species, which occurs on the main (western) part of the
Waterberg at altitudes above 1 800 m.]

Diagnosis: Most similar to Dingana clara but differs in having the outer margin of the forewing straighter,
the ground colour darker and more blackish brown, with bright ochreous postdiscal spots, the hindwing
underside dark blackish brown with the light markings faint, the black transverse lines more distal, the
discal line irregular and dentate, nearly touching the postdiscal ocellus in M, and the antennal club not as
flattened. Male genitalia — falces larger than Dingana dingana. Valve broader than Dingana dingana
curved upwards posteriorly creating a dorsal concavity, and curving downwards about four-fifths of the
way along its length, where it tapers distad to a fairly acute apex (Henning & Henning, 1996).

Description:

“Male — forewing length 33 mm,; antenna-wing ratio 0,35. Forewing upperside dark brown with black
double subapical white-pupilled ocellus in areas Rs and M;; three separate ochreous yellow postdiscal spots,
decreasing in size from M3 to CuA;; a continuous ochreous yellow band along lower and inner edge of ocellus,
extending from M, to costa; outer edge of ocellus with two reddish spots in R ; and Rs; a single darker marginal line.
Hindwing upperside with a postdiscal series of black, white-pupilled ocelli, encircled with orange red rings in areas
CuA, - M,. Forewing underside with subapical ocellate spot divided in two; postdiscal ochreous yellow spots as on
upperside. Hindwing underside with a subbasal dark line, edged outwardly with white and strongly excurved on
veins, from costa to a little inwards from vein 2, and intersecting the cell just before origins of veins R ; and CuA,; a
broader dark discal line, faintly edged with white on inner side and acutely angled outwards in area M ,, from costa
beyond middle to vein 2, at about one-fifth of that vein from wing margin; a series of small black ocelli with minute
white pupils, much smaller than on upperside, without reddish rings but encircled with narrow dark concentric rings
corresponding with the outer edge of black central part of ocelli above; marginal line treble, its innermost component
being broadest, the other two linear. Genitalia — uncus less than half length of tegumen, arched distally, with
vertically forked tip; scaphium longer than uncus, distally truncate; falces short, subtriangular, larger than in D.
dingana; valves almost three times length of uncus, ascending distally, arched posteriorly and apex pointed; differs
from D. dingana in being slightly longer, more curved and dorsally concave; aedeagus narrow and straight; saccus
narrow and as long as valve. Female — Forewing length 33 mm; antenna-wing ratio 0,32. Wings slightly more
rounded and elongated than in male. Upperside markings as in male but with postdiscal spots broader and slightly
paler; ground colour slightly paler. Underside similar to male but hindwing with slightly more extensive light
markings and ground colour paler.

Distribution: South Africa —
Limpopo Province.

Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province — western Waterberg). Known only from the type locality.
General remarks: Discovered by Jan Coetzee and named for his wife Jerine. It is the largest and most
westerly species of Dingana (Henning & Henning, 1996). Observations on apparent vertebrate predator
damage to adult specimens of this species were discussed by Curle & Henning (1996).
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Habitat: North-Eastern Mountain Sourveld, at an altitude of 1 850 to 2 000 m. Flies on very steep slopes,
below high cliffs, among fallen rocks in an area of about half a square km (Curle & Henning, 1996). The
slope is south-east facing and is grassy with scattered specimens of Protea roupelliae Meisn. and Protea
caffra Meisn. Specimens of the yellowwood, Podocarpus latifolius (Thunb.) R. Br. ex Mirb. were also
present (Henning & Henning, 1996).

Habits: Specimens fly fairly rapidly up and down the grassy slope, from about 09:00 to about 11:00 (Curle
& Henning, 1996). From about 11:00 they seek shelter from the heat in the shade provided by rocks and by
fissures in the cliff-face (Henning & Henning, 1996).

Flight period: Recorded in November only.

Early stages:

A. Curle, in Henning, G. & Henning, S., 1996: 22 [as Dingana jerinae; Kransberg, Limpopo Province; egg
and first four larval instars; 3" and 4™ instar larvae illustrated in colour].

“Egg. Rounded dorsally with flattened base; as high as they are wide; pale creamy yellow darkening to pale
yellow; egg stage about 12 days. 1* instar larva — head dark brown; body brownish white; longitudinal stripes pale
brown with dark brown along edge; duration about 7 days. 2"* instar larva — head dark brown with dark lateral patch
which corresponds with end of lateral stripe; body brownish white with pale greenish shading dorsally; lateral stripe
broad and dark reddish brown; dorsal stripe similar but not as broad; subdorsal stripe narrower and lighter than dorsal
stripe; duration about 7 days. 3™ instar larva — head ochreous brown with dark lateral patch; body pale beige; lateral
stripe narrower than in previous instar and purplish brown; dorsal stripe also narrower and pale pinkish brown;
duration about 10 days. 4™ instar larva — head-shield ochreous brown with purplish brown lateral patch and central
lines; body pinkish beige with purplish shading dorsally; lateral and dorsal stripes darker than in previous instar
(purplish brown); duration unrecorded. Early instars feed on edge of grass blade and later from tip downwards, at an
angle of about forty-five degrees.

Henning, G. & Henning, S., 1996: 159 [as Dingana jerinae; locality not noted; egg only].
“Eggs pale creamy-yellow when first laid darkening to pale yellow.”

Larval food:

Pennisetum clandestinum Hochst. ex Chiov. (Poaceae) [A. Curle, in Henning, G., & Henning, S., 1996: 22;
as Pannisetum clandestinum; in captivity].

Conservation status: Classified as Vulnerable by Henning et al., 2009: 24. Reclassified as Rare —

Restricted Range by Mecenero ef al., 2013.

*Dingana alticola Henning & Henning, 1996+
Red-banded Widow

Red-banded Widow (Dingana alticola) male uppersides. Dullstroom, Mpumalanga.
Images courtesy Raimund Schutte.
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Dingana alticola Henning & Henning, 1996. Metamorphosis 7 (4): 159 (153-172).

Dingana alticola. Male (Wingspan 61 mm). Left — upperside. Right —underside.
Dullstroom, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa. 25 October 2003. J. Dobson.
Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection.

Dingana alticola. Female (Wingspan 58 mm). Left — upperside. Right — underside.
Dullstroom, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa. 23 October 2006. J. Dobson.
Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection.

Alternative common name: Alpynse-weduwee (Afrikaans).
Type locality: South Africa: “South Africa: Mpumalanga, Dullstroom, 22.x.1995, G.A. Henning.”
Described from 82 males and 28 females. Holotype in Transvaal Museum, Pretoria.
Diagnosis: Smaller than Dingana dingana and Dingana angusta, with narrower wings. Not as small as
Dingana alaedeus. Male upperside postdiscal markings variable, from broad to very broad, nearly always
broader than in Dingana dingana and generally narrower than in Dingana alaedeus. Markings deep
orange-red in colour. The underside median line is more basad than Dingana dingana but not as basad as
Dingana alaedeus. The brown ground colour is not as silky as in Dingana alaedeus and is more rufous, in
this it resembles Dingana dingana. The female is similar to the male but with the postdiscal markings
usually broader and occasionally very broad. Male genitalia with the distal portion of the uncus more
slender than in Dingana dingana, the apex on the falces larger, the valve narrower than in Dingana dingana
and of even width along its length until it tapers distad to a rounded apex, more rounded than in Dingana
dingana.
Description:

“Male. Forewing lengths: 27.0-30.5 mm, mean 27.8 mm (n=14); antenna-wing ratio: 0.38-0.40, mean 0.39
(n=14). Wings, upperside. Forewing dark brown with a black, subapical, double white-pupilled ocellus in areas R s
and M,; three separate orange-red postdiscal spots decreasing in size from M ; to CuA,; continuous orange-red band
along lower and inner edge of ocellus extending from M, to costa; outer edge of ocellus with two small reddish spots
in R4 and Rs and a single darker marginal line present. Hindwing: with a postdiscal series of black, white-pupilled
ocelli encircled with orange-red rings in areas CuA -Rs. Underside. Forewing: subapical ocellate spot present and
divided into two; postdiscal orange-red spots as on upperside but smaller. Hindwing: with a subbasal dark spot edged
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with white in cell and area CuA,; median dark line edged outwardly with whitish and strongly excurved on veins,
from costa to a little inwards from vein 2A and intersecting cell just before origins of veins Rs and CuA ,; a broader
dark discal line, edged with greyish-white on inner side and acutely angled outwards in area M ,, from costa beyond
middle to vein 2A at about one-fifth of that vein from wing margin; postdiscal series of small black ocelli with minute
white pupils, much smaller than on upperside, without reddish rings, but encircled with narrow dark concentric rings;
marginal line double. Genitalia. Uncus less than half the length of tegumen, arched distally with a forked tip;
scaphium hardly longer than uncus, distally truncate; falces short, subtriangular with the apex larger than in D.
dingana; valves three times the length on the uncus, narrow and slightly curved upwards, of equal width until about
0.80 along its length where it tapers slightly distad to a distinctly rounded apex. Female. Forewing lengths: 26.5-29.2
mm, mean 27.8 mm (n=9); antenna-wing ratio: 0.36-0.40, mean 0.38 (n=9). Wings slightly more rounded and
elongated than in male. Wings, upperside. Markings as in male but with postdiscal spots broader and forming a
continuous band on the forewing in some specimens; ground colour slightly paler. Underside. Similar to male, but
hindwing with slightly more extensive light markings and ground colour paler.”

Distribution: South Africa —
Mpumalanga.

Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga).

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga — Steenkampsberge, near Dullstroom (TL); Verloren Vallei Nature Reserve (Warren, 1990).
Etymology: The specific name refers to the high altitude at which it occurs.

Habitat: North-Eastern Sandy Highveld, at 1 900 to 2 200 m altitude. Specimens seem to frequent rocky
ridges (Henning & Henning, 1996). Vegetation type: Lydenburg Montane Grassland (Mucin & Rutherford,
2006).

Flight period: Recorded in October and November.

Early stages:

Henning, G., & Henning, S., 1996: 163 [as Dingana alticola; locality not noted; egg only].
“The egg is pale yellow when first laid, darkening to pale purplish-pink if fertile.”

Larval food: Nothing published.

*Dingana alaedeus Henning & Henning, 1984+
Wakkerstroom Widow

Dingana alaedeus Henning & Henning, 1984. Durban Museum Novitates 13: 150 (149-154).
Dingana alaedeus G.A. and S.F. Henning, 1984. Pringle et al., 1994: 57.
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Dingana alaedeus male (Wingspan 53 mm). Left —upperside. Right —underside.
Wakkerstroom, Mpumalanga, South Africa. 6 November 2008. M. Williams.
Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection.

Dingana alaedeus. Female (Wingspan 52 mm). Left — upperside. Right — underside.
Wakkerstroom, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa. 7 November 2004. J. Dobson.
Images M.C. Williams ex Dobson Collection.

Alternative common names: Wakkerstroom-weduwee (A frikaans).

Type locality: South Africa: “Transvaal, Wakkerstroom”.

Diagnosis: Characterized by the extensive orange-red forewing patch (Pringle et al., 1994). Smaller than
the other species of the genus. Ground colour darker than in Dingana dingana, with the orange-red
postdiscal markings of the forewing very broad. Hindwing underside very dark, with the discal lines
placed basad and sharply angled (Henning & Henning, 1996).
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Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga — south, KwaZulu-Natal — north-west).

Specific localities:

Mpumalanga — east of Wakkerstroom (TL; G. Henning); Hele Mountain, above 2 000 m (Henning &
Henning, 1996); Hlangampisi, above Dirkiesdorp (Henning & Henning, 1996).
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General remarks: Discovered by G.A. Henning in 1981, when he found a single worn male on the
mountains east of Wakkerstroom.

Habitat: Montane sourveld (grassland) = Piet Retief Sourveld (Acocks, 1975). Flies at high altitudes,
along steep, grassy slopes below the rocky ridges of the escarpment (Pringle et al., 1994). Wakkerstroom
Montane Grassland (Mucina & Rutherford, 2006). Steep, south-facing slopes (Mecenero et al., 2013).
Habits: The flight is slow and it often glides with the wings held half open (Pringle et al., 1994).
Specimens stop frequently to feed from flowers or to settle on rocks or grass (Henning & Henning, 1989).
Males appear to eclose from the pupa before females, i.e. the species is protandrous (Henning & Henning,
1989).

Flight period: Mid-October to early December, with peak emergence in early November (Pringle et al.,
1994).

Early stages:

Henning, S., & Henning, G., 1989: 22.

“Egg pale yellow when first laid, becoming pinkish brown if fertile; 1 mm in diameter and 1 mm high.
Newly hatched larva 2.5 mm long, yellow with pink dorsal and lateral stripes. Sixth (final) instar larva grows to 28
mm. Pale brown with broad blackish brown dorsal and lateral longitudinal stripes. Larva is slim, with very short
setae. Head pinkish brown and setae greyish brown. Pupa not recorded.

Newly emerged larvae consume the egg shell as their first meal. They then begin feeding from the edge of a
blade of grass. Final instar larvae are sluggish and feed at night. As a rule they lie concealed at the base of grass
clumps during the day.”

Larval food:
An unidentified species of grass (Poaceae) [Henning, S., & Henning, G., 1989].
Conservation status: Classified as ‘Near Threatened’ by Mecenero et al., 2013.
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